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THE ARGUMENT, 


In this book is ſet forth a compleat account of man's 
diſobedience, and the leſs of Paradiſe, in which he 
was placed, as a puniſhment for his tranſgreſſion. 
hben touches the prime cauſe of his fall, which ® = 
was Satan in the form of a ſerpent, who revolting © 
from Cod, and drawing after him many"legions of W 

angels to his fide, was, by God's command, driven 

+ out of heaven with all his aſſociates into the great 
deep. This action being paſſed over, the author re- 
preſents Satan with his angels now fallen into 

bell. Then. deſcribes it as a place of utter dark- 

neſs, moſt fitly called Chaos: Here Satan, with - 
His angels lying on the burning lake, thunder- 
 feruck and aſtoniſhed, after à certain period reco«. 

 _ vers, as from Senf on, and calls* fm who was 
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next in order and dignity; they diſcourſe concern- 
ing their woful fall. Satan rauſes all his legions, 
who till then lay confounded ; they. riſe, their 
numbers, array of battle, their chief leaders na- 
med, according to the idols aſteruardt known in 
Canaan, and the countries adjoining. Satan di- 
rects his ſpeech to his companions, and comforts 
them with hopes yet of regaining heaven, but in- 
forms them of a new world, and new kind crea - 


ture to be created; according to an ancient tras 


dition in heaven, and threatens the deity.: The- 
rebellious angels afſent to all this. Pandæmoni- 

um having roſe aut of the deep, be ſummons them 
all to repair there in full council, to conſult what 
is proper to be done, 
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CHAP. 1 


7 he whole ſubject is propoſed, man's diſebedience, and 
_ the boſs thereupon of Paradiſe, wherein he was 
placed. The prime cauſe of his fall. Satan with 

Hi angeles now fallen into hell deſcribed, lying on 
the burning lake. After a certain ſpace Satan 


_ calls to him who lay next to him. They confer 
. of their miſerable fall. 


e upright and Yor heart, aſſiſt me to 


write of man's firſt diſobedience 
and the fruit of that forbidden tree, 
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5 the eating of hich brought death and all our mi- 
ſery into the world, and was the cauſe of the loſs of 
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Paradiſe, till Ia sus Cant, a man far ſuperior to 
ADAM, reſtore and regain Paradiſe- to us once 
more. 
Tnov, who from the ſecret top of mount Ore R, 
or SINAI, didſt inſpire Moses when only a ſhep= 2? 
herd, who firſt taught the children of Is AEL, how 
heaven and earth were created, which were till then 
only a confuſed chaos without form. Or if thy 
preſence be more conſpicuous on mount Stox, or 
by the brook of SiLoa, which runs down from 
thence to the temple where thy ſanGary is placed, 
I beſeech the influence of thy ſpirit to aid me in 
' diſcourſing of a ſubje of ſo elevated a nature, as 
never yet to have been wrote of by mortal pen: 
Thou waſt preſent from all eternity, and moving on 
XZ the great deep didſt infuſe vital heat, and as the 
dove when ſhe warms eggs into life, make nature 
= prolific. Whatever is dark in me do thou illumine, 
and raife, and ſupport me, where I ſoar too low, 
that L may aſſert the wiſdonr and juſtice of Eternal . 
Providence, in a manner worthy the ſubject I hare 
uncevtaben to write on, and fo juſtify thy ways to 
men, * 
Nerrwzs the higheſt heavens nor the Jowelt 
hell are hid from thee: Teach me therefore to te- 
late what was the cauſe that moved our firſt parents, 
when they were placed in fo happy a condition, and. 
favoured ſo highly of heaven, to difobey their Crea - 
tor, and tranſgreſs his command, when he had lad 
only one eaſy reſtraint on them, and given them 
full power over the whole world beſides; and who- 
it vas that firſt ꝓrompted them to that foul rebellis _ 
= 91: R was the chief of the fallen angels — 2 
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in the ſorm of a ſerpent, full of revenge and envy, 
deceived the firſt mother of mankind: His pride 
had occaſioned him to be caſt out from heaven be- 
* * fore this, with all the reſt of the rebellious angels, 
by whoſe aſſiſtance he hoped to re inſtate himſelf in 
glory, and again imagined that he might make him- 
ſelf equal to the almighty Gop, and with this am- 
bitious aim made war in heaven, and fought againſt 
his government, abſolute power and dominion, but 
| the attempt was vain, ſor the power of the AL- 
MIGHTY caſt him down from the heavtns, with 
moſt dreadful ruin, and burning, down to the bot- 
tomleſs pit, and everlaſting deſtruction, where he 
Was daomed to live in chains and fire; who had the 
preſumption to defy, and ſet bimſelf againſt the 1 
mighty Creator of all things. 
Tuvs he lay, with his wretched companions, 
rolling in the fiery gulph. The miſerable reflecti- 
on of the happineſs he had loft tormenting him, 
and the knowledge of the eternal duration of his 
torments, he caſt his ſorrowful eyes around, being 
diſmayed, and very much aſſſicted; but ftill he re - 
gained” a ſtedfaſt hatred, and inflexible pride. At 
the ſame time, as far as it was in the power of an 
angel to diſcern, he perceived his diſmal ſituation, 
that it was waſte, and wild, and his idea repreſent- 
ed to him a hortibie dungeon, that flamed round on 
all fides, like a great furnace, and yet there ſeemed 
to be no light, but only viſible darkneſs; z which 
terrible ſights of woe might be diſcovered; regions 
| of horror, ſhades of hell, where peace and joy could 
| | never have habitation, where "vg the only com- 
i} forter never is enjoyed, but endleſs, tortures preſs 
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THE FALL OF MAN. 87 2 
continually, and a fiery deluge, fed with what al- . 
ways burns, and never conſumes: This priſon eter- 
nal juſtice had prepared for thoſe rebellious angels, 

and here given them their portien,. removed three 
times farther from the light of heaven,” and front 

Gop, than from the center to the fartheſt pole 

how unlike was this place to that which he fell 

from! There he ſoon ſaw the companions of his 

fall overwhelmed with floods and whirlwinds of 

tempeſtuous fire; and weltering by his fide, one 

that was next himfelf in power, and next in wicked- 

neſs, who a great while afterwards was worſhipped 
in PALESTINE, and called BEELzZEBUB, to whom 
the arch-enemy (who thenceforward in heaven was 
called SATAN,) breaking the horrid lence, vega 
thus to deliver himſelf: 

ART thou he whoſe brightneſs did formerly out- 
ſhine millions, who at firſt joined me in our hotrid 
enterprize? Alas! how are our hopes blaſted! 
how are we fallen and changed! his mighty arm 
has thrown thunder-bolts with ſuch force: as has 
driven us to this depth of miſery. And yet I nets © 
ther change, nor repent of that fixe] mind, (though 
my outward glory may ſeem diminiſhed) nor off 
that high diſdain which aroſe in me from a ſenſe ot 
injured merit, that raiſed me to contend with him 
who is called ALMIGHTY, arid brought along to 
the fierce contention a numberleſs force of armed 
ſpirits, who durſt diſapprove of bis government; 
and preferring me, with adverſe power oppoſed his 
utmolt ſtrength, in a doubtful battle fought in hea- 
ven, in ſuch a.manner as ſhook his throne, What | 
tough we baveluffered ſome loſs? We have net 
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loſt all, our will ſtill remains unconquered; immor- 
tal malice, and ſtudy of revenge yet remain, and 
_ a couragious reſolution never to yield or ſubmit; 
* that glory his greateſt wrath or power ſhall never 
extort from me; (what other proof needs there 
that we are not overcome?) To bow. and petition 
for grace, and with humble ſupplications, acknow- 
ledge a power to be infinite, and divine, who ſo 
lately had reaſon from the fright of my power to be 
afraid of the continuance of his dominion : that 
would be mean indeed, that would be more diſ- 
grace, a greater ſhame and ignominy than this 
downfall Since we have (as well as He) the 
itrength of gods, and the ſubſtance of which we 
are, being immortal, cannot fail; ſince by this laſt 
great event we have gained much experience and 
foreſight, and are better for oppoſition, we may 
now make a reſolution, to make either by force or 
fraud eternal and irreconcileable war upon our 
great enemy; who now indeed triumphs in bound» 
leſs joy, and having no competitor, arbitrarily holds 
tze dominion of heaven. 1 
Tavs vaunted aloud the apoſtate angel, hack : 

he was in great pain, and ſtung with tortures of the | 
deepeſt deſpair; and his intrepid companion BEEL+ | 
ZEBUB replied ſoon after: 
Gn gAr prince! chief of the many cheened 
powers, that lead the ſeraphim to war in order of 
battle under thy conduct, and brought the perpe- 
tual King of heaven into danger, and put his bigh 
ſupremacy to the proof; whether he be upheld by 
ſtirength, by chance, or by fate, I fee too well, and 
am grieved for the ſorrowful event, that with foul 
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defeat and ſad deſtruction we have loſt heaven, and 
with horrible overthrow, thus low laid all this 


mighty hoſt, as far as gods, and heavenly beings 
ean periſh; for the mind and ſpirit remain invinct- 
ble, and vigour ſoon returns; though all our glory 


is extinct, and our happy eſtate here ſwallowed up 
in endleſs miſery. But what if our conqueror 
(whom I now by force believe to be almighty, ſince 


1 nothing ſhort of omnipotence could have overcome 


ſuch force as ours) hath leſt us this our ſpirit, and 
this our ſtrength entire, only to enable us to endure 
our pains; that fo we may afford ſatisfaction to his 


wrath, or do him great ſervice, as his capti ves by 


right of war; whatever his buſineſs may be, either 


to work in fire, here in the midſt of hell, or do his 
errands in the dark and gloomy deep? Then what 
can it avail, that we feel no decay of our ſtrength; - 


or is eternal being a good, only to undergo eternal 

puniſhment? SAaTan replicd thus: RK 
FALLEN cherub! you may be ſure of this, th 

to do any thing good will never be our buſineſs, but 


our only delight will always be to do ill, as being 


directly contrary to his high will, whom we oppoſe: 


ſo that if his providence ſeeks out of our evil to 


bring forth good, it muſt be our labour to pervert 
that, and ſtill to find means of evil out of good; 
which may often ſucceed, ſo as perhaps to diſturb 


him, and hinder his moſt ſecret deſigns and couns 

ſels from their intended purpoſe. But look, the 

frowning conqueror hath recalled his miniſters of 

purſuit and vengeance back to heaven; the fiery hail 

that was ſhot after us in a ſtorm, is now blown o- 

ver, and hath laid the burning flood, which from 
F A's 
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the precipice of heaven received us as we fell, and 
that thunder and lightning which followed us has 
now ſpent its force; for now it ceaſes to bellow. 
through the great and boundleſs deep: then let us 
not loſe this opportunity, whether ſcorn or ſatisſied 
fury yield it us from our enemy, Doſt thou ſee 
yonder diſmal plain, wild and comfortleſs, a ſeat of 
deſolation and without light, except what the glim- 
*mering of theſe livid flames caſt, pale and very 
dreadful? Thither let us go, and leave the violent 
and painful toſſing of theſe waves of fire; there let 
us reſt, if any reſt can be had there, and aſſembling. 
our diſtreſſed powers again, conſult how we may 
henceforward moſt annoy our great enemy, how re- 
pair our own loſs, how overcome this woful cala- 
mity, what new ſtrength and courage we may gain 
jrom hope, and if none from thence, what reſoluti- 
on we may obtain from deſpair, | \ 
Taus ſpoke SATAN to BEELZEBUB, with his 
head lifted up above the waves, and glancing his 
eyes from fide to fide; as for his other parts, he day 
extended in a melancholy condition, floating in 
length and breadth over a vaſt ſpace of the abyſs; 
as large in bulk as thoſe, whom ſtories have named 
of enormous ſize, as TITANIAN or earth born, who 
is faid to have made war on JovE; BRIAREUsSV, or 
TY? HON, who was buried in a cave by ancient TAR- 
sus; or LEVIATHAN, which Gop created the 
largeſt of all the creatures that ſwim in the ocean; 
{mariners tell you, that in the GERMAN ſea which 
waſhes NoORwAT, GREENLAND and {cELAND, he 
frequently ſleeps; and that they miſtaking him of- 


7 Men for an iſland in the night, fix their anchors in 
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vir tcales and He fafe under his? leecſide ir 40 


morning) in ſuch manner jay 84 TAN, fully ſtreteh- 


ed out and hung in length, chained upon the burn- 
ing lake; nor had he ever riſen or lifted up his 
head from thence, but that the will and high per- 


miſſion of the all-ruling Power left him at large to 


his own dark purpoſes and defigns; that with re- 
peated crimes he might heap upon himſelf double 
damnation, at the ſame time that he ſought to bring 
evil upon others; and might be mortified to ſee, 
how all his malice only ſerved to bring forth grace, 
infinite goodneſs and mercy to man, who ſhould be 
ſeduced by him, but upon himſelf wrath, vengeance - 
poured out, and everlaſting confuſion. 1 
Tak ALMIGHTY permitted him to raiſe up 
his mighty ſtature from off the pool, and driving 
the flames backward on each hand, they roll in 
pointed fpires, and leave in the middle an horrid 
vale: then with out- ſtretched wings he flies upward; 
floating along upon the duſky air, that never before 
had born ſuch a weight; at length he alighted up- 
on dry land, if that may be properly called ſo, but 
it was land that ever burnt with ſolid, as the lake 
did with liquid fire; the colour of which was as 
when the force of pent-up ſubterranean yapours re- 
move a hill torn from PELORUSs,“ or the ſhattered 


* Pelorus, an African pilot, whom they ſay Hannibal ſlew and buri-+ 


ed, ſuppoſing he had betiayed him; but findivg his miſtake, he erected 


a ſtatue for him in a high place near the ſea, which he called Pelorus. 
It is one of the three promontories of Sicily, on the north ſide, about 
a mile and a half from Italy, now called Capo di Faro; Ital, i e. the 
Cape of the light houſe. But here it is taken for the whole iſland of 
Sicily, which is very ſubject to carthquakes, 3 
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fides of thundering mount ZATxat; whoſe com- 
buſtible and bituminous entrails from thence catch» 
ing fire, working with mineral fury, aſſiſts the 
. winds, ard leaves a parched and burnt-up bottom, 
mixed with ſtench and ſmoke. * No better reſting» 
place than this was found by the unhallowed feet of 
SATAN, who was immediately followed by BerL- 
ZEBUB; both of them glorying to have eſeaped 
from the burning lake, which they boaſted was ow- 
ing to their own natural ſtrength, and not to the 
ſiufferance of a ſuperior power. 
Tax fallen archangel thus exclaimed; Is this the 
kingdom? Is this the foil, the climate? This the 
| ſeat we muſt exchange for heaven? This mournful 
gloom for that heavenly light ? Then let it be ſo; 
fince he who is now our abſolute ſovereign can de- 
ceree and order what ſhall be right; therefore to be 
- fartheſt from him is beſt, ſince he whom reaſon * 
makes only equal, force hath made ſupreme above 
his equals. Adieu, ye happy fields, where joy for 
ever dwells! welcome horrors! welcome this in- 
fernal world! and thou profoundeſt hell, fartheſt 
from heaven, receive me as thy new poſſeſſor! Iam * 
one who bring a mind which is not to be changed 
by time or place; for the diſpoſition of the mind can 
make a heaven of a hell, or a hell of heaven. What 
ſignifies it where I am, if I am to be ſtill the ſame, 
and whilſt I am only leſs than he, whom thunder 
bas made greater? Atleaſt here we ſhall be free; 


4 Etna is the higheſt mountain in Sicily, and famous for its frequent 
and dreadful eruptions, which have often deſtroyed the whole _— 
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the thunderer hath not built this place for his envy, 
and it pleaſes my ambition better to reign in hell 
than to ſerve in heaven, But why do we let our 
faithful friends, the numerous companions, and co- 
partners of our loſs, lie thus confounded on the 
gulph of fire, and not call them to partake with us 
their part alſo in this unhappy habitation, and with 
reunited force to try what may be yet recovered in 
heaven, or if it be poſſible to loſe any more in hell 
Thus ſpoke SaTAN, and BEELzZEBU=R replied ; 

Co u MAN DER of theſe bright armies, which none 
but the omnipotent could ever have overcome; if 
they but once hear that voice, their greateſt ſurety 
of hope in fears, and dangers, which they have ſo 
often heard in the worſt extreams, and which in the 
bazardous edge of battle, and in all aſſaults, has 
been their ſureſt ſignal, they will ſoon recover, take 
new courage, and revive, though they now lie in 
extreme miſery on yonder lake of fire, as we not 
; long ſince did, aſtoniſhed and confounded, which 
is no wonder, conſidering that we fell from ſuch a 
dangerous height. 

BEFORE he had well done ſpeaking, the ſupeii- 
or fiend, SATAN, was moving towards the ſhore 
with his heavy ſhield of heavenly workmanſhip, 
maſſy, large and oval, which was flung behind him; 
the broad compaſs of which hung on his ſhoulders 


like the moon, whoſe orb the Tuscan artiſt views 


through optic glaſſes in an evening, from the top 
of FESOLE, or elſe in VaLDaRNo, to diſcover 
mountains, rivers, or new lands on her ſpacious ' 
globe. His ſpear was like the talleſt pine on the 
hille of NoR war, fit for the maſt of a large man 


„ PARADISE LOST; OR, 


of war, with which he walked to ſupport his unea- 


fy ſteps over the burning lake; the heat of hell em+ 


barraſſed him greatly, for it was ſurrounded and co- 
vered with fire; nevertheleſs he endured it, till he 
came to the brink of that inflamed ſea, where he 
ſtood and called his legions, angelic forms, who lay 
intranced and confounded with their fall ; as thick 


as leaves in autumn, that fall into the brooks in Va- 


LOMBROSA, where the trees cover over and ſhade 
the ſtream; or like ſedge afloat, when OR oN, t at- 
tended with boiſterous winds, hath diſturbed the 
coaſt of the ReD SEA, whoſe waves overthrew Bu- 
SIRIS and his MEMPHIAN horſemen and chariots, 
while with treacherous malice they purſued the Is- 
RAELITES, who from the oppoſite ſhore” beheld 
their carcaſes floating, and their broken chariot 
wheels; as thick lay theſe, abject and loſt, in a man- 
ner covering the flood, and in the utmoſt conſter- 
nation and amazement at their miſerable and un» 
happy e. 


— 


+ Orion; it is a ſouthern conſtellation of thirty ſtars, riſing on the- 
| twentieth of March, and ſetting in November; and bringeth ſtorms 


and rain with it. See Job ix, 9. Amos v. 8, Some call Orion the 
God of the winds, | 
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n called ſo loud as to awake all his legions, wha 
lay till then confounded; they riſe. Their numbers 
deſcribed. Array of battle. They name their 
chief leaders, according to the idols known. in Ca- 
naan and the countries adjoining. 


ATAN raiſed his voice ſo high, os it re- 
ſounded through all the hollow abyfs of hell. 
O RE warriors, princes, potentates, chief pow- 


— 


ers of heaven, which was once yours, but now is 


loſt; is it poſſible that ſuch an aſtoniſhment as this 
can ſeize eternal ſpirits? or rather have you choſe 
this place to repoſe your wearied virtue in, after 
the fatigues of the battle, for the eaſe you find to 
ſlumber here, as if it were in the bleſſed manſions 
of heaven? or have ye reſolved in this abject man- 
ner ta worſhip the conqueror, who now beholds 
cherubim and ſeraphim rolling in the flood, with 
their banners and enſigns ſcattered, 'till perhaps 
c'er long, thoſe who purſued us out of heaven will 
diſcern the advantage, and deſcending from above, 
find us thus drooping, and will tread us down; or 
with thunder-bolts linked together, chain us to the 
very bottom of this gulph? awake therefore, ariſe; 
or be for ever loſt! 

| His voice awaked them, and they ſtood aſham- 


ed, as when men who are uſed to watch on duty 
are found fleeping by their commanders, get up in 


ſurprize, and begin to ſtir about before they are 
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well ke. Being ſenſible of the evil 3 f 
they were in, and that they endured the fierce 


pain, they Toon obeyed their generals voice, and 


appeared in great multitudes; as when the potent 


rod of Mosts was ſtreched forth over Egypt, and 


called up a black cloud of locuſts, brought on by: 


the eaſteren wind, which covered over the kingdom. | 


ol wicked PHaraon, and darkened all the land of | 


Nil us; as numberleſs were thoſe bad angels ſeen 


moving ſlowly on the wing, under the cope of hell, 
between fires that were above, below, and on all 


ſides, till, the ſpear of Saran, their great com- 
mander, was lifted up, as a ſignal given to direct 


their courſe ; they alighted down in exact order on 


the firm brimſtone, a multitudegreater than even the 
populous North, GoTHs, SANDALS, HunNs, os. 


ether barbarous nations, and poured from her frozen 
climes of Noxwayr, SWwELEN or DENMARK, to 
paſs the Rayne, or the Dax us, when her barba- 


rous fons came like a deluge into the South, and 


ſpread beneath G1BRAL TER, as far as the outmoſt 4 


limits of AFRICK. | 

Trae heads and leaders of this belli band, 
whoſe godlike ſhapes and forms far ſurpaſs all the 
beauty and perfection of Man, make haſte to join 
their great commander; thoſe princely dignities 


and powers, that once had fat in heaven upon 
\ thrones, tho' now there be not the leaſt memorial 


of their vames in the records of heaven, having by 
their rebellion been blotted out of the book: of 
life ; nor had they yet got themſelves new names 
among mankind, till after a time wandering o'er the 


earth, through Gop's permiſſion, and for the trial 
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of Man, they ſo corrupted the greateſt part, as to | 
make them forſake their Gob and Creator, and to 
transform the inviſible glory of him who-made them 
oftentimes to the image of a brute; which they 
adorned with gay ornaments of gold and jewels; and 
E ſometimes. worſhipped the devils themſelves for 
deities, who were then known to Men by various 
names, and figured under various images and idols 
through the heathen world. 

TIR names were then known, and thers 1 is no 
difficulty to ſay who was the firſt, and who laſt, 
that was rouſed from their aſtoniſnment and the 
gulph of hell, at the call of their great commander; 
who next in worth that came fingly where he ftood, 
on the brink of the gulph, while the inferior multi- 

X tude of the fallen angels, promiſcuouſly aſſembled. 
in diſorder, ſtand at ſome diſtance from him. The 
chief of thoſe who approached the neareſt him 
were thoſe who roaming from the pit of hell to 
ſeek what prey they could devour on earth, durſt 
(though long after this) fix their ſeats near the ſeat 
of God, and durſt abide the Loxp thundering 
out of 51ON, throned between the cherubim; nay, 
FX they often placed their abominable ſhrines within 

bie ſanctuary, and profaned his ſolemn feaſts and 

holy rites with accurſed things, daring to affront 
his light with their darkneſs. 

1 Moloch was the firſt, that horrid king, wet 
with the blood of human facrifices, and with the 
tears of parents, though from the beating of loud 
drums and timbrels, the cries of their children, who 
paſſed through the fire to this cruel . idol, were 
ſcarcely heard; the AMMONITES worſhipped him 
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came they who were worſhipped from the great 


from SyRIA, and had the general name of BAA- 


o 
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in RaBBa, and the watry plains about that city; in 
ARGOB and in BasaN,.as far as the extent of the 
river ARNON; and not contented with ſo near an 
approach, he led by fraud the heart of wiſe SoLo- Mt 
MON to build him a temple over againſt the tem- 
ple of Gop, on a hill juſt without JERUSALEM, # 
and made his grove in the pleaſant valley of Hix- 
No M, for that reaſon ſometimes called ToPpHR ET 
and black GEHENNAa, and likened to hell. Next 
came CHEMS9Ss, an obſcene idol, of which the Mo- 
ABITES, ſtood in great dread, who inhabited from 
AROAR to NE BO, and to the ſouthermoſt mountains 4 
of _ABAaRIM, in HEsHBON, and HoBON AIM, the 
realm of SEON, beyond the flowery valley of 813- 
MAH, which is covered with vines, and ELEALEK, 
as far as the pool As HAL TUS. Another of theſe 
fallen angels was BaaL PEoOR, an abominable idol, 
who enticed the children of IsR4EL in ST Id, 
on their march from EG Y, te perform wanton * 
Fites to him, which coſt them abundance of trouble; 9 
yet from thence he extended his wanton feſtivals, | 
even to that ſcandalous hill which was by the grove | 
of murderous MoLoeu; ſo fixing luſt hard by | 
hate, till the good king Jos iA drove them both 
thence back again to hell. -Along with theſe 
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river EUPHRATESs to the brook that parts EGyeT 


LIM and ASHTAROTH, meaning male and fe- 
male; for ſpirits when they pleaſe can perſonate 
either ſex, or both, their pure eſſence is ſo ſoft 
and uncompounded, not confined to material joints 


and limbs, nor depending on the feeble ſtrength 
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of bones, as fleſh is; but in what ſhape they chooſe, - 
extended or contracted, obſcure or bright, can per- 

Worm their ſpiritual purpoſes, and do works either 
of love or enmity. For thoſe the Jews often for- 
ook the living GoD, and left his righteous altar 


in 
the 


p 6 N even in the form of beaſts; for which their bodies 
; i: Wv<'* bowed down as low in battle, and they fell 
. by the inſtraments of their moſt een ene- 
4 mies. | ; a4, 
"A In the ſame troop e eee ene ; 
whom the PROENTCIANS call AsSTARTE, .the » 
E N 

queen of heaven, and figure her with a creſcent, 
* © . . . 
, to whoſe bright image the virgins of S1Don ſung * 
10 every night by moon- light, and paid their vows; 
= which was alſo often done in S10N, where her tem- 
3 


ple ſtood, on the offenſive mountain of Olives, 
built by that uxorious king SoLoMaARN; - whoſe +» 
heart, though it was wiſe, beguiled-by fair women 
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from among the Heathen, fell to foul idolatry. 
. NeExT came THaMMUz, whoſe annual wound 

in LEBANON allured the damfels of SRI to 
: lament his fate in love-ſongs a whole ſummer's day, 
| IM while the ſmooth: river Aponts ran coloured with 


| purple to the ſea, ſuppoſed to be with the blood 
of Tnauuvz wounded every year; the love-tale 
if corrupted the daughters of JERUSALEM, and war- 
med them with like heat; whoſe wanton paſſions 
EZEKIEL ſaw in the ſacred porch, when being 
led by a viſion, he beheld the dark idolatties of the 
alienated children of Ju Dan. | 
AFTER him came one, who mourned in 1 
whenthe captive ark ſmote off the head and hands from 


1 unfrequented, bowing down lowly before idols, 


* 


* 
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his brutal image in his own temple, where he fell 
flat by the fide of the door, and ſhamed his worſhip- 
pers; his name was DaGon, a ſea monſter, like a 
man upward, and downward like a fiſh; yet he 
had his temple raiſed high in As4DoD, and was 
dreaded thro? the coaſt of PALESTINE, in Garn, 
and AsCaLoON, and ExRoON, and the frontiers and; 
bounds of Gaza. 
RiMmon followed him, whoſe pleaſant ſeat was 9 
fair DaMascus, on the fruitful banks of ARDAX X 
and PHaRPHAR, two rivers of DAMAsCUs, whoſe 1 
waters are very pure and limpid; he alſo was very | 
bold againſt the houſe of Gop, once he loſt a leper, 
and once he gained a king; AHaz, his fooliſh con - 
gueror, whom he brought to deſpiſe Go p's altar, 
and brake it down, for one made like thoſe of 

- STR14;;z whereon he might burn his abominable 

4 ing, and * the Gods that he had con - 
gquered. 

” AFTER theſe there appeared a helliſh crew, who| 
under renowned names of old, ſuch as Os1815, | | 
Is1s, and Oz us and their trains, with monſtrous | 
ſhapes and ſorceries, abuſed thefrantickEGYyT1Ans | 
and their prieſts, inducing them to ſeek their Gods 
wandering in diſguiſe in the forms of brutes, | 
rather than human; nor did the children of IsRatL | 
eſcape the infection, when the gold, that they | 

had borromed of the Ee rr Trans, was made into 
the likeneſs of a calf in Ox ERB; and Innonoam, 1 
that rebel king, doubled that fin in Dan, and 4 
in BETHEL, likening IE ROVAR, his maker, to 
an ox that feeds on graſs; JEHovan, who in 1 
one night, when he paſſed from Ec ve r, cut off 1 
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heinous ſin. | "x 


it would be too tedious to mention the reſt, though 2 
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och men and beaſts (which were the bleating Gods 


hat they worſhipped) with one blow, 
LasT came BELIAL, the lewdeſt ſpirit that fell 


From heaven, none addicted more to love vice 


erely for itſelf; to him no temple was built, nor 


Maid any altar ſmoak ; yet who is oftener than he 
at temples and altars; when prieſts turn Athe- 
Wiſts, as ELi's ſons did, who filled the houſe of 


Gop with luſt and violence? He reigns alſo in 
palaces, and courts, and luxurious cities; where 


4 the noiſe of injury, outrage and riot, aſcend above % 
their higheſt towers; and when night darkens 
the ſtreets, then the ſons of BEL14L wander out, 


uy, 


fluſhed with inſolence and wine; witneſs the x 
ſtreets of 8o po u, and that night in GI RON Wen 


a married wife was expoſed to preyent a more 4 


2 


Tuns were the chief in power, and in order; 2 1 


ſome of them were greatly renowned; the God 
of GREECE, the deſcendants of Javan, e 
as Gods, though confeſſed to be younger than bs 
heaven and earth, which they boaſt to be their 
parents. TI TAN, the firſt born of heaven, with, PR” 
his brood of giants, whoſe birth-right was faid _ 
to be ſeized by his younger brother SaTURN; and * 
he found like meaſure from mightier Jove, Wh 7 | 
was his ſon by his ſiſter Rata," ſo the uſarping 
Juer'reR reigned, * hs 
Trest idols where firſt known. in CReTe ” 
and Ip A, and thence upon the top of Ot. Tur, R; 
covered with ſnow; they ruled the middle air, 4 


which was their higheſt heaven; or on the cliff 


J 
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of DEL» nos, or in DopoNa, where oracles were; 


Aric ſea into the weſt, and wandered over the 
| kingdoms of the world. 


CER NOI 
SHA. . 


= MNotwithftanding Satan was very ſenſible of the 
=_— . * diminution of his glory, in a ſpeech he comforts the 
= fallen angels with hopes of regaining heaven. 

At the ſame time he acquaints them of a new 
3 world, and a neu ſort of creature to be created, 
according to an ancient tradition in heaven; he 
threatens the deity. The rebellious angels all con- 
ſent to follow him, * 


3 LL theſe, with ſeveral more, appeared in 
1 

j {A multitudes, but with down-caſt eyes, and 
1 ® full of ſhame; though by their looks ſome faint 
. glimpſe of joy might be ſeen : their chief captain 


* 


| bt nihilated 3* which was alike viſible from his doubt- 
ful countenance : but SA TAN ſoon recollecting his 

* 2 uſual pride, with high-ſounding words, which 
I Wor a ſemblance of truth but not reality, gently 
raiſed their fainting courage, and for a little time 
| 1 put off their fears. He then immediately com- 


manded, that at the warlike ſound of loud trumpets, 
and of clarions, hig mighty ſtandard ſhould be erec- 
ted: AZAZEL, a mighty cherub, claimed that 
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or were diſperſed through GREECE, with all 
thoſe who with old SATURN fled over the ADRi- 


> was not in deſpair, and themſclves not utterly an- 
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proud honour as his right; who directly from the 
glittering ſtaff ſpread out the imperial enſign; 
which being lifted up bigh, ſhone like a comet, 
ſtreaming to and fro in the air, adorned with rich 
workmanſhip and golden luſtre, being ſeraphic 
trophies and arms; mean time the warlike muſic 
of SATAN was blowing with ſuch ſounds as ſtir up 
battle; at which the whole army fent up a ſhout 
thatſhook hell. In a moment ten thouſand banners 

were ſeen to * through the gloom into the air, 
waving with colours ſuch as are ſeen, in the ſun® — 
at his riſing; and with them were lifted up a © Ff 
vaſt number of ſpears, and helmets, and okay: | 
joined together i in order of battle, of immeaſurab 
depth. Sgon after they begin to move in exa 
order, not unlike 1. GREEK, to the ſound of 
flutes and pipes, ſuch as. raiſed the ſpirits of he- 
roes of old to the nobleſt actions, and demonſtrated 
firm and unmoved valour, inſtead of rage, with 
leſs dread of death, than of flight or cowardice: 4 
Nor did ſuch muſic want power to mitigate and * 
aſſuage, with ſolemn and grave ſounds, troubled 
thoughts; to drive away anguiſh, doubts, fears, 
pain, or ſorrow, from mortalor immortal minds. 

Tavus they, united with all their force, and 
fixed in thought, marched on in profound ſilence, 
to ſoft Abe that in ſome meaſure made their 
painful ſteps eaſy over the burnt ſoil; And now 
they ſtand” advanced in full fight, a tete front, 
dreadful in length, and in dazzling axmour, after they” 
manner of old warriors, waiting what commands 
their mighty chief had to give them; he caſts 
his experienced eye through the armed files, and 
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, eroſs. the whole battalia, by which means he ob- 

ſerved their due order, their countenances, and 

ſtatures, ſhewing them like Gods; at laſt he orders 
them to be numbered. 

AnD new his heart ſwells with pride, and valu 
ing himſelf upon his ſtrength he glories; for never 
ſince did any created man meet ſuch force, not 
in the moſt numerous and powerful armies, which 
if named with theſe, could only. deſerve to be 

i compared to a ſmall people in Ino14; kngwn 
YA — to us by the name of pigmies; through all the 
+. + brood. of gaints that are ſaid to have made war a- 
3 Gods, were joined with the race of heroes, 
ho fought at TREBES and Troy, with auxilia- 
” ry deites mixed on each ſide; and what makes a 
great noiſe in fable or romance, of King Anrnun 
attended by BRITISH knights, and all thoſe who 
ſince that, either Chriſtian or Infidel, have diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves at jouſts and tournaments in 
” © AsPRAMonT or MonTALBAN, DAMASCUS or 
" Morocco, or Txt81s0ND, or thoſe who were 
ſent from the ſhores of Arr1ca, when the powers 
of QCHanBLEMAIN fell by Fox T ARABIA. Thus 
far did they excel in compariſon of any mortal 
4 valour, yet they beheld their dread commander; 
be, in ſhape and geſture proudly eminent, ſtood | 
„ *; like a tower; for his form had not loſt all its firſt 
* brightneſs, nor did be appear leſs N a ruined 
®. archangel, being ſtill cloathed with excels of glory, 
© - bough obſcured: As when the ſun newly riſen 
looks through the miſty air, which hinders his 
beams from piercing through; or when from be- 
hind the moon in dim eclipſe, he ſheds a baleful 
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kafluenee on half the nations, * frightens monarchs 


with ſear of change; ſo darkened was the archan- 
gel, yet he ſhone above. them all, but deep ſcars of 
thunder had marked his face, and diſtreſs was viſi- 


dle on dis faded cheeks, but under brows of daunt- 


leſs courage. and conſiderate pride, that watched for 
revenge. 


rather thoſe who had followed him in his crime 


{whom he had beheld far otherwiſe in bliſs) con- 
demned now to have their lot in pain for every- | 
millions of ſpirits for his fault deprived of heaven, 


and for his apoſtacy flung from eternal glory; yet 


how faithfully they ſtood, though their glory was al- 
ready withered! As when lightening hath ſcorched” 
| the. oaks, though their tops be ſinged and bare, 


their ſtately trunks ſtill ſtand upon the blaſted heath. 


SATAN now prepares to ſpeak, whereon they bend 
their doubled ranks from wing to wing, and fo 


half encloſe him about with all his peers. They 


all gave the moſt profound attention; thrice he at- 
tempted to ſpeak, and as many times, in ſpite of 
pride, tears, ſuch as angels may be ſaid to weep 


burſt from bim; but at laſt mixing his words with, 
a great many ſighs, he thus began: | 


INNUMERABLE multitudes of immortal ſpirits! 
Powers not to be maſtered by any except the Ar- 
MIGHTY! and even that war was not inglorious, 


though the event was fatal, as this place teſtifies, 
and this fad change, batefnl to utter; but what. 


power of mind, foreſeeing or fortelling from the 
depth of paſt or preſent knowledge, could have 
imagined ſuch; united force of ſo many Gods? 


His eye was cruel, but caſt ligns of re- 
morſe and compaſſion, to behold his companions, or 
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For who can yet believe, though aſter ſome loſs, that 
all theſe powerful legions, whoſe expulſion hath al- 
moſt emptied heaven, ſhall fail to aſcend up thither 
again, by the power of their own ſtrength, and again 


take poſſeſſion of their native ſkies? Bear witneſs 

againſt me, all ye hoſt of heaven, if different coun- 
ſels, or any dangers ſhunned by me, have loſt our 

hopes: But he who reigns now the monarch in hea- 


ven, till then fat on his throne, as one ſecure, up- 
held by all repute, by cuſtom, or. conſent, and his 
royalty and ſtate put forth at full; but always con- 
cealed his ſtrength, which encouraged us in our at- 
tempt, and occaſioned our fall. Henceforward we 
know his might and our own, ſo as neither to pro- 
voke him to new war, or tofear waragainſt him when 


. provoked. Our nobler part remains, we are ſtill a- 


ble by cloſe fraud and guilt, to bring to paſs what 


we could not effect by force; ſo that he'll! ſoon learn 


from us, that he who overcomes by force, has over- 
come but half his foe. Time may produce new 


worlds, of which there is a common report in hea- 


ven, that before it was long he intended 'to create 


one, and therein fix a generation whom his choice 


regard ſhould favour equal with the angels in hea- 
ven:- Thither, if it be but to pry, ſhall perhaps be 


our firſt fally : thither, or elſewhere, for this infernal 
pit can never hold celeſtial ſpirits in flavery, nor 


the abyſs cover us long under darkneſs: but a full 


council, and profound deliberation among us, muſt 


bring theſe thoughts to perfection: Peace is deſpair- 
ed of, for who can think of ſubmitting? War then 


muſt be reſalved on. 


SATAN ended his ſpeech, and millions of lamm 
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ſwords were drawn in approbation from the thighs 
of mighty cherubim. The ſudden blaze made a 


* 


light in hell: They raged highly againſt the Al- 


MIGHTY, and graſping their ſounding ſhields fierce- - 


ly in their arms, beat an alarm for war, hurling 
there with defiance towards the higheſt heaven. 


1 


C H A-P. IV. 


- Satan's companions build Pandemonium, and the in- 
fernal peers fit there in council. 


Ta ſmall diſtance was a mountain, from 
whoſe tremendous top fire and ſmoak rol- 

led down in large torrenrs; the other parts of it 
firm, and the ſurface of it ſhone with a bright gloſs; 
| (an undoubted fign that in it was contained mine- 
ral ore, ripened by ſulphur) thither, in great baſte, 


repaired a legion of the devils; juſt as bands of pi - 
oneers march before a royal camp, armed with ſpades 


and pickaxes, to trench a field or caſt a rampart. 
Mu uon led them on; he was the vileſt and moſt 
ſordid ſpirit that fell from heaven, for even in hea · 
ven his looks and thoughts were always tending 
downwards, admiring more the riches of heaven's 
pavement, which was pure gold, than any thing 
ſpiritual, or belonging to God, or to be enjoyed in 
the beatific viſion : Man, firſt taught by his ſuggeſti- 
on, with wicked hands, rifled the bowels of the 
earth, to find out gold and other riches, which had 
better have lain there ſtill, The crew of Mau- 
MON had ſoon opened into the mountain a large 
B 2 
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paſſage, and digged out gold; (let no body admire 
that riches grew in hell, ſince that ſoil may beſt ſuit 
with the root of all evil) and here let thoſe who 
boaſt in mortal things, and talk with wonder bout 
BaBEL, BaBYLON, and the pyramids of EGyyT, 
learn how their gteateſt pieces of architecture, built 
for fame with ſtcength and art, are eaſily outdone 
by reprobate ſpirits; who can perform in one hour, 


numerable hands, cannot. 

A $ECONÞ legion at ſome diſtance on the plain, 
in many pits, that underneath them had ſtreams of 
melted fire iſſuing from the lake, with wonderful 
art produced the maſly ore, ſeparating each kind, 
and ſcumming the droſs. A third, at the ſame 
time, formed within the-ground various moulds, 
and bya ſtrange conveyance from the boiling pits, 
filled every hollow place; as in an organ from dne 
blaſt of wind, the ſound-board breathes to a great 
many rows of pipes. Preſently a very large and 
mighty building roſe out of the earth, like an exha- 
lation, at the ſound of pleaſant ſymphonies and 
ſweet voices; it was built like a temple, where pi- 
laſters were ſet round, and Doric pillars, overlaid 
with golden architrave: the roof was fretted gold, 
nor was there any want of cornice, or freeze engra- 


Cano never equalled in all their glory ſuch mag- 
nificence, though to enſhrine BRT s or SERAP1s, 


4 


A term of architecture. It is one of the five orders of architec- 
ture, from Dorus king of the Dorians in Achaia, who built a magnifi- 
cent temple to Juno at Argi, which was the firſt model of this order. 


what they in an age, with continual labour and in- 


ed with bofſy ornaments: BABTLON br GranD | 
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which were their Gods; or whether it were ſeats 
for their kings, when EG Vr ſtrove with AssYRIA 
in wealth, ſuperfluity, and luxury. The infernal 
palace which the devils had built, was of a great 
height, and preſently the doors opening their bra+ 
zen folds, diſcovered within many rows of ſhining 


lamps and blazing lights, fed with NayaTHa, and 


ASPHALTUS, which from the arched roof hung 
over the ſmooth pavement; they were hung by ſub- 
til magic, and ſent forth a light as from a ſky. The 
haſty multitude entered admiring; ſome praiſed the 
work, and ſome the architect; his art was known 
in heaven, by many a high tower, where dignified 


ſpirits held their reſidence, and fat as princes ;. 
| whom Gop had exalted to ſuch power, and given 


to rule the bright orders, each in their ſacred hie- 


rarchy, Nor was he without a name or adoration 


in antient GREECE; and in ITALY: men called 
him MULc1BER, ſhewing how he fell from heaven, 


thrown doun by angry Jove, quite over the bounds 
of heaven; that he fell from morning to noon, and 


from noon to evening, a whole ſummer's day, and 


as the ſun ſet dropt directly down like a falling ſtar 


upon LeEwMNnos. Thus they fabuloufly relate it, 


for he fell long before with theſe rebellious angels; 
nor was it of any advantage to him now, that he 
bad built many towers in heaven: neither did he 


eſcape by all his engines and contrivances, but was 
ſent headlong, with all his aſſociates, to be archi- 
tects in hell. | 


Ix the mean time ſome of the fallen angels, by the 


command of S4 TAN, and with the ſound of trum» 
Pets, with majeſtic formality, proclaim throughout 
B.-3. 
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all the hoſt a ſolemn council to be held at PAND #- 


Their ſummons called thoſe, who either by ſtation 
or choice were reckoned moſt worthy from every 
legion; they came attended with hundreds and 

with thouſands; all the entrances were crowded, the 
gates and wide porches, but chiefly the ſpacious hall, 
(though it was for largeneſs like a field, where 
champions are accuſtomed to ride in armed, and de- 
fy their enemy to puſh with the lance, or to mor- 
tal combat) for the hall was full, both on the ground 
and in the air, which was crowned with ruſtling 
wings: as bees in the ſpring-time pour forth their 
numerous young in ſwarms about the hive, who fly 
to and fro among freſh dews, and among freſh flow- 
ers, by the ſides of their hive, which is new rubbed 
with baulm, and is as the ſuburb of their ſtraw- built 
city, where they expiate and confer about their ſtate 
and affairs: ſo thick thoſe miſerable angels crowd- 
ed about the palace, but were ſtreightened for room, 
*till the ſignal was given; when there happened a 
miracle; for they who but a little while ſince ſeem- 
ed to exceed the biggeſt of giants, now thronged 
without number, leſs than the ſmalleſt dwarfs, and 
even as ſmall as pigmies, who live beyond the 
mountains of INDIA; or than fairy elves, whoſe 
midnight dancings by the ſide of a fountain, ſome 
benighted peaſanc ſees, or at leaſt dreams fo; while 
the moon ſhining bright, wheels her courſe nearer 
to the earth; they ſeeming to him intent on their 
mirth and dancing, charm his ear with pleaſant mu- 
ſick, Thus theſe ſpirits being incorporeal, redu- 
ced their immenſe ſhapes to forms that were ex- 
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ceeding ſmall, and were at large, though ſtill whhs * 
out number, amidſt the hall of that diabolical court oe 8 
but far within, like themſelves, and in their own * 
proper ſhapes, ſat in privacy and ſecret council the 
chief of the ſeraphim and cherubim, more than a 
thouſand demi gods upon ſeats of gold. The coun: 
cil was compleat and full, when after a ſhort ſilence 
and the ſummons being read, the grand conſultati- 


on began, 
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Upon opening the confultation, Satan debates whether 
it would be prudent to hazard anther battle, for 
the recovery of heaven : ſome adviſe it, others dif- 
ſuade. A third propofal is thought better, men- 

* Zioned before by Satan, to ſearch the truth of that 
tradition in heaven, concerning another world, 
and another kind of creature not much inferior to 
themſelves, about this time to be created, They 
debate who ſhall be ſent on this difficult meſſage. 


is highly applauded. The council thus ended, the 


{i reſt betake them ſeveral ways and to ſeveral em- 
| Playmenta, as their inclinations lead them, to put off 
_ #he time till Satan return. He paſſes on his 
Journey to hell gates, and finds them ſbut, and 
who guards them: by whom at length they are o- 
pened, and diſcovered to. him the great gulph be- 
teen hell and heaven : he paſſes through with 
| 
\ 


diiſiculty, directed by Chaos, the power of "that 
place, to the fight of this new world which he Hake 
ed after. 


Satan their chief undertakes the voyage alone ; 
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CHAP. I. 18 


The conſultation begun, Satan debates about another 
battle, in order to recover heaven: propoſes to 
ſearch the truth of that prophecy in heaven, con- 
cerning another world and new creature. © Thelf 
doubt who ſhall be ſent an this difficult meſſage. Sa- 
tan, their commander, undertakes alane this diffs 
cult taſt, and is greatly praiſed for it. 


NYATAN was ſeated on a throne of royal ſtate, 
which by far outſhone the wealth of Ok Mus, 

or of IN DIA, or where the ſumptuous Eaſt yields to 
her kings rich pearls and gold; he was by merit 
raiſed to that wicked dignity; and from defpair thus 
high lifted up beyond hope, aſpires to be ſtill high - 
er, ambitions to carry on a war againſt Gop, and 
not having prudence to form events, expreffed his 
proud thoughts and imaginations after the following... 
manner. | 

In powers, and gods who inhabit heaven! for 
fuch you ſtill by right are called, ſince no deep can 
hold within its gulph immortal vigour, though it 
may be oppreſſed and fallen: I will not give over 
heaven for loſt; my celeſtial virtues will appear 
more ſhining and more terrible, than from no fall: 
for though my juſt right, the fixed laws of heaven, 
and next your free choice did firſt create me your” 
commander, with whatever hath been atchieved of 
merit, either in council or in battle; yet this loſs - 
(fo far at leaſt recovered) hath at laſt eſtabliſhed me 

B. 5 : 
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much more, in a ſafe and unenvied throne, yield- 


me with full conſent. The happier ſtate, which 


| In heaven follows power and dignity, might draw 
"envy from thoſe of inferior rank; but who will en- 


vy him, who being in the higheſt place, is expoſed 
to ſtand foremoſt againſt the thunder of Gop, and 


to be your bulwark; condemned at the ſame time 


to bear the greateſt ſhare of miſery for ever? Where 
- ot there is no good to ſtrive ſor, there can no ſtriſe 
ariſe from faction; for none will claim precedence 
in hell, nor is there any whoſe ſhare of preſent pain 
is ſo ſmall, that he would be ſo ambitious as to covet 


more! With theſe advantages then, thus tied in 


firm faith, more than there can. be in heaven, we 
now return, to claim our ancient and juſt inberi- 
tance; being more likely to proſper, than paſt po- 
ſterity could have aſſured us: but which will be 
the beſt way to obtain our end, whether open war 


or concealed ſtratagem, is the buſineſs of our pre- 


ſent meeting; whoever. can adviſe, let him ſpeak. 

SATAN then remained ſilent: and next him Mo- 
Lock, who affumed a name of royalty, ſtood up; 
he was the ſtrongeſt and fierceſt ſpir that fought 
in heaven, and was now grown bolder through deſ- 
pair; his aim was to have been deemed equal in 


ſtrength with the ALMiGcary, and rather than be 


leſs than that, choſe not to. be at all;, but having: 


1of that hope, he loſt all. fear: he did not value 


Gop, or hell, or any thing that could be. thought. 
words; and ſpoke as follows : | 
Mx judgment is altogether for open war: I boaſt. 


not of ſtratagems, for in them 1 am not ſkilful; let. 


thoſe contlive them who: haye not ſufficient ſtrength, 
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and when there may be occaſion for them, not now: 
for while they Gt contriving, ſhall ſo many millions 
that ſtand in arms and impatiently wait the fignal 4 
to aſcend, ſit idling here, heaven's fugitives, and 
be content to have this dark and ſhameful pit for 
their dwelling, which is the priſon of His tyranny, 
who reigns only by our delay? No, let us chuſe 
rather, armed with fury and hell flames, all at once 
to force reſiſtleſs way over the high towers of hea- 
ven, turning our tortures into horrible arms againſt. 
Hi M who tortures us; when he ſhall hear, to meet 
the noiſe of His almighty thunder, infernal thun- 
der, and for lightning, ſee black ſire and horror ſhot 
with as great rage among his angels; and ſee his 
throne itſelf, mixed with burning ſulphur and ſtrange 
fire, torments which he himſelf invented. But 
perhaps, the way may ſeem hard and ſteep, to ſcale 
upward upon the wing, againſt a foe above us— If. 
the fleepy drench of that lake does not ſtill ſtupify, 
let ſuch remember, that we aſcend in our proper. 
motion, up to our native feats; ſinking is contrary: 
to our celeſtial natures. Who were there of late, 
when our fierce foe purſued us cloſely through the. 
deep, but were ſenſible what compulſion and la- 
bour it took, to fink us thus low? The aſcent then 
is eaſy, but the event is dubious: it is objected, 
that if we ſhould again provoke H1m, who is ſtrong- 
er than us, His wrath may find ſome heavier pu- 
niſhment for our deſtruction : is it poſhble that 
thoſe who are already in hell can fear to be worſe 
deſtroyed? . What can be worſe than to dwell herez. 
driven out from bliſs, and-condemned in this infer» 


nal priſon to utter woe: where pain of. unquencha»: 
B 6 | 


2 . \ = l \ 
—— vos tbe — oy co r = . 
* 8 — 2 ©] — = 
—_ — 2. - 8 af 


36 PARADISE LOST; OR, 


ble fire muſt torment us, without any hope or ani 4 
Wie are the objects of His eternal wrath, whene- 
ver H1s unmerciful ſcourge and the hour of tor- 


ture calls us to puniſnment: if we were to-be more 
puniſhed than this, we ſhould be quite annihilated 
and expire. Why do we ſtand doubting? We muſt. 

enflame His utmoſt rage, which will either conſume 
us quite, and reduce theſe eflences of ours to no- 


thing; (which is happier far, than to be miſerable 


and have eternal being) or if our natures be indeed 
immortal, and we cannot ceaſe to be, then we ean 


be no worſe; and we feel by proof, that our power 
3s ſufficient to diſturb His heaven, and with conti- 


nual afaults to alarm His throne, although it may 
be inacceſſible; which, if it is not victory, is a * ea · 
fing revenge. 


_ © Herr heended, and with a frowning lock threate 


ened deſperate revenge and dargerous battle, to any 
who were leſs than gods. On the other fide BRL 1- 
AL roſe up, more graceſul and humane in bis car- 
riage; a fairer perſon did not loſe heaven; he ſeem - 
ed compoſed for dignity, and for high exploits; 


but all was falſe and hollow; though his tongue 


was eloquent, and could make the worſt reaſon ap- 
pear plauſible, to perplex and confound the viſeſt 
councils: For his thoughts were low, induſtrious to 
vice, but timorous and ſlothful to good deeds; yet 


he pleaſed the ear, and wich ee and perſuaſive 
- oratory thus began: 


FE snouLD,©O ye mighty eder be very much 
for open war, (as not the leaſt behind for enmity) 


i what was the main reaſon inſiſted upon to per- 


ſwade me to it did not diſſwade me from it, and 


% 


THE FALL OF MAN. 37 


feem to caſt an ill · boding conjecture upon the ſuc- 
ceſs of the whole; when he, who excells moſt in 
warlike deeds, ſufpicious of the event, builds his 
courage upon deſpair, and conſiders utter deſolati- 
on as the end of all his aim, after ſome fooliſh re- 
venge: Firſt, what revenge? The towers of hea-- 
yen are always filled with armed watchmen, which 
makes all acceſs impoſſible: nay, the legions of the 
holy angels do often encamp upon the bordering 
deep, or with. darkened wings fly far and wide into 
the regions of night, and ſcorn all ſurprize. Or 
could we by force break dnr way, and all hell ſhould 
riſe at our heels with fouleſt rebellion, to confound 
heaven's pure light; yet our great enemy would 
remain unpolluted and incorruptible on his throne,, 
and the heavenly ſubſtance not ſubject to any blot 
or ſtain, would ſoon expel all miſchief, and victori- 
ouſly deſtroy all our ineffectual fires. Thus repul- 
ſed, our final hope would indeed be black deſpair; 
we ſhould thus provoke the almighty Conqueror to 
ſpend all his rage upon us, which muſt needs end 
us; that at laſt muſt be our cure to be no more 
A fad cure! for who, though full of pain, would 
Joſe this wiſe and underſtanding nature of ours; 
theſe thoughts, that can ramble through eternity; 
and rather chuſe to periſh, to be ſwallowed up, and 
loft in everlaſting darkneſs, without ſenſe and mo- 
tion? And ſũppoſing this to be a good, and to be 
choſe before our preſent pain, who knows whether 
our angry foe will give it? How he can is quite 
doubtful, but that he never will is very ſure. Will 
he, who is ſo wiſe, at once let looſe his anger; 
perhaps through want of power to curb his paſſion, 
or at unawares, to give his enemics their wiſh, and 
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to put an end to them in his anger, whom it ſaves 
only to puniſh for ever: Wherefore then ſay 
they who counſel war, why do we ceaſe? We are 
predeſtinated, reſerved, and deſtined to eternal mi- 
ſery; let us do what we will, what can we ſuffer 
more, what can we ſuffer worſe? Is this then worſt, 
thus in arms, fitting and conſulting? What! when 
we fled as an arrow, and the terrible thunder of 
heaven purſued and ſtruck us, and we prayed the: 
deep to ſhelter us? This hell, burning as it is, then. 
ſeemed a refuge from thoſe. thunder bolts. Or 
when we lay chained upon the burning lake? 
That certainly was worſe. What if the ſame breath. 
that kindled thoſe fires ſhould blow them ſeven: 
times hotter, and plunge us into the flames; or if. 
from above the God of vengeance, who has with-- 
drawn. his fury for a little ſpace, ſhould arm again 
his incenſed right hand to plague us; what if all 
heaven were opened, and this firmament of hell 
ſhould throw out cataracts of fire? Impending hor- 
rors fall upon our heads: while we, perhaps de- 
ſigning or conſulting giorious war, ſhall be caught. 
in a fiery tempeſt, and each of us be transfixed. 
on ſome rock, the ſport and prey of continual and: 
racking whiriwinds;, to converſe there with ever- 
laſling groans, without any intermiſſion, unpitied. 
and unreptived, and this tor eternal ages! This 
would be worſe, therefore I declare againſt either 
open or concealed war: for. what can force or fiaud 
do againſt him? Or who can pretend to deceive his. 
almighty mind, who ſees all things at one view? 
He from the higheſt heaven ſees and derides alk 
thele our vain motions ; nor is he more almighty. 


? 
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dd reſiſt us, than he is wiſe to fruſtrate all 


our plots and ſtratagems. But it will be ſaid, 


' ſhall we then live here thus in miſery, who are the 


race of heaven, thus trampled on, thus expelled, to 
ſuffer chains and theſe torments? By my advice, 
better theſe than worſe, ſince his powerful arm ſubs 
dues us, and an omnipotent decree; which is the 
will of our conqueror. Our ſtrength is equal to 
ſuffer, or to act, nor is the law unjuſt that ordains 
it ſo; thus, if we were wiſe, we reſolved at firſt, 
not to contend againſt ſo great an enemy, being ſa 
uncertain . what might happen. I ſhould laugh, 
when thoſe who are bold and adventurous at the 
ſpear, if that fail them, ſhould ſhrink, and are a- 
fraid of what they know muſt follow; - that is, to un- 
dergo baniſhment, bonds, ignominy, and eternal 
pain; if the victor paſs ſuch ſentence upon them. 
This is now what we are doomed to! which if we 
can ſupport and ſubmit to, our ſupreme foe may in 
time abate his anger; and perhaps now we are thus 
far removed that he will not mind us, if. we offend 
no more, but be ſatisfied with what he has already 
inflicted; and then theſe raging hires will ſlacken, 
if his breath does not blow up their flames: our 
pure eſſence will at length overcome their noxious 
vapour, or elſe being long uſed. to it, at. laſt we 
ſhall not feel it; or changed and conformed to the 


place, in temper and in nature, the fierce heat will 


be familiar and without pain: what ſeems horrid 
now. will grow mild, and this darkneſs grow more 
like light; beſides what hope the never-ending 


courſe of future time may bring, what change worth. 


waiting for; ſince our preſent lot is ill, yet though 


— 
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Al, is not the worſt of all, except we. become our 


on enemies, and by our rebellion” bring more 


miſery upon ourſelves. 
Thus BELtAL denounced, in words which ap- 


peared to flow from reaſon, difhonourable eaſe and 
ſloth, not true peace, and aſter him Mau Mo ſpoke 


thus: 


Is war be beſt, we muſt difinthrone the king of 
| Heaven, to recover our own loſt right: we may 
hope to unthrone him, when everlaſting fate ſhall 
yield to chance, and Chaos judge the ſtrife between 
him and us; to expect the former is vain, and it is 
equally fooliſh to hope the latter; for what place 
can there be for us in heaven, unleſs we overcome. 
him, who is the ſupreme lord? Suppoſe he ſhall 


relent, extend his mercy, and publiſh grace and par- 
don to us all, upon promiſe made of new ſubjec- 
tion; with what eyes could we ſtand humble in 


his preſence to celebrate his throne with hymns, 


and ſing to his godhead forced hallelujahs, while 
he our envied ſovereign fits enthroned, and bis 


altar breathes ſweet odours-and ambroſial flowers, 


which were our hypocritical offerings; this muſt 
be our taſk in heaven, nay, this muſt be our delight. 
How weariſome would an eternity be to ſpend, in 


paying worſhip to one we hate? Let us not then 


purſue that which to do by force is impoſſible, and 


if by leave obtained, diſpleaſing; for though it 


were in heaven, it would be but a ſtate of ſplendid. 
bondage. Let us ſeek our own good from our- 
felves, and live to ourſelves, though it be at this 
diſtance from bliſs, yet we may be free, and ac- 

. countable to none, preferring: hard liberty before 


FULrIr SCC x TT Sx TFT 7 2 __ 


* 8 * r F— \ FLY 


THE FALL OF MAN. 41 


* eaſy yoke of fervile grandeur; our greatneſs will 
appear the more conſpicuous; when we can pro- 
duce great things out of ſmall, uſeful from bane- 
ful, and proſperous from what is adverſe; and in 
what place ſoever we are, thrive under evil, and 
out of pain work eafe through patience. Do we 
dread this deep world of darkneſs? How often 
does Go chuſe to reſide among thick clouds and 
darkneſs, (which by no means obſcures his glory) 
and with its majeſty covers his throne, from whence 
toud thunders proceed, raging and roaring ſo that 
heaven reſembles hell? As he imitates our dark» 
neſs, cannot we too when we pleaſe imitate his 
light? This deſart ſoil is not without hidden luſtre, 
precious ſtones, and gold; neither do we want fkill 
from whence to raiſe magnificence; and what more 
is to be ſeen in heaven. In length of time alſo our 
torments may become agreeable, and theſe piercing 
fires be as ſoft as they are now ſharp and fevere;. 
our temper may be changed into. their temper, 
which muſt needs remove the” ſenſibility of pain. 
All things declare for peaceable council, and the 
ſettled ſtate of order, how we may beſt in ſafety 
compoſe our preſent evils, having regard to what 
we are, and where we arc, at the ſame time dif- 
miſſing all thoughts of war. Which is the ſub» 
ſtance of what I have to inſiſt upon. 

He had ſcarcely made an end, when a murmur 
filled the aſſembly, ſuch as when hollow rocks en- 
eloſe the found of winds, which have all night 
long blown upon the ſea, and now lulled to ſleep 
ſeafaring men, whoſe bark by chance anchors in a. 
andy bay, after the tempeſt; ſuch « an applauſe was | 
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heard when Mau ox finiſhed, and his diſcourſe | 
that adviſed peace pleaſed: for they dreaded ſuch a- 
nother fight worſe than hell; the fear of thunder, 


and the ſword of MichAEL“ had ſtruck ſuch a ter- 


ror into them, that they had no leſs deſire to eſta- 
bliſh the government of hell, which might riſe by 


policy, prudence, and a long continued courſe of 


time, to be ſet in oppoſition to heaven; - which 
when BEELZEBUB perceived, (than whom none 
fat higher except 84 TAN) he roſe with a compoſed 
aſpect, and in his riſing ſeemed a pillar of ſtate: 
gravity was marked deep upon his forchead, and 


' princely care for the public yet ſhone in his face, 


ſhewing majeſtick, though in ruin; he ſtood like 
Ar As, f fit to bear the weight of mightieſt mo- 
narchies; his looks commanded attention, as ſtill as 
night, or as the ſummer's air at noon, while he ex- 
preſſed himſelf after this manner: | 

| Tarones! dominions! powers! the offspring 
of heaven! or muſt we renounce theſe titles now, 


Michael, one of the archangels frequently mentioned in holy | 
ſcripture, for his good ſervices to the church; the guardian angel of 
the Jewiſh, Dan, x. 12. and Chaiſtian church, Rev. xii, J. He is 
ſuppoſed here to be the chief captain of the celeſtial army, againſt the 
fallen angels. Obſerve the names of the good angels are derived from 
the Hebrew names of God; becauſe they are his attendants, they 
wear his name and livery, i. e. holineſs. | 

+ Atlas, a giant, ſon of Jupiter and Clymene, B gave him in 
command to ſupport the heavens on his ſhoulders, Being on a day 
warned by the oracle to beware of one of Jupiter's ſons, he became ſo 
ayerſe to mankind, as to receive no one into his company, Perſeus 
went, but had no kinder a reception than others, which provoked him 
fo, that he robbed him of thoſe apples he kept with ſo much care; at 
laſt, ſhewing him the head of Meduſa, he changed him into a mountain 
ſo lofty, that its ſummit could not be diſcovered by the eye. 
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and changing our ſtile, be called princes of hell? 
For fo the popular voice ſeems to incline; to con- 
tinue here, and here to build up a growing empire, 
about which we only dream, not knowing that the 
king of heaven hath ordained thrs place to be our 
priſon, and not a ſecure retreat, out of the reach of 
his powerful arm, to live exempt from heaven's 
high authority, and make new leagues againſt his 
throne: but here. we are to remain in chains, 
though thus far removed from him; under his in- 
vincible power, reſerved his impriſoned multitude; 
for be aſſured, that he in heighth or depth will al- 
ways be ſole king, and loſe no part of his kingdoms 
by our revolt; but extend his empire over hell, and 
rule us here with an iron ſcepter, as with his-gol- 
den one he does thoſe in heaven. What do we then 
fit here for, projecting war and peace? War hath al» _ 
ready fixed our fate, and we are overcome with irre- 
coverable loſs; peace has not been offered us, nor 
have we ſought it: for what peace will be given to us, 
who are already conquered; what but ſevere impri- 
ſonment, and ſtripes, and arbitrary puniſhment in- 

flicted on us? And what duty can we return, but 
enmity and hate to the utmoſt of our power, an un- 
tamed oppoſition and revenge; ever plotting how 
the conqueror may reap the leaſt benefit of his con- 
queſt, and leaſt rejoice in doing what we mult feel 
in ſuffering; nor will there want opportunities, non 
ſhall we need with hazardous attempt to invade 
heaven, whoſe high walls are out of danger of alt 
ſiege, or aſſault, or ambuſcade from hell: what if 
we ſhould find out ſome enterprize that is eaſier ? 
There is a place, another world, (if ancient prophe- 
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cy and report in heaven be true) the happy habita- 
tion of ſome new race, called Man; a being near- 
ly reſembling us, though leſs in power and excel- 
lence, to be created about this time, and to be 
more honoured. than the angels by him who rules 
above; ſo he pronouced his will among the powers 
of heaven, and confirmed it by an oath. Let us | 
| bend all our thoughts thither, to learn what crea- 
tures inhabit there, of what make and ſubſtance, F 
what qualities they are endued with, what their 
power is, and where their weakneſs; and whether 
their ruin may be beſt attempted by force, or ſub- 
tilty. Though heaven is ſhut, and the great arbi- 
| trator of it fits ſecure in his own ſtrength, this 
place, perhaps, being the utmoſt border of His 
kingdom, may lie more expoſed, and be left to 
their defence who inhabit it: here, poſſibly, ſome 
| advantageous act may be performed, either by ſud- 
den battle with hell fire to waſte His whole crea- 
tion, or elfe poſſeſs it all as our own, and drive out 
the filly inhabitants, as we are driven out; or if we 
cannotdrive them out, ſeduce them to our prey, that 
their GoD may prove their enemy, and with a te- 
penting hand deſtroy His own works: this would 
be an action far above common revenge, and inter- 
rupt the j Joy Hs had in our confuſion, as well as 
give us joy in His diſturbance; when His farou- 
rite creatures hurled headlong to partake with us 
our damnation, ſhall curſe their frail original and 
faded bliſs. Think well, if this be worth attempt» 
ing, or whether it be better to. fit here in darknels, | 
contriving vain enterprizes. 
Tus BE&LzZEBUB gave his deviliſh counſel,. 
which was firſt deviſed, and had been in part pro- 
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; poſed by Sa rAR; for from whence, but from the 

author of all evil, could ſpring ſo curſed a. malice; 
to confound the race of mankind in the firſt- root, 
and mingle and involve earth with hell; done all 
in ſpite to the great Creator? But their ſpite ſtil 
ſerves to advance Has honour and glory. 

Tus bold deſign highly pleaſed thoſe u 
regions, and joy ſhone viſible in all their eyes: they 
voted with free conſent to what he had propoſed; 
whereupon he went on with his ſpeech. _ 

ASSEMBLY of gods! ye have judged right, and 
like to what you are have reſolved great things: 
this from the loweſt deep {in ſpite of fate) will liſt 
us up once more, nearer our ancient ſeat, perbaps 
in view of the bright confines of heaven, from 
whence by ſome advantageous excurſion we may 
chance to re-enter heaven; or elſe in ſome mild 
zone, or place of leſs torment dwell ſecure; beams» 


ed upon by its fair light, and at the brightening 


beams of the eaſt purge off this gloom : The ſoft de- 
lightful air ſhall breathe balm, to heal the ſcorch - 
ings of theſe corroſive fires. But firſt let 
us conſider whom we ſhall ſend to find out this 

new world, whom we ſhall find ſufficient to 
attempt to find out the dark, infinite, and bot- 
tomleſs abyſs? That can find out his uncouth 


way, through groſs and palpable darkneſs, or | 


take his flight, born upward with indefatigable 
wings over the pathleſs ſpace, before he arrives at 
the happy world where Man is placed? What 
' ſtrength or art can be enough, or what evaſion can 
ever bear him ſafe, through the ſtrict ſenteries and 
thick ſtations of angels, that doubtleſs are watching 
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pond it? Here he had need of the greateſt e 
and we need the ſame now in the choice of whom 
we are to ſend; for on him our laſt hope and the 
> weight of the whole relies. 
Havince ended, he fat down, and looked, ex · 
pecting who would ſecond him, or undertake this 
dangerous enterprize: but they all fat filent, con- 
| fidering the danger; and each of them, in the 
countenance of others, might have ſeen how he 
looked diſmayed; all were at a loſs; none among 
the choice and chiefeſt of thoſe champions, who 
had warred in heaven, could be found ſo bold, as to 
| proffer, or conſent alone to undertake the dreadful 
journey; till at laſt 84 TAN, whom now great glory 
raiſed above his companions, with regal pride, as 
conſcious of higheſt worth, ſpoke thus: 
On! ye fallen ſons of heaven! where perhaps 
ye ſtill have thrones, deep ſilence and demur have 
_ ſeized us with reaſon, though we are undiſmayed: 
The way that leads up to light, out of hell, is long 
and hazardous; our priſon is ſtrong ;z this huge con- 
vex of fire, the immenſe yault of hell, outragious to 
devour, ſurrounds us on all ſides, and gates of bur- 
ning adamant barred over us, hinder all paſſage out. 
After theſe are paſt (if that be by any one poſſible) 
the void and bottomleſs depth of hell gaping wide, 
receives him next who makes the attempt, and 
plunged in that deep gulph, he is threatned with ut- 
ter loſs of being. If he eſcape thence, in whate- 
ver world or unknown region it may be, what leſs 
remains for him than unknown. dangers, and perils _ 
difficult to go through? But I ſhould very ill be- 
come this throne, and this imperial ſovereignty, a- 
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dorned as I am with ſplendor and armed with 
power, if any thing could be propoſed, and judged . 
to be of public benefit, that in the ſhape of difficul- 
ty or danger, I could be deterred from attempting. 
Wherefore do I aſſume theſe royalties? I do not de- 
ſerve to reign, if I refuſe to accept as great a ſnare 
of hazard as I do of honour.- Since to him who 
reigns they are alike due, and ſo much the more of 
hazard due to him, as he fits high honoured above 
the reſt. Therefore, ye mighty powers, the terror 
of heaven (though fallen) go and conſult at home 
(while here ſhall be our home) what may beſt give 
eaſe to preſent miſery, and render hell more tole- 
rable; if there be a cure to reſpite, deceive, or mi» 
tigate the pain of this evil manſion. Neglect no 
watch againſt ſo wakeful a foe, while I far off, 
through all the untrod paths of dark deſtruction, 
ſeek deliverance for us all: I will undertgke this 


bold enterprize by myſelf alone. 
AFTER SATAN had ſaid thus, he aroſe, and 


prudently prevented all reply; leſt others among 
the chiefs, their ſpirits raiſed from his reſolution, 
and certain to be refuſed, might offer to do what 
they were afraid of; and ſo might ſtand in opinion 
bis rivals, cheaply winning the high reputation, 
which he had to acquire through great hazard. 
But they did not dread the adventure more than his 
commanding voice; with him they roſe altogether, 

and their riſing was as the ſound of diſtant thun- 
der: They bend towards him, and bow with pro- 
found reverence, extolling him as 2 God, and equal 
to the higheſt in heaven: Nor did they fail to ex- 
preſs their ſatisfaction, that he deſpiſed his own for 
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- the general ſafety: (For neither do the damned 

ſpirics loſe all their virtue, leſt bad men ſhould boaſt 
their ſpecious deeds upon earth, to which they are 
excited only by glory, or vain ambition, varniſhed 
over with zeal.) Thus they ended their dark con- 
ſultations, greatly rejoicing in their general, whom 
they eſteemed above all others: As when after a 
Norm, if the ſun extends his warm beams, the 
fields revive, the bieds renew their ſongs, and the 
herds bleat, and with their joy make the hills and 
the valleys reſound. What ſhame to Men! De- 
vil with devil holds firm concord; of rational crea- 
tures, Men only diſagree; though they are under 
hope of heavenly grace, and though Goo proclaims 
peace, yet live in hatred, ſtrife, and envy, among 
"themſelves, levying cruel wars to deſtroy each o- 
ther; (which conſideration itſelf might induce us 
to unity) as if Man had not helliſh foes youen 
waiting daily for his. damnation. | 
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Te council being ended, the reſt go per ways, 


and 0 ſeveral employments, as their defires lead 
them, "till Satan returns. N 


AT the breaking up of the infernal council, 
the great peers came forth in order; at the 


head came Saran their king, and ſeemed of him- 
felf aJone ſtrong enough to be an oppoſition to 
heaven; he was called hell's dread empetor, with 
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knights (pur and level their ſpears, till thick legions 
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ſupreme pomp and ſtate, imitating GoD: Around 


him a company of fiery Seraphim, who encloſed 
him with ſhining and dreadful enſigus and arms. 
Then they commanded the great reſult of their 
councils to be proclaimed with the ſound of trum- 
pets: Four ſwift Cherubim ſounding towards the 


four winds, the proclamation was made by the 


voice of a herald, which ſounded far and wide, and 

all the hoſt of bell ſhouted aloud for joy. a 
From the knowledge of what had paſſed their 

minds grew more at eaſe, and being encouraged by 


falſe and ill-grounded hope, the ranged bands diſ- 


perſe, and each wanders his ſeveral way, as inclina- 
tion or fad choice perplexed leads him, where he 
may likelieſt find ſome eaſe to his reſtleſs imagina- 
tion, and paſs the painful hours till his infernal 
king ſhould return. 

SOME of them on the plain, ſome hovering i in 
the air, others contending in ſwift race, as in the 
OLYMPIAN or PYTHIAN games; others curb fiery 
ſteeds, or draw up chariots and troops in form of 
battle: As when, to give a warning to wicked ci- 
ties, there appears war in the troubled ſky, and ar- 
mies fight in the clouds, before the van the airy 


cloſe; and the firmament ſeems to be on fire with 
fighting armies. 

OTHERs of the fallen ſpirits, with rage like that 
of TYrHoN, and more fierce, tear up the rocks and 
bills, and preambulate the air in whirlwinds, ſo chat 
hell ſcarce can contain the wild uproar: As when 
HERCULES crowned with conqueſt from TRESs4- 
LY, aſter he had put on the poiſoned robe, through 


= 
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pain, tore up pines by the roots, and threw L1cn as? 
from OzTA. into the Black ſea. Others more 


tame, retreated into a filent valley, and ſung to 


harps in angelical notes their own heroick deeds 
and unhappy loſs, by fortune of war, and complain 
that fate ſhould enſlave free virtue: their ſong was 
fooliſh, but the melody ſuſpended the pains cf hell, 
and gave a great delight to the thronging audience; 
this was not funding, ſeeing that they were im- 
mortal ſpirits that ſung. 

Oraetrs employed themſelves in converſation 


ſtill more ſweet (for eloquence charms the ſoul, and 


ſong only the ſenſe) others ſat at a diſtance retired 
upon a hill, in thoughts more elevated, and they 
reaſoned high of PRoviDENCE, of FoREXKNOw- 
LEDGE, WILL, and FATE: FIXED FATE, FREE 
WILL, and ABSOLUTE FOREKNOWLEDGE; and 
in theſe perplexing contemplations were loſt in 
chaos, and found no end: Then they argued much 
about good and evil, of happineſs and of eternal mi- 
ſery, of the- paſſions, of antipathy, and glory and 
ſhame; all which was vain wiſdom, and falſe phi- 


 loſophy; yet with pleaſing ſorcery it could charm 


pain and forrow of mind for a ſhort ſpace, and raiſe 
deceitful hope, or arm the hardened heart with ſtub» 
born patience, as it were with ſteel. 

 OTHERs bend their flying march four ways in 
ſquadrons, upon a bold adventure, to make freſh 


diſcoveries in that diſmal world, if perad venture 


+ Lichas, an flow of Hercules, by whom Dejanira ent to this 
hero the fatal ſhirt of Neſſus, the poiſon of which inſpired him 
with fo much madneſs, that he took Lichas by the hairand threw him 
Into tie ſea; but Neptane changed him into a rock, 
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i any part of it might yield them a pleaſanter habita- 
tion. Their way was along the banks of the fout 
rivers of hell, that diſcharge their deadly ſtreams 
into the burning lake; abhorred STYX, the river 
of hatred; ſad AcnERon: Cocrrus, the river 
of lamentation; and fterce PHLEGE TON, whoſe 
waters boil with raging fire, Near theſe runs a 
flow and ſilent ſtream in a watry labyrinth, called 
LerTHne, the river of oblivion, whereof whoever 
drinks, forgets all his former ſtate and being, both 
joy and grief, pleaſure and pain. Beyond this flood 
lies a frozen continent, dark and barren, beat with 
continual ſtorms of whirlwind and hail, which not 
thawing on the firm land, gathers to a heap, and 
ſeems like the ruins of ſome old building, all bes 
ſides being deep ſnow and ice; a gulph as deep as 
that SERBONIAN bog, betwixt Damiara and 
mount Casivs, where whole armies have ſunk + 
'The parching air burns in froſt; and cold performs 
the effect of fire: Thither at certain periods all the 
damned are dragged by their torments, and by turns 
feel all the bitter change of terrible extreams, 
which by change are made more fierce; their ſoft 
ethereal warmth forced from beds of raging fire, to 
ſtarve in ice, there to pine immoveable, fixed in, 
and frozen round for periods of time, and from 
FF thence be hurried back to fire. They paſs over 
this river LETHE, both to and fro, to heighten 
their ſorrow, and ſtrive and ſtruggle as they paſs to 
reach the much defired ſtream; with one drop of its 
water, to loſe in ſweet forgetſulneſs all ſorrow and 
pain in one moment, being ſo-near the brink: But | 
providence oppoles, and ſpirits of horror, like Ma- 
C 2 
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DUS4y with GorGoNiant terror guard the ford, 
and the watef of itſeli flics from the taſte of all live 


ing creatures, as once it ell from the lip of Tan- 


TALUS. Thus the fallen ſpirits wandering, for- 
lorn and pale, ſhuddering with horror, and with 
ghalily eyes, firſt viewed their wretched lot, and 
found no teſt: They paſſed along through many a 
dark and dreary vale, and many a diſmal region, o- 
ver many a frozen ALP; rocks, caves, lakes, fens, 
bogs, dens, and ſhades of death; an univerſe of 
death! which Gop created evil by:a curſe; good 
only for evil, where all life dies, where death lives, 
and nature breeds perverſely all monſtrous and pro- 
digious things, abominable beyond all expreſſion; 
and worſe-than ever fables yet have feigned, or fear 
conceived. of dire CHIMERAS, n and Gox- 
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Satan arrives at hell gates ; finds them ſhit, and 
the perſon who ſat there to guard them, by whom 
at length they are opened, and difchſe to him the 
great gulph between hell and heaven. 


T elite time, SATA N, the eth of Gop 
and Max, with thoughts enflamed with 


1 Gorgonian, of the Gorgons, The Gorgors were ſo called from 


© Gorgon, a venomous beaſt in Africa; they were the three daughters of 


Thæcus, viz, Meduſa, Steno, and Euryalc : So called from thicir favage- 
reſs ; becauſe * killed at the very ſight. 
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geoude deſigns puts on ſwift wings, and takes his 
ſolitary plight towards the gates of hell: Sometimes 


he takes the right-hand courſe, ſometimes the left; 


now flies over the deep with ſteady wings, then 
| ſoars up, mounting as high as the fiery concave: 
As when a fleet diſcovered at ſea, hangs in the 


clouds by equinoctial winds, ſailing from BENGAL, 


or the iſlands of TERNATE, or TiDore, from 


whence the merchants bring their ſpices, they on 
the trading flood ply to the Ca, through the E- 


THIOPIAN ſea; juſt ſo far off ſeemed the flying 
fiend, At laſt the walls of hell appear; reaching 


high up to the roof, and the gates were three times 
threefold; three folds were of brafs, three of iron, 
and three of adamantine reek; impenettable, ſur- 


e d. 
BEeroRE the gates there ſat on each ade a terri - 
ble ſhape, one of which ſeemed a woman to the 
middle, and fair, but ſhe ended in ſcaly folds like a 
ſerpent, voluminous and vaſt, armed with a mortal 
ſting; round about her middle a yell of hell-hounds 
barked without ceaſing, and rung a hideous peal 


with loud and wide CERBEREANT mouths; yet 


when they pleaſed, if any thing diſturbed their 
noiſe, they crept into her womb, and knelled there, 


. f Cerberus, a dog with three heads and three throats, which guar- 
ded.the gate of hell; he ſprung from the giant Typhon and E chidas. 


"Tis faid he fawnied on. the unhappy ſouls which came down, and tore 


in pieces thoſe that-offered to depart. Orpheus, going to recover his 


wife, lulled him to fl-ep with the ſound of his harp and when Her- 
eules went to bring back 4 this hero chained and torced * to 


follow. 


rounded with devouring fire, and * not oonfum- 1 
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and 15 not ſecn, ſtill barked and howled within: 
Thoſe that vexed ScTLLa were not ſo ſrightful, 
bathing in the ſca that parts CaLaBk1a from S1cz- 
LT, nor do uglier follow the night-hag, who, when 
called in ſecret, . comes riding through the air, 
drawn by the ſmell of infants blood, to dance 
with LayLAaND witches, while the en moon 
is eclipſed by their charms. 
Tur other phantom had the likeneſs of a Livgly 

crowu upon his head, but without any joint, limb, 
or any other member, that had any real ſubſtance, 
for it was all a ſhadow; it was as black as night, 
and as terrible as ten furies, ſhaking a dreadiul 
dart. | SATAN being now near at hand, the mon- 
ſter moving from his ſeat, came onward ſaſt with 
horrid ſtrides, fo that hell trembled: 84 TAN un- 
daunted wondered what this might be, but without 
fear; for he never was afraid of, nor ſnunned any thing 
that was created, nor feared any thing but Gop and 
his Sox, and thus with a proud look began firſt: 
Tov horrid ſhape! whence and what art thou? 
that dareſt, though grim and terrible, to advance 
thy miſereant form athwart my way to yonder 
gates? Be aſſured that I deſign to paſs through 
them, without aſking thy leave: Give way, or feel 
the effects of thy madneſs; and learn by proof, 
hell-born! not to contend with ſpirits of heaven. 
Tux goblin replied full of wrath, Art thou that 

traitor angel who firſt broke peace in heaven, which 
till then had never been broken, and in proud re- 
bellious arms drew after thee a third part of the 
ſons of heaven, covenanted againſt the HIiGHESTH; 
for which both thou and they are here condemned, 
outcaſt from Go p, to paſs eternity in woe and pain? 
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and doſt thou compare thyſelf with the ſpirits of 
heaven? Hell-doomed! doſt thou breathe ſcorn and. 
defiance here, where I reign king? (and more to- 
provoke thee, thy king, and lord) go back, thou 
falſe fugitive, to thy puniſhment, and'add wings to 
thy ſpeed; leſt I purſue thy lingering ſteps with a 
whip of ſcorpions; or with one ſtroke of this dart 
I will inflict on thee ſuch pains and troubles as 
thou never felt before. 

Taz hideous phantom ſpoke thus; and white 
ſpeaking and threatening, grew in ſhape ten times 
more dreadful and deformed. On the other fide, 
SATAN ſtood incenſed with indignation, and burned: 
like a comet, that fires the length of Oꝛ Hh α &us in 
the Ak Tic ſky, and from his hair is ſaid to 
ſhake peſtilence- and war. They levelled a dead- 
ly aim at one another, not deſigning a ſecond- 
ſtroke, and they caſt ſuch à frown at one a- 
another, as when two black clouds full of thunder, 
come rattling over the Cas IAN fea, then ſtant 
front to front, hovering for a ſpace; till the winds 
blow a ſignal for them to join their dark encounter 
in the midſt of the air: fo frowned theſe mighty 
combatants, inſomuch that hell grew darker: thus 
matched they ſtood: for never but once more was 
either of them ever like to meet ſo great an enemy. 
And now great deeds had- been performed, of which. 
all hell would have rung, had not the other ſnaky 
form, that ſat cloſe by hell gate, and who kept the 
fatal key, with hideous outcry ruſhed between, 

SHE cried aloud, Oh father! what does thy hand 
Jdeſign againſt thy only fon? Oh ſon! what fury 

= poſſeſſes thee, to bend that mortal dart againſt thes 
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head of thy father? and knoweſt for whom too; for 
him who fits above, and only laughs at thee, who 
art ordained his drudge, to execute whatever his 
wrath commands, which ſometime or other will 
deſtroy both of you. 

Sax ſpoke thus, and at her command, the hel- 
liſh goblin forbore, and 84 TAN ſpoke thus to her. 
Tux noiſe, and thy words, which thou haſt in- 
terpoſed, are ſo ſtrange, that my hand has been pre- 
vented by them, from letting thee know by ſamous 
deeds what I intend; till thou telleft me firſt what 
ſubſtance thou art made of, thus double formed, 
and why on firſt meeting me on this infernal vale 
thou haſt called me father, and that horrid ſhape 
my ſon, I know thee not, nor ever till now ſaw a 
Gght more abominable than thou and he. 

To whom the portreſs of hell's gate thus replied. 

HasT thou then forgot me? and do I feem fo 
very horrible in thine eyes now, who was once ef- 
tecmed ſo fair in heaven, when at the aſſembly, and 
in fight of all the ſeraphim, who combined with thee 


in bold rebellion againſt the great king of heaven? ; 


all on a ſudden a miſerable pain ſeized on thee, thy 
eyes grew dim, and ſwam in darknefs, while thy 


head threw forth flames in abundance, till it open - 


ed on the left fide; from whence I ſprung, a god- 
deſs af a heavenly ſhining countenance, and exact- 
ly then like to thyſelf in ſhape and features. All 
the hoſt of heaven were ſeized with aſtoniſhment; 
they ſtarted back, being at firſt afraid, and called 


me Sin, and held me for an unlucky omen; but 


grown more familiar, I pleaſed, and with attracting 
graces, won thoſe who before were moſt averſe, aud 
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thee chief of all, who viewing in me a perfect i- 
mage of thyſelf, becameſt enamoured of me, and 
fuch joy didſt often take with me in ſecret, that my 


womb conceived a growing burthen: mean while 


war aroſe in heaven, and battles were fought, where- 
in remained a compleat victory to our ALMIGHTY 
foe; to our part loſs and defeat tbrough all heaven; 
down they fell, driven headlong from the ſkies, in- 
to this deep, and in the general fall I fell too, at 
which time this powerful key was committed into 


my hand, with charge to keep the gates ſhut for e- 


ver, which none can paſs without my opening. 


Here I fat, penſive and alone: but not long, before 


my womb, made pregnant by thee, and now grown 


exceſſively, felt prodigious throes, and pains of 


child-birthz at laſt this odious offspring, whom 


thou ſeeſt here, thine own begotten, violently 


breaking his way, tore through my entrails, ſo that 
diſtorted with fear and pain, my under parts: grew 
thus transformed: but he, my iubred enemy, iſ- 
ſued forth, brandiſhing his fatab dart made to deſ 


troy: I fled away, and cried out, DEATH! at that 


hideous name hell trembled, and ſighed from all ker: 
caves, and back reſounded DEATH! I fled, but he 
purſued, (though more inflamed, it ſeems, with 


luſt, than with rage) and being far ſwifter, over- 


took me his mother, quite overcome with fear; 
and in forcible embraces, and foul engendering 
with me in that rape, begot theſe yelling monſters, 
that thou ſaweſt ſurround me with ceaſeleſs cry; 
with infinite ſorrow to me tv be hourly conceived, 
and hourly born; for when they pleaſe they re- 
turn into the womb that bred them, and howl and 
ona C4 
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eat all my bowels for their food; then burſting 


forth, put me to freſk and terrible pain, fo that I 
neither find reſt nor intermiſſion. Directly oppo- 
ſite and before my eyes fits grim DEATH, my ſon 

and foe, who ſets them on; and ſoon would deyour 
me, his parent, but that he knows his end is in- 
volved with mine; he knows that I ſhould prove a 
bitter morſe] and his poiſon, whenever that ſhall 
happen; ſo was it pronounced by fate. But I fore- 
warn thee, my father! do thou ſhun his deadly ar- 


row, neither vainly have hope to be invulnerable i in 
thoſe bright arms of thine, though they were form- 


ed in heaven, for none can reſiſt that mortal ſtroke, 


except HE who reigns above. 
SHE then ended her ſpeech here, and the cun- 
ning fiend ſoon ſaw what was beft for him to do; 


ſo that now grown more mild, he made this com- 


plaiſant reply: 

Mr dear Sages! ſince thou: claimeſt me for 
thy father, and ſheweſt me my fair fon here, (the 
dear pledge of the embraces I had with thee in hea- 
ven, joys then fweet, now mournful, through the 


fatal change that has befallen us,) know then I come 


not here as an enemy, but to ſet free from this dif- 
mal and dark houſe of pain both him and thee, and 
all the hoſt of heavenly ſpirits, that armed in our 
juſt pretences fell with us from on high; I am ſent 
from them on this uncouth errand, and willingly 
expoſe myſelf to tread with lonely ſteps the fathom - 
leſs deep, and through immenſity ſearch with wan- 


dering ſteps after a round place of bliſs in the ſu- 
| burbs of heaven, in which there is a race of upſtart 


creatures, made, perhaps to ſupply our vacant room, 
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though remoped farther off, leſt heaven being o- 


ver · ſtocked with too powerful a multitude, new re- 


bellions might happen: whether this be, or any 
thing more ſecret now deſigned, I am haſtening to 


know; and this once known, I ſhall ſoon return, 


and conduct ye to the place, where thou and 
Dar ſhalt dwell at eaſe, and filently and unſeen 
paſs to and fro; there ſhall ye both be fed, and fil · 
led plentifully, for all things ſhall be at your com- 
mand. 

HERE he ended, both ſeeming highly pleaſed; 
and DEATH grinned horribly with a ghaſtly ſmile, 


HY 


at hearing that his hunger ſhould be aſſwaged, and 
bleſt his maw, that was deſtined to ſo good an hour; 


his bad mother rejoiced as much, and the poly Gus 
to her father 84 TAN: * 


By order of heaven's almighty King, 1 keep the 


key of this infernal pit; forbidden by him to unloeł 


theſe adamantine gates; DEATH is always ready 


to interpoſe bis dart againſt all force, no created 


power being able to oppoſe him; but what tegard 
do I owe to his commands, who hates me, and 
hath thurſt me down, and confined me in this 
gloom of profound hell, to ſit here employed in this 
deteſtable office, once an inhabitant of heaven and» 
heaven-born, yet has doomed me to remain here in' 
perpetual agony and pain, encompaſſed round with 
the terrors and clamours of my own progeny, that: 


live upon my bowels? thou art my father, thou 
gaveſt me being; whom ſhould I obey and follow 
but thee? thou wilt ſoon conduct me to that new 


world of light and pleaſure, where among t the. gods, 
C 6: rey ä 
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who live happy, I ſhall reign 2 — at thy 
right-hand, for ever. 

Uro this, ſhe took from her fide the fatal key, 
the ſad inſtrument of all our miſeries, and rolling 
her ſnaky train towards the gate, forthwith drew up, 
the great porteullice; which, excepting herſelf, not 
all the combined power of hell could once have 
moved; then turns the intricate wards of the key- 
hole, and with eaſe unfaſtens every bolt and bar, 
though of maſly iron, or of ſolid rock; immediately 
the infernal doors fly open, with a moſt. violent re- 
bound, and raſping noiſe of the binges, and jarring 
ſound like harſh. thunder, that ſhook the loweſt bot» 
tom of heli's. caverns. 

In this. manner. ſhe opened the gates, but to ſhut 
them again was out of her power; they ſtood ſo. 
wide open; that an army with all its body and wings 
extended, -marching with their enſigns ſpread, 
might paſs through, with all their baggage and wag- 
gons, though ranked in cloſe order: ſo wide they 
' Rood, and caſt forth a black ſmoak and red flame, 
like the mouth ofa furnace. Before their eyes ſe- 
crets of the raging deep were. diſcloſed; a dark in- 
finite ocean, without dimenſion or bound whatſo= 
ever: where length, breadth, heigbt, and time, and 
place are ſwallowed up; where eldeſt Ni Hr and 
Cn 40s, the firſt anceſtors of nature, bear continu- 
al ſway, amongſt the noiſe of endleſs. ſtrife, and; 
keep their ſtation by confuſion: for cold, beat, 
moiſt, and dry, four fierce champions, ſtrive here 
who: ſhall he maſter, and bring to battle the im- 
perfect particles of the firſt matter; and they are 
very * each by nature tending to their own 
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factions, in their ſeveral clans, whether light, hea- 
vy, ſharp, ſmooth, ſwift or flow, being numberleſs 
as the ſands of Barca, or the ſcorched ſoil of Cy- 
RENE, Which is lifted up with jarring winds, and 
driven about the air. What thefe moſt adhere to, 
rules for a moment; Caaos fits king, and by his 
deciſion embroils. them ſtill the more, by which 
means he reigus; next bim, CHANCE, who is the 
high arbiter, governs all; ſuch was this wild abyſs, 
the deep womb of nature, and it is not unlikely but 
it ſhall be ker grave, made up of neither fea, nor 
thore, nor air, nor fire, but all theſe confuſedly 
mixed in their pregnant cauſes, and which muſt 
for ever fight thus, unleſs the ALMICGHTIY Maker 
give them his dark materials to create, and n 
new worlds. 


ieee 
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Tbe great difficulty Satan had to. paſs the gulph; di- 
refed by Chaos, the power of that place; he comes. 
in ſight of the new world which he was ſeeking 
after. 


HE wary fiend ſtood upon the Brink of hell, 
and looked for a while to this wild abyſs, for 
now: he had no narrow ſea to croſs, nor was his ear 
leſs deafened with loud and ruinous noiſe, than 
when, (to compare great things with ſmall) BgL- 
LoNAaft, bent to, deſtroy ſome capital city, ſtorms. i it 


4 Bciloua, goddeſs of war, and fitter of Mars. It was Ain 
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with all her battering engines; as if this frame of 


heaven were falling, and theſe elements in ne, 
had torn the ſtedfaſt earth from her axle. 


Ar length SaTaN ſpreads his wide wings, Uke 
ſails, flying up in the riſing ſmoak, ſpurns the 
ground, thence aſcending, riſes boldly many a 


league, as it were in a cloudy chair; but that ſeat 


ſoon failing, he meets nothing but the vaſt immen- 
ſity of ſpace; and, now fluttering his uſeleſs wings, 


directly down he drops ten thouſand fathom deep, 


and to this hour he bad been falling, had not the 


. ſtrong rebuff of flying clouds, made up of fire and 


nitre, hurried him as many miles upward: that fury: 
being over, he lights on a finking quick-ſand, and 
nigh foundered, makes his way over what was nei- 
ther ſea nor good dry land, treading the.crude ſub - 
ſtance of the abyſs half on' foot and half flying, that 
made it requiſite for him now to uſe both oar and 
ſail: as when a griffin flies with the utmoſt ſpeed 
over hills, mountains, wilderneſſes and vales, in. 
purſuit of the ARIMASPIAN, who badtſtolen the 
gold which had been committed to his charge to 


keep; ſo eagerly SATAN purſues his way over bog 


or ſteep hill, through ſtrait, rough, ſolid land, or 


water, with head, hands, wings or feet, as he can 


beſt make his way; either ſwims, or wades, or 


cereeps, or flies. At length his ear is ſtunned with 


an univerſal hubbub of harſh ſounds and voices all 


in confuſion, which were born through the hollow 


darkneſs; undaunted he bends his way thither, to 


pared his chariot and wt when he went to the war. She is repre- 
ſented holding a whip or a rod ſtreaming with blood, with diſbeveled 
hair, and fierce flaſhing eyes. | 
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ſee if there was any power, or ſpirit of the lower 
moſt abyſs, of whom he might enquire, which way 
the neareft country of darkneſs lay, that bordered 
upon light; when immediately appears the throne 
of CHaos, and his dark pavillion ſpread wide upon 
the waſteful deep; enthroned with him, fat fable» 
veſted N1iGnrT, the eldeſt of things, and comfort of 
his reign; and by them ſtood Orcus,. and Ha- 
DES, and the dreaded name of DEMOGORGON; 
next Rumour, CANCER, Confrusion, To- 
MULT and DiscoRD, with a thouſand various 
mouths, all theſe in continual mutiny; SATAN, 
turning: boldly to them, added them in this 
manner: 
O rx gods and dnl ſpirits, wa node in theſe 
regions of ancient NiGHT, CHaos, and the bot- 
tomleſs abyſs! I do not come hither as a ſpy, with 
purpoſe to look into, or diſturb the ſecrets of your 
kingdom, but forced to wander this darkſome de- 
ſart, as my way to light lies through your ſpacious 
empire; I want to be informed which is the readjeſt 
path that leads where your dark regions join to thoſe 
of heaven; or if the celeſtial king poſſeſſes ſome o- 
thet place lately conquered ſrom your dominion, I 
travel this dangerous path to go thither; do you 
inſtruct my courſe, which, if you do, it will bring 
no mean recompence to your advantage: if you 
have loſt that bleſt region, my deſign is to drive out 
the uſurpers, and bring it under your dominion a- 
gain, and once more eſtablith there the government 


of ancient NIGHT. 
SATAN thus addreſſed old CHAOS, who anſwers 
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"os him, with a viſage diſcompoſed, and faultering 
in his ſpeech: 


I xNow thee, ſtranger, ao art, that 


aber ae dg angel, who lately made rebellion 
againſt the king of heaven, and was overthrown; I 


faw and heard; for it was impoſhble ſuch a nume- 


tous army could fly in filence through the affright- 


ed deep, with ruin upon ruin, and rout upon Tout, 


- confuſion, worſe confounded, and the gates of hea- 
ven poured her victorious bands, in the purfuit, 


out by millions. I on theſe borders keep: reſidence, 
if any thing I can do can ſerve, I ſhall not be want- 
ing to defend that little which is yet left me, be» 
ing continually encroached on through our inteſtine 
wars, which weaken and dimmilh the power of old 


 Nr6nT; firſt was your dungeon hell ſtretched far 


and wide below; and now lately heaven and earth, 


another world, hung over my kingdom, linked in a 


golden chain to that fide of heaven from whence 
your legions fell: if that be the way you deſign to 
go, you are not very far from it, (though the near- 
er you are to danger). I wiſh ſucceſs to you, for 
deſtruction, havock, and confuſton are my gain. 
Tavs he ended, and SATAN did not ſtay to 
make him any reply, but with freſh chearfulneſs and 
renewed ſtrength, he ſprings upward like a pyra- 
mid of fire into the wide firmament, and forces his 
way through the ſhock of elements, fighting on all 
© fides round him, in the utmoſt danger, and harder 
beſet, than when the ArGo paſſed through the 
BospHoRUs, betwixt the crouded rocks; or when 


UrrssEs ſhunned CHaRyBDiIs on the larboard- 


kde, and ſtecred by the whirlpool of ScxLLa.: ſo: 


* 
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did SATAN move on, and paſs with great difficulty 
and very hard labour; but he having once paſſed, 
ſoon after, when Manfell, there was a ſtrange altera- 
tion; for SiN and DEATAH quickly following his 
path, (ſuch was the will of heaven) opened after 
him a very broad and beaten way over the burning 
gulph, and built thereon a bridge of ſurpriſing + + 
length, which reached from hell to the utmoſt orb 
of this mortal world; over which the perverſe and 

fallen ſpirits paſs and repaſs with an eaſy inter» 
courſe, to puniſh mortals, or lead them into temp- 
tation, none eſcaping but thoſe who are kept by the 
power of Gop through faith into ſalvation. 

Ar length appears the ſacted influence of light, 
and a glimmering dawn is ſeen from the walls of 
heaven: this is the fartheſt bounds of Na Trunk, 
and CHaos retires from her utmoſt works like a 
beaten foe, with ſmall reſiſtance; ſo that 8a TAN 
with little trouble, (and ſoon with eaſe) paſſes on 
calm waves, aſſiſted by ſome little degree of light; 
and like a weather-beaten veſſel is glad to find har- 
bour, though her ſhrouds and takling be all dama- 
ged and torn; he lies on his ſpread wings, to be- 
hold at leiſure the diſtant empirea} heaven, in cir- 
cuit extending wide, but its form and limits not, 
determined; with towers of .precious ſtones and. 
battlements of living ſaphires, once his native ſeat; 

and juſt by was. this preſent world, hanging in a 

golden chain, in bigneſs about the ſize of a ſtar. of 

the ſmalleſt magnitude, near the moon, and filled 
with malice and miſchievous revenge, he makes the 
utmoſt ſpeed to it. 

THE END. QF. THE SECOND BOOK. 
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| I. Tus ARGUMENT. 


| | God being ſeated on his throne, obſerves Satan fying 

| ' towards this lewer world, juft lately created; 
| peru him to his Son who ſat at his right hand; 
fi —  » reveals the ſucceſs of Satatt in perverting man- 
Kind. vindicates bis own juſtice and wiſdom from. 
ll imputation of injuſtice having created Man 
Piece and able to baue withſtood the tempter ; -yet 
5 - makes known his purpoſe of grace towards bim, 
- becauſe he fil not of his own malice, as Satan 
If - did, but was ſeduced by him. The Redeemer ren- 
3 - ders praiſes to his Father for the maniſeftation of 
1 his gracious purpoſe towards Man ; but God again 
| | makes known that grace cannot be given to Man, 


il without the ſatisfattion of divine juſtice, Man 
[8 having offended the di vine majefty, by aſpiring. 
2690 godhead; and therefore he with all his deſcen+ 
2 dants muſt die, unleſs ſome one can be found ſuf- 
Ficient to anſwer for bis offence, and underge the 
puniſbment he ſhould. The Son of Ged graciouſly; 
offers himſelf a ranſom for man: The Father ac- 
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ape him, origins his incarnation, proneunces his 
exaltation above rail names in heaven and earth; 
- 1 commands all the angels to worfbip him: they . 
| — and ſinging to their harps in ſull choir, cole- 
brate the Father and the Sn. Satan lights upen 
'- the bare convex of the world's outermoſt orb, 
- where he firft finds a place ſince called the Limbs 
: of. Vanity: ' what perſons and things fly up thi- 
tber. Satan arrives at the gates of heaveny deſ= 
cribed aſcending by ftairs, and the waters abet 
the  firmament that flow about it: His paſſage 
- thence te the ſun : He finds there Uriel, ibe re- 
gent of that orb ; but fin transforms himſelf in- 

to the ſhape of a meaner angel, making enquiry 
- after the habitation' of man, and being IR — 


| be fir on eng _— Sarees TIN 
. 


Er. e 
The Almighty e Satan 5 e bis 
world, foretelli his ſucceſs in peruerting mankind ; 
and declares his purpoſe of grace thereupon. 


AIL holy light! the firſt offspring of hea- 
ven, may I ſalute thee, and not be blamed? 
| fince God himſelf is light, and dwelling in light 
inacceſhble from all eternity, has always been un- 
approachable. ' Thou bright effluence of eſſence 
uncreated; thou pure heavenly ſtream, whoſe foun- 
tain is Gop. Thou waſt before the ſun and the 
| heavens, and the voice of Gep did adorn the riſing. 
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world, which. before was dark, and but juſt riſen | 
from the Cyaos, without fdtmj and void. Now 


\ 


I vifit thee again with freſh courage, having long 
been diſcourſing of darkneſs and hell; having been 


taught by the heavenly ſpirit to venture down the 


dark deſcent, and to aſcend up again to ſpeak: of 


thee. Thee I now ſafely reviſit, and feel thy ſo- 


vereign quickening lamp; but thou reviſiteſt not 


theſe eyes, that in vain roll to find thy piercing 


ray; ſo thick a darkneſs hath veiled them, that they 
never find a dawn! Yet ſmitten with the love of ſa- 
cred. ſong, I delight to meditate, and in my ima- 
gination wander among the clear ſprings, ſhady 
groves, or ſunny hills, the habitation of the muſes. 


Thee ILviſit nightly, and the flowery brooks that waſh 


thy hallowed foot, flowing pleaſantly; nor am I 
forgetfui of thoſe other two inſpired writers, whom 


fate made equal with me, and to whom I wiſh I 
were equal in fame, blind THanrY®1s, and blind 
 Maxonipes; and Tirzs14s, and PHINEvs, who 


were prophets of old: Then I feed on thoughts 


that naturally inſpire melodious harmony; as the 


wakeful nightingale ſings her ſweet ſong by night. 
Thus the ſeaſons return with the year, but neither 


day, nor the ſweet approach of evening or mor- 


ning, or ſight of vernal bloom, or ſummer's roſe, 
or flocks, or herds, or face of Man, the image of 


of his maker, return to me; but inſtead of that a 


cloud and ever-during darkneſs ſurrounds me, cut 
off from the chearful ways of Men, and for the 


book of fair knowledge preſented with an univerſal 


blank of the works of nature, which are to me all 
expunged and erazed, and wiſdom at the great en- 
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trance of ſight quite ſhut out; For this reaſon do 
thou, celeſtial light, ſhine inward, and irradiate my 
mind through all her powers; there plant eyes, 
purge and diſperſe all miſts from thence, that- I 
may ſee and tell of things which to mortal 8. 


are inviſible. 


Now the ALMIGHTY father, ſeated on a throne 
above all height, had caſt down his eye from above, 
to view at once his own works and their works; a- 
bout him the moſt pure and holy angels of heaven 
ſtood as thick as ſtars, and from his fight received 
unſpeakable happineſs : On his right hand fat his 
only Sox, the radiant image of his glory. He 
. firſt beheld on earth our firſt parents, Apa and 
Eve, as yet the only two of mankind, placed in 
the happy garden of EDEN, reaping immortal fruits 
of unrivalled love and uninterrupted joy in a bleſs- 
ful ſolitude. The eternal Father then ſaw hell and 
the gulph between, and/SaTAn there coafting the 
wall of heaven, high in the thick air, and on the 
ide of NI nr, ready to ſtoop with willing feet 
and tired wings upon the bare outſide of this world, 
that ſeemed like land encompaſſed without firma- 
ment, nor could SATAN, at that diſtance, tell whe- 
ther it was ſurrounded with air or water. God - 
beheld him from his throne, wherein he beholds 
all paſt, preſent, and future things, and foreſecing 
what was afterwards to be, thus addrefled his be- 
loved So: 

ONLY BEGOTTEN n thou obſerve with 
what rage our adverſary is tranſported, whom no 
preſcribed bounds, nor bars of hell, nor all the 
chains heaped on him there, nor yet the vaſt gulph 
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now ſeparated from the new creation can impriſon? 


So deſirous he ſeems for deſperate revenge, which 
mall fall upon his own rebellious head; now broke 


looſe from all reſtraint he takes his flight not far 


from heaven, and upon the borders of light, direct- 
ly towards the world newly created, and towards 


Ma placed there; with purpoſe to try if he can 


deſtroy him by force, or what is worſe, by ſome al- 
lurement pervert him; which laſt will be the eaſe; 
for Man will give ear to his flattering and deceit- 
ſul lies, and tranſgreſs the only command which is 


the pledge oſ his obedience; ſo will he fall, and 
with him his miſerable progeny. Whoſe is the 


fault? None but his own. Ungrateful, diſobedient 
Man! I made him perfect, with power ſuſhcient 
to have ſtood, yet left him free to fall; and ſuch I 
created all the powers and ſpirits of heaven, both 


them who ſtood and them who fell enjoyed the | 
ſame freedom. Had they not been free, what fin- 
cere proof could they have given of allegiance and 


true love, where nothing would appear but what 


they needs muſt do, not what they would? What 


praiſe could they receive, or what pleaſure I, from 
ſuch an obedience? When will and reaſon ſtripped 


of their ſreedom, both became ufeleſs and vain, and 


would ſerve neceſſity, not me; they therefore were 
ſo ereated; not can they with juſtice accuſe me, 


their Maker, or their making, nor blame their fate, 


as if predeſtination had over ruled their will, diſ- 
poſed by an abſolute decree: Their own revolt they 
decreed themſelves, and not I. IfI did foreknow, 
my foreknowledge had not the leaſt influence over 
their fault, which had I not foreknown, had proved 
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no leſs certain: ſo without the leaſt impulſe or i- 
magination of fate, or any thing foreſeen by me, 
which may hereafter happen, do they offend: they 
are free agents in every thing, as well of what they 
judge, as of what they chuſe; for I formed them 
free, and ſo they muſt remain till they enſlave them- 
ſelves; elſe I muſt change their nature, and revoke 
the high decree, which ordained their freedom: it 
was they themſelves that ordained their fall: the 
firſt ſort fell voluntarily, and by their own evil 
thoughts: Man falls alſo, but he is firſt deceived 
by the other: therefore Man ſhall find grace, but 
the other none; ſo ſhall my glory, both in juſtice 
and mercy, ſhine through heaven and earth; but .- 
my mercy ſhall ſhine brighter than my jultice. 


KO ro νν . . - AX, 
CHA p. u. 


Cod the father inſiſting that his juſtice muſt be ſatis- 
fied for Man's ſin, the Son offers himſeif freely a. 
ranſom for them, which is accepted by the Father. 


SWEET fragrance filled all heaven while 

the ETERNAL ſpoke, and diffuſed a freſh 

and unſpeakable pleaſure in the bleſſed and elect 
angels. The Son of Gop was ſeen moſt glorious 
and beyond compariſon; all his father's glory ſhone 
in him, and divine compaſſion, love without end, 
appeared viſibly in his face, and he addrefſed. the 
father aſter this manner. | 
On my Farturs'! that was a gracious word 
which concluded thy ſovereign ſentence, that Man 
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ſhould find grace; for which both heaven and earth 
{hall loudly extol thy praiſe, with the ſound of in. 
numerable hymns and holy ſongs, which round thy 
throne ſhall proclaim thee bleſſed for ever more: 
for ſhall Man, thy creature late fo beloved, created 
fince the angels, be finally loſt, and fall circumven- 
ted thus by fraud, though joined with his own 
weakneſs? Far be that from thee, holy FaTHER! 
judge of all created things, and who alone judgeſt 
right. Or ſhall the enemy thus obtain his ends, 
and fruſtrate thine? Shall he fulfil his wickedneſs, 
and render thy goodneſs uſeleſs, or proudly return 
= to hell, drawing after him the whole race of man- 
kind corrupted by bim? Or wilt thou thyſelf un- 
i make and aboliſk for him what thou haſt made for 
a purpoſe of thy own glory? So ſhould thy good- 
| neſs and thy greatneſs both be called in 3 
and blaſphemed, without defence. 
. To whom the eternal FamntR anſwered: My 
11 Zo, in whom my ſoul is well pleaſed, Son of my 
boſom, who art alone my word, my wiſdom, and 
my eternal power! all the words thou haſt ſpoken, 
my eternal parpoſe hath already decreed ; Man ſhall 
not be quite loſt, but who will ſhall be ſaved, yet 
not wholly of will in him, but grace in me, freely | 
beſtowed on him; LI will once more renew his lap- 
ſed powers, though forfeited, and inthralled by ſin, 
to foul and unnatural deſires; yet once more upheld 
by me, he ſhall ſtand on firmer ground againſt his 


fallen condition is, and to me only owe all his deli- 
verance. Some out of my peculiar grace I have e- 
lected and choſen above the reſt, ſuch is my will: 


| 

jt Mortal foe; that he may fully know how frail his 
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the reft ſhall have a general call, and have frequent 
warnings to forſake their fins, and to appeaſe betimes 
(while grace is yet offered) an angry Gop, for I 
| will ſufficiently clear their dark ſenſes, and foften 
their ſtony hearts, till they pray and repent, and 
5 reſt in the merit of my Sox. To prayer, repen- 
| tance, and due obedience, mine ear ſhall not be 
flow, nor mine eyes ſhut. And I will place with- 
in them, as a guide, my umpire, CONSCIENCE / 
| whom if they will hear, they ſhall attain light after 
| light, and perſevering to the end, ſhall obtain eter- 
| nal happineſs : they who neglect and ſcorn the day 
of my grace, and refuſe my offered ſalvation, ſhall 
never enter into my reſt, but being hard ſhall be 
more hardened, and ſtill more blinded, that they 
may make the more errors, and their fall may be 
I. the greater; and none but ſuch as are thus impeni- 
tent have I-excluded from mercy. But all is not 
yet done; Man difſloyally diſobeying me, has broke 
my commandment, and finned againſt the high 
ſupremacy of heaven, defiring to be God, and loſe _ 
all: to atone for his treaſon, as he has thus broken 
my commandment, my juſtice muſt have fatisface 
tion: he and his whole poſterity muſt die, or a 
God muſt ſuffer for him, and pay the compleat ſa - 
tisfaction. Speak, ye celeſtial powers ! where ſhall 
we find ſuch love? Which of yqu will become 
mortal to redeem mankind, and being juſt, be wil» 
ling to die to fave the unjuſt? Is there i in heaven 
ſuch ſurpriſing love? 
Tus ALMIGHTY aſked the queſtion, but the 
angels all were ſilent; there was none who ap- 
. peared on the behalf of Max, either to defend him 
| D 
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| or intercede for him, much leſs that durſt under- 


take to pay the penalty, or the juſt ranſom. And 
now by the ſentence of the Fa THE R, all mankind 
muſt have been loſt, and condemned to death and 


hell without redemption, had not the Bow of God, 
in whom dwells the fulneſs of the- Godhead, thus 


offered his aſtoniſhing mediation. 


— ALmicuTY FATHER ! thou haſt paſſed thy 
kr that Man. ſhall find grace, and ſhall not 


Grace find out means, that finds her way the ſpee- 
dieſt of all thy meffengers ? That viſits all thy 
creatures, unaſked for, and unmerited ? Happy for 
Man that fo it is, for he being loſt and dead in 
fin, can never ſeek her aſſiſtance, and being in- 
debted and undone, hath no ſatisfaction, or fit ſa- 


crifice:to bring for himſelf. Behold me then! I. 


offer myſelf for :him, my life for his; let all thy 
anger fall upon me : account me as Man: for his 
ſake I will leave thy boſom, and freely put off this 
glory, which I poſſeſs next to thee, and laſtly with 
pleaſure die for him: let DEATH wreak all his 
rage on me, I ſhall not be confined long under his 
gloomy power : thou haſt given me to poſſeſs life 
in myſelf for ever, and by thee I live : though now 
I yield up and give to DeaTH all of me that can 
die ; yet that debt once paid, thou wilt not leave 
me his prey, in the loathſome grave, nor ſuffer 
my unſpotted ſoul to ſee corruption; but 1 -hall 
riſe victorious, and overcome my vanquiſher, and 
rob him of his ſpoils; DEATH ſhall then receive 


his laſt wound, and diſarmed of his mortal ſting, 


ſhall be deſtroyed : 1 ſhall lead hell captive in tri- 
umph, ſpite of hell, and ſhew all the powers of 
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darkneſs bound; thou ſhalt look down well plea- 

ſed out of heaven, while I, ſupported by thee, o- 
vercome all my foes, DRATEH the laſt of all, and 
with his carcaſe ſhall glut the grave, and then re- 
turn and enter heaven triumphantly, with the 
multitude of my redeemed, to ſee thy face full of 
compaſſion, and afſured peace and reconcilement 
thenceforward entire joy ſhall reign in thy pre- 
ſence, and fury ſhall for ever be forgotten. 

HERE he finiſhed his ſpeech, but his meek 
aſpect, though he was ſilent, ſpake and breathed 
immortal love to mortal men: he attends the will 
of his almighty FaTHER, and delights to perform 
his well. AH heaven was ſeized with admiration, 
what this might mean, and what was the intention 
of it; but the ALMIGHT x ſoon explained ir. 

Tov, in whom my ſoul is well pleafed! thou 
art the only peace in heaven and earth found out 
for mankind, under wrath ; thou art well acquaint- 
ed how dear all my works are to me, and Man 
not the leaft ſo, though the laſt created ; ſeeing 
that for his ſake I agree to ſpare thee from my boſom 
and right hand, to fave the whole loſt race of man- 
kind: thou muſt therefore join thy nature alſo to 
theirs, whom thou alone canſt redeem: and be 
thyſelf a Man, and be made fleſh, when the ful- 
neſs of time ſhall come, of virgin ſeed, by a mira- 
culous birth: Thou ſhalt be in the room of A- 
DAM, the head of all mankind, though one of his 
ſons; as in him all Men periſh, fo as from a ſe- 
cond root, in thee ſhall all be reſtored : his crime 
makes all his ſons guilty ; the merit accounted for 
theirs ſhall abſolve all thoſe who renounce their 
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own righteous and unrighteous deeds, and ive 


. engrafted in thee, and receive new light from 


thee : ſo Man ſhall ſatisfy for Man, be judged 
and dic, and afterwards riſe again, and with him 
raiſe his brethren, ranſomed with his own dear 
blood: ſo helliſh hate ſhall be out-done by hea- 
venly love, giving itſelf to DEeaTH, and dying; 
ſo dearly redeem what helliſh hate deſtroyed ſo ea- 
ſily, and till doth deſtroy in all thoſe, who will not 
accept of grace. Nor ſhalt thou lefſen or debaſe 
thy own nature, by condeſcending to aſſume that 
of Max; becauſe though enthroned in higheſt 
bliſs, equal to Gop, and enjoying the ſame as the 


FaTHER, thou haſt quitted all, to ſave a loſt 


world from utter ruin, and has been found the 
Sox of Gop, by merit more than by birthright ; 
formed. worthy to be ſo, by reaſon of being 
good, far more than by being great or high; 
becauſe love hath abounded in thee far beyond 


glory: Therefore thy humiliation ſhall exalt thy 


manhood alſo to this throne ; here thou ſhalt fit 
incarnate, and reign here, both Gop and Man, 
the Son of both Gop and Man, anointed the u- 


niverſal king; I give thee all power in heaven ' 
and in earth, do thou reign for ever; all the 


angels of heaven I put under thy government 
as the ſupreme head; to thee every knee ſhall bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and at laſt when thou 


ſhalt appear in the ſky, attended gloriouſly from 


heaven, and ſend from the archangels, with a 


ſummons proclaiming thy dread tribunal, forth- 
with from all corners of the earth the living ſhall 
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haſten to the general doom, and the dead of every 
age, (for the laſt trump ſhall rouze them from their 
ſleep) - Then all thy ſaints being afſembled, thou 
ſhalt judge bad Mx and bad angels; when they 
come to be arraigned, they ſhall fink beneath thy 
ſentence, and hell (the number of the damned be- 
ing filled up) ſhall be henceforward ſhut up for 
ever. Then the world ſhall be burnt up, and 
c there ſhall ariſe from her aſhes a new heaven and 
a new earth, wherein righteouſneſs ſhalk dwell; 
and after all their long tribulations and ſufferings - 
enjoy happy days, that ſhall bring forth nothing 
but joy, peace, and comfort : after this thou ſhalt 
hy thy regal ſcepter down, for there thall then be 
no farther uſe for it; but Gop ſhall be all in all. 
All ye angels of heaven, adore him, who to ac- 
compliſh all this dies; worſhip him, who is my 
only Son, and give him the ſame. honour you give. 
es 

No ſooner had the AtmicaTy ended, than- 
myriads of angels gave ſuch a joyful ſhout, as made 
heaven ring with acclamations of peaze on earth 
and good will towards MgęN. They all bow their 
heads, and caſt their crowns. down before his 
throne, Crowns that were adorned with gold and- 
immortal amazanth, a flower which once began to- 
blow in ParavDise, juſt by the tree of life; bur 
d after Man's fall, was removed to heaven, where 
0 it firſt grew, now grows, and with its never - fa - 
n 
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ding bloom ſhades the fountain of life, and all a- 
long where the clear river of bliſs runs through 
the midſt of heaven; with theſe immortal flowers 
1 de elect ſpirits bind their glorious locks, wreath»- 
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ed in with beams of light. Now the bright pave - 
ment, that ſhone like a ſea of jaſper, made purple 
with heavenly roſes, was covered with the garlands 
which they had thrown off; afterwards taking 
their crowns again, and their golden harps (al- 
ways tuned) with ſweet preamble of charming 
ſymphony, they uſher in their moſt ſacred ſong of 
exalted praiſes, no voice being exempt; for ſuch 


- , concord there is in heaven, that not one jarring | 


voice was heard. 

To thee, the immutable, omnipotent, infinite, 
immortal, and eternal KiNG, the fountain of light, 
though inviſible ! the brighteſt ſeraphim cannot 
look on the full blaze of thy perfection, but are o- 
bliged to veil their faces with their wings, as be- 
ang unworthy. to look upon thee. | 

TREE, firſt of all creatures, thee they ſung 
next, begotten Son ! divine fimilitude ! in whoſe 
. - countenance, without a cloud, and made viſible 
in the fleſh, the almighty FaTHER ſhines, whom 
no creature elſe can behold ; on thee abides im- 
preſſed the effulgence of his glory, and on thee 
- reſts his ſpirit; by thee he created the heaven of 
heavens, and all the powers that are therein; and 
by thee threw down ſuch of thoſe, as through pride 
and ambition became rebellious: then thou didſt 
not ſpare thy FaTHER's dreadfyl thunder, nor 
ſtop thy flaming chariot-wheels that ſhook the e- 
verlaſting frame of heaven; while thou droveſt o- 


ver the neck of the rebel-angels, routed and put 


to flight : thy holy angels celebrated thee upon the 
victory with loud ſhouts, calling thee Sow of thy 
 FATHER's power, to execute fierce. vengeance on 
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his enemies: not: ſo. on Man ; but he through the 
malice of devils fallen, thou, FaTHER»of mercy 
and grace, waſt inclined to pity : no ſooner did 
thy dear and only Sow perceive that thou- waſt in- 
clined to mercy, regardleſs of his own happineſs, 
than he offered himſelf to die for Man. O the 
unexampled height, breadth, and length of this 
love! This ſhall be the ſubject of the praiſe of 
men and angels through the never-ending ages of 
eternity, ſtill tuning their harps in ſinging the 
praiſes of Gop and of the Lams. 

_  Tavs delightfully the angels ſpent their time 
in heaven above the ſtarry ſphere, in ſinging 
. of holy praiſe and ſongs of joy. 


eee 4 
ee CHAP. III. 


Satan alights upon the bare convex: of the utter» 
moſt orb of the world, where he firſt finds. 4 
Place, , ſince called the Limbo of vanity. 


TATAN having alighted, be imagined before 
| Þ it was a globe; but now finds a vaſt conti- 
nent, dark, ' waſte, and wild, under the darkneſs 
of Nic hr, expoſed, without ſtars, to ſtorms of 
Chaos always bluſtering> round it, and an inele- 
ment ſky ; excepting on that ſide,” which, though 
at a great diſtance from the walls of heaven, gains 
fome ſmall reflexion of glimmering air, leſs trou- 
bled with loud tempeſt; here he walked at large; 


aas when a vulture upon the mountain Ius; 


G ſnowy ridge bounds in the roving * 
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tants of TaRTART, having left a country where 
there was ſcarcity of prey, with intent to devour 
the fleſh of lambs and young kids, flies towards 
the ſprings of GN Es, or HYDasPEs, but in his 
way lights on the barren plains of SERICAaNA, 


where the CHINESE drive their light cany wag- 


gons with wind and fails: fo the fiend walked up 
and down, alone, upon this new region, bent on 
his prey; alone indeed, for in the place where he 
now was, no other creature could be found, living 
or dead: none as yet, but afterwards like airy va» 


p pour flew upwards great abundance from the earth 


of all tranſitory and vain things, when S1N had 


filled the works of Mex with vanity, and not on- 


ly all vain things, but all who built their hopes of 


glory on vain things, or their happineſs, either in 


this or the other life; all who go about only ſeek- 


Ing to gain the praiſe of Mex, and to have their 


reward on earth, the fruits of painful ſuperſtition 
and blind zeal; ſuch find here a fit retribution, as 
vain as their own works: all the unfiniſhed works 


of nature, all that are abortive, monſtrous, or not 
mixed aceording to kind, being diſſolved upon 
earth, fly hither, and wander here till final diſſo- 


lution; not in the moon, as ARr1osTo and ſome 


others have dreamed, (that bright planet may more 


likely be ſuppoſed to be inhabited by tranſlated 
ſaints, or ſpirits of a middle nature, betwixt the 
angelica] and human kind) hither, to this limbo 


of 'VaniTY, came firſt thoſe giants, who were 


born when the ſons of Gop joined themſelves to 
the daughters of MEN. The next who came 
were the builders of BaBEL upon the plain of Sav- 


| | 
* 


— 
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| ank, who fill, bad they wherewithal, . would 
+ build new BADELS: others came fingle : Expz- 
BOCLES, who, that he might be thought a god, 
fondly leaped into the flames of the burning mount 
rr; and CLEoOMBROTUS ®, who leaped into 
the ſea, to enjoy the elyſium of PLATO; and 
many more too tedious to mention; embrios, idi- 
ots, and hermits, friars, white, black, and grey, 
with all their fooliſh trumpery : hither pilgrims 
roam, that have wandered fo far, to ſeek him dead 
in GoLGoOTHA, who lives in heaven; and they, 
who to be certain of going to PARADISE, put on 
the weeds of St. Dominic + when they are dying, 
or think to ſlip in, diſguiſed in the habit of Fr an+ 
cis . They paſs the ſeven planets, and the fixed 
ſtars, and all that is talked of, of Chryſtalline 
ſpheres and primum mobile: And now St. PR- 
TER at heaven's gate ſeems to wait for them with 
his keys, and now they lift their feet as at the a» 
ſcent of heaven, when a violent croſs wind from 
either coaſt, blows them tranſverſe through the 
pathleſs air, ten thouſand leagues out of the way: 
then cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, - 


dCleombrotus, a fooliſh young Greck of Ambracia, a city of E- 
pirus, who was ſo much taken with. Plato's book of the immortality - 
of the ſoul, that he leaped headlong from a wall into the ſea, the 
ſooner to be a partaker of the bliſs in Elyſiom. 

Dominicus, a Spaniard; was the author of that order, called Do- 
minican friars, inſtituted, A. D. 1205. The inquiſitors are of this 
order. Some ignorant creatures put upon dying perſons a prieſt o 
robe of theſe orders, to carry them ſafe through purgatory. 

St. Francis was an Italian merchant, firſt called John, cho inſi- 
tuted the order of Francifcan friars, A. P. 2198+ | ———— 
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are fluttered into rags : then. reliques, beads, in- 
dulgencies, diſpenſations, pardons, bulls, are all | 
| the. ſport of winds : all theſe whirled. upwards, fly 
over the backſide of the world into a large and 
broad LIM BO “, ſince called the PARADISE of 
FooLs.z which though now unpeopled and un- 
trod, in proceſs of time became well frequented 
and very populous. 


S eve Y h h 


CHAP, . 


Satan arrives at the gates of heaven; his journey 

from thence to the orb of the Jun ; where he 
finds Uriel the guardian thereof, and upon ingqui- 
ry is directed to the habitation of man. 


FTrER SATAN had wandered a great while, a 
\ gleam of light at laſt guided his ſteps to it:; 
at a diſtance he diſcovers a high building, aſcend- 
ing by magnificent degrees up to the wall of hea- 
ven, at the top of which appeared what ſeemed to 
reſemble a royal palace-gate, with a front embel- 
| Hihed with gold and diamonds; the portal ſhone 
thick with ſparkling jewels, impoſſible to be imi- 
tated upon earth, either in model or picture. The 
ſtairs were ſuch as thoſe whereon Jacos ſaw an- 
gels aſcending and l bands of bright 


* Limbo, a place fancied by rapiſts, devine upon hell, where 
they fay the ſouls of all the patriarchs and ether juſt men, from the 
beginning, were confined, till. Chriſt at his 8 — thither, 
ang ict them at liberty; | 


o 
+ 
* 
. 
— % — 


furprize diſcovers to his ſight the pleaſant proſpect. 


* — 
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guardians, - when he fled. from Esau as far ag 
PaDan-ARAM, and the field of Luz, as he by 
night lay dreaming in the open air, and waking 
from his ſleep, cried out, Tis is THE GATE 
OF HEAVEN : each ſtair was myſteriouſly meant, 
nor always ſtood there, but ſometimes was drawn 
up to heaven out of fight ; and underneath there 
flowed a bright ſea of jaſper, or of liquid pearl. At 


this time the ſtairs were let down, whether-it were 


to dare SATAN by the eaſineſs of the aſcent, or to 
make his excluſion from the gates of happineſs 
more grievous; directly againſt which from be- 
neath, juſt over the happy ſeat of PARADISE, 
there opened a wide paſſage down to the earth, 
(wider by far than that of after-times over mount 
Sto, or than that, which was over the promiſed 
land fo dear to Gop, by which his angels paſſed 
frequently to and fro to perform his great com- 
mands, to choſen ſeed, being thoſe who inhabited 
from PAN EAS, ſaid to be the fountain of the ri: 
ver JORDAN, quite to BEER-SHEBAH, where the 
Holy Land borders upon EGYPT and the coaſt of 
ARAB1A; ſo extenſive was the opening where 
bounds were ſet to darkneſs, ſuch as are ſet to the 
waves of the ſea, that they can go no farther. 
SATAN now arrived at the bottom ſtair that 
leads up by ſteps of gold. to the gates of heaven, 


and looks down with aſtoniſhment at the ſudden 


view of all this creation at once; in the ſame man- 


ner as a ſpy, when he has travelled all night in 
danger, at the break of chearful day, arrives at 


length to the top of ſome high hill, which to his 
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of ſome foreign country he had never ſeen before, 


or ſome famed metropolis, ornamented with glit- 


tering towers and ſpires, which the riſing ſun gilds 

with his beams: ſuch wonder ſeized the old ſer- 
pent, though he had ſeen heaven, but envy ſeized 
Him more at fight of all this lower world, which 
he beheld ſo beautiful. Round he ſurveys it, 


From eaſt to weſt, and then from north to ſouth 


he views its breadth; and without any further 
thought throws himſelf downright into the firſt re- 
gion of the world, and wings his way through the 
clear air, among numberleſs ſtars that at a diſtance 
ſhone the ſame as they appear to us, but nigh 
hand they appeared like other worlds, or happy 
Hands like thoſe HesyErRIan “ gardens, fo fa- 
mous of old, plentiful fields, pleaſant groves, and 
flowery vales, thrice happy habitations; Sa TAN 
did not enquire who dwelt happy there. Above 
them all the golden ſun, likeſt in ſplendor to hea- 
ven, pleaſed his eye; thither he bends his courſe 
through the calm air; but *tis hard to know his 
courſe thither, whether upwards or downwards, 
or in a direct line; where the great luminary, a- 
mong the thiek conſtellations, that keep due di- 
ſtance from him, diſpenſes light from afar : they 
as they move turn their ſwift and various motions, 
which compute days, months, and years, towards 


* Heſperian; the famous gardens of Heſperus the brother of Atlas, 
fad to be in the weſtern iſlands of Cape Verd or, the Cararies, which 
belong to Africa, and lie under the evening ſtar, (which the Greeks 
and Latins call Heſperus and Veſperus) wherein were golden apples 
kept by a watehful dragon, The fable is taken frem wy = rear of 
EScn, eee 1 
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his all-chearing lamp ; or elſe are turned by his at- 
tractive power that warms the univerſe gently, and 
with kind influence darts invifble virtue, even to 

the bottom: of the ocean; ſo properly was he pla» 
ced in his bright ſtation : upon this place SATAN 
alighted, a place which perhaps no aftronomer 
ever had ſeen, or can ever diſcover with all the 
help of glaffes that have ſince been found out. He 
found the place charming beyond all conception, 
compared with any thing on earth, either metal or 
ſtone 3 not all the parts alike, but all alike en- 
lightened in all parts; as red hot iron is by fire; 
if metal, part of it ſeemed, gold, and part clear 
filver; if ſtone, moſt carbuncle, or chryſolite, or 
ruby, or topaz, or the twelve that ſhone in the 
breaſt-plate of AARON, or that ſeen rather in ima» 
gination than elſewhere,. alchymiſts have ſo long 
fearched after in vain, though by their powerful 
art they bind quickfilver, and change matter into 
all manner of forms: What wonder then if the 
fields. and regions here breathe forth pure elixir, 
and rivers run with liquid gold; when with one 
powerful touch the ſun, though ſo far remote from 
us, and mixed with earthly matter, here in the 
dark produces ſo many precious things, of colour 
ſo glorious, and of ſo rare effect? Here SaTAaN 
met with new objects to gaze at, nor was be daz - 
zled by ſo much light; his eye commanded far and 
wide, jor here was no ſhade or obſtacle to obſcure 
his ſight, for all was ſunſhine, as at noon; ſo 
now the ſun- beams ſhoot 'upward, ſtill direct, 
whence no way round can fall any ſhadow from 
dark bodies, and the air ſharpened the eyes of: S- 
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' TAN, to objects far diſtant, whereby he ſoon diſ- 
covered a glorious angel ſtand within, the fame 
whom Saint Joh ſaw alſo in the fun ; his back 
was turned, but his. brightneſs was not hid; a 
golden crown encircled his head, nor leſs bright. 
were his locks that hung behind waving on his 
. ſhoulders, which were covered with wings; he 
feemed wholy taken up, having his og fixed 
upon ſome important affair. | 

SATAN was glad of this, as being now in gee 
of finding one who might direct his wandering 
flight to PARADISE, the happy ſeat of Man; the 
propoſed end of his journey; and the beginning 
of our woe : But being conſcious of his foul ſhape, 
he conſults how he might change this, for fear of 
bringing him into danger, and occaſion delay in 
his journey; and now he appears like a youthfub 
cherub, not one of the chief, yet ſuch as youth 
imiled celeſtial in his face, and to every limb im- 
% parted ſuitable grace : Under a coronet-his flowing 
hair played upon either cheek in curls; he wore 
wings of many. party-coloured feathers ſprinkled 
with gold : his habit was girt about him, as fit for 
travel, and he held in his hand a filver wand. He 
did not draw near without being heard; the bright 
angel on his approach turned his radiant viſage, 
and SATAN. knew him to be the arch-angel U- 
- RIEL, one of the ſeven who ſtand in the preſence- 
of God, neareſt to his throne, ready at command, 
and are as: his. eyes that run through the heavens, 
earth, and ſea, S4 TAN advances to bim, and 
thus accoſts him: 


- UzizL ! for thou uſed to be the firſt of thoſe 
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ſeven ſpirits, that ſtand inthe fight of Gon's high 
and gloriouſly bright throne, to bring his great 
will through the higheſt heaven, and to be inter- 
preter of it; where all the ſons of heaven attend 
to hear thy orders; F am come wandering alone 
from the choirs of cherubim, with an unſpeakable 
deſire to know all the wonders of the Supreme 
Majeſty, but particularly Man, who, I am in- 
formed, is his ehief favourite, and for whom he 
has created a new world: Brighteſt Seraph, in- 
form me in which of thoſe orbs he dwells, or if he 
has it in his option to dwell in any of them he 
pleaſes? that I may behold this happy being, on 
whom the great Creator hath beſtowed. ſo many. 
favours, and ſo I may adore with all beings the... 
univerſal Maker, who has driven to hell the res 
bellious angels, and has created this happy race 
to ſhew forth his praiſe ! 

Tuvus ſpoke the falſe deeeiver, without being 
diſcovered ; for neither Man nor angel can diſs 
cover bypeceifys which is the only evil that walks 
inviſible through beaven and earth, except to Gos 
alone. Thus by his hypocriſy the arch fiend now 
beguiled URIBL, though he was regent of the 
ſun, and eſteemed to be the ſharpeſt ſighted angel 
in heaven; who te the black and fraudulent im- 
poſtor, from his. upright heart, thus made anſwer: 

FaikR angel! thy deſire, which inclines to 
know the works of Gop, that thou mayeſt there - 
by glorify the great work»maſter, deſerves not 
blame, but rather merits praiſe, that led thee hi- 
ther from thy heavenly manſion thus alone, to be- 
hold with thine own eyes, what others have only 
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heard in heaven, contented with a report; for full 
of wonder indeed are all his works, pleaſant to 
know, and always to be had in remembrance with 
rapture and delight. But what created mind can 
comprehend their number, or the infinite wiſdom 
that brought them forth, but hid their cauſes in a, 
depth not to be fathomed ? I ſaw when the form- 
leſs maſs, the material mold of this world, came 
to a heap at his word ; CoNrUsiox heard his 

voice, and wild UP ROA ſtood. controuled; and- 
after this, at his ſecond command, the darkneſs- 
fled, light ſhone, and order ſprung from diſorder ;. 
the elements flew ſwift to their ſeveral ſtations ;. 
fire, water, earth and air, and the pureſt zther 
w upward, ſpirited with various forms, that: 
olled orbicular, and turned to numberleſs ſtars, as 
thou ſeeſt, and how they move; each had its- 
courſe and place appointed, and the reſt ſurround. 
and inwall the univerſe. Look downward upon 
that globe, whoſe hither fide ſhines from hence, 
though but with reflected light: that place is the 
earth, and the ſeat of Max; that light is his day,. 
which were it not for that, NIR (as ſhe does. 
the other hemiſpheres) would cover ; but there the 
neighbouring moon timely interpoſes her aid, her 
monthly round ftill ending and ſtill renewing,. 
through the midſt of heaven : 'with borrowed light. 
me fills her increaſing and decreafing face to en- 
lighten the earth, and checks the night in her pale 
dominion. That ſpot to which I point now is PA- 
RADISE, the abode of Ap AM; thoſe ſoft ſhades 
are his bower: the way thither thou canſt not 
miſs; my buſineſs. requires me to go a different 
way. 
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Uyon this he turned, and 84 TAN proſtrated 
himſelf, which is always practiſed in heaven, 
where the inferior always bow to the ſuperior an- 
gels, with the utmoſt reverence; after which he 
immediately took wing, and flying with the utmoſt 
ſpeed, at laſt. lighted. upon the mountain in . 
TES ®, 


* 
* 


Niphates is a very high mountain, part of mount Taurus, be- 
tween Armenia and Meſopotamia, not far from Patadiſe, and the ſouret 
of Euphrates and Tigris. 
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8 0 BOOK FOURTH , 


4 
* ARGUMENT. FED 
3 n 

Satan, beinfiarrived within fobt of Eden, where 
wat to attempt the bold enterprizeboth againſt 
*” God und Man, i aſſaulted with many doubts and 

Paſſions, fear, envy and deſpair ; overcomes them 

all, is fully confirmed in his evil intentions, and 
goes forward in his way to Paradiſe, where he 
at laft arrives. The fituation of Paradiſe de- 
feribed. Satan leaps over the walls in the ſhape 

of a cormorant, and perches upan the tree of 
life, that being the higheſt tree in tie garden. 

The garden of Ren deſcribed ; bis wonder, at 

firſt ſeeing Adam and Eve; theit beautiful forms 
deſcribed, and their happineſs ; bis inbred ma- 
lice determines him to work their ruin; he over 
heats their diſcourſe, and from "thence learnt, 
that they are under the penalty of death, being 
forbid to eat of the tree of knowledge; and on this 
Foundation he deſigns to make his attacks by in- 
* ticing them to tranſgreſs this command. He 
then leaves them, to learn more particularly of 
their condition by ſame other means. In the. 
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mean time Uriel deſcends 0 paradiſt, and ac- - 
quaints. Gabriel, who kept watch over Paradiſe, 
that ſome evil ſpirit had eſcaped out of the deep, 

in the form of a good angel, and had taken the 

way to Paradiſe, but was diſcovered by bis fu- 
rious geftures. Gabriel promiſes to find him out 
before” morning. At the . of night A. 
dam and Eve diſcourſe of going to fleep : Their 
bower and evening adoration deſcribed: Gabriel 

draws out his guards to watch Paradiſe, and 
appoints two firong angels to guard their bower :. 

_ there they find bim at Eve's ear tempting her in 

a dream, bring him againſt his will, to Gabrieh- 
to whom be behaves impertinently, and offer 


ST, 
. fiſtance, but is hindered by a fign from 7 
. after which he flies out of Paradiſe. 


CT TL IL NTN TNT KTK N 


Satan, in view of Eden, falls into many doubts 
with himſelf, yet travels g on to Paradiſe, which 
us aſcribed. 


VR firſt parents never ſtood ſo much in need 

ot the warning voice which Saint Jonn 
heard cry aloud, Wot ro THE INHABITANTS 
OF THE EARTH, for had our firſt parents been 
warned, they might perhaps have eſcaped the fa- 
tal ſnare of their grand enemy, who being enra- 
ged at the loſs of the firſt battle, is come to re - 
venge on frail and innocent Max his loſs of the 
_ celeſtial manſions. His courage now began to 
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fail d nor had he cauſe to boaſt his baſe at- 
tempt, the” execution of whieh being near its birth, 
raifes dark thoughts in him, rolls and boils in 
his tumultuous breaft, and like a deviliſh engine 
recoils back upon himſelf : Horror and doubt diſ- 
tract his troubled mind, and from the bottom ſtir 
up the hell within him; for he cannor fly one ſtep 
from hell by change of place, no more than he can 
fly from himſelf: Now conſcience wakes the bitter 
remembrance of what he was, thoughts of what is, 
and what he muſt be; for of worſe actions worſe 
ſufferings muſt be the conſequence. Sometimes 
the fixcs his dejected look towards EDEN, which 
ow appeared pleaſant in his view, and ſometimes 
erde heaven and the full blazing fun, now in 
its meridian height; then recollecting within bim- 
ſelf, he thus began with broken accents: 
On Thou, whom the God of this new world 
has crowned with furpaſſing glory, he at whoſe 
ſight all the ſtars hide their heads; to Thee! I 
call, but with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 
O ſun! to tell thee how much I hate thy beams, 
that bring to my doleful remembrance from what 
ſtate I fell : How glorious once did I fit, far above 
thy ſphere! till pride and ambition threw me 
down, for waging war in heaven againſt its adora- 
ble King. Ah, for what cauſe did I ſo! be de- 
ſerved from me no ſuch return, whom he created 
What I was in that bright ſtation ; He upbraided 
none with the good gifts he gave; nor was it any 
trouble. to ſerve him ; Could there be any thing 
eaſier than to afford him praiſe, and pay, him thanks? 
How juſtly was this his due! yet his good:proved 
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ill in me, and worked nothing but malice ; for 
being lifted up ſo high, I diſdained ſubjection, 
and thought that one ſtep higher would ſet me 
higheſt of all, and ſo in a moment quit me of the 
immenſe debt of endleſs gratitude; fo burdenſome 


it is always to be paying, and ſtill to owe; for- 


getful that from him I was ſtill receiving; and 
did not conſider that a grateful mind, by acknow- 
ledging the benefit, owes not, but ſo pays. Where 

was the hardſhip then? O had his powerful provi- 
dence ordained and made me ſome inferior angel 
then I had ftood happy; no unbounded bope had 
raiſed ambition in me! and yet ſome other power 
as great as I might have aſpired, and drawn me, 
though a ſpirit of meaner rank, into his rebelliong 
But other powers as great did not fall, but ſtand 
now unſhaken, armed againſt all temptation, ei- 
ther from without or from within. Hadſt thou 
the ſame free-will and power to ſtand as they ? 
Thou hadſt ! Whom haſt thou then to accule ? 
Or what ? But heaven's free love equally dealt to 
all? Accurſed be his love! ſince it be love or hate, 
it alike deals out to me eternal miſery : Nay, let 
me be accurſed! ſince I choſe freely againſt his 
will what I now ſo juſtly repent. Miſerable wretch 
that I am ! which way ſhall I fly from infinite 
wrath, and from infinite deſpair ? which ever way 
I fly is hell; I myſelf am hell, and in the loweſt. 
depth; a lower deep ſtill opens wide, always 


threatening to devour me, to which the preſent 
hell I ſuffer ſeems to be a heaven. O then relent 
at laſt! Is there no place left for repentance ? 
Is there none left for pardon ! No, there is none 


| eilement, where wounds of ſo deadly hate have 
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left, but by ſubmiſſion; and that pride forbids me, 


and the fear that I have of being reflected on by 
the ſpirits I have ſeduced, whom I made believe 
that 1 was ſo ſtrong as to overcome the Almighty 
and Qmnipotent Gop. Ah me! little do they 
know thow terribly I ſuffer for that vain boaſting ; 
under what torments I groan inwardly, while they 
adore 'me, high ſeated on the throne of hell, and 


diſtinguiſhed with regal power. So much the 


lower ſtill 1 fall, only ſupreme in miſery ; ſuch 
miſery does ambition make ! But ſay that I could 
repent, and could by an act of. grace retam my 


former ſtate ; how ſoon would my exaltation recal 


high thoughts? And how ſoon ſhould I reverſe 


# what feigned ſubmiſſion had ſworn! Eaſe would 


make me look upon vows that were made in pain, 
as void ; {for never can there grow a true recon- 


Pierced fo deep) which would but lead me on to a 


worſe relapſe, and a fall ſtill heavier: by which 


means I ſhould dearly purchaſe a ſhort intermiſſion 
of my preſent torments, bought at the price of 


double anguiſh. My puniſher knows this, and 


therefore is as far from granting peace, as I am 
from begging it ; for now he has created. a new 
world, and Max in it, who is now his delight, 
therefore all hope is for ever excluded : So farewell 
hope! and with hope farewell alſo fear! farewell 
remorſe ! all good is loſt to me; Evil be thou 


henceforth my good! by thee at leaſt I hold a di- 


vided empire with the King of heaven, and by 
thy means perhaps will reign more than half; as 
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Max, before it is long, and this new world ſhall 
be ſenſible of it. | 

ANGER, envy, and deſpair were perceivable in 
his countenance, while he was thus proudly boaſt- 
ing; he was ſenfible of this, and therefore coun- 
terfcited a heavenly ſmile, and being the father of 
fraud, he concealed his deep malice and defire of 
revenge under a heavenly form: Yet he could not 
deceive UR1EL, whoſe eye-purſued him down the 
way he went, and ſaw him, on the mountain Ni- 
PHATES, disfigured more than could befal ſpirits 
of happy kind : He obſerved his fierce geſtures and 
mad demeanor, ſuppoſing himſelf to be then all a- 
lone, unobſerved by any. 80 SATAN travels.on, 
and comes to the border of EDEN, where deli- 
cious PARADISE ſhines with never-fading green 3 
whoſe ſhrubby ſide overgrown with thickets, wild 
and groteſque, denied all manner of acceſs, and. 
over-head grew an unſurmountable height of lofti- 
_ eſt cedars, pines, firs, and wide-ſpreading palms, 
and as the ranks aſcend, ſhade above ſhade, made 
a delightful wooden theatre; yet the banks of Pa- 
RADISE were {till raiſed higher, ſo that Abpa ux 
had a moſt delightful proſpect of his lower empire; 
ſituated round the mount of PARADISE: and 
higher than that wall appeared a circling row of 
beautiful trees, loaded at once with bloſſoms and 
faireſt fruit of golden colour, mixed with gay en- 
amelled colours, on which the ſun had tinged the 
beauty of his beams, more ſtrongly painted than 
he does on a fair evening cloud, or on the rain» 
bow ; ſo beautiful did that landſcape ſeem : _ And 
now purer air ſtill meets SaTAN's approach, which 
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to the heart inſpires vernal delight and joy, able 
to chaſe away all grief except deſpair: Now gentle 
gales diſperſe natural perfumes, ſweets which they 
fan from flowers: As when to thoſe who fail be · 

yond the Car E or Goop Horx, and are got 
paſt MozamBic, north caſt winds blow SA BEAN 
odours off at ſea, from the ſpicy ſhore of Ax4314 
FEL 1%, well pleaſed with ſuch delay, they flacken 
their courſe, and the ocean ſeems to ſmile, chear- 
ed with the grateful ſmell; ſo 84 TAN entertained 
theſe rich perfumes, who came to be their curſe, 
though he was better pleaſed with them than As- 
MODEUS was with the ſmoak of the burnt fiſh, 
that, drove him from the wife of ToB14s, and ſent 
bim with a vengeance from MEA to Ecyer, 
where he was faſt bound by RayrBAEL., 


Neale aal. ale dee. ie Vel 
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A deſcription of Paradiſe Saen greatly ſurpriſed 
at the firſt fight of Adam and Eve; he over» 

hears their diſcourſe, and contrives their de- 
. 


AT AN had continued on his journey in a 

ſlow and thoughtful mood, till at laſt he came 
to the bottom of an inacceſſible hill, ſo intangled 
with ſhrubs and buſhes, ſo thick intwined, that it 
was impoſſible for bim to enter. There was no 
way of admittance but by one gate, which ſtood | 
at the eaſt; but 84 rax's pride would not allow 


— 1 
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him to enter here: He therefore at one high ſoar- 


ing flight flew over the wall, juſt as a wolf leaps 


over the fence to deſtroy the innocent ſheep , ot 

as a thief with intention to rob fome rich merchant 
(whoſe ſubſtantial doors, crofs-barred and bolted 
faſt, cannot be broken open) climbs in at the 


window, or at the top of the houſe: So did this 


firſt great arch- ſelon climb into God's fold; (ſo 
do ſince lewd hirelings climb into his church 

from thence he flew up, and upon the middle tree 
in PaRADIsE (which was the tree of life, and the 
higheſt that grew there) ſat like a cormorant; yet 
did not thereby regain true life, but inſtead of that 
fat contriving death to them who lived ; nor did 
he think of the virtue of that life-giving plant, 
but only uſed to take'a view of PARADISE, what 
well uſed had been the pledge of immortality. 
Under him he views with amazement every thing 
that could delight the human ſenſes, expoſed 1 in 
narrow bounds: Nay Gor planted this bliſsful 
PARADISE in the eaſt of EDpen, and therefore i it 
was a heaven upon earth. EpEN was ſtretched 
out from AU RAN eaſtward, to the royal towers of 
great SELE UCLA, built by the kings of GrEEct ;, 
or where the Sons of EDEN dwelt in TzLas- 


SAR, In this pleafant ſoil had Gop placed his 
far more pleaſant garden, and made to grow out 
of the fertile ground all trees of the nobleſt kind, 


whether for ſight, ſmell, or taſte; and exactly in 


the middle ſtood the tree of life, tall, and ſtately, 
bearing ambroſial fruit, and bloſſams of vegetable 
gold ; and next to the tree of life grew the tree of 


knowledge, our death; the knowledge of good, 
E 
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bought too dear through the knowledge of evil! 
Through Epexn to the ſouthward there went a 
large river, which never changed its courſe, but 
paſſed underneath the ſhaggy hill; for Gop had 
thrown that mountain as a fence to his garden, 
high raiſed upon the rapid current, which through 
veins of the porous earth roſe a freſh fountain, 
which watered the garden with many a rill of wa- 
ter; and being united fell down the ſloped ſhade, 
and met the lower flood which now appears from 
his darkſome paſſage, and now being divided into 
four main rivers, runs different ways, wandering 
through many a country, which need not be enu- 
 merated here; but rather to tell how (if our know- 
ledge could tell) from that ſapphire fountain 
the curled brooks rolling over bright pearl and 
ſands of gold, ran nectar with many a winding 
courſe under the ſpreading ſhades, viſiting each 
plant, and feeding the flowers of PARADISE, 
which bountiful Nature, not Art, had poured 
forth profuſely, in beds and cfirious knots in hill, 
dale, and plain, both in thoſe places where the 
morning-ſun firſt ſhone warmly on the open field, 
and where the unpierced ſhade held the bowers in 
pleaſing coolneſs and darkneſs, even at noon. 
Tuus was this garden a happy rural ſeat, with 
variety of proſpects and groves, ſome of whoſe 
trees dropped odorous balm and ſweet gums; o- 
thers, whoſe fruit hung delightfully, and ſtreaked 
as it were with burniſhed gold, of delicious taſte; 
what was fabled of the HesPERan fruit was true 
here : Betwixt theſe groves were lawns, ,among 
5 . 1 were diſperſed flocks, grazing upon the 
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tender graſs ; or hills of palm, or elſe the flowery 


edge of ſome well watered valley ſpread its ſtores; 


flowers of every colour, and roſes without thorns, 
On the other fide ſhady grottos, and caves of cool 
. repoſe, over which the ſpreading vine entwined 
her purple grapes, and gently crept with her in- 


creaſing and luxuriant branches; meanwhile the 


murmuring waters fall diſperſed down the hills, or 
elſe unite their ſtreams in a lake, that, as it were, 
holds a mirror to a bank grown over with ſweet 
myrtle; The birds apply their melody with ver- 
nal airs, which breathing the ſmell of the fields 
and groves, make muſic in the trembling leaves, 
while Nature, attended by the ſeaſons and the 
hours, make a continual ſpring: Not that fair 


field of ENxNA where PROSERPINE gathering 
flowers was raviſned by PL ro, which cauſed 
CERES all that pain to ſeek her through the world; 


nor that ſweet grove of Darane, by the river 


ORonTEs, and the inſpired ſpring of CasTaL1Aa 


might by that means be compared to this Par a= 
DISE of EDEN ; nor that iſland of NysA4 ſurround» 
ed by the river TxiToN, where Chau, the 
youngeſt ſon of Noan, (whom the Gentiles call 
AMMON and LyBian Jove) hid AMALTHEA 
and her youthful ſon Bacchus, from his ſtep- 
mother RHEa : nor could the mountain AMAaRA 


be compared to PARADISE, where the kings of 
ABas$INI1A guard their children (though by ſome 


ſuppoſed to be the very place) under the equinoc- 

tial line, and by the head of NILE, encompaſſed 

with ſhining rocks, a whole day's journey high; 

but in reality far remote from this Ass Tatan 
F. 2 
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garden, where Saran ſaw all kinds of creatures 


he had never ſeen before, without being _— 


tained with the leaſt pleaſing ſenſation. © 

Two he ſaw of. ſhape far more noble than thi 
reſt, upright and tall, erect. like Gods, cloathed 
with native honour and in naked, majeſty, ſeemed 


lords of all, and {ſeemed worthy to be fo; for in 


their looks ſhone the image of their glorious and 
divine Maker, truth, wiſdom, and unſpotted ho- 
linefs, whence comes true authority in MEN; 
though they did not ſeem equal, as their ſex was 


not alike: He was formed for valour and con- 


templation, ſne - for ſoftneſs and ſweet attractive 
grace; he only for Gop, but ſhe for Gop and 


him: His fair large front and ſublime eye dech+ 


red abſolute rule, and his brown hair, round from 
his parted forehead hung curling, but not beneath 
his broad ſhoulders : She wore her unadorned gold- 
en treſſes down to her flender waiſt diſhevelled, 
but waved in wanton ringlets, as the vine curls its 
tendrils, which implied ſubjection, but required 
with gentle government, and by bim beſt recei- 
ved when yielded by her with coy ſubmiſſion, -/a 
modeſt pride, and a ſweet reluctant, yet amorous 
delay: Neither were thoſe myſterious” parts hid 
which MN now conceal. So they paſſed on na- 
ked, nor ſtrove to ſnhun the ſight of Gop or an- 
gels, for they thought no evil: Hand in hand 
they paſſed along, lovelier than any pair that ever 
fince met in the embraces of love: Aba more 
excellent in form than any of his ſons yet dorn, 
and Eve; fairer than any of her daughters. 
UxDER the ſhade of a bower that ſtood on a 
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greens the trees whiſpering ſoftly, by a freſh foun- 
tain's fide, they fat them down, and after no 
more toil of their ſweet gardening labour was ne- 
ceſſary, the ſweet air making their eaſe; mare plea · 
fant, and wholeſome thirſt and appetite , more 
grateful,-they began to eat of the fruits of the gar: 
den for ſupper, delicious fruits, which the loaded 
boughs yielded them; as they fat reclining on the- 
fide of the ſoft downy bank, ſprinkled with flowers, 
they chewed the ſavoury - pulp, and then in the 
rind, as often as they were thirſty, feooped up the 
limpid ſtream; nor was there endearing” ſmiles 
wanting, nor youthful dalliance, as beſeems a fair 
couple bound in the happy nuptial league, and a- 
lone as they were. About them all the beaſts of 
the earth, friſking played ; beaſts of all chace, in 
wood or wilderneſs, den or foreſt a the. lion ſport 
ing about ramped up, and in his paw:dandled the 
kid:z bears, tygers, ounces, and leopards played 
before them; the unwieldy elephant uſed all his 
might to make them mirth}; and twiſted about his 
limber trunk 1 the: fly, cloſp -:in6nuating: ſerpent, 
twiſted his train in many a fold and unahſerved 
gave proof of his fatal ſubeilti z others of the 
beaſts couched upon the graſs, and now filled with 
paſture; ſat gazing or lying down and chewing the 
_ cud; for the ſun was deelined, and haſtening 
with ſwiſt career to the aceamuſlands; and on the 
other ſide of heaven the ſtars that uſhered in the 
evening aroſe; When Sram, who all this while - 
Rood gazing * ——— a3: :alt1ibroks: ſi- 
lence. 

Ou hell! iiat>do my eyes with ſorrow. and. 
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grief behold ! Creatures of another world advan- 
ced into our room of bliſs ;' perhaps earth-born, 
and not ſpirits, yet little inferior, whom I could 


love, o lively the divine reſemblance ſhines in 


them, and ſuch grace the hand that made them 
hath beſtowed upon their ſhape. Ah gentle pair 
little do you think how near your change ap- 
proaches, when all theſe delights will vaniſh, and 
you be delivered up to miſery; more miſery by as 
much as now your taſte of joy is more; now hap- 
py, but that happineſs too ill ſecured to continue 
long, and this high ſeat, your heaven, too ill de- 
fended, to keep out ſuch a foe as is now entered; 
yet no deſigned foe to you, whom I pity thus un- 
guarded, though I myſelf am unpitied. I ſeek 
friendſhip and mutual amity with you, ſo cloſe 
connected, that henceforward 1 muſt dwell with 
you, or you with me: It is, likely my dwelling- 


place may not delight your ſenſes like this fair Pa- 


RADISE, yet ſuch: as it is accept it, it is the work 
of your Maker; He gave it me, and I as freely 
beſtow it on you: To entertain you both, hell 
ſhall unfold her wide gates, and ſend forth all ber 
kings: There will be room to receive your nume- 
rous offspring; If it is no better place than it is, 
thank him who makes me take this revenge on 


| you who have not wronged me, inſtead of him 


who has wronged me. And ſhould I (as indeed I 
do) melt to pity at your harmleſs innocence ; yet 
publick reaſon, juſt honour, revenge, and love of 
empire, by conquering this new woikd,, compel 
me now to do, what elſe I would ſcorn. to rem. 


damned as l am. 


THE FALL OF MAN. 163 


Tuvus ſpoke the arch-devil, and, with neceſ- 
_ fity, the tyrant's plea, excuſed bis helliſh deeds. 

Then from his lofty ſtand upon that high tree of 
life, down he lights among the ſporting herd of 
thoſe four · footed beaſts, turning himſelf into the 
form ſometimes of one and ſometimes of another, 
as their ſhape ſerved his end beſt, to view his 
prey nearer, and unnoticed" to mark what by words 
or actions he might learn further of their ſtate; 
now he ſtalks round them like a- hon, with a 
fierce glare; then as a tyger, who by chance had 
ſpied two gentle fawns at play in ſome putlieu, 
ſtrait couches down cloſe, then riſing, changes 
his cunning watch as one who was chuſing his 
ground, from whence ruſhing out, he might ſureſt 
ſeize them both, griped in each paw ; when A» 
DAM, the firſt of men, turning himſelf to Eve, 
the firſt of women, began this moving ſpeech, 

which turned 84 A all to attention. 

My deareſt life, ſole partner of all my Joys, 
dearer than every thing beſides ! The great Power 
that made us, and all this world for our uſe and 
comfort; muſt certainly be infinitely good; that 
raiſed us from the duſt, and placed us in this hap- 
py ſtate, where we can do nothing that can either 
add or diminiſh his happineſs, He ſtands in no 
need of any of our ſervice; he has given us only 
one command, and that is not to eat of the ttee 
of knowledge, which is planted near the tree of life, 
of all-the others in the garden' we may freely eat; 
Gob has pronounced death upon us if we eat of 
that tree, and certainly death muſt be ſome ter- 
pible thing: among ſo many ſigus of power and 
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rule he has conferred upon us, and dominion 
which he hath given us over all other creatures 
that live on earth, in ſea, or in the air, this is 
the only ſign left of our obedience ;. then do not 
let us think one eaſy command hard, who enjoy ſo 
large and free a liberty in all things beſides; and 
have an unlimited choice of numberleſs delights; 
but let us praiſe bim for ever, and extol his boun- 
ty, following our delightful work to prune theſe 
growing plants, and tend upon theſe flowers; 
which if of itſelf were burdenſome to me, yet 
with thee would ſeem ſweet and delightful. 

To whom our mother Ev replied thus: Oh 
thou! from whom and for whom I was formed, 
fleſh of my fleſn, and without whom my being 
would anfwer no end, my guide and head ! what 


thou haſt ſaid is juſt and right, for we indeed owe 


all praiſes and daily thanks to him; but I chiefly, 
who enjoy ſo much the happier lot, by enjoying 
thee, who art more noble and excellent by ſo much 
odds; whilſt thou canft find no where any thing 


that is equal to thyſelf. I often remember that 


day when I firſt waked from fleep, and laid down 
under a ſhade upon flowers, wondering much 


where I was, and what I was, from whence, and 


how I was brought thither : not a great way from 
thence a murmuring ſound of waters iſſued from a 
cave, and ſpread. in to a liquid plain, which then 
ſtood unmoved and pure as the expanſe of heaven: 
I went thither with unexperienced thought, and 
laid me down upon the green bank, to look into 
the ſmooth and pure lake, that ſeemed to me to be 
another ſky: as I bent myſelf down to look, juſt 
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oppoſite, a ſhape in the water appeared, bending 
to look upon me; I ſtarted back, and that ſtarted 
back alſo ; but I being pleaſed ſoon returned, and 
that as ſoon returned, and as pleaſed,: with an- 
fwerivg looks of ſympathy and love: there I bad 
fixed my eyes till hat and pined away with vain 
defire, had not a voice thus warned me: “ Fajr 
«-creature, what thou there ſeeſt is nothing but 
«thyſelf, with thee it came, and it goes away 
„ with thee; but follow me, and I will: bring 
*. thee where ſomething more than aſhadow waits 
« for thy coming, and for thy ſoft embraces; it 
© is he whoſe image thou art, and thou ſhalt en- 
« joy him inſeparable; to him thou ſhalt bear 
«multitudes of creatures like thyſelf, and thence. 
_ #. ſhalt be called the mother of mankind.” What 
could 1 do elſe but immediately follow, being led 
thus inviſibly, till T ſaw thee, fair indeed and tall, 
under a platan? And yet methought leſs fair, 
leſs winning and ſoft, and leſs amiably mild than 
that other ſmooth watery image: I turned back, 
thou eriedſt aloud, following, Fair Eve, return; 
from whom doſt thou fly? whom thou flieſt from, 
of him art thou made, his fleſh and bone; to give 
thee thy being I lent ſubſtantial life, neareſt my 
heart and out of my fide, to have thee by my fide;.. 
henceforth a dear comfort and ſolace, I ſeek thee 
as part of my ſoul, and lay claim to thee who.art 
my other half — With that thy gentle hand ſeized 
mine; I yielded; and from that time ſee how + 
much beauty is excelled by manly. _ and . 
dom, which alone is truly fait. | 
Tuis was the anſwer of our Sick and abated. 
E 5 
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mother, and with eyes full of conjugal attraftion 
and meek ſurrender, half embracing, leaned upon 
ADAM; half her naked ſwelling breaſt met his, 
hid under the flowing treſſes of her golden hair: 
he, raviſhed: both with her beauty and her ſub - 
miſſive charms, ſmiled with ſuperior love, as poets 
feign JUP1TER to ſmile on Ju No, when he makes 
the clouds fruitful, that ſhed May- flowers; and he 
preſſed her matron lip with pure kiſſes: the devil 
turned aſide for envy; yet with a jealous and ma- 
licious look eyed them, and complained 0 diane 
after this manner: ö 

O HATEFUL end tormenting 6 ght! ave theſe 
two in the paradiſe of one another's arms, (the 
happieſt EDzxN) ſhall enjoy their fill of bliſs upon 
bliſs; while I am thruſt to hell, where there is 
neither joy nor love; but fierce deſires among o- 
thers is not the leaft of our torments, which pines 
with pain of longing, never fatished nor quench- 
ed, Yet do not let me forget what I have heard 
trom their own mouths : it ſeems all is not theirs; 
there ſtands one ſingle tree, called the tree of 
knowledge, forbidden them to taſte : knowledge 
forbidden? and why? that is ſuſpicious and with- 
out reaſon: why ſhould their CREATOR envy them 
that ? Can it bea fin to get knowledge ? Can that 
deſerve death? And do they ſtand perfect only by 
their ignorance * Is this their happy ſtate?. their 
faith, and the proof of their obedience? A fair 
foundation now I have, whereon to build. their 
ruin. For this cauſe T will excite. their minds 
with great deſire to know, and ſtir up pride in 
their hearts to reject every thing tbat appears 
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by their Maxer deſigned to keep them low, 
and make them believe, that if they eat of this 
tree of knowledge, they ſhall be as wiſe as their 
Gop and Maker himſelf ; and by thus aſpiring 
and eating, the conſequenee will be death! But 
firſt I muſt walk round this garden, and ſearch 
narrowly, and leave no place undiſcovered; it will 
be a wonder if by chance I may not meet ſome 
wandering ſpirit of heaven, retired in ſome thick 
ſhado, or near. ſome fountain, from whom I may 
learn what I want farther to know. Ye happy 
pair! live while ye may, and till I return enjoy 
happineſs, for the troubles are long which are to 
ſucceed. Having ſaid this, he ſcornfully - with 
proud ſteps turned aſide, and began to make his 
ſearch, though with great cunning and circum- 
ſpection, through the different — of Pan a- 
91S E. 
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| Gabriel i is n by Uriel, that 1 evil bit 
bad paſſed by his ſphere. Evening coming on, 
Adam and Eve diſcourſe going to their 'reft : 4 
at ae of their bower and evening n 
51811 
"HE ſerting fun defcendin g ſlowly, levelled bis 
evening rays exactly againſt the eaſtern! gate 
A ; it was a rock of alabaſter, pied up- 
almoſt as high as the clouds, ſo that it might be 
| ealily ſeen from far; acceſſible from the earth on- 
ly by one entrance, with a winding aſcent; the- reſt 
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was a craggy cliff impoſſible to climb, that hung 
over ſtill as it roſe. Betwixt theſe rocky pillars 
fat /GABRIEL, the chief of the guard of angels, 
waiting for night; about him the unarmed youth 
of heaven exerciſed heroic games, but nigh at 
hand hung celeſtial armory, ſhields and helmets, 
and ſpears adorned with diamonds and gold. Thi- 
ther came UnIEL, gliding upon a ſum beam, as a 
ſhooting Kar that in autumn falls in the night, 
when fired vapours unpreſs the air, and ſhew the 
mariner from what point of his compaſs he may 
beware of impetuous winds: URIEL in haſte _ 
r to GABRIEL: | | 

GABRIEL! you know it is your chiige to — 
fria watch, that no evil thing may approach this 
happy place, much leſs enter it: this day at high 
noon there came to my ſphere a ſpirit, ſeemingly 
zealous to know more of the works of the Al- 
MIGHTY, and chieffy ol. Max, the. lateſt image 
of Gop; I directed him in his way to PARADISE, 
whither be was bent in haſte, and J marked his 
airy gait: but in the mount that lies north. from 
Ep&sN,' where he lighted farſt, I ſoon diſcerned by 
his looks that he was an enemy to heaven, and 
darkened with foul paſſions: my eye purſued him 
further, but he hid himſelf in darkneſs: I am a- 
fraid that one of the baniſhed and outcaſt angels 
hath, ventured ſrom the deep to eauſe new: trou- 
bles 3 you muſt therefore he ike careful. and ai. 
ligent to find him out. 

To whom the angelic warrior gare this mi 
Un ! it is no wonder if thy perfect fight ſee 
| far and wide, where thou Gticit amid the fun's 
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bright circle: none paſs by the watch placed at 
this gate, but ſuch as come well known from hea- 
ven, and from thence no creature has entered 
fince noon; if any infei nal fpirit has leaped over 
theſe carthly bounds, thou knoweſt I have no 
power to exclude ſpiritual ſubſtance with earthly 
matter; but if any ſuch have enteted, depend up- 
on it, I ſhall find bim out before morning. 

Tais Gasag undertook, and UR EI re- 
turned to his charge, upon that bright beam, 
whoſe point now Taiſed bore him ſlope downward. 


to the ſun, that was now fallen bencath the A- 


ZORES; whether the prime orb (incredibly ſwift 
had rolled thither diurnal, of this leſs voluble 
earth, by a ſhorter flight to the eaſt, and left him 
there, adorning the clouds that attended him to 
the weſt with effected purple and gold. Now 
came on the ſtill evening, and the grey twilight 
had begun to ſpread darkneſs over the earth; for 
the beaſts were retired to their grafly couches, and 
the birds to their neſts; all but the wakeful night» 
ingate, ſhe ſung all night ber ſweet love - ſong : 
now the firmament glowed with ſtarsy the evening 
ſtar the ſorerunner of the reſt ſhining brighteſt, till 
ſuch time as the moon riſing in cloudy majeſty, 
and unveiling her peecleſs light, caſt her filver 
rays through the; night, of which ſhe was the ap- 
patent queen 4 when rer thus addrefed him- 
ſelf to Ex: 

Fax creature! the . of night and all china 
now being retired to: reſt, teach us to ſeek like 
repoſe, — God hath ſet labour and reſt ta- 
Man ſueceſbvely, as day and night, and the ſear 
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fonable dew of fleep, now falling with its fofc 
weight, inclines our eyes to ſlumber. Other crea» 
tures rove wantonly all the day long unemployed, 
and therefore require leſs reſt ; but Max hath his 
daily. work of body or mind appointed, which de- 
clares his dignity, and that the cegard of heaven is 
upon all his ways : while other animals range and 


rove at large, and GoD takes no account of their 


doings. To- morrow, before the break of day, or 


at the firſt approach of light, we muſt be up, and 


at our pleaſant labour, to elear yonder flowry ar- 
bours and green alleys where we are uſed to walk 
at noon, which are overgrown ſo with branches, 
that they are almoſt too much for us, and require 
more hands than ours te lop their wanton growth: 
thoſe bloſſoms alſo, and thoſe dropping gums: that: 
lie all ſtrown about rough and in diſorder, muſt 
be cleared away, if we think to tread with eaſe; 
in the mean time nature and night bid us reſt. 

To whom Eve, adorned with perfect beauty, 
replied: My author and diſpoſer | what thou com- 
mandeſt I chearfully obey: fox ſo Gop hath or- 


dained: Gop is thy law, but thou art mine; to 


know no more 1s the happieſt knowledge of a wo- 
man, and her praiſe. When converſing with thee, 
I forget all time, all the changing ſeaſons pleaſe 
alike :; the breath of the morning is ſweet, with 
the charm of birds that ſing at its earlieſt , appear-- 
ance ; the ſun is delightful, when firſt he ſpreads 
his eaſtern beams upon this delightful garden, on 
the herbs, trees, fruits, and flowers ſhining with 
dew; the fertile earth becomes fragrant atter ſoft 
tains, and the coming on of the grateful and mild 
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evening is ſweet; and the ſilent night with her 
ſolemn bird, and this fair moon, and the gems of 
heaven, her ſtarry train j but neither the breath 
of the morning, the pleaſant ſun, the ſertile earth, 
the mild evening, the filent night, nor moon, 
nor ſtars, are ſwect without thee. But wherefore 
do theſe ſhine all night long? And for whom. is. 
all this glorious 1 when fleep bath (but up all 
eyes? rte | 

To grow: our ah a 8 ſons 
Accompliſhed Eve ! daughter of Gop and Max! 
theſe haye-'their different courſes. to finiſh round 
the earth by to-morrow evening, and riſe and ſet, 
adminiſtring prepared light ſrom land to land, 
though to nations yet unpeopled; leſt total dar k- 
neſs ſhould regain its old poſſeſſion, and extinguiſh 
life: and nature in, all things; which theſe ſofc fires 
not only enlighten, but alſo foment and warm, . 
temper and nouriſh, with a kindly heat, and ſhed 
down their virtue upon all. kinds that grow upon. 
the earth, hereby made apter to receive perfection 
from the ſun's more powerful ray. Theſe then, 
though unbeheld in the dead of night, do not 
ſhine in vain; nor let us think though there were 
no Mex, that heaven would want ſpectators, or 
Go want praiſe 5 for there are millions of ſpi- 
ritual. creatures, that unſeen walk the earth, both 
when we are awake, and when we ſleep; all theſe . 
with ceaſeleſs praiſe behold his, works, both day 
and night: how often from the ſteep ecchoing 
hill, or from the thickets, have we heard celeſtial 
voices in the middle of the night, ſinging alone, 
er anſwering one another's ſong, ſinging their 
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great Creator; often have we heard them in bands, 
while they keep watch, or take their nightly walk; 
when with heavenly touch of inſtruments, in full 
harmonic number they ſing their ſongs; and lifting 
up our thoughts to heaven, have divided the night: 
"TALKING in this manner, and joined hand in 
hand, they vent on together to their bliſsful 
bower : it was a place choſen by the fovereign 
CREATOR, when he framed all things for the de- 
lightful uſe of MAN: tbe roof was thick covered 
and ſhaded with laurel and myrtle, and what grew 


higher were trees, whofe leaves were firm and fra- 


grant; on either ſide grew AcaxNrTRHUs, and every. 
odorous buſhy ſhrub fenced up the green wall; 
every beautiful flower raiſed its full-blown head in 

between, iris of all hues, roſes and jeffamine, 

looking like Mosaic work; under foot violets,.. 

crocus, and hyacinth, richly beautified the ground, 
and coloured it finer than any ſtone of coftlieſt. 
emblem could do: no other creature durſt enter 
here; neither beaſt, bird, inſect, or worm, ſuch 
awe did they ſtand in of MaN; Pax or 8rI- 
vaxes were never feigned to have ſlept, nor 
nymph nor faun have daneed in a ſhady bower 
more ſacred and retired: here in cloſe receſs, Ex, 
after being eſpouſed to A DIM, firſt decked her 


nuptial bed with flowers and garlands, and ſweet- 


imefling herbs; and the ' heavenly choir ſung the 
1 _ that day the bre angel ex 


MNoſaie, ebe A curious work of ne 
ſtones of diſſerent colours, inlaid or join ed together upon a bottom of 
plaiſter of Paris, upon walls or floors, tepteſenting flowers of divers 
ſhapes, chequer works 
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ber to him, adorned with naked beauty, more 


lovely than what is feigned of Pax Deka, whom 
the gods were ſaid to have endowed with all their 
gifts, (and O too like in the ſad event) when to 
the unwiſe ſon of JEe?HTHA, being brought by 
HERMES, ſhe enfnared mankind with fair looks, 
to be avenged of him who bad Role fire from bea» 
ven to animate a Man. N 
BEING thus arrived at their ſhady bower, beth 
ſtood, and turned, and under the open {ky adored 
that GoD that made the ſky, air, earth; and hea» 
ven; the moon's reſplendent globe, and the ftars: 
Thou alſo, omnipotent Max BA, madeſt the night 
and the day. We have been employed this days 


the work thou gaveſt us to do; and happy in our 
mutual love which thou haſt ordained to be the 


crown of all our bliſs ; we are. happy in this de» 


lightful place, too large for us, where thy bounty 
wants more to partake of it, and plenty falls un- 
taſted to the ground: but thou haſt promiſed, that 
from us ſhall come forth a race to fill the earth, 


who ſhall with us extol thy infinite goodneſs, both 


when they awake, and when * * themſelves 
down to ſleep. 


Tus they prayed Serta their fouls in» 
famed with pure adoration, which Gop likes 


beſt; they went with joined hands into the inmoſt 
bower, and, having no troubleſome gatments to 


put off, they immediately lay down : nor do 1 


ſuppoſe that Abau turned away from his fair 
ſpouſe, nor Eve refuſed the myſterious rites of 


connubial love ; whatever ſome hypocrites may 


and by our mutual labour have happily finiſhed 


auſterely talk of purity, place, and innocency, de- 
ſaming that as an impure thing which Gop has ; 
declared pure, has commanded to ſome, and left 
free to all; our MaK ER bids us increaſe, and who 
bids us abſtain? Who, but the devil ? The foe 
both of Go and Max? Hail wedded love ! my- f 
ſterious law! true ſource of human offspring! 
ſole property in PARADISE! where all things elſe 
are common; by thee it was that adulterous luſt 
was driven out from MEN to range among the 
beſtial herds ; by thee the deareſt relations, and 
all the endearments of father, brother, and ſor 
were firſt known. Far be it from me that I ſhould 
call thee Sin, or think thee unbefitting the holieſt 
places; thou perpetual fountain of  domeſtick 
ſweets, whoſe bed is undefiled. ' Here Love his 
golden ſhafts employs ; here lights his conſtant 
lamp, and waves his purple wings; here he reigns, 
Plays, and revels, not in the bought ſmiles of har- 
lots, without love, without endearment; mere 
caſual fruition 3 nor in court amours, mixed dan- 
ces, or wanton- maſquerades, or midnight balls, or 
ſerenades, which the lover ſings in the cold night 
to his proud fair one, | beſt. repaid by diſdain. 
This happy pair were lulled to fleep by nightin- 
gales, the flowery roof ſhowering roſes on their 
naked limbs, which nature repaired every day by 
bringing more. Bleſſed happy pair! ſeek no hap - 
pier ſtate, and know, chat it is belt to diſdain to 
know no more. | | 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Gabriel ſends. two Hrong angels to watch Adam's 
bower ; who find Satan at the ear of Eve ; they 
bring him to Gabriel ; Satan's behaviour "we 


Gabrieh, and flight out of Fares 

IGHT had now- , ſpread ber fable v wings 118 
1 the garden of EDEN, and the cherubim 
going forth at the accuſtomed hour to their night 


watches, ſtood armed in a warlike manner: when 


GABRIEL addreſſed after this manner the angel 
who was next him in power. 1 147 

UzzikL, draw the half of theſe off, and. with 
be utmoſt care coaſt the ſouth : with theſe other 1 
ſhall wheel to the north: our circuit meets full 
welt. They parted like flame, half wheeling to 


the right hand, and half to the left-hand... From 


theſe he called two ſubtle and ſtrong: ſpirits. that 

ſtood near him, and gave them. this charge : 
ITHURIEL and ZEPHON, with winged ſpeed 

go through this garden, and fearch every-corner of 


 Pakapise; but | chiefly where [thoſe two fair 


creatures lodge, now perhaps faſt afleep-and appte- 
hend no danger. This evening is arrived an an- 
gel from the ſun, who informs me of ſome- infer- 
nal ſpirit who has : eſcaped the bats of hell, no 
doubt come upon ſome bad errand towards EDEN, 
Wbere- ever ye find ſuch, ſeize him faſt, and bring 


bim to me. 80 ſaying, he led on his radiant 
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files, daryling the moon, directly to the bower; 
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there they found him fitting ſquat in the ſhape of 


a toad, cloſe at the ear of EVE; trying by his de- 


viliſh art, to reach the organs of her fancy, and 
with them forge, juſt as he pleaſed, illuſions, 
phantoms, and dreams; or of breathing in venom, 
he might taint the animal ſpirits that riſe from the 
pure blood, like gentle gales from rivers ; and 
from thence at laſt raiſe diſtempered and diſcon- 
tented thoughts, vain hopes, vain aims, and in- 
ordinate defires, blown up with: high conceits that 
engender pride. As S4TAN ſat thus intent, I- 
THURIEL touched him lightly with his ſpear; up 


| he ſtarts, diſcovered and ſurpriſed ; for no falſe- 
hood can endure the touch of any thing of cele- 


ftial nature, but of courſe it returns td its own like» 


neſs: as when a ſpark. of fire lights upon a heap 


of gunpowder, laid ready to ſtore ſome magazine 
againſt an unexpected. war, it blows up with ſudden 
blaze, and inflames the air; ſo in his own ſhape 
ſtarted up SATAN. Thoſe two fair angels ſtepped 
back, half amazed, ſo on a ſudden to. behold the 
griſly king of wad yet. Kr rial ons Oven 
bim thus: 

. Waicn of thoſe rebel foirits 83 to hell 


art thou that ' hag eſcaped thy priſon ? and for 


what reafon fitteſt thou, bere like an enemy, watch» 
ing at the head of this happy pair here aſleep ? 
Do not you then know? anſwered S4 r AN, fil- 


led with ſcorn, me do you not know? Ye knew 


me once far above you, fitting there where you 
durſt not approach: not to know we, proves that 
you yourſelves are unknown, ſome of the loweſt of 
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your throng; and if you do know, what do you 
aſk for; and begin your buſineſs in an idle and ſu- 
perfiuous ſpeech, likely to end as much in vain ?” ' 
To whom ZePpHox in a ſcornful manner made 
this reply: think not, revolted ' ſpirit, that thy 
brightneſs is not diminiſhed, or to be known by 
the ſame ſhape' as when thou ſtoodeſt in heaven 
pure and upright : no, that glory when thou waſt 


no longer good departed from thee, and now thou 


reſembleſt thy ſin and place of puniſhment, obſcure 
and foul. But come with us, for be aſſured thou 
ſhalt give an account to him who ſent us, who is 


appointed to keep this place inviolable, and theſe 


two from evil. 

Tus anſwered the PR cloathed with Vun 
ful beauty, which gave a grace to his ſevere re- 
buke; the devil ſtood aſtoniſhed, and felt how aw- 
ful goodneſs is, and ſaw virtue how lovely ſhe 
was z he ſaw, and regretted his own loſs of it, 
but chiefly to find it obſerved here, that his luſtre 
was viſibly impaired : yet he ſeemed undaunted, 
and ſaid, if I muſt contend, it is beſt to contend 
with the ſuperior; the ſender, and not the ſent 
or all at once; more glory will be won then, or 
leſs loſt. Thy fear, ſaid bold ZRT RHox, will ſave 


us the trial what the leaſt of us ſingle can do for 


thee, wicked as thou art, and therefore weak. 
SATAN made no anſwer, but quite overcome 


with rage went haughtily on, like a proud ſteed un- 
der the rein, chewing his iron curb: he held it 


vain to fly, or to reſiſt; for an awe from above 


had overcome his heart, otherwiſe he was not diſ- 


mayed, Now they drew nigh to the weſtern 
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point, where thoſe. half-rounding guards juſt met, 
and Rood cloſing in a firm ſquadron, waiting the 


next command; to whom GABRIEL their chief, 


from the front called aloud : Friends ! I hear the 


nimble tread of feet haſtening this way; and now 


by a glimpſe through the ſhade can diſcern Ir HVU- 
RIEL and ZEPHON, and with -them there comes 
a third of regal port, but of a faded brightneſs, 
who by his gait and: his fierce demeanor ſeems to 
me to be the prince of hell: not likely to depart 
hence without a conteſt: ſtand firm, for defiance 
and oppoſition are in his looks. 


HE ſcarcely had ended, when ITHURIEL and 


Zsr Ho approached, and briefly related whom 


they had brought, Where they had found him, how 


be was emploved, and what form and poſture he 
was in; to whom, looking ſternly at him, Ga- 
BRIEL ſpake: SATAN, why haſt thou broke the 
bounds preſcribed thee for thy, tranſgreſſions ? 


And why haſt thou diſturbed the charge of others, 


who do not approve to tranſgreſs after thy exam- 
ple; but have a power and a right to queſtion, 
why thou haft boldly entered on this place, to diſ- 
turb the repoſe of thoſe whom Gop has placed 
here in a happy ſtate. 5 
SATAN replied, with a contemptuous look: 
Sens in heaven thou waſt eſteemed wile, 
and ſuch indeed I thought thee, but thy aſking 


this queſtion puts me in doubt. Does there live 


any one, who loves pain? or who would not, if 
he could, break looſe from hell, though he was 
doomed thither ? I make no doubt, that thou 


wouldſt do it thyſelf, and boldly eſcape to whatever 
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place thou couldſt, to get fartheſt from pain; where 
thou mighteſt hope to change torment for eaſe, 
and exchange ſorrow with delight; which is what 
I ſought in this place: this to thee is no reaſon, 
becauſe thou knoweſt nothing but good, and haſt 
not tried evil. Wilt thou object his will who 


bound us ? Let him bar his iron gates faſter, if he 


intends we ſhall ſtay in that dark priſon. Thus 
much was aſked me. The reſt is true ; they found 
me where they ſay, but that implies neither vio- 
lence nor harm. 

'Tais ſcornful ſpeech ee the angel GaBRI- 
EL, who, half ſmiling, thus diſdainfully replied : 
what loſs there is in heaven for one to judge of 
wiſdom, ſince 84 TAN fell, whoſe folly overthrew 
him ! and now brings him back eſcaped from his 
priſon, very gravely. in doubt, whether he ſhould 
hold them wiſe or not, who aſk what boldneſs 


brought him hither from his bounds preſcribed in 
hell, without leave granted him: it ſeems how- 


ever, he judges it wiſe to fly from pain, and to e- 


ſcape, puniſhment : ſo judge thou ſtill, preſump- 


tuous rebel, till that wrath which thou deſerveft 
by flying, meet thy flight, and with ſevenfold ven- 
geance drive that wiſdom back to hell again; 
which has taught thee no better, that could not 
teach thee that no pain can equal infinite ven- 
geance when provoked. But how is it that thou 
art alone? Wherefore did not hell broke looſe 
come with thee? Is pain to them leſs pain, or 
leſs to be felt ? Or art thou leſs hardy to endure 
than they? A courageous chief! the very firſt in 
flight from pain! hadſt thou alledged this cauſe to 
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thy deſerted hoſt, ſurely thou hadſt not come © away 
the only fugitive. 
To which the fiend with a ſtern countenance 
anſwered : inſulting angel, thou knoweſt well J 
fear no pain; I ſtood thy blaſting vollied thunder, 
and dreaded not 'thy ſpear, if thy neighbours had 
not made haſte to thy aſſiſtance, and ſeconded thy 
ſpear ; but thou ſpeakeſt vainly, at random, for 
want of experience, as to what behoves a faithful 
leader, not to hazard all, through ways of danger 
which he had never tried ; therefore I alone under- 
took firſt to paſs over the dark abyſs, and ſpy out 
this new created world, whereof fame is not ſilent 
in hell, hoping to find here a better abode, and 
ſettle here upon earth, or elſe in the air, my mi- 
ſerable fellow powers; though before our taking 
poſſeſhon, we'll try once more what thou and thy 
gay legions can do, whoſe eafier buſineſs is to ſerve 
their Lord with ſongs, and practice diſtant cringes, 
not to fight. 

To whom the warrior angel ſpeedily replied: 


To fay, and then immediately to unſay, pretend» 


ing firſt to be wiſe and to fly pain, next profel- 
ſing to be a ſpy, argues no wiſe commander, 'but a 
traced liar, SATAN ! and couldſt thou add faith- 
ful? Oh abominable profanation of the ſacred 


name of faithfulneſs! Faithful to whom? To thy 


rebellious crew, an army of devils? A fit body to 
ſuch a head'! Was this your diſcipline, your faith 
engaged, and your military obedience, 'to throw 
up allegiance to the acknowledged ſupreme power? 
And thou, fly hypoctite, who now wouldſt ſeem 
| Patron of liberty, who fawned once and cringed 
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more than thou, and ſervilely adored the tremen - 
dous king of heaven? Wherefore ? but in hopes to 
diſpoſſeſs him, and reign thyſelf? But mark what I 
pronounce againſt thee now; avaunt! fly back 
again from whence thou came! for if from this 
hour thou dareſt but to appear within theſe hallow- 


ed limits, I will drag thee back chained to the in- 


fernal pit, and ſeal thee fo, that thou ſhalt not 
henceforth boaſt that the gates of hell are lightly 


barred. 


GABRIEL threatened SATAN after this manner, 
but he feared no threats, and growing ſtill more 
enraged, replied : proud limitary cherub! when I 


am thy priſoner, then begin to talk about chains, 


but till then expect to feel a far heavier load from 
my powerful arm ; though the king of heaven ride 


upon thy wings, and thou with thy company, u- 


ſed to the yoke, draweſt his triumphal car, in pro- 
greſs through the road of heaven, paved with 
ſtars. ; 


WuiLsz he ſpoke thus, the angelical ſquadron 


turned fiery red, ſharpening their phalanx into 
mooned horns, and begin to encloſe him round 
with preſented ſpears ; as thick as ears of corn 
bend to the wind when ripe for harveſt ;- on the 
other fide, SATAN being alarmed, and collecting 
all his might, ſtood fixed and enlarged like mount 
TeNERIF, or ATLAS: his ſtature reached the 
ſky, and on his creſt ſat horror for a plume : nor 


did he want in his graſp what ſeemed both ſpear 


and ſhield, Now very frightful deeds might have 
enſued ; not only PARA DIsE had gone to wreck 


in this commotion, but perhaps the ſtatry cope of 
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heaven, all the elements had been diſturbed and 
torn with the violence of this great conflict, had 
not God, to prevent ſuch horrid diſturbance, 
bung forth his golden ſcales in heaven, which are 
yet ſeen between AsTREa and the fign Scekrio, 
wherein he, firſt weighed all things created, the 


pendulous round earth, and balanced air to coun- 


terpoiſe it, and now weighs in them all events of 
battles and realms: in theſe he put two weights, 


one of them to ſhew the conſequence of SaTaN's 


retreating, and the other of his fighring; the lat- 
ter ſcale flew up quick and kicked the beam ; which 
GABKIEL obſerving, thus addreſſed the fiend. 
SaT ANI I know thy ſtrength, and thou art 
well acquainted with mine ; neither of them our 
own, but both given us: what folly it is for us 


then to boaſt what arms can do, ſince thine can 


do as much as heaven permits, and mine can do 
no more, though my dend 


e doubled now to 
trample thee as dirt: for a proof look up in yon- 
der celeſtial ſign where thou art weighed, and 


ſhewn how light and weak thou art, if thou 
ſhouldit reſiſt. The fiend looked up, and ſaw and 
knew his ſcale mounted aloft ; he therefore fled a- 


way. murmuring, and with him likewiſe fled the 


{ſhade of night. 


THE. END OF THE FOURTH BOOX. 
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Tus ARGUMENT. 


* a 


The morning being come, Eve tells Adam her trou- 


bleſome dream ; he is not pleaſed with it, yet com- 


forts her; they come forth to their day-labours, 
- Their morning hymn at the door of | the bower. 
God to render man inexcuſable, ſends Raphael to 


admoniſh him of his obedience, of his free. eftate, 
of his enemy near at hand ; who he is; and why 
his enemy, and every other thing that may be uſe- 


Ful for Adam to know. Raphael comes down to 
Paradiſe ; his appearance deſcribed, his coming 


obſerved by Adam afar off, fitting at the door of 
his bower ; he goes out to meet him, brings him 
ts his bower, feaſts him with the choiceſt fruits of 
Paradiſe gathered by Eve ; their diſcourſe at ta- 
ble: Raphael performs his meſſage, and puts As 
dam in mind of his preſent ſlate, and of his enemy. 
Raphael, at the requeſt of Adam, relates who his 


great enemy is, and how he came to be ſo, begin- 


ing From his firſt revolt in heaven, and the occa- 


fron thereof, how he drew his legions after him 
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to the parts of the north, and therein ftirred them 
to rebel with him : perſuading all, but only Al- 
diel, a ſeraph, who diſſuades 2 oppoſes him, then 


abandons him. 


MO ONO ue u OR 


CHAP. I. 


Eve tells Adam her dream: they come forth to their 
day-labours : their morning hymn. 


OW the morning advancing with roſy ſteps 

in the eaſt, covered the earth with ſhin- 
ing drops of dew, when Apa awaked, being 
ſo accuſtomed; for his leep was undiſturbed, bred 
from pure digeſtion and temperate pleaſing fumes, 
which the bare ſound of leaves, and running 
ſtreams, and the ſhrill morning ſong of birds on e- 
very bough lightly diſperſed: he wondered much to 
find Eve not yet awake; her hair diſcompoſed, and 
her cheeks glowing, as through unquiet fleep: 
he on his fide half-raiſed and leaning, hung over 
with enamoured looks of cordial love, and beheld 
beauty, which either aſleep or awake ſhot forth pe- 
culiar graces: then with voice as mild as when the 
gentleſt winds breathe on the flowers, ſoftly touch - 
ing her hand, whiſpered thus: awake my faireſt! 
my ſpoufe! heaven's laſt beſt gift; my ever-new 
delight] Awake! for now the morning ſhines, and 
the freſh field calls for us; we loſe the prime to 
obſerve how our tender plants ſpring, how the cit- - 

ren grove blows, what the balm-tree- and the © 


ed 
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myrrh drop, how nature paints her colout, and how 
the bee ſits upon the flowers extracting liquid 
ſweets. Such whiſpering awaked her; but with 
ſtartled eyes, turned upon ADAM; to whom, after 
embracing, ſhe thus ſpake: 

O Annan! in whom alone my thoughts and 
ſweet repoſe, my perfection and my glory! Gladly 
I ſee thy face and the morning returned; for this 
night have dreamed, (if indeed it was a dream, for 
ſuch a night till this I never paſſed before) not as 
Jam often uſed, about thee, the work of the paſt 
day, or that next defigned for the morrow; but E 
have dreamed of offence and trouble, which till this 
irkſome night my mind never knew. I thought 
that one cloſe at my ear with a gentle voice called 
me to walk, I'thought it was thine: It ſaid, Eve, 
why ſleepeſt thou? Now is the pleaſant, cool and 
ſilent time, only where ſilence yields to the night - 
ingale, that now awake tunes in the ſweeteſt notes, 
his loye-labourcd ſong: Now the full moon reigns,. 
and with a pleaſanter light fets off the face of 
things, but all in vain, if none regard it: Heaven 
wakes with all its eyes, and who is it to behold 
but thee, who art the defire of nature? in whoſe 
fight all things rejoice, attracted by thy beauty, 

ſtill to gaze with raviſhment. I aroſe, imagining 
it to be thy call, but could not find thee; I then a- 
lone directed my walk to find thee; I thought B 

paſſed on through ways that brought me on a ſud- 
den to the forbidden tree of knowledge. It ſeemed 
very fair, much fairer to my fancy than it did by 

day; and as I looked on it with wonder, there 

ſtood by. the Gde-of it one ſhaped: and winged, like: 
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| one of thoſe from heaven, which we often ſee, his 
| _ dewy locks diſtilling ambroſia; and he alfo gazed 
[ on that tree: And, O fair plant, ſaid he, overload- 
is | ed with fruit! Does no body deign to eaſe thee of 
IF _ thy load, and taſte of thy ſweetneſs? Neither Gop 
{ if nor Max? Is knowledge ſo much defpiſed ? Or is 
it envy that forbids to taſte of it? Let who will for- 
— bid it, none ſhall longer with- hold from me thy of- 
] $ | fered good: For what end elſe art thou ſet here? 
| im Having ſaid this, he made no farther pauſe, but 
| ih with bold arm he plucked off the fruit, and eat it: 
A damp horror chilled me, at ſueh bold words, ac- 
companied with ſuch a bold action. But he over- 
joyed, exclaimed thus: Oh fruit divine! ſweet of 
thyſelf, but thus cropped, much ſweeter; in being 
borbidden it would ſeem only fit for Gods, and yet 
art able to make Gods of Men, ſince good the more 
1 it is communicated, grows more abundantly; the 
p giver at the ſame time not loſing any thing, but ho- 
31 noured the more. Here, thou happy creature! 
| fair angelical Eve ! do thou partake alſo; for tho' 
thou art happy, thou mayeſt be ſtil happier; though: 
thou canſt not be worthier: Then taſte this, and 
henceforth be amongſt the Gods, thyſelf a Goddeſs; 
not confined to the earth, but as we are, ſometimes 
in the air, ſometimes aſcend up to heaven (which 
is thine by merit) and ſee there what life the Gods 
live, and ſuch live thou. Saying this he drew 
nigh to me, and held even to my mouth, part of 
the fame fruit which he had gathered: The plea- 
fant ſavoury ſmell ſo quickned my appetite, that, 
methought, I could not forbear taſting :' Forthwith 
I-flew. with him up to the clouds, and beheld the 
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earth ſtretched out immeaſurably a wide and vari- 
ous proſpect far underneath me; While I was 
wondering at my flight and change to this high ex- 
altation, on a ſudden my guide was gone, and. I, 
methought, ſunk down, and fell aſleep ; But oh, 
how glad I was when I waked to find this nothing 
but a dream! Thus Eve related what had paſſed in 
her fleep in the night, and AD4 8 with much 
grief, made this anſwer. *' 

Trov, beſt image of myſelf! ** wy dearer half! 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in fleep e- 
qually troubles me; nor do I by any means like this 


= unaccountable dream, which I fear proceeds from 


evil. Yet from whence ſhould this evil come? 
None can harbour in thee, for thou waſt created 
pure. But know, that in the ſoul there-are many 
leffer faculties, which are ſubordinate to reaſon: 
The fancy; ſhe holds her office, forms imagina- 
tions, and airy ſhapes of all external things, which 
being joined or rejected by reaſon, make what we 
call our knowledge and opinion; and when nature 
reſts; then Treaſon retires into her private cell, aud 
reſts alſo. Mimick fancy, in her abſence oſten 
wakes to mimick her, and in dreams generally pro- 
duces wild works, ill matched of words, and deeds 
long ſince paſt, or lately done. Methinks I find' 
ſuch reſemblanees of our talk laſt evening, in this 
thy dream, but with very ſtrange addition: Yet be 
not troubled; evil may come into the mind of Gor 
or Man, and go, and if unapproved of, leave no 
ſpot or blame behind it: Which occaſions me to- 
hope, that what thou didſt abhor to do in a dream 
aſleep, thou never wilt conſent to do waking. Then 
F 4 


» # — <4. ny 2 


rr 1——— — — 


"_ — — —äEm = 2 = 2 * 4 4 — =. * — 
gd _ - — —_— py * - . — _ —— = — 
n a . 9323 8 e N * 4 POR. . """e \ 0 
by : n 7 | p , f ; * d N a * F #4 a [ 2 oy 4 . 4 0 1 1 4 
4 A nd Ee ad ot, LE At HAIER rr 4 * 7 SH. r 8 : 0 — * 1 1 - 2 EE * Es pes WE 
- — — > — 4 — —— - — 1 r - ot e 2 N r 7 . TX '. = S, —2 = — * — — 7 2 — 
e 2 — 2 my 5 | 2 ECON — . 5 — — = — > 
9 +4 » * . % . 4 w* 7 * — * — p yo” a > = a a A 
— ” Wy 4 A ———— ——— we: * i wt" 0 7 1 — * %- = —_ — — — — —— — — — — — — 
— 2 


128 PARADISE LOST; OR, 


do not be diſcouraged, not cloud thoſe looks, that 
uſed to be more chearful and more ſerene than the 
fair morning, when it firſt opens on the world: 
Up, let us rife to our freſh employments among 


the groves, and among the fountains and flowers, 


that now open their choiceft boſom ſmells, which 
bave been ſhut up from the night, and kept in ſtore 


for thee. 


Tavs Anam endeavoured to FO his fair 
ſpouſe, and ſhe was cheared; but filently from ei- 
ther eye ſhe let fall a gentle tear, and wiped them 
with her hair: Two other precious tears that ſtood 


ready to drop ADAM kiſſed away, looking on them 


as gracious ſigns of repentance, and a pious dread 
that feared to have offended, 

So all was huſhed, and they haſtened forth to the 
field; But firſt from under the ſhady roof of the 
bower, as ſoon as they were come forth to the o- 


pen ſight of day, the ſun, who, ſcarce riſen, and 


yet hovering on the ocean's brim, ſhot parallel bis 
dewy rays on the earth, diſcovering in a wide 


landſcape all the eaſt of Pa RA DISR, and the happy 


plains of Epex, they with humble adoration, ac- 
cording to their daily cuſtom, filled with holy rap- 
ture and divine grateful eloquence, for they need» 
ed neither form nor prompter, when they addreſſed 
their almighty Creator, thus began: 

ALMIGHTY! Parent of Good! Theſe glorious 
works are thine, and thine this univerſal frame, ſo 
wonderous beautiful! How much more wonderful 
art thou! Unſpeakable! Who ſitteſt above the hea- 
vens, to us inviſible, or ſeen dimly in theſe thy 
loweſt works: Yet theſe declare thy goodneſs to be 
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beyond thought, and thy power to be divine. 
Speak, ye ſons of light! Ye angels! How wond- 
rous the Creator is, for ye behold him, and with. 
fongs and ſymphonies, day without night, ſing 
round about his throne rejoicing in choir; this do; 
ye in heaven! On earth join all ye creatures! To- 
exalt, and praiſe him, firft and laſt, and for ever 
without end! Thou faireſt of ſtars, the laſt in the 
train of night! (if more properly thou belong not 
to the dawn) the ſure pledge of the day, that beau- 
tifieſt the ſmiling morning with thy bright circle! 
Praiſe him in thy ſphere, while day ariſes! Thou: 
fun! Both ſoul and eye of this great world, ac» 
knowledge him thy greater; in thy eternal courſe 
ſound his- praiſe ! beth when thou climbeſt and 
when thou- haſt reached high noon, and when'thou- 
fetteſt. And thou, O moon! and ye five other- 
wandering fires? that move in a manner not to be 
comprehended,. yet not without harmony, reſound: 
his praiſe who out of darkneſs: called: forth light, 
Air! and ye other elements! the firſt- birth of na- 
ture, that run a perpetual circle, taking various and 
numberleſs forms,. mixing with and nouriſhing all 


things; let your ceaſeleſs change ſtill vary new- 


praiſe to our great Maker! Ye miſts and exhala- 
tions ! that now riſe duſky or grey, from the hills 
or ſteaming lakes (till ſuch time as the ſun-beams: 
paint ye like gold) rife ye in honour to the world's 
great Author! Whether riſing to deck the unco- 
loured ſky: with clouds, or falling to wet the earth: 
with ſhowers of rain, ſtill advance ye his praiſe! 
Breathe ſoft or loud his praiſe, ye winds ! that 
blow from four quarters! And ye pine trees wave 
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your tops! And every plant, in ſign of worſhip 
7 wave: Ye fountains! and ye murmuring ſtreams! 
| tune his praiſe. Join voices, all ye living ſouls ! 
ye birds! that ſinging aſcend up towards heaven's 
gate, upon your wings and in your notes bear his 
praiſe. Ye fiſhes that ſwim in the waters! and ye 
creatures that walk the earth, treading or lowly 
creeping! witneſs if I be ſilent morning or even- 
ing, to hill, to valley, to fountain or freſh ſhade, 
made vocal by my ſong, and taught his 'praiſe! 
Hail, univerſsl-LokD ! be thou ſtill ſo bounteous 
to give us only good; and if the night hath ga- 
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= thered any thing of evil, do thou diſperſe it; even 
1 as the morning light now diſpels the darkneſs. 

. 90 they prayed innocently, and to their thoughts 
100 foon recovered firm peace, and uſual calmneſs; on 
30 they haſted to their morning's rural work, among 
ſpeet dews and flowers, or where any rows; of 
7 | | fruit trees reached too ſar their overgrown boughs, 
1 and wanted hands to check them from fruitleſs 
| 4:0 embraces, or elſe they lead the vine to wed the 
$00 elm, who twining her marriageable arms about 
+ him, brings with her her dower, the rich cluſters 
FM of grapes, to adorn his barren leaves. 
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Raphael i is ſent to inform Man of the baſe en if 
the old ſerpent againſt him, and of the SER he 
is in from his temptation. 


HE bed Majeſty of heaven; beheld the 
happy pair thus employed, and out of pity 


ſent RaPHAEL to inform them of their danger, 


the ſame ſocial ſpirit, that deigned. to accompany 

ToB1asy and ſecured to him his marriage. 
RAPHAEL! ſaid he, thou are acquainted with 

what a flir SATAN (eſcaped. from hell to earth 


through the darkſome gulph) hath raiſed in PARA: 


DISE 3 how this night he hath diſturbed the hap- 
Py human pair, and how he deſigns through them 
to bring on the ruin of all mankind: 'Therefore:go, 
and converſe with ADAM, as one friend with a» 
nother, in what place thou mayeſt find him, retired 
from the heat of noon, to give. ſome reſt to his la- 
bour with food or with repoſe; and talk on ſuch 
diſcourſe as may adviſe him of the happy ſtate he is 
in: happineſs is ſtill in his power, left to his own 
free will; his will though free, yet changeable; 
Therefore forewarn him he ſwerve not, by imagin- 
ing himſelf too ſecure :; Withal, tell him his dan» 
ger, and from whom; what enemy lately fallen 
from heaven, is now contriving the fall of others 
from their ſtate of happineſs: Is this to be done hy 
violence! ? No; for that is not in his power to da; 
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but by deceit and lies: Let him know this, left 
tranſgreſſing wilfully he ſhould pretend ignorance, 
and that he was unadmoniſhed and unforewarned, 
Tavs ſpoke the eternal Fa THERA, and ſo fulfil- 
led all juſtice: Nor did RayHAEL make any delay 
after he had received his charge; but from among 
thouſands of bright and holy angels, where he ſtood 
veiled with his beautiful wings, ſpringing up lightly, 
he flew through the midit of heaven; the quires of 
the angels parting on each hand gave way to him, 
till he arrived at the gate of heaven, which opened 
of itſelf, turning on golden hinges, as Gop the ſo- 
yereign architect had made it. From hence no 
ſtar or cloud interpoſing to obſtruct his ſight, he 
ſaw the earth, and the garden of Gop, with ce- 


dars crowned above all bills; As when by night, 
through a teleſcope, imagined lands and regions are 


obſerved in the moon, or a pilot from amidft the 


 CycLaADEs, ſees DEL os, or Samos, firſt appearing 


to be only a cloudy ſpot. He ſpeeds down thither 


dire in flight, and through the ethereal fky fails 


between worlds, now on the polar winds, then with 

quick wing; till arriving where towering eagles 
could ſoar on high, to all the fowls he ſeems a phce- 
nix, gazed on by all as that bird, when he flies to 
burn himſelf to death in the fire of the ſun, as far 
as the EcYPTIan THEBEs. At laſt he lights 
upon the eaſtern cliff of PARADISE, and returns to 
the ſame ſhape he had in heaven, a winged ſeraph: 
He wore ſix wings to ſhade his divine lineaments; 
the pair that clad each broad ſhoulder came mant- 
ling with regal ornament over his breaſt : the mid- 


dle pair girded his waiſt like a girdle of lars, and 
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covered round his loins and thighs with golden. 


feathers, and colours that were dipped in heaven; 


the third pair ſhadowed his feet with ſky co» 
loured feathers of heavenly beauty: He ſtood like 
him the poets fergn to be the ſon of Maia, and: 
ſhook his plumes ſo that heavenly fragrance filled 
the wide circuit. He was ſoon known to all the 
bands of angels, who were guarding PARADISE, 
and they all roſe np as he paſt, paying reſpeCt to- 
his ſtate and high meſſage, with which they ſup · 
poſed him ro be commiſſioned: He went by their 
glittering tents, and now was come into Para- 
DIsE, through groves of myrrh, ſweet flowers, caſ- 
ſia, fpikenard, and balm, a wildernefs of ſweets; 
{or Nature wantoned here as in her prime, ard 
played her virgin fancies at will, pouring forth 


- ſweets in great abundance, full of every thing that 


could bring happineſs. Adam diſcerned him com- 


ing onward through the foreſt of ſpices, as he fat 


at the door of his cool bower; while now the me- 
ridian ſun ſhot his rays to warm the bowels of the 


earth (with more warmth than was neceflary for 


Man) and Eve within at the accuſtomed hour pre- 
pared ſavoury fruits for dinner, taſtes to pleaſe a 
true appetite, and not give a difreliſh to nectareous 
draughts taken between, from the milky ſtream, or 
preſſed from berries or grapes. 

Abu haſtily cried to Eve, make haſte hither, 
and behold what glorious ſhape comes this way, 


moving eaſtward among thoſe trees, and ſeems a- 


nother morning riſen at mid-day; perhaps he brings 
to us ſome great meſſage from heaven, and will to- 
day condeſcend to be our gueit; but do thou go 
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quickly, and bring forth what thy ſtores. contain; 
and pour forth abundance, fit to receive and ho- 
nour our heavenly ſtranger; we may well afford 
our givers their own gifts, and largely beſtow what 
is largely beſtowed on us, where nature multiplies 
ber plentiful growth, and by diſburdening herſelf 
grows the more fruitful, which inſtucts. us not to 
ſpare. | 
Ev made anſwer: al whom Gov: made 
from the earth, and breathed liſe into! a ſmall ſtore 
will ſerve, where abundance in all ſeaſons! hangs 
ripe for, uſe upon the trees, except what by frugal 
keeping gains more firmneſs and matureneſs, mak- 
ing it more nouriſhing, and conſuming ſuperfluous 
moiſture: But I will haſten, and from every tree 
and plant, and juicieſt gourd, will pluck ſuch choice 
fruit to entertain our gueſt the angel, as, when he 
ſees, he thall confeſs that Gop bath diſpenſed his 
bounties here on earth, as well as he has in hea- 
ven. 
So ſaying, ſhe made baſte ad fruits 
were molt delicate; and in what order to contrive 
not to mix taſtes diſagreeable to one another, and 
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; not elegant: but bring taſte after taſte, changing 
LW them ſo as they may ſtil] pleaſe. She ſtirs about, 
1 and gathers from each tender ſtalk whatever the 
| | fruitful earth yields, either in Eaſt or Weſt InD14, 
40:16 or the middle thore in Pon Tus, or the Punic 
15 coaſt, or where Al cix os reigned; a large tri- 
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5 bute of fruit of all kinds, in rough coat, ſmooth 
f rind, or bearded huſk, or ſhell, and heaps them up- 
on the board with an unſparing hand: for drink 
the ſqueezes grapes, and every fort of berties, and 
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makes new wine; though new, yet not diſagreeable.. 
And by preſſing of ſweet kernels, prepares creams- 
of an agreeable taſte; nor did iſhe want pure and fit 
veſſels to hold ſuch liquors: She then ſtrews the 
ground with roſes, and fweet odours; from the 
ſhrubs: Mean while our primitive father walks, 
forth to meet his godlike gueſt, accompanied by 
no other train than his own:compleat perfections; 
all his ſtate was in himſelf; much more noble than 
the fooliſh pomp that waits on princes, when their 
rich and long retinues of iJed: horſes, and grooms 
whoſe babits thine with gold, dazzles and ſetb all 
the croud a ftaring. Aba coming nearer to the 
angel; though he was not afraid, yer approaching 
with ſubm iſſion and becoming reverence, - and 
making obeiſance, as! to a. '- ſuperior Aer thus 
ſpoke n 21 nit i 1o got 2 119. 110 18 
Na rtvx of heaven, (for 1 no other pltce can pro- 
duce ſo glorious a ſhape) ſince by deſcending down 
from the thrones above, thou haſt been pleaſed to 
honour theſe with thy preſence, vouchſaſe to remain 
| a while with us in yonder ſhady bower, who by the 
gift of Gon poſteſs this ſpacious ground; pleaſe 
there to reſt and taſte the choiceſt fruits the gar- 
den affords, till this n heat be over, and the 
ſun's beams grow cool. g 5 
Tae angel RaPHAEL made anſwer i in this mild 
manner: Aba u! therefore IL. came; nor art, thou 
created in ſuch a manner, or dwelleſt iu ſuch a 
place, as may not often invite even the angels of 
heaven to viſit thee; Shew me where thy bowor o- 
verſhades, for I have liberty to ſtay till the evening, 
ariſes.—80 they came to the 1ylvan lodge, that 
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looked like the: arbour of Powoxa, ornamented 
with fragrant flowers, and filled wich variety of 
fragrant ſmells; but Evz, without any ornament, 
conſcious innocence, ſtood to entertain her 
heavenly | gueſt; (more lovely than any woods 
nymph, or the faireſt of the three feigned Goddeſ. 
ſes}, that contend. for the golden prize on mount 
IDa) ſhe needed no veil, for ſhe was virtue proof; 
no impure thought ci imſoned her cheek. To her 
the angel beſtowed the holy falutation, uſed long 
after to the bleſſed virgin Max r, who was the ſe- 
cond Eve: Hail! mother of mankind! whoſe 
fruitful. womb ſhall hereafter fill the world, more 
numerous With. ſons than the trees of Gop hath 
heaped this table with: theſe various fruits. Their 
table was made of. graſſy turf, and had round it ſeats 
of moſs; and en the top of it, from fide to fide, 
was piled all' the fruits of autumn, though ſpring. 
and autumn were here at the fame time. They 
continued in diſcourſe for ſome time, not fearful 
their dinner would you cold, when ADan: out 
began: 

HS AVRNLI ee ba'leafet to taſte theſe 
v which he who nouriſhes us (and. from 
whom all perfect. good comes) hath cauſed the earth 
to . perhaps it 1 not be eee food for: 


eee „s pallas, and Venus, who ſtreve for the 
golden, apple, with this motto, Let it be given to the faireſt, - They- 
choſe Paris for their umpire, and promiſed him great rewards to bring 
him over to their-intereſt, Venus promiſed him Helena, the faireſt 
woman in the world; &c, He gave it, and the pre-eminence' of beau - 


ty to her, which mo et BAG” — of Troy, him 
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ſpiritual natures; however, this I know, that it is 
only one heavenly father that gives to all. To 


whom the angel replied, therefore what God (whoſe 
praiſe be for ever ſung) gives to Man, who is in 


part ſpiritual, may not be found ungrateful food for 


pureſt ſpirits; and theſe pure intellegential ſubſtan- 
ces require ſome ſort of food, as well as doth your 
rational; and both contain within them every low - 
er organ of ſenſe, by which they hear, ſee, ſmell, 
touch and taſte; and taſting, concoct, digeſt; affi- 
mulate, and turn corporeal to incorporeal: For 
know thou, that whatever is created, wants to be 
ſuſtained and fed; the groſſet feeds the purer of 


the elements, the earth feeds the ſea, the earth and 


ſea feed the air, the air feeds thoſe etbereal fires,. 
and loweſt, firſt the moon, whence are in her round 
viſage thoſe ſpotsz being unpurged vapours, not 


yet turned into her ſubſtance : Nor is it ſq, that the 


moon exhales no nouriſhment from her moiſt con- 
tinent to higher orbs. The ſun, that imparts light 
to all, in moiſt exhalations; and at evening drinks 
of the ocean. Though the trees of life in heaven 
bear ambroſial fruit, and the vines yield nectar, and 
though we bruſh mellifluous 'dews each morning 
from off the boughs, and find the ground covered. 
with fineſt grain; yet Gop hath varied his bounty 
here with ſuch new delights as may be compared 
with heaven, and think no I ſhall be nice to taſte. 
80 down they ſat, and began to eat: the angel 
not as a ſpirit, as ſome divines would make us be - 
lieve, but with keen diſpatch of real hunger, and 
concocted heat, to digeſt food: What redounds 
tranſpites with eaſe through fpirits; nor is it a won 


2 RH 2 


— I — SIS 
2 — 3 a 2-4 . ..- nds bo — — — - 1 - N - 
. 4 - — * - F * KS - 22 » > — * * was + A HR 0 2 * . 1 7 2 A * Wit n . Pl - 3 1 2 Ty , a 5 4 Pe - ww 28} ' r a . Pay 
—— . EAST A EO ale, ar PLETE al: ob UE rene 2 hy r eee 8 2 —— 2 
— _ ” - by — — W444 1 . E : * A ” wy 24 N me” * © *&% ö . i) 25 , " 8 
. l 5 £ : c MAS 232 FP * » 19 45 1 4. >. 2 b WY AR Bt © 9 D . 
- 5 * ” 5 * — 0 = m—— - D 2 — 0 : o * — 4 * . N 
' Tu 2nd 2 ** - — 2 — — r — - — . lr 2 i nc Ws Ot ng. ET? — — — — — — . 
— - 2 Se na —— 2 —_— — | Hen _— — WR | 33 3 — — IT £Y — © — — 4 by — —_— — — — —— wn — — 
— —— by — 5 N "ES SIA U— — N 3 — - : — RK. _ 
> — 2 — — 3 od = — = — 
— —— ET — —2 — 1 - - — 


3 „ Are e 
4 * 4 
_ 


« «aye: 


as &# . £444” 


pw — e Sd GARE « 


= i” — — I 


— — 
© ( — = ww 


_— A we = Ry 4 


2 — — 84 — 


„ * 
= 


16 PARADISE LOST; OR, 


der, if it be true, that by fire the n can 
turn, or holds it poſſible to turn, the baſeſt and drof- 
fieſt of metals to pure gold, as from the mine; 
Mean while Evs ſerved naked at the table, and 
filled their flowing cups with pleaſant liquors. Oh 
innocence, truly deſerving of PaRAD ISE! then, if 
ever, had the Sons of Gop an excuſe to have been 
enamoured at their ſight; but in thoſe hearts reigned 
unlibidinous love, and that hell fiend N was 
not ſo much as known or thought of. 

Tuns when they had fatisfied' theraſedves;, not 
— nature, with meats and drinks, ie came 
into ADam's mind, not to let ſo favourable an op - 
portunity flip of making enquiry of che heavenly 
viſitor, concerning the nature of heaven, whoſe ex- 
gellence he ſaw ſo far to tranſcend! his own; the 
divine effulgence of whoſe radiant forms, and 
whoſe high power ſo far exceeded human nature; 
and thus he made his deſires known. 4 27M 
' Mgs$SENGER of Go! now I am ſenſible of 


thy great favour, in this honour done to Man, un- 


der whoſe-lowly roof thou haſt condeſcended to 
enter to taſtetheſe earthly fruits, which though not 
the ſood of angels, thou haſt accepted in ſuch a fa · 
miliar manner, as that thou ſeemeſt to have eat it 
with as much. appetite as if it was the feaſt of hea- 
ven; there can be certainly no compariſon. 

To whom RarHARH replie.]: Oh ADAM! 
there is but one ALMIGHTY, from whom all 
things proceed, and to whom all things return, if 
not depraved from good, all created ſuch to perfec- 
tion; one firſt matter cloathed all with various 
forms, various degrees of ſubſtance, and life in 


= 
- 


<< wy = FRAY ©. FF Os 


on wr” = 5. 2 VV) a WH 8 VU WO * MM fo Ve TI 


„% . Ä R.RÞ ©. ; 


THE FALL or MAN. 235 


things that live; but thoſe who are nearer placed- 
to Go p, were made more refined, ſpirituous and 
pure, as each was deſigned for active ſpheres; the 
body and ſpirit being properly proportioned: to the 
ends they were deſigned for: ſo from the root the 
green ſtalk ſprings lighter,, and from thence the 
leaves more airy, laſt the bright and full- blown 
flower breathes ſweet perfumes: Man's nouriſh» 


ment, flowers and their fruit, ſublimed by degrees, 


aſpire to vital ſpirits; and ſo to animal and intel-: 


lectual; giving both life, ſenſe, fancy, and under- 


ſtanding, whence the ſoul receives reaſon, and rea · 
ſon diſcourſive or intuitive is her being; diſcourſo 
is ofteneſt yours, and intuition moſtly outs; differ- 
ing but in degree, and being of the ſame kind. 
Make no wonder then, that I do not refuſe to eat: 
what God. ſaw good for you, but convert it as you 
do to proper ſubſtance. The time may come, when 
MEN, may partake with angels, and fiad no in- 
convenience in the diet, nor the fare too light; and 
from theſe corporeal nutriments, improved by length 
of time, perhaps your bodies at laſt may turn all to 
ſpirits; and you may aſcend with wings to heaven, 
like us, or dwell at your choice here, or in beavenly 
PaRaD1SE; if ye be found obedient, and unalte- 
rably keep his love, whoſe progeny you are. Mean 
while enjoy your fill of what happineſs this happy 
ſtate can afford, and be perſuaded, that you are not: 
capable of receiving any more 

To whom the father of MaxkIxn made an- 
ſwer: Favourable ſpirit! my gentle and propitious 
gueſt} thou haſt properly laid open the way that 
will direct our knowledge, and ſet before us dhe 
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whole creation; whereby we may, in contemp'a. 
tion of things created, aſcend to Gon. But tel} 


me, I pray thee, what was the meaning of that cau- 


tion joined, Is YE BE FOUND OBEDIENT? 
Can we then ever want obedience to him, or is it 
poſh ble we ſhould forſake his love, who formed us. 
out of the duſt, and placed us here in the fulneſs 
and utmoſt meaſure of bliſs, that can be apprehen- 
ded or ſought after by human defires? Fo whom 
the angel made anſwer: Son of heaven and earth! 


give great attention to what Lam going to ſay; that 


thou art happy, owe it to Go; that thou conti - 
nueſt happy, owe to thyſelf, that is, owe it to thy 
obedience; therein ſtand firm : this was that cau- 
tion given thee, therefore be adviſed: Gop made 
thee perfect, but not immutable, and he made thee 


good ; but he left it in thy own power to perſevere 


or not: ordained: thy will free by nature, not over- 
ruled by inevitable fate, or ſtrict neceſſity. He re- 
quires our voluntary, and not our neceſſitated ſer» 
vice; ſuch with him finds no acceptance, nor ever 
can find; for how can hearts that are not free be 
tried, whether they ſerve willingly of no? who 
will do nothing but what they are ordained to do, 
and can chuſe no other? I myſelf, and all the hoſt 
of angels that ſtand in the fight of the throne of 


Cop, hold our happy ſtate upon the ſame condi- 


tion as you do yours, ONLY WHILE WE HOLD 
©UR OBEDIENCE, and upon no other ſurety: we 
ſerve freely, becauſe we love freely; it being in 
our will either to love or not, and in this we either 

ſtand or fall: and ſome are already fallen, fallen to 
diſobedience, and from heaven to deepeſt hell: 


: 
« 
5 
t 
3 
5 
— 
5 
? 
t 
7 
— 
S 
e 
y 
w- 
r 
> 
* 
, 
q 
f 
0 
2 
1 
pl 
* 


THE FALL OF MAN. 141 
from the brighteſt ſtate * happineſs to the loweſt 


late of miſery. 


To whom our great progenitor replied: Divine 
inſtructor I have heard thy words attentively, and 
with an ear more delighted, than when the ſongs 
of cherubim ſend heavenly muſic by night from 
the neighbouring hills. Nor was I ignorant, that 
I was both as to will and deed created quite free: 
yet that we never ſhall forget to love and obey our 
MaxkR, who has but laid one command upon us, 
ſo mild and ſo jnſt, my conſtant thoughts always 
aſſuted me, and afſure me ſtill; though what thou 
telleſt me hath paſſed in heaven, it makes me de- 
lirous to hear the full account, which muſt be very | 
ſtrange, and well worthy of my deepeſt attention; 
eſpecially as there is plenty of time remaining for 
that purpoſe, as the ſun has ſcarce finiſhed the one 
half of his daily courſe. 


XOCOCOOCOLKEIOOOOOOOKK 
CHAP. III. 


Raphael acquaints Adam who his great enemy is, in- 
forms him of Satan's firſt revolt, and what was - 
the occaſion thereof. Abdiel forſakes Satan and 
bis party. 


* APHAEL made anſwer to Apau's ws 
thus: Faireſt of Men! what thou defireſt of 
me is a hard taſk; for how ſhall I relate to human 
ſenſe the inviſible exploits of contending ſpirits, 


without remorſe, the ruin of ſo many, who once 


while they ſtood firm to their obedience were ſo 


applied to motion meaſures all things durable by 
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Slorious and perfect? And how unfold the ſecrets 


of another world, which perhaps may not be lawv- 
ful to reveal; yet I will diſpenſe with this for thy 
good: and what is out of the reach of human ſenſe 


Twill: explain by comparing ſpiritual ' things to 


things corporal, as beſt may make them underſtood: 
though what if earth be only the ſhadow of heaven; 
and the things that are in them, much more like 


than they are thought to be? 


Tuis world as yet was not created, and the wild 
Chaos reigned where now the heavens roll, and 
where the earth reſts poiſed upon her own center: 
when upon a day, (for time, though in eternity, 


paſt, preſent and future,) upon ſuch a day, as hea- 
ven's great year brings forth, the heavenly hoſt of 
angels were called by imperial ſummons, and im- 


mediately appeared before the throne of the Al- 
MIGHTY, from all ends of heaven, in bright order 


under their hierarchs: ten thouſand, thouſand en- 
ſigns advanced high, ſtream in the air, ſtandard, 
and banners, betwirxt the van and rear, and ſerve 
for diſtinction of heirarchies, of orders and degrees, 
or in their glittering tiſſues bear expreſſed holy me- 
morials, acts of zeal and love recorded. Thus 
when they ſtood in circles in inexpreſſible numbers, 
orb within orb, the infinite FATHER, by whom the 
Son- fat. emboſomed in bliſs, amidſt them whoſe 
brightneſs outſnone every thing viſible, thus ſaid: 
ALL ye angels! progeny of light! thrones! do- 
minions! princedoms! virtues! and powers! hear 


29 my. decree, which ſhall ſtand irrevocable. This 


day: have I begotten him whom I declared my only 
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Sox, and anointed him upon his holy hill; he it is 
whom ye now behold at my right hand; I appoint 
him to be your head: and have ſworn by myſelf, 
that every knee ſhall bow to him, and confeſs him 
LorD. Under his great vicegerency do you all re- 
main united, as though all were but one ſoul, and 
be for ever happy: thoſe who diſobey-me, break the 
union, and that day become caſt out from Gop; 
and all bleſſedneſs, and fall into utter darkneſs, 
deep into the loweſt gulp, without gen noe 
without end. 

Tus ſpoke the Adtereaimar, and all frog 
well pleaſed with bis words: ſeemed pleaſed, but 
all were not really ſo. They ſpent that day like 
other ſolemn days in myſtical ſong and dance about 
the ſacred hill, (which yonder ſtarry ſphere of pla- 


_ nets, and of fixed ſtars, in all her wheels reſemble 


neareſt; eccentric, interyolved, and yet moſt regu- 


lar when they ſeem to us moſt irregular;)/ and in 


their motionsdivine harmony is expreſſed ſo ſmooth- 
ly in charming tones, that Gop's own ear liſtens 
delighted. The evening now approached (for we 
have alſo out evening and our morning, not out of 
neceſſity, but for pleafing variety) and from the 
dance with one conſent, they turned themſelves to 
a delightful repaſt, tables are ſet all in circles, as 
they ſtood, and all at once were filled with the food 


of angels, and bright neCtar flows in cups of pearls 


and diamonds, and maſly gold; the produce of de- 
licious vines that were the growth of heaven. 
RERPOSED upon banks of flowers, and crowned 
with rich garlands, they eat, and drink, and in 
ſweet communion quaff immortality, and joy, be- 
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fore the all-bounteous King, who gave with a co- 


pious hand and rejoiced in their joy. Now when 


ambroſial night exhaled with clouds, from the high 
mouatain of GoD, whence light and ſhape both 
ſpring, had changed the full brightneſs of heaven 


to grateful twilight; (for there is no total darkneſs) | 


and ſweet dews had diſpoſed all to reſt, except the 
wakeful eye of Gop; wide over all the plain, and 
far wider than all the globoſe earth, if it were ſpread 
out in length (for ſuch are the courts of God) the 


angels diſperſed in bands and files, and extended 


their camp in numberleſs pavilions by living 
ſtreams that run among the trees of life; and ſud- 
denly raifed up celeſtial tabernacles where they 
ſlept, refreſhed with the cool wind, except thoſe, 
who in their turn ſung melodious hymns all night 
long before the throne of God. But Saran 
could take no repoſe; he, one of the firſt, if not 
the very firſt archangel, very great in power, in fa- 


vour, and pre-eminence; yet being filled with en- 


vy againſt the Son of Gop, who was that day ho- 
noured by his great FaTHER, proclaimed Mas- 
SIAH and anointed king, could not bear through 
his pride to ſee that ſight, and thought himſelf 
flighted and impaired, conceiving batred and deep 
malice, he reſolved as ſoon as it was midnight, and 
all were in fleep and ſilenee, to deſert with all his 
legions, and contemptuouſly to leave the ſupreme 
throne unworſhipped and unobeyed, and to him 


who was next in power under him he thus whiſ⸗ 


pered: 
Mr dear companion! doſt thou ſleep now ? what 
ſleep can cloſe thy eyes? doſt thou not remember 
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yeſtetday's decree, which bath paſſed cke lips of the 


almighty KING of heaven? Thou waſt uſed to im- 
part thy thoughts to me, I mine to thee, waking 
we had but one mind; awake therefore, and let us 


conſult, thou ſeeſt there ate new laws impoſed! 


New laws made by him who reigns, may raiſe new 


minds in us who ſerve, and new councils to debate 
what may hereafter happen: it is not ſafe to talk 


more in this place. Do thou aſſemble all thoſe an- 


gels of whom we lead the chief, to tell them that by 


command beſore day-break, I, and all thoſe who 
are under my command, are to haſten homeward 
with ſpeedy march, where we poſſeſs the quarters 


ol the north; there to prepare a fit entertainment 


to receive om KING, the great Mgss1an, and his 
new commands, for that he intends very ſoon to 


| pals triumphantly e all their hierarchies, and 


give them laws. 

Trvs ſpoke the falſe archangel, and infuſed bad 
ſentiments into his un wary aſſociate; who called to- 
gether, or ſeverally one by one, the regent powers 
that governed under him, and told them as he was 
taught, that it was the command of Gop. Now, 
before the morning that the great hierarchal ſtan - 
dard was to move, he tells the ſuggeſted cauſe, throws 
in ambiguous words between and jealouſies, either 


to ſound their opinion or taint their integrity: but 


all obeyed the wonted ſignal and the ſuperior voice 
of their great potentate: (for high indeed was his 
degree, and very great his name in heaven:) his 
countenance, that was like the morning ſtar, allured 
them, and with lies, he drew after him the third 
part of the hoſt of heaven. 
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In the mean time the eternal eye of Gov, (vb 


diſcerns the moſt obſcure thoughts) came out of his 
holy mountain, and from within the golden lamps 
that burn all night before him, ſaw rebellion riſe; 
obſerved in -whom, how ſpread among the ſons of 
the morning, and what multitudes were combining 
to oppoſe his great decree: when he ſaid to his on · 


. . ly ſon ſmiling : 


Son, thou in whom my glory I behold in full 


ſplendor, the heir of all my power! It nearly con - 
cerns us now to take care of our omnipotence; and 


with arms we deſign to hold what we have enjoyed 
from all eternity of godhead, or of empire ; for 
ſuch a foe is rifing as intends to ereCt his throne e- 
qual to ours, all through the ſpacious north; and 


not contented with this, he has it in his thoughts 


to try in battle what our power, or our right is: let 
us conſult, and draw up with ſpeed the force that 


is-left, and employ it in out defence, leſt this rebel 
rout ſhould affault this our high place and ſanctua - 
ry. To whom the Sox with a calm and clear af- 


pet, that ſhone with unſpeakable and divine 
brightneſs, made anſwer; 
ALaxIGaHTY FATHER! thou juſtly haſt thy foes 


n derifion, and in thy own power ſecure, laugheſt |} 


at their vain defigns, and vain tumults; which to 


me will be the cauſe of glory, as their hate is againſt } 
me, but they ſhall ſee I have power to quell their 
pride, and find by the event whether I am able to 
fubdue thoſe who rebel againſt thee, or be found 
the weakeſt in heaven. Thus ſpoke the Sox; but 
SATAN with great ſpeed was far advanced with his 
powers, a hoſt as innumerable as the ſtars of "4 


\ 


P pay to two! To one firſt, but now another, which 
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90 drops of dew in the morning. They paſſed 


many regions, and mighty regencies of ſeraphim, 
ntates and thrones, in their ſeveral degrees: 
(regions to which all thy dominions, Apa, are 


no more to be compared, than this garden 1s to all 


the earth, and all the ſea) which having paſſed, at 
length, they came-into the limits of the north, and 
SATAN to his royal ſeat, high upon a large blazing 
hill like a mountain, with pyramids and towers 
hewn from quarries of diamonds and rocks of gold, 
the palace of great Lucir RR, which he not long 
after called the MOUNTAIN OF THE CONGREGA« 
TroN, in imitation of that mountain whereon the 


- Mgs$144 was declared the only begotton Sox in 


the ſight of heaven; ſo that he pretended to be e- 
qual with Gop : and thither aſſembled all his fol- 
lowers; pretending that he was commanded ſo to 


do, to conſult about the grand reception of their 
king Mes81an, who was to come thither: and 


with much Cunning and counterfeited truth thus 
addreſſed the angels under his command ; 
Trrones! dominions! princedoms! virtues! 
and powers! If th:ſe magnifick titles yet remain, 
or are not merely titular, ſince another to himſelf 
has engrofſed all power, and eclipſed us under the 
name of the Ax oIN TED KinG; for whoſe glory 


we make all this haſte of midnight march, and are 


in a hurry, only to conſult how we may beſt re- 
ceive him, with every new honour that can be de- 
viſed, he coming to receive from us a knee- tribute 
which we never yet paid:- A vile proſtration ! Too 
much to be paid to one, but how can it be endured 
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he proclaims to be his image. But what if more 
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Le! wiſe counſels might. influence our minds, and teach 

lit us how to caſt off this yoke ? Will you ſubmit your 
139 necks? And do you chuſe to bend your humble 
WE knee? If I judge aright of ye, ye will not, or if ye MW 
: ö know yourſelves to be what ye are; the natives and j 
if ſons of heaven, which was poſſeſſed by none before 
is you; and if we all are not equal, yet all are free, 


equally free: For orders and degrees do. not jar but 
. conſiſt with liberty. Who can then either in rea- 
Ui fon, or right, pretend to aſſume monarchy over 
ſuch as by right live his equals, and though leſs in 


1. power and ſplendor are yet equal in freedom? Or 
WF who can introduce a law and decree upon us, who 

1 being without law cannot err? much leſs impoſe 
] bis anointed King upon us to be our Log, and 


look for adoration, to the abuſe of our imperial ti- 
tles, which aſſert that we were ordained to govern, 
and not to ſerve, | | 

THvus far this bold diſcourſe was heard without 
any hindrance, when ABDIEL, one of the bright- 
eſt and moſt obedient among the ſeraphim, who a- 
dored the Deity in the moſt ardent manner, and was 
ö al ways ready and willing to obey his commands, 
| ſtood up, and in a flame of holy zeal thus ſeverely 
oppoſed the rage of his fury. 

On proud, falſe, and dafphemous expreſſions ! 
Words which no ear could eyer expect to have 
heard in keaven, and leaſt of all, thou ungrateſul 
wretch, from thee, who art thyſelf placed fo high 
above others! Canſt thou condemn with impious 
reproach the juſt decree of Gop, which was pro- 
nounced and ſworn; that to his only Sox, by right 
honoured with the royal ſcepter, every ſoul in hes- 
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| ven ſhall bend the knee, and in that honour confefs 


him to be the only rightful king? Thou ſayeſt it is 
unjuſt, certainly unjuſt, to bind thoſe who are free 
with laws, and to let equals reign over equals, and one 
over all, to whom none is toſucceed.--Shaltthou give 
laws to GoD? Shalt thou diſpate the points of liberty 
with him, who made thee what thou art, and formed 
and circumſcribed the being of all the powers of hea- 


ven juſt as he pleaſed ? Yet taught by experience, we 


know how good he is, and how careful of our good 
and dignity; how far from any thought of making 
us leſs happy 3 rather bent upon uniting us more 
near himſelf under one head, in order to exalt our 
happy ſtate.— But ſuppoſe I were to grant thee, 
that it were unjuſt, that any equal ſhould reign as 
king over his equals; thou (though very great and 


glorious) doſt thou reckow thyſelf, or think all the 


angelica! nature joined in one; equal with him who 


is the only begotten Sox? by whom the Almighty 


FaTHER made all things; even thee and all the o- 
ther ſpirits of heaven, who were created by him 
in their bright orders, crowned'with glory, and gi- 


ven glorious names, TRRON ES, DOMINA TIONS, 


PRINCEDOMs, VIRTUES, and Powxsõ, real and 


_ eſſential PowERs, which are not obſcured by his 


reign, but made more illuſtrious; ſince he becom- 
ing our head, becomes one of our number, his laws 


become our laws, and all honour done to him re- 


turns back again to us.——Then ceaſe this impious 


rage, and tempt not theſe angels to ſin; but haſten 
to appeaſe the wrath of the incenſed FaTHER, and 
the incenſed Son, and repent in time while par- 
don may be found, if you defire it ſincerely. - 
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Tus ſpoke ABDIEL, the faithful and . 
feraph, but none ſeconded his zeal, as it was judg- 
ed raſh aud ſingular, and out of proper time, at 
which the apoſtate rejoiced greatly, and n 
more haughty, thus replied: 

SAYEST thou that we were made then? And 
the work of ſecondary hands, by a taſk transferred 
from the FATHER to the Son? A ſtrange new 
doctrine! which we would know where you lear- 


ned: Who is it that ſaw when this creation was? 


Doſt thou remember any thing about thy being 
made, while the maker was giving thee being? 
We know no time when we were not as we are 
now; we know of none before us, but were pro- 


duced by a natural courſe: of things, ſelf-raiſed by 


our own quickening power, the mature birth of this 
Hur native heaven, of which we were the natural 


cons: Qur-power and ſtrength is our own, which 


mall reach us deeds of the higheſt importance, to 
try by proof who is our equal: Then thou ſhalt be- 
hold, whether we intend to addreſs and ſurround 
the almighty throne with adoration, or with de- 


Fance. Do thou go and carry theſe tidings to the 


anointed King, and make diſpatch, before ſome- 
«ting wurſe hinders thy flight. 
"SATAN ſpoke thus, and a hoarſe murmur, like 
the ſound of deep waters, echoed applauſe; never- 
theleſs the flaming and undaunted feraph- ABDIEL, 
though ſurrounded by foes, and none to ſecond him, 
thus boldly anſwered : 
On accurſed ſpirit! alienated from Go»-! I. ſee 
thy fall is determined, and thy hapleſs followers in- 
volved in his perfidious fraud, the contagion being 
ſpread. both of thy crime and puniſhment. Hence 
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forth be not any more troubled, how to get rid of 
the yoke of Gop's Msssian; thoſe indulgent 


terms will, not now be granted, but: other decrees 


not to be recalled are gone forth apainſt thee. 
That golden ſceptre which thou didſt refuſe to a- 
bey, is now changed to a rod of ĩt on, to bruiſe anti 
bring thee to obedience: Well didſt thou adviſe 
me to fly this wicked and devoted company, yet not 
for thy advice or threats do I comply, bur leſt che 
wrath that threatens, growing into a ſudden flame, 


ſhould deſtroy all without diſtinQion; for expect 


ſoon to feel his thunder on thy head, a devouring 
fire; then lamenting, thou ſhalt learn to know who 
is thy Creator, and: who-hath er to uncreate and 
puniſh the ceternally. . . 

Tun feraph ABDiEE ſpoke thus, * was the 
only one found faithful among the innumerable 


faithleſs, among innumerable: falſe ones; he kept 
bis loyalty, love, and zeal unmoved, unſhaken, un- 
ſeduced, and unfrighted: Though he was fingle, 


neither their number nor example prevailed with 


bim to ſwervs from the truth, nor altered the cott* 
ſtancy of his mind: Re out from amongſt the 


midſt of them, through hoſtile ſcorns, and turned 
bis back with ſcorn upon thoſe proud rebellious ſpi- 
dits, upon whom he * (wife deſtruction was faſt 


— 
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5 Tas ARGUMENT. 


- 


Raphael goes on with his marathon; "ON Gabriel RE: 
Michael went out to battle againft Satan and his 


angels a deſcription -of tbe firft day's figbt. 


Satan and his angels retreat under the darkneſs of | 


the might , ; he ſummons @ council, and invents hor- 
rid engines, by which Michael and his angels are 
put in ſome di Mortler; but they pull up mountains, 
and daſh to pieces all the machines and force of 
Satan. The battle not ending, God fends his fon 
on the third day, having referved the glory of that 
victory for him. He comes in his chariot, with 
all the glory of his Father, makes his angels fland 
NW on ench fide of him, and with his thunder 
drives them to the walls of heaven, and from 
thence down to the bottomleſs pit. _..Chriſt returns 
with — 2 e 2 me Father. 
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Nr 7 3 0 
Raphael relates how Michael and Gabriel proceeded 
to battle againſt Satan; the firſt fight deſcribed. 


BDIEL, the undaunted angel, kept on his 
way all night unpurſued through the wide 
plains of heaven; till returning morning brought 


on the light. In the mountain of Gop, not far 
diſtant from his throne, there is a cave, where light 


and twilight regularly ſucceed each other, which 
makes an agreeable variety, even in heaven; for as 
the twilight goes out at one door, full light comes 
in at the other, in perpetual rotation; and now 
went forth the morning, ſuch as it is in the higheſt 
heavens, arrayed in imperial gold, and night went 
off at his approach, ſhot through with brigbe 
beams; when what firſt met the ſight of ABDiEL 
was Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery ſteeds, and 
thick bright ſquadrons in battle array, that covered 
all the plain, refleting blaze on blaze. He then 
gladly mixed himſelf among thofe friendly angels, 
who received him with loud acclamations and joy, 
that out of fo many myriads fallen, yet there ſhould 
only one return not loſt, They led him on, with 
great applauſe, to the ſacred hill, and preſented 
him before the ſupreme ſeat; and from the mid& 
of a golden cloud a-mild and merciful voice was 
heard to ſay: 

WELL done, thou faithful ſervant of Gon 
Well halt thou fought the better ſight, who haſt 
G 5 
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maintained the cauſe of truth ſingly againſt revolt- 
ing multitudes; thou art mightier. in word than 
they can be in arms, and for the teſtimony of the 
truth haſt bore a general reproach, far worſe to bear 
than violence; for all thy care was to ſtand approy- 
ed, in the fight of Gon, though worlds judged thee 
to be perverſe. An cafier conqueſt now remains 
for thee, aided by thy friends, to return back upon 
thy foes with greater glory than thou didſt depart 
from them with ſcorn; and to ſubdue them by force 
who refuſe: right reafon for their law; MEss1an. 
for their king, who reigns by right of merit. 

Go, MicnaerL! prince of the heavenly armies! 
and thou, GABRIEL, next in military power, go, 
and lead forth theſe my invincible ſons; lead forth 
my armed ſaints by myriads (equal in number to 
that rebellious crew) and range them in order for 
the battle, aflault them without fear with hoſtile 
arms and with fire, and purſuing them to the bor- 
ders of heaven, drive them out from God and from 


bliſs, into their place of puniſhment; the gulph of 


hell, which has already opened wide its fiery. region 
of confuſion to receive them in their fall. 

So ſpoke the ſovereign voice of Gon, and the 
clouds began to darken all the hill, and ſmoak be- 


gan to roll in duſky and heavy flames; a ſign that 


divine wrath was awaked; the loud ethereal trum- 
pet began to blow, which ſtruck them with terror; 


at which command the militant powers, that ſtood 


firm for the cauſe of heaven, marched on their 
bright legions in filence,. to the ſound of inſtiu- 
mental harmony, that breathed into them an he- 
'roick ardour to great and adventurous deeds, under 
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their godlike leaders, in the cauſe of the AL M1GH» 


TY and his Mgs$s1aH : On they move, ſo firm, 
that it was impoſſible for their ranks to be divided 
by bills, valleys, woods or ſtreams, for their march 
was high above the ground, and the | yielding ait 
bore up their nimble tread ; as when every ſpecies 
of birds came ſummoned over EDxn, flying in or- 
derly array to receive their names from thee; ſo 
they marched over many a tract and wide province 
of heaven, tenfold the length of this earthly globe. 
At laſt, far in the horizon of the north appeared a 
ſiery region, that reached the whole length and the 
utmoſt depth, drawn up in array of battle, and on 
nearer view, might be ſeen the bright tops of innu - 
merable ſpears, a throng of helmets, and ſhiclds. 


| with various ornaments and boaſting devices: 


Theſe were the united powers of SATAN, haſtening 
on with furious expedition; for they imagined that 
very day, either by conqueſt or by ſurprize, to win 
the mountain of Go p, and to ſet upon his throne 

the proud aſpirer and envier of his ſtate; but their 
thoughts proved empty and vain in the midway. 

Though at firſt it ſeemed very ſtrange to us, that 
angels ſhould make war againſt angels, and meet 

in fierce combat, who were uſed to meet ſo often 
unanimous in feſtivals of love and joy, and as the 

leans of one great fire, praiſing the eternal Fa THRR. 
But now the ſhout began for battle, and the ruſh- 

ing ſound of. the onſet, which put an n to all 
mild and peaceable thoughts. b. 

SATAN fat high in the midſt of the ſun-bright: 
chariot, exalted like a God, an idol of divine ma- 
jeſty, encloſed with. flaming cherubim and with 

06. 
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golden ſhields; then lighted from his reſplendent 
throne, (for now betwixt the two armies there was 
but ſmall diſtance left, and front preſented to front 
ſtood in terrible array, extending to a prodigious 
length) and before the - ranks of the rebellious ſpi- 
rits, juſt when the armies were about to join, Sa- 
TAN advancing with vaſt and baughty ftrides, came 
ſwelling with imaginary power, and armed in ada- 
mant and gold: The ſeraph ABDIEL could not en- 
dure that ſight, where he ſtood among the mightieſt, 
bent on the higheſt deeds; and thus reflects within 
his upright and honeſt heart. | 
On heaven! that there ſhould' yet remain ſuch 
a reſemblance of the higheſt, where faith and rea- 
lity remain not: Wherefore ſhould not ſtrength and 
might fail when deſtitute of virtue, or prove 
_ weakeſt where it is moſt preſumptuous? Though to 
appearance he ſeems unconquerable, I deſign, thro? 
the ALMIGHTY's aid, to try his puiſſance, for ! 
have tried his reafon already, and ſound it to be 
falſe and unſound: Nor is it more than juſt, that 
he who has got the better in the debate of truth, 
mould do the ſame alſo in arms, and become a 
conqueror in both diſputes alike; though when rea- 
ſon hath to do with force, the conteſt is brutiſh and 
foul, yet it is moſt fit that reaſon ſhould overcome. 
Pondering thus within himſelf, he ſtepped out from 
his armed companions oppoſite to SATAN, his dar- 
ing foe, and met him half-way, who was more en- 
raged to fee him advance ſo boldly towards him, 
and to hear him pronounce this defiance :- - 
PROUD angel! have I met thee? Thou hoped 
to have reached the height of thy aſpiring without 


4 
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pete and to have found the throne of Gov 
Heb pe and his ſide abandoned, at the terror of 
thy power and potent tongue: Thou fool! not to 
conſider, how vain it is to riſe up in arms againſt 
the ALMIGHTY 5. who out of the ſmalleſt things 
could have raiſed armies without end, to deſeat thy 
folly, or with his own hand, which reaches beyond 
all limit, without any other aſſiſtance could have fi- 
niſhed thee, and whelmed all thy legions under 
darkneſs; But thou mayeſt ſee that all are not of 
thy train; there be ſome holy angels befides myſelf 
who eſteem fidelity and piety towards God, - tho? 
not viſible to thee, when I alone ſeemed in the 
world erroneouſly to diſſent from all: Thou ſeeſt 
my party, and now may learn too late, that when 
thouſands err, ſome: few: are in the right. To 
whom the grand foe, with — and ſcornful 
eyes, made anſwer : * | TP 

SEDIT1OUS EY whom I — been ſeeking 
aſter, art thou returned from flight! now art thou 
come to receive that reward which thou haſt merit 
ed, the firſt trial of this provoked light-hand, ſince 
that tongue with contradiction inſpired, firſt dared 
to oppoſe a third part of the Gods, met in council 
to aſſert their godheads, who while they feel divine 
vigour within themſelves, neither can nor will al- 
low omnipotence to be the attribute of any. Bat it 
is well thou art come before thy fellows, ambitious 
to win from me ſomething to brag of, that thy ſue- 
ceſs may be an example of deſtruction to the reſt; 
only I have given thee ſome time to conſider, (left 
if I bad not thou ſhouldeft have boaſted that I could 
not anſwer thee) to let thee know, that at firſt I 1 
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thought that liberty and heaven had been the ſame 
thing to heavenly ſouls; but now I perceive that 
moſt of them are fo idle, that they had rather ſerve 
and be attending ſpirits, and aſſiſt at feſtivals and 
ſongs; ſuch are theſe thou haſt armed, the ſinging 
choireſters of heaven, ſlavery contending- againſt 


freedom, as the concluſion: of this day's actions ſhall 


fully ſhew. 
To whom ABDIEL replied in few words: A- 
poſtate ſpirit! thou art wrong ſtili, and wilt find no 


end of erring, being out of the ways of truth; un- 


juſtly thou brandeſt the ſervice that GOD commands 
with the name of ſervitude; it is ſervitude to ſerye 
the unwiſe, or thoſe who have rebelled againſt them 
that are worthier than himſelf, as thy followers now 
ſerve thee, thou thyſelf not being free, but in flae 
very even to thyſelf, yet impiouſly dareſt reproach. 
our obedience. Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom, 
and let me ſerve the ever-blefſed Gop in heaven, 
and obey: his divine commands, which are worthy. 


to be obeyed! yet do not thou expect a kingdom, 
but puniſhment and chains in hell; mean while re- 


ceive from me (who. juſt now thou. ſaidſt was re- 
turned from flight) this greeting upon thy wicked 
head. Saying this he lifted up his arm to ſtrike a 


blow, which immediately with great ſtrength and 


fwiftneſs fell on SaTANn's proud. creſt; not the 
ſwifteſt thought could - intercept ſuch ruin; much 
leſs could bis ſhield : He recoiled back ten paces; 
the tenth his maſly ſpear ſupported him upon his 
bended knee; as if ſubterranean winds and waters 
had forced their way, and had puſhed a mountain 
beadtopg from its. ſeat, half ſunk with all its trees. 
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The rebellious angels were ſeized with horrible a» 
- mazement, but more with terrible rage, to ſee their 
great general thus foiled; while our powers were 
filled with joy and ſhouts, forctelling victory and 
bold defire of battle; whereat MicHatL ordered 
the arch-angel trumpet ro be founded through the 
extent of heaven, and the faithful armies rung with 
hoſanna to the. higheſt: Nor did the adverſe legions 
Rand ſilent, but with ſounds as hideous as ours 
were heavenly, joined the horrid fhock, Now 
ſtorming fury aroſe, and a clamour, ſuch as till 
now was never heard in heaven: Arms claſhing. - 
upon armour, made a harſh diſcord, and the furi- 
ous wheels of brazen chariots raged : The noiſe of 
the conflict was frightful, the hiſs of fiery darts flew- 
in vollies over head, and as they flew covered each: 
army with fire; under which both ruſhed to battle, 
with rage not to be extinguiſhed: All heaven re- 
founded, and all earth, had it been then, would: 
have been ſhaken to its center: there was no won- 
der in this, when millions of encountering fierce 
angels fought on each fide, the leaſt of whom could 
arm himſelf with the force of all the elements. 
How much more power had they, army againſt ar-- 
my, warring without number,.to raiſe combuſtion, 
and diſturb (though they. had not power to deſtroy) 
their native ſeat! had not. the eternal and almighty. 
Kine, from the ſeat of his power, over-ruled and 
ſet limits to their power: though their number was 
fuch, that each legion might be thought a great ar- 
my, in ſtrength each armed hand was as that of an. 
entire legion; they were led to ſight, yet. each ſin- 
gle warrior ſeemed like a leader, and as in chief; 
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expert and knowing when to advance, when to 
ſtand or turn the ſway of battle, when to open, and 
when to cloſe the ranks; they had no thought of 
flight or of retreat, or any unbecoming action that 
argued fear; each depended upon himſelf, as if on- 


ly in his arm lay victoey: infinite deeds of eternal 
fame were done, for the war was ſpread wide and 
various, ſometimes. a ſtanding fight upon ficm 
ground, then ſoaring upon main wing, all the air 
was troubled; for the whole air ſeemed then to be 


nothing but contending fire; the battle hung a long 


time in ſuſpence, till Sa TAN (who had that day 
ſhewn prodigious power, and in arms had met no 
equal) ranging through the dreadful attack of ſera- 
phim, confuſedly fighting, at length ſaw where the 
ſword of MicHatL ſmote and felled whole ſquad- 
rons at once; his huge weapon brandiſhed aloft in 
both hands, the horrid edge came down, waſting 
ſar and near. SATAN haſtened to oppoſe ſuch deſ- 
truction, and oppoſed his ample ſhield that was of 
vaſt circumference, a rocky orb of tenfold adamant. 
Mi1CHAEL, the great archangel, gave over fighting 


at his approach, glad, as hoping here to end inteſ- 


tine war in heaven, by ſubduing SaTAN, or drag- 
ging him captive in chains; but with a hoſtile 
frown, and a  viſage all inflamed, acdrefied him 
thus: 

Tuo author of evil! not known eill thy revolt 
in heaven, now as thou ſeeſt theſe acts of hateful 
ſtrife are hateful to all, though by juſtice heavieſt 
upon thyſelf and all thy adherents: how haſt thou 
diſturbed the bleſſed peace of heaven, and brought 
milery into the world, which was not knowa till 


THE FALL OF MAN. 162 


the time of thy rebellion? How haſt thou inſtilled 
thy malice into thouſands, who were once upright 
and faithful, but now ate become falſe? But think 
not to diſturb the holy-reft of heaven; heaven caſts 
thee out from all her bounds; heaven, which is the 
ſeat of bliſs, ſuffers no acts of violence and war to 
be committed here; depart: then! and let evil, 
which is thy offspring, go along with thee to hell, 
the place of evil: depart thou and thy infernal 
crew! and there ſtir up broils ; before this my a- 
venging {ſword deſtroy thee, or ſome more ſudden 
vengeance, winged immediately from Gon, n 
thee down with augmented Pain. | 
'Trvs ſpake the prince of the angels; to 8 
SATAN anſwered: think not with empty and airy 
threats - to awe thoſe, whom yet with deeds thou 
canſt not: haſt thou put the leaſt of theſe to flight? 
Or made fall, but that they riſe again unvanquiſh- 
ed? Doſt thou think it eaſier to contend with me, 
that thou ſhouldeſt hope, imperious archangel; with 
threats to drive me hence? Miſtake not ſo much, 
as to think that we ſhall end ſo that ſtrife which 
thou calleſt evil, but we ſtile it the ſtrife of glory; 
which we intend to win, or elſe turn this heaven 
itſelf into the hell thou haſt been telling ſtories oft 
bere intending, however, to dwell free, if not to 
reign: mean while employ the utmoſt force (and 
call him who is named ALMIGHTY to thy aſſiſ- 
tance) I have not fled from: but inſtead of _ 
have ſought thee far and near. 
Tux parly being ended, they both addreſs thent 
ſelves for fight in a manner not to be deſeribed, for 
the tongue of angels cannot deſcribe it, or to what 


©. 
. 


»62 PARADISE LOST; OR, 


things liken it that are ſeen upon earth, that may 
hft the human imagination to ſuch a height of 
godlike power? For they ſeemed like gods, whe- - 
ther they ſtood ſtill or moved; in arms, in ſtature, 
and motion, fit to decide the fate of the great em- 
pire of heaven : now their fiery ſwords waved, and 
made broad circles in the air; their ſhields, like 
two broad funs, blazed oppoſite each other, while 
each fide looked on with expectation and horror: 
the angelical bands retired with ſpeed, and left a 
large field for them to fight in; it being unſafe to 
temain near ſuch commotion : ſuch as if the con - 
cord of nature being broke, war was ſprung among 
the conſtellations, and two planets ruſhing from a 
malign aſpect of fierce oppoſition, ſhould meet in 
the middle of the ſky, and confound their jarring 
ſpheres. Both together, with an arm next to al- 
mighty, lifted up imminent, aimed one ſtroke that 
might determine at once, and not need repetition, 
nor did there appear any odds in power, or in ſwift · 
neſs, to prevent each other; but the ſword of Mi- 
CHAEL, which he had from the armoury of Gop, 
was giren him tempered ſo, that nothing either 
keen or ſolid might reſiſt that edge; it met the 
ſword of 84 TAN, deſcending with great force to 
ftrike and cut it quite in two; nor did it ſtop there, 
but wheeling ſwift reverſed, entered deeply, and 
divided allhis right ide. It was then that S4 TAN 
firſt knew pain, and writhed himſelf to and fro, full, 
of anguiſh, ſo ſotely the piercing fword paſſed thro? | 
him; but the hearenly ſubſtance ſoon cloſed; which, 
could not be long divided, and from the wound flow- 
ed blood, ſuch as celeſtial ſpirits bleed, and. ſtained 
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all his armour, which before was very bright. 
Forthwith many ſtrong angels run to his aid, who 
interpoſe in his defence; while others bore him up- 
on their ſhields back to his chariot, where it ſtood. 
retired ſome diſtance oF the field of battle; there 
they laid him, gnaſhing his teeth for anguiſh,. 
ſhame, and deſpair, to find himfelf vanquiſhed, and 
to bave his pride humbled by ſuch a rebuke, ſo far 
beneath the confidence he had coneeived to have: 
_ equalled Gop in power: yet he healed ſoon; for 
ſpirits that live throughout their whole being, live 
_ wholly in every part, (not like frail Man, whoſe 
life is in his lips, and his breath in his noſtrils) and 
cannot die but by annihilation, nor receive any 
mortal wound into their fine and ſpiritual compo- 
Gtions, no more than thin and fluid air can: they 
live as if they were all heart, all head, all eye, air, 
intellect, and ſenſe; and can form themſelves as 
they pleaſe, and aſſume what ſize, colour, or ſhape, 
they like beſt, whether i it be leſs or more ſubſtan» 
tial. | 
In the mean while it ſhould not ke forgotten, 
that GABRIEL ſmote the furious king MoLOCH, 
| who had blaſphemouſly ſpoke againſt the Gon of 
. beaven, and had threatened to drag GABRIEL at 
. his chariot-wheels: GaBRIEL cut bim don to 
| the waiſt, ſo that he went off bellowing, being in 
the utmoſt anguiſh and torture. On each wing 
| 
y 


Until and RAPHAEL vanquiſhed each his vaunt- 
ing foe, ADRAMELECH and ASMODEUS (though, 
1; powerful and armed in a rock ef diamond) two ve” 
. ry great angels, that diſdained to be leſs than 
4 gods z. but in their flight they learned to think a. 
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little leſs of themſelves, being mangled with 
ghaſtly wounds, through their broad and plated. 
doats of mail. Nor did ABDIEL ſtand unmind- 
ful to annoy all that was poſſible the atheiſt crew, 
but with redoubled blows overthrew ARIEL and 
ARt1oc, and the violence of the ſcorched and blaſt- 
ed RAMIEL, a very baughty and aſpiring angel. 

I MIGHT relate of thouſands, and make their 
names immortal here upon earth; but thoſe elect 
angels, ſufficiently contented with their fame in 
heaven, are not ambitious of the praiſe of Men; 
and the fallen angels, though wondrous in might 
and in acts of war, though deſirous of renown, 
yet being blotted out of the book of heaven, let 
them remain in dark oblivion : for ſtrength divided 
from truth and juſtice is ſo far from being lau- 
dable, that it merits nothing but ignominy and 
diſgrace; yet being vain glorious, aſpire to glory 
and fame through infamy: thieyelove let their por- 
tion be eternal filence. 

AND now their chief being diſarmed and over- 


come, wild diſorder and conlufion took place; the 


ground was ſtrewed with broken ' armour, their 


-chariots overturned, and their horſes put to flight; 


ſo that thoſe who remained made but a faint re- 
fiſtance, and were born down; they ſtood ſome 
time upon the defenſive, and at laſt ſhamefully 
Hed, being filled with horrible fright and tercor, 
this being the fruit of their diſobedience. Not ſo 


with the faithful ſaints; they ſtood firm, and ad- 


vanced in cube phalanx; as they were innocent, 
they were invulnerable, and no wound they re- 
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ceived gave them pain; though put in ſome diſor- 
der, their innocence entirely protected them, 


SOC02CL02d e008 
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Satan and his angels retire under night ; he puts 

Michael and his angels to ſome diſorder in the ſe- 
cond day's fight, but they at laſt entirely over- 
come and. conquer him and his hojt. 


IGHT having now begun her courſe, and 
N brought on darkneſs and filence over hea- 
ven, there was a ceſſation of the hateful din of 
war, and both the victor and the vanquiſhed reti- 
red. MicHAEL and his angels, who had the ad- 
vantage on their fide, encamping on the field 
where the battle had been fought, placed cherubic 
waving fires round their watches: on the other 
fide, SATAN with his rebellious angels diſappear- 
ed, and took their ſtations in the dark, where find- 
ing it impoſſible to take any reſt, he called his po- 
tentates to council by night, and ſtanding up in the 
midſt of them, thus began, undiſmayed, to ha- 
rangue them: 

BeLovED potentates! you have been now 
found to be invincible, and not worthy of liberty 
only, but of honour, empire, glory, and renown, 
who have ſuſtained one day (and if one day, why 
not an eternal day?) in a doubtful fight, with whak 
Gop with his greateſt power could ſend againſt 
us from about his throne, and what he thought 
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ſufficient to ſubdue us to his will, But it does 
not prove ſo. We may therefore preſume he is 
fallible as to the knowledge of future things, 
though till now he has been thought omniſcient. It 
is true, happening to be Jeſs firmly armed, we 
have ſuſtained ſome loſs, and know what pain is: 
but we know alſo, of how little conſequence it is, 
and deſpiſe i it, ſince we find that we cannot be de- 
ſtroyed, | and that our wounds ſoon cloſe, healed by 
our native vigour. Of ſo ſmall an evil let us think 
the remedy muſt be eaſy 3 perhaps when we meet 
next, better arms may give us the advantage, and 
deftroy our enemies, or at leaſt make that equal 
between us, which before made the odds, where 
there is none in nature: if by any other hidden 
cauſe they are indeed ſuperior, while we can pre- 


ſerve our minds unhurt, and our underſtandings 
" ſound, we ſhall diſcover it by conſultation and 


proper enquiry. 
He being ended, there next ood up in the aſ- 
ſembly, NisRoc, one of the chief of the principa- 


lities ; he appeared as one eſcaped from the flaugh- 


ter of the battle, fatigued and wearied out, his ar- 
mour ſhattered and cut to pieces, and a gloomy 


melancholy fat upon his brow; he thus ſpoke : 
DELI1vERER ! ſaid he, and leader to the free 


enjoyment of our right, as we are gods ! yet it is 


hard for gods to fight in pain, againſt thoſe who 
feel none, and are incapable of ſuffering ; from 


= evil nothing but ruin can enſue ; for what 


gnifies valour or ſtrength, if accompanied with 
pain, which ſubdues all things, and makes weak 


the hands of the moſt powerful? Perhaps we 


os ww f24 SAS - as a 
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might be willing to be deprived of the ſenſe of 


' pleaſure, and live without repining in quiet and 
content, which is the calmeſt life; but pain is 


perfect miſery, a real evil, and if it be exceſſive, 
overturns all patience. He therefore, who can 
invent what we may offend more forcibly our yet 
unwounded enemies with, or how we ſhall arm 
ourſelves-with the ſame defence they have, in my 
opinion deſerves no leſs, than what we already owe 


for our deliverance. 


Wurxkro SATAN, with a compoſed look, 


made anſwer : That which thou rightly believeſt 
F- fo neceflary to our fuccefs, is not now to be in- 


vented, it being already in my power. Which is 
there of us who beholds the bright ſurface of this 
_ celeſtial mold upon which we ſtand, this ſpacious 
continent of heaven, adorned with ſuch diverfity 
of plants, fruits, ſweeteſt flowers, jewels, and 


gold; whoſe eye is it that ſurveys theſe things ſo 


ſuperficially, as not to obſerve from whence they 


grew deep under the ground, made of dark and 


crude materials, of fpirituous and fiery ſulphur, 
till touched with the ray of heaven and tempered, 
they ſhoot forth ſo beautifully up into light : theſe 
the deep ſhall yield us in their firſt forms, pregnant 
with ſtrange fire, which being rammed into hol- 
low engines, long and round, and touched at the 
other end with fire dilated, and put into a violent 
motion, ſhall, with noiſe like thunder, fend from 
far ſuch implements of miſchief among our foes, 


as | ſhall overwhelm and daſh to pieces whatever 
ſtands againſt them; ſo that they ſhall be afraid 


that we have diſarmed the Thunderer of his only 
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dreadful thunder-bolt: nor ſhall our labour be 
Jong, for yet before break of day what we wiih 


{hall be effected: therefore take heart, and aban- 
don fear: think nothing hard to ai yy 
with good counſel. 

He finiſhed his ſpeech, Ke his words inſuſed a 
{mall degree of joy in their dejected countenances, 
and reyived their languiſhing hope; all admire 
the invention, and it ſeemed ſo eaſy, once being 
found, (which being unfound molt would have 
thought impeſſible) that every one was ſurprized, 
how he miſſed to be the inventor of it: yet poſſi- 


bly, Aba u, ſome of thy race, in future time, 
intent on miſchief, or inſpired with inſernal ma- 
chination, may invent ſome ſuch inſtrument, to 
- plague the ſons of Mex for ſin; bent on war and 


mutual ſlaughter. Forthwith they flew from the 
council, to undertake this work; no one delayed 
the time in argument, but innumerable. hands 
were ready ; they turned up the celeitial ſoil wide 
in a moment, and ſaw beneath the originals of na- 


ture; in their unripe conception they found and 


mingled ſulphurous and nitrous matter, and with 
ſubtle art having digeſted and dried it, they redu- 
ced it to black grain, and conveyed it into the 
ſtores, and part of them provide hidden veins of 
mineral and ſtone digged up, (nor hath this earth 
entrails much uniike) whereof to form their engines, 
and their balls that being diſcharged might carry 
ruin with them; part provide reeds, that being 
lighted, might with a touch give fire to their en- 
gines. So under the ſhadow of the night, ſecret- 


„ 
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ly and uneſpied they finiſhed all, and with ſilent 
circumſpection ſet it in order. 

Now when the orient morning appeared in 
heaven, the victorious angels roſe up, and the 


morning trumpet ſounded to arms: they ſtood a 


ſhining hoſt, in armour of gold, and were ſoon 
drawn up in bands: others looked round from the 
hills, and light-armed ſcouts ſcoured each quarter, 


to diſcover the diftant foe, where lodged, or whi- 


ther fled, or if halting, or in motion for the fight : 
they ſoon met him, moving near them under 
ſpread enſigns, in a flow but firm battalion : Zo» 
PHIEL, the ſwifteſt among the cherubim, with 
his greateſt ſpeed came flying, and thus in the 
middle of the air he cried out aloud : 

ARM, warriors, arm for the fight, the foe 
whom we thought fled is very near at hand, and 
to-day will fave us the trouble of . him 
far; there is no fear of his flight, he comes with 
ſo large a body, and I ſee ſettled in his face a pre- 
ſumpruous reſolution and ſecurity. Let each gird 
his armour well, fit well his helmet, and hold 
his ſhield with all his ſtrength, either born even 
or high; for this day, if I conjecture right, will 
pour down no ſlight ſhower of darts and arrows, 
but a rattling ſtorm of ſuch will be bearded with 
fire. 

Trvs he warned them, who were themſelves 
aware before, and ſoon they took the alarm, and 
inſtantly, in good order, moved onward in array 
of battle; when behold ! not far diſtant the foe 
approaching with heavy pace, training his deviliſh 
engines in ſuch a manner, that they were ſur» 
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rounded on every fide with thick ſquadrons of his 
angels, to hide the fraud. Both armies ſtood a 
while at the interview, but ſuddenly SaTan ap- 
peared at the head of his, and was heard thus gi- 
ving the word of command : 

VANGUARD! open your files to the right and 
left, unfold the front ; that all who hate us may 
ſee how we ſeek peace and quietneſs, and ſtand 
ready with open breaſt to receive them, if they 


like our terms, and turn not their backs upon us: 


but that I doubt of; however, let heaven be wit- 
neſs, while we freely diſcharge our part: you, 
who ſtand appointed, do as you have received or- 


ders, and touch what we propound briefly, and ſo 
loud, that all may hear. 


80 SATAN ſpoke, in a ſcoffing manner, and 
with words of a double meaning; he had ſcareely 


ended, when the front divided to the right and 


left, and retired to each flank, which diſcovered 


to our eyes a new and ſtrange ſight; we ſaw a 


threefold row of mounted pillars, which were fix- 
ed upon wheels z for they ſeemed molt like pillars 
(or hollowed oak, or fir, with their branches lopt 
off) of braſs, iron, or other material; but what 
coavinced us they were not pillars, was, that they 
were hollow, and their mouths with hideous ori- 
fice gaped wide on us : behind each ſtood a ſeraph, 


Who in his hand held a lighted reed; while we 


itood in ſuſpence, abſtracted and nn into 
ourſelves, but not long, ſor on a ſudden they all 
at once put forth their reeds, and with a nice touch 
applied them to a narrow vent; immediately 
(though it was ſoon darkened with ſmoke) all hea- 
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ven appeared in a flame, which was belched from 
thoſe deep-throated engines; whoſe roar. filled 
with outrageous noiſe, and tore all the air, vio- 
lently diſcharging their deviliſh burden, chained 
thunder-bolts, and a prodigious number of balls 
of iron, which they levelled on the armies of Gop 
with ſuch impetuous fury, that whoſoever were 
| ſmote by them could not poſhbly ſtand on their 
feet, though before they ſtood as ſure as rocks, 
but down they fell by thouſands, and angel fell 
upon arch- angel; the ſooner becauſe of their ar- 
mour, (for unarmed as ſpirits they might eaſily 
have evaded it, either by contracting their ſub- 
ſtances or removing.) But now followed the 
breaking of their ranks, and a forced rout ; it was 
to no purpoſe to open their files, that ſtood cloſe, 
and as it were locked together. What could they 
do? If they ruſhed on a repeated repulſe, another 
indecent overthrow would render them yet more 
deſpiſed, and a greater ſubject of laughter to their 
foes; for another row of ſeraphim ſtood ranked in 
view, in poſture ready to diſcharge their ſecond 
tire of thunder; and yet to return back defeated, 
they abhorred worſe. SATAN beheld their con- 
dition, and thus in deriſion called out to his com- 
panions: 

FRIENDS] what's the matter theſe proud con- 
querors don't come on? One while they ſeemed 
to be coming fiercely, and when we (and what 
could we do more) propounded terms of compo» 
ſition, and to give them fair entertainment with 
open front and breaſt, preſently they changed 
their minds, and fell into ſtrange agonies, as if 
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they had a mind to dance, and yet for a dance they 
ſeemed ſomewhat wild and extravagant; perhaps 
for joy we offered them peace: But I ſuppoſe if 
our propoſals were heard once again, we ſhould 
compel them to come to a quick reſolution, 

To whom thus in like frolickſome manner ſpoke 
BELIAL : Leader! the terms that we ſent were 
terms of very great weight, the contents were 
hard, full of force, and urged home, ſuch as we 
might eaſily perceive. amuſed them all, nay and 
ſtumbled many ; for who receives them right muſt 
not be weak, but not being undcrſtood, they have 
this gift beſide, they ſhew us when our foes are 
not able to walk upright. 

So they ſtood ſcofling in a Iudicrous manner a- 
mong themſelves, and elevated in their thoughts 
beyond all doubt of victory; fo eaſily they preſu- 
med to match the eternal power of Go with their 
inventions: They made a ſcorn of his thunder, 
and derided all his hoſt, while they for a time ſtood 
in trouble: But they did not ſtand long ſo; at 
length rage prompted them, and found them arms, 
fit to make oppoſition againſt ſuch helliſh miſchief: 
Forthwith (now obſerve what excellence and 
power Gop hath placed in his mighty angels!) 
they threw away their arms and flew to the hills, 
(for earth ſo far reſembles heaven, that it hath this 
pleaſing variety of hill and valley) and running as 
ſwift as lightning, they tore the fixed hills, looſen- 
ing them to and fro, from their foundations, with 
all their load of rocks, waters, and woods, and 
liſting them up by the tops, bore them in their 
bands. Thou mayeſt be aſſured that amazement 
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and terror ſeized the armies of Sara, when 


they ſaw the bottoms of the mountains turned up- 


wards come towards them ; and whelmed over all 
the triple row of thoſe curſed engines, in which 
they had put all their confidence, buried deep under 


the weight of mountains: They themſelves were 


next invaded, and there came upon. their heads, 
flung through the air, main promontories, de- 
ftroying whole legions : Their armour only ſerving 
to do them miſchief, cruſhed into their ſubſtance, 


which occaſioned them great pain and many a 


grievous groan, ſtruggling long underneath their 
bondage, before they could wind themſelves out of 
ſuch a priſon, though they were ſpirits of pureſt 
light : (that is, they had been once the pureſt, but 
now by reaſon of ſin were become groſſer.) The 
reſt of the bad angels which were not overwhelm- 
ed, imitating the angels of Gop, betook them to 
the ſame ſort of arms, and tore up the neighbours 
ing hills; ſo that hills in the middle of the air 


encountered hills, hurled dreadſully to and fro, 


that they ſought under ground in diſmal darkneſs; 
Horrid confuſion aroſe. heaped upon confuſion; 
the noiſe was as it were infernal, and war was no 
more than a pleafant relaxation, when compared 
with this- wild uproar, 
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CH A P. II. 


5 A. 0 
The battle not ending, Cod ſends the Meſſiab his 
Son, who alone overcomes his enemies; drives 
them out of heaven, and returns with triumph to 


his Father. 


EAVEN had now gone to deſtruction, o- 
verſpread with ruin, had not the Almighty 


FATHER, from his holy hill, where he ſits en- 


ſhrined in majeſty, foreſeen all that had happened, 


and permitted it for the honour of his Sox; that 


io he might fulfil his great promiſe to honour his 
Anointed Son, by making him avenged upon his 
enemies, and by declaring all power to be trans- 


ferred to him: Then ſpoke thus to his Sox, who 


ſat by him upon his right hand upon his throne: 

BELOVED SoN! 'the brightneſs of my glory! 
in whoſe face is ſeen what is otherwiſe inviſible, 
what J am by Deity, and by whoſe hands I do 
what I decree, who art ſecond omnipotenced 
there are paſt two days (that is two days as we make 
computation in heaven) ſince MichAEL and his 
powers went forth to reſiſt thoſe diſobedient an- 
gels; their fight hath been very ſore, as it was 
likely it ſhould be, when two ſuch foes meet in 
arms : For I left them to themſclves, and thou 
knoweſt they were formed equal in their creation, 


excepting what ſin hath impaired, which as yet 


hath wrought inſenſibly, becauſe I have ſuſpended 
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their condemnation ſor a time; for which reaſon 
they muſt fight forever, and no determination be 
which ſhall overcome ; war hath performed what 
war can do, is wearied out, and hath let looſe the 
reins to raging diſorder, armed with mountains as 
with weapons, which makes ſtrange work in he- 
ven, and might prove of dangerous conſequence. 
As two days therefore are paſt, the third is thine ; 
I have ordained it for thee, and have ſuffered thus 
far, that the glory may be thine of putting an. end' 
to this great war, which none but thyſelf can. 
Into thee I have transferred ſuch immenſe' virtne 
and grace, that in heaven and hell all may know 
thy power to be above compariſon ; and this per- 
verſe commotion thus governed, to make. manifeſt” 
1 that thou art worthielt to be the heir of all things, 
to be king by holy anointment, which is thy de- 
ferved right. Go then, thou moſt powerful, in 


) the might of thy Father! aſcend my chariot, and 
guide thoſe rapid wheels that ſhake the foundation 
of heaven; bring forth all my inſtruments of war, 
my thunder and my bow; gird on my ſword upon 
3 thy puiſſant tbigh; f urſue theſe ſons of Harkneſs, 
and drive them out from heaven into the utter 


- deep; there let them feel the woful effects of re- 
5 belling againſt Gop and his MESSLAH. 

. THE FarEER ſpoke thus to the Son, in whom 
8 all his own image and likeneſs ſhone bodily, and 
1 the HON made anſwer : 15 75 

U On FaTHER! Supreme of all heavenly powers! 


, the firſt, the higheſt, holieſt, and the beſt! Thou 
t always art glorifying thy Sox, and T always, as is 
d mott Juſt, endeavour to glorify thee >» This I ac 
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count my glory, my exaltation, and all my de- 
hght, that thou, well pleaſed in me, declareſt thy 
will to be fulfilled, which to fulfil is all my hap- 
pineſs. I accept of the ſceptre and power which 


thou haſt given, and ſhall gladly reſign, when at 


laſt thou ſhalt be all in all, and I in thee ſhall be 
for ever, and in me all thoſe whom thou loveſt; 


but whom thou hateſt I hate, and as I put thy 


mildneſs on, ſo I can put on thy terrors, being in 
all things thy image: and being armed with thy 
might, ſhall ſoon rid heaven of theſe rebellious 
fpirits, and drive them down to the lower deep, 
prepared for them, to chains of darkneſs, and the 
worm that never dies; who could revolt from 
their juſt obedience to thee, whom to obey is en - 
tire happineſs. Then ſhall I and thy ſaints ſing to 
thee never-ending hallelujahs. 

Tunis ended, he roſe from the right hand of 


. Gop, where he fat; and the third holy morning 


began to ſhine 8 heaven. The chariot of 
God the Fa rRER ruſhed forth with a ſound like a 
whirlwind, flaſhing thick flames, having wheels 
within wheels, which needed not to be drawn, 
having in themſelves the power of motion, but 
yet were led on by four forms like cherubim, each 


of them having four wonderful faces, and all their 


bodies and their wings were ſet with eyes like 


ftars; the wheels had eyes of BerrLi, and fires 


went up and down between: Over their heads 


there was a chryſtal firmament, where, upon a 


throne made of ſapphire, inlaid with pure amber, 
and adorned with a great variety of colours, the 
Mess ian aſcended, compleatly armed in heavens 
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ly armour of radiant Ux IM, being all of divine 
workmanſhip; at his ſide was hung his bow and 
quiver, ſtored with three-bolted thunder; and 
round bim rolled fiery ſmoke, kindling. flame, and 
flying ſparks of fire, He came onward,. attended 
with ten thouſand thouſand ſaints, ſhining at great 
diſtance, and twenty thouſand chariots of Gop 
(for I have. heard their number) were ſeen half on 
each hand. He rode upon the wings of cheru- 
bim, upon a throne of ſapphire, that was ſeen far 
and wide: But being firſt ſeen by his own angels, 
they were ſurprized with unexpected joy, when they 
ſaw the great enſign of the Mess1an blaze, born 
up aloft by angels, which is his ſign in heaven; un- 
der whoſe conduct MicHaEL ſoon reduced his 


army, which were ſpread round about on either 
| wing, and made them all one body under him 


their head: Power divine prepared the way be- 
fore him, and the hills that had been torn up by 
the roots, at his command went back to the places 
from whence they had been taken, for they heard 
his voice and obeyed itz. the face of heaven was 
reſtored to what it was before, and the hills and 
valleys ſtrewed again with freſh verdure. 

His miſerable: enemies ſaw all this, but were 
filled with obduracy, and rallied their powers to 
rebellious fight, deſpair puſhing them ſorward, 
thinking that they could not be worſe: Who 
would have thought it poſſible ſuch perverſeneſs 
could dwell in heavenly ſpirits ? But to convince 
the proud; how little figng or wonders avail to. 
move the ſtubborn. heart to repentance, they be- 
came. hardened the more, by that which ought 
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to have ſoftened and reclaimed them; for grieving 
to ſee his glory, they were ſeized with envy at the 
Ggbt, and aſpiring to his height ſtood ready to en- 
gage in battle, truſting either by force or fraud to 


proſper, and to prevail againſt Gop and his Mxs- 


STAH), or elſe at laſt to fall in univerſal ruin: And 
now diſdaining flight or retreat, they drew up to 


final battle, when the MEssIAR addreſſed his ar- 


my to this purpoſe. | 

STAND ſtill in bright array, ye ſaints [ ond here 
Aand; ye armed angels ! Deſiſt this day from bat- 
tle! You have been faithful, and fought without 
fear in the righteous cauſe ef Gos, and are ac- 
cepted by him, as ye have received great power, 
fo have ye acted invincibly: But the punithment 
of this rebellious crew belongs to other hands, ſor 
vengeance is Gop's, or thoſe only whom he ap- 


points. Number nor multitude is not ordained to 


do this day's work: Stand only ſtill, and behold 
the wrath of Gop, poured by me on theſe impi- 
ous rebels ; for it is me they have deſpiſed,” me 
whom they cnvied, not you: All their rage is a- 


gainſt me; becauſe the FaTHER, to whom in 


heaven appertains the ſupreme kingdom, power, 
and glory, hath honoured me: Therefore he hath 
aſſigned to me to give them their doom; that they 
may have their deſire, to try with me which proves 
the ſtrongeſt in battle, they all united, or I alone 
againſt them, fince- they boaſt of their een. a- 
tone. - 

Txvs ſpoke: the $0x of Gov, and changed 
his countenance! into fiereeneſs, too terrible to be 
beheld, and full of wrath ruſhed upon his ene- 
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-nries. At once the four cherubim ſpread out their 
wings, and were full of eyes, which touching one 
another made a dreadful ſhadow, and the wheels of 
his fierce chariot rolled, as with the ſound of ma- 
ny waters, or the marching of a numerous army: 
He drove directly onward upon his rebellious 
foes; the firm heaven ſhook throughout under his 
burning wheels, all except the throne of Gop : 
He ſoon arrived among them, holding in his right- 
hand ten thouſand thunder-belts, whieh he ſent 
before bim, and fixed in their ſouls plagues and 
torments: They being quite diſmayed, loſt all 
power of reſiſtance, and all courage, and dropped 
their uſeleſs weapons: He rode over ſhields and 
helmets,” with the heads that wore them, of migh- 
ty powers and ſeraphim now lying proſtrate; who 
withed the mountains might be thrown upon them 
again, to ſhelter them ſrom his rage. On the o- 
ther fide his arrows did not fall leſs tempeſtuous 
from the four ſeraphim, who had each four faces, 
ick ſet with eyes, and from the living wheels, 
which alſo were full of eyes; one ſpirit ruled in 
them all, and every eye blazed lightning, and 
ſhot forth ſuch baleful fire among the accurſed 
ſpirits, as withered all their ſtrength, and leſt 
them ſpiritleſs, afflicted, fallen, and draineg, them 
of all their uſual vigour. Vet did not the Sod of 
Gop put forth half his-ſtrength; but checked his. 
thunder in the midſt of its fight z for he did not 
deſign to deſtroy them, but only to drive them out 
of heaven: Thoſe who were overthrown he raiſed: 
ap, and like a herd of goats or timorovs ſheep 
that are flocked together, drove them + thunder» 
H. 6. 
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ſtruck before him to the bounds of heaven, which 
opening wide rolled inward, and diſcovered a. great 
gap into the deep. That monſtraus fight ſtruck 
them with horror; but far worſe deſtruction ur- 
ged them behind, ſo that they threw themſelves 
heallong down from the borders of heaven, and 
eternal wrath burnt after them to the bottomleſs 
pit. Hell heard the abominable noiſe, and faw 
heaven falling in ruin, and being affrighted would 
have fled, but fate had bound her too ſaſt, and 
caſt her dark foundations too deep. They were 
nine days in their fall, and the confounded and 
roaring CHAOS was filled with tenfold confuſion 
as they fell, until hell at laſt yawning received 
them all, and cloſed upon them; a fit habitation 


for them, ſull of unquenchable fire, the dwelling» 


place of pain and miſery. Heaven being freed of 
the burden rejoiced, and ſoon ſhut up the breach, 
returning whence it had rolled. 

THE MEsszan having alone obtained the vie- 
tory, turned his triumphant. chariot from the ex- 
pulſion of his enemies; all his ſaints advanced to 


meet him with great rejoicing, who had ſtood a- 


ſtoniſhed ro behold his mighty deeds, and as they 
went ſhaded with branches of palm, each bright 
order ſang ſongs of triumph to the victorious 
KinG, the Son, Hein, and Lox p, and all do- 


minion was given to him, who was worthieſt to 


reign. He rode triumpbant through the middle 
of heaven, into the courts and temple of his migh- 
ty FaTHER, who fits exalted on the higheſt throne, 
and who received him into glory, where he now 


dwells at the cight-hand of Gop. 
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Tus, Aba, meaſuring as well as I could 


things in hearen by thoſe on earth, I have, at thy 


requeſt, revealed to thee, what otherwife perhaps 
might have been hid from the race of Max; the 
rebellion and the war which fell out in heaven a- 
mong the angelica! powers, and the deep fall of 
thoſe. too high aſpicing ſpitits, who rebelled with. 
SaTAN : He who now envies thy happineſs, 
and who is now centriving how he may ſeduce 
thee alſo from thy obedience, that thou mayeſt 


partake with him his eternal puniſhment: This. 


would give infinite fatisfaftion to this deſtroyer, 
if thou alſo waſt to rebel againſt the Mos 
H1GHn, and ſo ſhare with him in his puniſhment;. 
warn EvEx, wbo is the weaker veſſel, to be aware 
of his temptations ; and Jet the puniſhment that 
has been inflited on the fallen angels keep thee 


from tranſgreſſing. : 


THE END OF THE SIXTH BOOK. . 
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PARADISE LOST. 


BOOK SEVENTH: 
Tus ARGUMENT. 


Adam begs of Raphael to let him know how and 
-+, wherefore the world was made : bau Cad, after 
the expeiling of Satan and his angelt out. of bea- 
uen, declared his pleaſure, to create another 
world, and other creatures to. dwell therein. 
God ſends his Son with glory and attendance of 
angels to perform the work of creation in ſix 
days : the angels celebrate with hymns the per- 

. formance thereof, and his re- aſcenſion to heaven. 


S DOD eee eee 
c H A P. J. 


Raphael inferms Adam how and :uhy the world was 


juſt created. 


THOU 10! ly Spirit! by ſome called UR &- 
: NIA, deſcend from heaven; following 
whoſe divine voice, I ioar above the feigned nights 
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of PEGasvs-*, above the top of OLYMeus. I 
call upon the eſſence, and not the name; for thou 
art not one of the nine muſes, nor doſt thou dwell 


on OLYMPUS, but born in heaven; before either 


the hills appeared or fountains flowed, thou didſt 
converſe with Eternal Wiſdom thy ſiſter, and with 
her didſt rejoice in the preſence of the almighty 
FaTHER, who was pleaſed with thy celeſtial ſong. 
Led up by thee, I bave preſumed to viſit the hea- 
ven of heavens, though but. an earthly creature, 
and breathing celeſtial air, tempered by thee to 
my nature : do thou guide me down with like ſafe- 
ty, and return me to my native element, leſt ! 
fall, (as once BELLEROPHON did) diſmounted 
on the ALEIAN field, there to wander forſaken : 
half yet remains unſung; but now I may fing 
more fafely ſtanding upon the earth, and not being 
carried away beyond this world; and though with 
mortal voice, yet unchanged; though fallen upon 
evil days and among evil tongues, in darkneſs, 
and encompaſſed round with dangers and ſolitude, 
yet am I not alone, while thou viſiteſt my ſlum- 
bers nightly, or at earlicſt break of day. Do thou, 
great Spirit, ſtill direct and govern my thoughts 
and words, and though but a few, find for me a 
fit audience. But drive far off the revellers of 
Bacchus, the race of that wild rout, that tore 
OrPHEVSs to pieces, in wood where they, and 
rocks had ears, and were charmed, till the ſavage: 


* Pegaſus ; the winged horſe of the poets. becauſe it is faid, he. 
opened the fountain Hyppocrene, i. e. the fountain of the horſe, 
by a kick of his heels, and flew up to heaven This was a well of 
Bactia, near-Helicen, dedicated to 4 rollo un] the muſes, 
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clamour drowned both harp and voice; nor could 


his harmony defend him: ſo fail not him who 


now implores thee, for thou art heavenly, and his 
feigned muſe only an empty dream. Teach me to 


relate what followed, when RATHAEL, the affa- 


ble archangel, had forewarned Aba to beware 
of apoſtacy, or falling away from Gop into fin, 


by a ſad example of what had befallen in heaven 


to thoſe apoſtate angels, leſt the like ſhould befal 
in PARADISE to him; if he tranſgrefled and ſlight - 
ed that only command, which was ſo eafily obey- 
ed; being only charged not to touch the forbidden 
tree, but to pleaſe-his appetite with all variety of 
* choiceſt fruits throughout the garden. 
Apa and Eve heard the ſtory of RAPHAELT 
with great attention, and were filled with the highs 


eſt admiration, to hear of things ſo high and ſo 
ſtrange, things that had never entered into their 


thought or imagination, that there ſhould be up- 
roars in heaven, and war ſo near Gop's peaceful 
ſeat; but the evil being, ſoon driven back, fell 
upon thoſe from whom it ſprung, it being impoſ- 


ſible for it to mix with bleſſedneſs: fo that A DAM. 


ſoon recalled the doubts that roſe in his heart, and 
was led on, though without fin, with a deſire to 
know things that nearer might concern him, how 
this world, heaven, and the viſible earth firſt be- 
gan, when and of what it was created, and for 
what caufe ; what was done within or without E- 
DEN, before his memory, concerning which he 
proceeded to enquire of his heavenly viſiter: 
Drvixe interpreter]: thou halt revealed to us 
great things, and full of wonder, far differing. 
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from. this world, by favour ſent down from hea- 
ven, to forewarn us in time of what, if it had 
been unknown, might have proved our ruin; it 
being what human knowledge could not reach ; 
for which we owe immortal thanks to Gop, and 
receive his admoniſhing, with a ſolemn purpoſe 
to obſerve his ſovereign will, for which end it is 
that we are. But ſince thou haſt condeſcended 
gently to impart to us the knowledge of things a» 
bove earthly thoughts, which yet were ſuch things 
as Gop thought fit we ſhould. know, vouchſafe 
now to deſcend lower, and relate to us how this 
heaven, which we bebold ſo bigh diſtant, firſt be- 
gan, adorned with innumerable moving fires and 
the ambient air floating between thoſe bodies, 
yielding to them or filling up all ſpace, and em- 
bracing the florid earth round: what cauſe moved 
the CREATOR, | who exiſted in his holy reſt. 
through all eternity, to begin ſo late to create the 
world, and yet once begun, to finiſh it ſo ſoon ; 
diſcover this to us, if it is not forbidden thee, 
which we enquire after, not out of curioſity to pry 
into the ſecrets of his eternal power, but that the 
more we know, the more we may magnify his e- 
ternal power; and as the fun yet wants a conſider- 
able time of his ſetting, though he be declining, - 
and could he hear thy powerful voice, he would 
ſtand ftill to hear thee. tell of his creation, and 
the birth of nature, riſing from darkneſs and con- 
fuſion; or ſhould the moon and ſtars tiſe upon 
thy diſcourſe, night will bring Glence, and we can 
gladly keep waking all night till thy ſtory be fi- 
niſhed, and diſmiſs thee before the morning- 
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RArRHAEIL replied, this requeſt of thine I'am 
allowed to impart to thee cautiouſly ; though what 
word, 'or tongues of ſeraph is capable of ſpeaking, 


or what heart of man of comprehending the works 


of the ALMIGHTY ? Yet what thou canſt attain 
to, and which may beſt -ſerve to enable thee to 
glorify thy Max ER, and make thee happier, ſhall 
not be with-held from thy hearing: ſuch com- 


miſſion J have received from above, to anſwer all 


thy deſires of knowledge, that are within bounds ; 
beyond thoſe forbear to aſky nor to hope that thy 
inventions or conjectures will diſcover things 
which are not revealed, and which Gop, who a- 
lone knoweth all things, bath hid, ſo that they 


ſhould not be communicated either in eatth or 


heaven; there is enough beſides to ſearch after 
and to learn: But knowledge is like food, and 
needs as much prudence to govern the appetite, 
to know in what meaſure the mind can well con- 
tain and digeſt, which intemperately taken ſur - 
feits the mind, and wiſdom turns to folly. 
OssERVE then, that after LucirER (call him 
by that name, for he was once brighter amidſt the 
hoſt of angels, than that bright ſtar is among the 
ſtars) fell from heaven with his flaming legions 
through the deep, into the place prepared for him, 


and the great MEssiAH returned victorious with 
his ſaints, the omnipotent and eternal Farmer 


beheld their multitude from his throne, and thus 
N to his SoN: 

Ou envious foe hath failed of his Suryole;! 
who- thought all rebellious like himſelf, by whoſe 
aid he truſted to have diſpoſſeſſed us, and ta have 
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ſeized this inacceſhble high ſtrength, the ſeat of 
Supreme Deity, and drew many into fraud, Who 
have now no more place in heaven; yet I ſee the 
far greater part have kept their ſtations, and heaven 
yet retains a ſufficient number to poſſeſs her-realms, 
and frequent this high temple with due ſervices 
and ſolemn rites 3 but left his heart ſhould exult 
for the mifchief he hath already done in diſpeo- 
pling heaven, (which he vainly imagined a da- 
mage done to me) I can repair that, and in a mo- 
ment will create another world, and out of one 
Man an innumerable race of Mx, to dwell there 
and not here; till at length raiſed by degrees of 
merit, they open to themſelves the way up hither, 
tried under long obedience ; and earth be changed 
to heaven, and heaven to earth, becoming one 
kingdom in joy and union without end. In the 
mean time, ye powers of heaven! poſſeſs the 
whole, and thou, my Word, and my begotten 
Sox! I will perform this by thee: do thou ſpeak, 
and let it be done. I fend along with thee my 
overſhadowing ſpirit and my power; ride forth, 
and bid the deep within its appointed bounds be 
heaven and earth: the deep be boundleſs, | becauſe 
I myſelf fill infinity, nor is the ſpace empty any 
where; and though I cannot be circumſcribed, 
yet I can retire, for my goodneſs is free to act, or 
not, as I think proper; F am not compelled by 
neceſſity or chance, for what I will that ſhalt 
ſtand. 

Tar ALMIGHTY thus ſpoke, and what he faid, 
bis Word, the: filial Godhead inſtantly performed. 
The actions of Gop are immediate, ſwifter thaw 
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time or motion, but cannot be imparted to man- 
kind, without the elegant motion of ſpeech. 
When the alinighty will was known by ſuch a de- 


claration, there was great triumph and rejoicing in 


beaven: they ſung glory to the MosT Hicn! 
good-will towards MEN! and peace in their dwell- 
ings ! glory to him, whoſe juſt avenging wrath 
had driven out the wicked from before his ſight, 
and from the habitations of the juſt: glory be to 
him and praiſe! whoſe wiſdom had ordained to 


ereate good out of evil; inſtead of malignant ſpi- 
rits, to bring a better race into their room, and 
thence diffuſe his rh ons to . ages and 


— 


b, ei de-. . 
CH AP. u. 


The Meal is fent to perform the werk * creation ; 


which the angels celebrate : be re-aſcends to hea · 
ven. 5 


OW the Sox of Gon appeared on his great 
expedition, having almighty power, and 
being crowned with divine majeſty, wiſdom, infi- 
nite love, and all his FaratR ſhone in him: a- 
bout his chariot there thronged innumerable che- 
rubim and ſeraphim, potentates, and thrones, and 


virtues ; winged ſpirits, and chariots from the ar- 


mory of God, where thouſands ſtand lodged be · 
tween two brazen mountains, heavenly equipage, 
always ready harneſſed, prepared for this ſolemn 


SW 
— 


day, and now came forth attendant upon their 
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LokD. of: their own accord, for his ſpirit lived , 
within them; heaven opened her everlaſting gates 
wide, moving upon golden hinges, to let forth the 
King of glory, in his powerful word and ſpirit co- 
ming to create new worlds. They ſtood upon the 
ground of heaven, and viewed from the ſhoretae vat 
and immeaſureable abyſs, which was as outragious as 
a ſea turned up from the bottom by furious winds z 
railing up the ſurging waves like mountains, 
which would ſeem wildly to aſſault the height of 
heaven, and mix the centre with the pole. 

Taz Worp,, by whom all things were made, 
commanded and faid : Be ſilent, ye troubled waves, 
and thou great deep be at peace! be no longer at 
ſtrife, —— Thus ſaying, he ſtaid not, but lifted up 
upon the wings of cherubim in the glory of his 
FATHER, rode far into CHAOS, and the unmade 
world; for the CHAos obeyed his voice. All his 
train followed him in bright proceſſion, to behold 
the creation and the wonders of his power. Then 
ſtaid he the motion of his chariot-wheels, and 
took the golden compaſſes into his hand, which 
are prepared in the everlaſting ſtores of God, to 
circumſeribe this univerſe, and all things that are 
created. One foot of the compaſſes he fixed in 
the centie, and turned the other round in the vaſt 
obſcure profoundity, and ſaid, O world! let this 
be thy juſt circumference, and thus far let ſe 
bounds be extended. 

Ikus Gop created the heaven and the war: 
and the firſt matter was without form and void, and 


darkneſs covered the deep; but the ſpirit of Goo 
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moved upon the waters, and infuſed vital want 


and virtue through all the fluid parts, but purged. 


downward all the black, cold, and droſs dregs, that 
were enemies to life; then laid the foundation of 
all things, and gathered together like things to 
like, fo that the elements were ſeparated in their 


ſeveral places, and earth hung ſelf-balanced upon 


her own centre. 


Gop ſaid, Let ts be light! "ry heavenly 


light, the firſt of things, pure quinteſſence, ſprung 
from the deep, and began to paſs from her native 
eaſt, through the gloomy air, and being incloſed 
in a bright cloud, dwelt a while in a cloudy ta- 
bernacle (for as yet the ſun was not.) Gop ſaw 
that the light was good, and by the hemiſphere 
divided the light from the darkneſs; and Gop 
called the light day, and the darkneſs he called 
night, and the evening and the morning were the 
firſt day: nor did it paſs uncelebrated or unſung 
by the angels, when they beheld ſhining light firſt 
exhaling from darkneſs, in the day that heaven 
and earth were made: They filled the univerſe 


with ſhouts of joy, and played upon their golden 


harps, praiſing Go and his works with bymns ; ; 
they ſung his praiſe both when the firſt ny 
and the firſt morning were. 


Ap Gop ſaid, Let there be a firmament in 
the midſt of the waters, and let it divide the water 


from the waters. And Gop made the firmament 


of expanded air, liquid, pure, tranſparent and ele- 


mental, diffuſed and extended to the uttermoſt 


parts of this new creation; with a firm and ſure 


partition, dividing the waters underneath from 


thoſe above: for he built the world like the earth 
floating in a calm, wide, pure-ſky, far removed 


from the maſs of the mixed elements; leſt fierce * 


extremes being too near, might damage the whole 
frame; and he named the firmament heaven, to 
which the angels ſhouted in full choirs : So the 
evening and the morning were the ſecond day. 
TRE earth, was now formed, but involved as 
yet in the great maſs of water, and not yet tho- 
roughly prepared, did not appear: The main o- 
cean flowed all over the earth, not without virtue, 
but ſoftening all her globe with warm prolifick hu- 
mour, fermented the earth, now full of kindly 
moiſture, to conceive; when Gop ſaid, Let the 
waters be gathered together, and to one place, and 
let the dry land appear! Immediately the great 
mountains appeared, riſing up above the water, 
and liſted their tops into the clouds; as high as 
the hills roſe, ſo low ſunk down a hollow bottom, 
broad and deep, a proper receptacle for the wa- 
ters; thither they flowed ſwiftly, part riſing in a 
chryſtal wall or direct ridge for haſte; ſuch flight the 


great command had impreſſed on the floods: Aas 


armies at the ſound- of the trumpet make up to 
their ſtandard, ſo the waters, wave after wave, 
where-ever they found way; if ſteep, they flowed 
with rapid torrent; if through plains, ebbing ſoft- 
ly; nor could rock or hill withſtand them; but 
they, either under ground, or in wide circuit 
winding or wandering, at laſt arrive at the place 
deſigned for them, and wore deep channels upon 
the waſhy and ſlimy ooze; which was very eaſy 


for them to do, before Gop had bid the ground 
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be dry; (except within thoſe banks where the ri- 
vers now continually flow.) And Gop called the 
dry land earth, and the gathering together of the 
waters called he ſeas; and Gop faw. that it wag 
good. And Goyp ſaid, Let the earth bring forth 
the verdant graſs, and the herb yielding feed, and 
the fruit-tree yielding fruir after her kind, whoſe 
_ feed is in herſelf upon the earth !——He had 
fcarcely ſpoke, when the earth (which until then 
was bare, barren, unſightly, unadorned, and 
without beauty) brought forth the tender grafs, 
whoſe verdure covered her all over with a pleaſant ' 
green; then all forts of herbs ſmelling ſweet, and 
opening with flowers of various colours, ſuddenly 
appeared: And before theſe were well blown, 
forth flouriſhed the thick cluſtering vine; forth 
crept humble ſhrubs; laſtly aroſe the ſtately trees, 
and all kinds of fmelling gourds, reeds, buſhes, 
and ſpread their branches hung with plenty of 
fruit, or gave forth their beautiful buds and bloſ- 
foms : 'The hills were covered with high woods, 
and the valleys with green turf, and each fountain 
and river-fide with borders of flowers; that now 
the earth ſeemed like heaven, a ſeat where Gods 
might live, or love to wander in with delight, and 
repoſe in ſuch ſacred ſhades : Though Gop had 
not yet cauſed it to rain upon the earth, and Man 
was not as yet to till it, but there went up a miſt 
from the earth, and watered all the ground and 
each plant of the field : which Gop made before it 
was in the earth, and every herb before it grew 
upon the green ſtem ; and Gop ſaw that it was 
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good: So the evening and the morning made the 
 _ third day. 


Aci the ALMIGHTY ſpoke, and ſaid, Let 
there be lights high in the firmament of heaven, 
to divide the day from the night; and let them be 
for ſigns, for ſeaſons, and for days, and for re- 
yolving years; and let them be for lights, as [ 
ordain their office in the firmament, to give light 
upon the earth; and it was fo. And Gor made 
two great lights; the greater to rule over the day, 


and the leſſer to rule the night, and each to rule 


alternately. Gop ſurveying his great work, he 
ſaw that it was good; for of the celeſtial bodies 
he firſt made the ſun (a very great globe) which 
though of ethereal matter was without any light : 
'Then made the moon, another great globe, and 
ſtars of every degree of magnitude, with which he 
ſowed the firmament, thick as ſeeds are ſown in 
the field. He took the greater part of light, tranſ- 
planting it from the cloud, in which at its firſt 
creation it was placed, and removed it into the 
ſun's orb,. being made porous to receive and take 
it in, and yet firm ſo as to retain its gathered 
beams, it being now the great repoſitory of light: 
Hither the ſtars repairing, as to a fountain, draw 
additional light, and from hence the morning-ſtar 
gilds her horn; and though they appear ſmall, be- 
ing ſo far remote from human ſight, they increaſe 
their own peculiar light, either by tincture or re- 


flection. The glorious lamp was firſt ſeen in the 


eaſt, ruling the day, and inveſted all the horizon 
round with bright rays, chearfully ſeeming to run 
his courſe through the high courts of heaven, the 
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morning · ſtar and other conſtellations moving with 
him, ſhedding ſweet influence. The moon was 
fet oppoſite in the levelled weſt, leſs bright than 
the ſun, as his mitror, with full face borrowing 
her light from him; for the needed no other light; 
and ſtill keeps that diſtance till night; then the 


| ines in the caſt in her turn, revolving on hea- 


ven's great axle, and holds her reign, dividing it 
with thouſands of lefler lights, a thouſand thouſand 
ſtars, that then appeared ſhining in the hemiſphere, ' 
then firſt adorned with theſe bright luminaries, 
that ſet and roſe : And the evening and the morn- 
ing were the fourth day. 

Arp Gor ſaid, Let the waters bring forth a- 
bundantly the moving creatures that have life; rep- 
tiles with ſpawn abundant, and Jet the fowl fly 
above the earth, with wings in the open firma- 
ment! And Gep created great whales, and every 
living creature that moveth, which the waters 
brought forth abundantly after their kind, and e- 
very winged fowl after its kind: And Gop ſaw 
that it was good, and bleſſed them, ſaying, Be 
fruitful, multiply, and fill the ſeas, lakes, and 
running ſtreams ! and let all fprts of fowls of the 
air increaſe alſo. Forthwith. the ſeas, the ſounds 
and every creek and bay ſwarm with innumerable 
ity, and Goals of fiſh, that with their fins and ſhi- 
ning ſcales fwim under the waves in multitudes, 
lunge enough to make banks in the ocean: Part 
ſingle, or with mates, graze upon the ſea- weed, 
their paſture; or ſporting among coral ſnew their 
beautiful ſcales of various colours, mixed with 
£2ics to the ſun; or lying at caſe in their peat! | 
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Hells, receive moift nouriſhment; or under rocks, 
covered with ſhells like armour, watch for their 


food; the dolphins and ſeals play upon the calm 


ſcas, while other large fiſh wallowing unwieldy, 


and prodigious in their motion, live in the tempeſ- 
tuous ocean; there the LeEviaTHAN, largeſt of 
living creatures, ſleeps or ſwims on the ſea, ſtretch- 


ed like a promontory, and ſeems a moving land, 


drawing in and ſpouting out a ſea from his trunk. 


At the ſame time the warm caves, and fens, and 


ſhores hatch their brood as numerous, from all 


* kinds of eggs, that burſting with kindly rupture, 
diſcloſe their callow young; but being ſoon fea» 
thered, and ſoaring the lofty air, they riſe far a- 


bove the giound. There the eagle and the ſtork 
build their neſts, on cliffs and the tops of cedars z 
part looſely flying, and part more wiſe, led on by 
others, and ranged in order, and knowing the ſea- 
ſons, ſer forth in large flocks high over ſeas and 
lands, eating one another in their flight; ſo the 
prudent crane ſteers her annual voyage, whilſt the 
air is fanned with numberleſs wings. The ſmaller 
birds, flying from branch to branch, ſung in the 
woods till evening; nor even then did the ſolemn 
nightingale ceaſe warbling, but all the night tu» 
ned her ſoft ſongs. Others bathed their downy 
breaſts upon pure and clear lakes and rivers : the 


' ſwan with her arched neck mantling proudly be- 


tween her white wings, rows herſelf along in ſtate, 


with oary feet; yet they often quit the water, and 
rifing on ſtiff pinions, take their flight through 


the air. Others walked firm upon the ground, 
uch as the creſted cock, whoſe throat proclaims 
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Wl. the hour of night; and the peacock, whoſe gay 


train adorns him, tinged with all the colours of the 
rainbow, and having his tail filled with glittering 
eyes like ſtars. The waters thus repleniſhed with 
fiſh, and the air with fowl, the evening and the 


morning were the fifth day. 


THe ſixth and laſt day of the creation aroſe 
with evening harps and morning ſong ; when Gop 
faid, Let the earth bring forth the living creature 
after his kind, cattle and creeping things, - and 
beaſts of the earth, each in their kind! the earth 
obeyed, and ſtrait opening her fertile womb, at 
one birth brought forth living creatures without 
number, forms perfectly limbed and full grown; 
out of the ground aroſe wild beaſts, as from a den 
in foreſt, thicket, or brake, where they had been 
uſed to ſhelter ; they roſe in pairs among the trees, 
and the cattle walked in the fields and green meae 
dows : The wild beaſts few in number, and ſoli- 
tary; but the tame cattle ſprung up at once, pa- 


ſturing in flocks and great herds. The graſſy clods 
brought forth, and now the tawny lion appeared 


half through the earth, pawing to get his hinder 
parts free; then ſprings as if broke looſe from 
bonds, and rearing up on his hind legs ſhakes his 
flowing mane : The leopard and the tyger rifing 


like the mole, threw the crumbled earth above 


them in hillocks: The ſwift ſtag bore up his 
branching head from underground, and the behe- 
"moth, or elephant, with difficulty beaved up his 
vaſt bulk from the mold: The flocks roſe bleating, 
and with their fleeces full grown, and compleat in 


all their parts, juſt like plants: Amphibious cre 


tuces, ſuch as the crocodile, and all thoſe of whom 


* 
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it is uncertain, . whether they owe moſt of their 
original to the ſea or land. At once came forth 
inſect and worm, whatever creeps upon the ground; 
ſome of which have wings, and though their parts 
are ſo very ſmall, they are compleatly formed, and 
as exactly put together as thoſe of larger animals, 
decked in their ſummer's pride, being ſpotted with 
gold, purple, and all manner of colours; while 
the worms drew their long dimenfion like a line, 
ſtreaking the ground as they paſt along: Not all 
little or inconſiderable creatures, but ſome of the 
ſerpent kind, of wonderful length and bigneſs, 
that beſides their power to creep and roll along 
the ground, had wings to fly with. Firſt crepe 
the induſtrious and parſimonious emmit, being 
provident for the future, having a large heart in- 
cloſed in a ſmall body: Next appeared the female 
.bee ſwarming, that feeds the drone, her huſband, 
and builds her cells of wax ſtored with honey. 
The reſt are without number, and thou knoweſ 
their nature, for thou gaveſt them names; which 
makes it needleſs to repeat them to thee. . Nor are 
ſerpents, ſome of which are very large, having 
bright ſhining eyes and terrible creſtz, unknown to 
thee; being, notwithſtanding their appearance, 
and that they are the ſubtleſt beaſts of all the field, 
not noxious, but obedient to thy call. 

Now heaven ſhined in full glory, and rolled in 
her motions, as the firſt great Mover's hands had 
directed their courſe. Earth in her rich attire 
was finiſhed, and looked lovely; the air was flown 
by all kinds of fowl; the water ſwimmed by 
all kinds of fiſh; the earth walked by all kinds 
| 2 
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of beaſts; and all was full, excepting what re- 
mained to be created the ſixth day: The maſter- 
piece was yet wanting, the very end for which all 
the reſt were made; a creature who was net to 
look downward to the earth like the other crea- 
tures, but being endued with ſanctity of reaſon, 
might exe his ſtature, and with a ſerene. and up- 
right face govern the reſt, and thence conſcious 
of his own dignity exalt his mind, and bave his 
converſation in heaven; but yet be grateful to ac- 
knowledge from whence his good deſcends, and 
thither, with heart, voice, and eyes, directed in 
dexotion, to adore and worſhip the ſupreme Gop 
of all, who made him the chief of all bis works: 
Therefore the Almighty and eternal FATHER (for 
he was here, as he is every where n thus 
audibly ſpoke to his Sox ; 

Lr us now make Man, in our own image, 
and after our likeneſs; and let him have dominion 
over the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over every beaſt of 
the field, and all the earth, and every creygong 
thing that creeps upon the wh ! 

Tra1s ſaid, he formed thee, ADam, a Man, 
out of the duſt of the ground, and breathed into 
thy noſtrils the breath of life: He created thee in 

his own image, expreſſing it in. thee; and thou 
becameſt a living ſoul : He created thee male, and 
thy conſort Eve female, that from you both might 
proceed the race of Man; then bleſſed you, and 
ſaid, be fruitful and multiply, and repleniſh the 
earth, and ſubdue it; and have dominion over the 
fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of the. air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth, 
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whereſoever created ; for no place is yet diſtin- 
guiſhed by name. From thence, as thou already 
knoweſt, he brought thee into this delicious 
grove, this pleaſant garden, planted with the trees 
of God, delightful both to behold and taſte (for 
bere is a variety without end, all ſorts that the 
earth yields) but of the tree, which being taſted 
gives the knowledge of good and evil, thou mayeſt 
not eat; ſor in the day that thou eateſt, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die; DEATH is the puniſhment decreed: 

Beware! and govern thy appetite well, leſt Six, 
and her ſue attendant DEAT A, be thy portion. 
- Heng Gop finiſhed the creation, and viewed all 
that he had made, and behold ! all was perfectly 
good; and the evening and the morning were the 
fixth day, God, the Creator, deſiſting from his 
work, though not wearied, returned from his high 
abode the heaven of heavens, to behold from thence 
this new-created world, being a new addition to 
his empire, how good and how fair it ſhewed in 
proſpect from his throne, anſwering his perfect 
idea; he rode up, followed with acclamationsg 
the ſymphonious ſounds of ten thouſand harps, 
that tuned angelical harmony: (thou mayeſt re- 
member for thou heardeſt.) The earth and air. 
reſounded, and heaven and all the conſtellations 
echoed to them; the planets as it were ſtood li- 
ſtening, while Gop and the angels aſcended with 
joy and great pomp. They ſung aloud, Open 
ye everlaſting gates! open ye heavens your li- 
* ving doors! let in the great Creator, magni- 
© ficently returned from his work of ix days, and 
= thas work is a world: Open, and heucetorth 
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ec open often! for Gop will deign often to viſit 


«© the dwellings of juſt Mx, and with frequent 


« -intercourſe will ſend thither his angels, upon 
© meſſages of grace.” | 

So ſung the -glotious angels as they aſcended 
with the CREATOR into heaven : The Sox of 


"Q 


Soy led directly the way through heaven to the 


eternal manſion of Gon, that opened with blazing 
Portals. The road was broad, the duſt was gold, 
and the pavement of ſtars. Now the ſeventh e- 
vening aroſe in EDEN, for the ſun was ſet, and 


twilight came on from the eaſt, fore-running night; 


when he arrived at the holy mount of heaven, 


the imperial throne of Gop, which is fixed firm 


for ever and ſure, where he ſat down with his great 
FaTHER : For he alſo went inviſible, though he 
ſtayed, (ſuch privilege hath omnipreſence) for he 


ordained the work, being the author and end of 


all things : and now reſting from his work, he 
bleſſed and hallowed the ſeventh day: But it was 
not kept in ſilence; the harp did not reſt, the ſo- 
lemn pipe and dulcimer, all forts of organs, and 
ſtringed inſtruments played ſoft tunes, intermixed 
with joyful chorus, or voice of ſingle ſong : clouds 
of incenſe, fuming from golden altars, hid the 
mountain; and the ſong which they ſung was of 
the creation, the work of ſix days. | 
GREAT are thy works! they cried, O infinite 
JzsHovan! and very, great thy power! what 
thought can comprehend thee, or what tongue 
ſpeak thy praiſe ! greater now in thy return, than 
when thou returned from the expulſion of the re- 
belling angels : That day thy thunders made thee 
great; but to create is greater than to deſtroy that 
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which is already created. Who can impair thee, 
thou mighty king ! or ſet limits to thy power ? 
Thou haſt eaſily repelled the proud attempt of the 
apoſtate ſpirits ; while they impiouſly thought to 
diminiſh thy glory, and draw from thee the num- 
ber of thy worſhippers! Who endeavours to wea- 
ken thee, only manifeſts his own folly, the more 
to manifeſt thy might : Thou makeſt uſe of his 
evil, from whence to create mere good, of which 
this new world, which is like another heaven, is 
proof; not far from the gates of heaven, founded 
in the great ſpace, with numerous ſtars, and eve- 
ry ſtar perhaps deſtined to be a habitable world; 
but thou knoweſt their ſeaſons: Among theſe 
earth circumfuſed with the ocean, the ſeat of Men, 
and their pleaſant dwelling-place. Thrice happy 
Men, and happy the ſons of Men, whom Gop- 
hath advanced thus! created in his image to dwell-. 
there, and worſhip him, and given him as a re-- 
ward to rule over his works en earth, in fea, or 
the air, and to multiply a race of worſhippers, that 
may be holy and juſt : Thrice happy they, if they 
know their own happineſs, and perſevere upright ! 
So ſung they, and all heaven was filled with 
HALLRLVUIAHS : Thus was that great ſabbath 
kept. And now I have fulfilled thy requeſt, that 
aſked to know how this world and the appearance 
of things began, and what was done from the 
beginning before thy remembrance; that poſterity 
being informed by thee might alſo know. If thou 
| defireſt to know any thing further, not ſurpaſſing 
human knowledge, ſpeak, and I will inſtruct thee. 
THE END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK. 
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Adam inquires concern ing celeſtial motions . is 

> _ deubtfully anſwered, and exhorted to fearch ra- 

tber after things more worthy of knowledge. 

* Adam aſſents to the advice ef Raphael, and be- 

ing flill defirous to detain him, relates to him 

_ what he remembered ſince his own creation ; his. 

2 placed in Paradiſe, and talking. with Cod 

_ Concerning ſolitude and fit ſociety. Adam re- 

late his firft meeting and nuptials with Eve ; 

' his diſcourſe with the angel thereupon, who fr | 
ee admonitions * : 
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F 
C HAP. I. 


Adam inguires concerning heavenly motions ; is 
doubtfully anſwered, and exhorted ta ſearch after 
things more worthy of knowledge. 


HOUGH the angel ended his diſcourſe, yet 
the ſound of his voice remained ftill fo 
charming in the ear of ADAM, that he for a while 
thought him ſtill ſpeaking, and continued atten- 
tive to hear; then like one newly awaked from 
flezp, made this grateful anſwer : 
War thanks or recompence ſufficient, or e- 
qual to thy goodneſs, have I to render thee, thow 
divine hiſtorian ! who thus largely hath allayed the 
thidſt I had of knowledge, and vouchſafed in ſuch 
friendly condeſcenſion to relate things, by me elſe 
unſearchable, which I have heard with great won- 
der and delight ; and with glory attributed to the 
high CkzaTOR, as is due, Yet I haveſome doubts 
remaining, which thy ſolution only can reſolve. 
Warn I behold this goodly frame the world, 
confiſting of heaven and earth, and compute their 
magnitude; this earth being but a ſpot, a grain of 
ſand, an atom, compared with the firmament, 
and the prodigious number of ſtars that are therein, 
that ſeem to roll incomprekenſible ſpaces, (as their 
diſtance argues, and their daily and ſwift return 
witneſſes) merely to bring light round this dark 
earth, this little ſpot, only to bring one day and 
e 
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one night in all their vaſt ſurvey, and be uſeleſs 


beſides : when I reaſon; I often admire how 


wiſe and frugal Nature could act in ſuch diſ- 


proportion as to create ſuperfiuouſly ſo many no- 
bler and much greater bodies, for this one uſe, 
(for any thing which appears to the contrary) and 
' impoſe upon their orbs ſuch reſtleſs revolutions, 


repeated every day; while the earth remaining 


without motion, (that might move better, and in 


far leſs compaſs) being attended by bodies more 
noble than herſelf, attains her end, and does not 
move at all, and receives as tribute her warmth 


and light, brought to her from ſuch great diſtance 
and with ſuch incredible ſwiſtneſs, as is not to 
be deſcribed. 7; 36 0. 
Ov x firſt father ſpoke thus, and. ſcemed by his 

— countenance entering into abſtruſe and ſtudious 
thoughts; which when Eve perceived, ſhe roſe 
from her ſeat, where ſhe ſat at ſome diſtance, 
though in ſight, and (with lowlineſs, yet with 
ſuch dignity and grace, as whoever ſaw could not 
but wiſh ſhe would ſtay) went forth among her 
fruits and flowers to fee how they throve ; for they 
were her nurſery, budding, and blooming under 
her, tendance and care. Yet ſhe did not go, as 
not being delighted with ſuch diſcourſe, or that 
her ear was not capable of hearing arguments up- 
on the higheſt ſubjects, but ſhe reſerved ſuch 
pleaſure when Apau ſhould relate it to her, 
when they ſhould be by themſelves ; ſhe preferred 
her huſband to be the relater before the angel, 
and choſe rather to aſk of him; ſhe knew he would 
mix' his diſcourſe with agreeable digreſhons, and 
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ſolve high diſputes with conjugal careſſes; for it 
was not words alone from his lips that pleaſed her. 
(When meet now pairs ſo joined in love and mu- 
tual honour ?) She went forth with a demgnour * 
like a goddeſs, and not unattended, for a pomp 
of winning graces waited on her as a queen, aud 
created\defire in all eyes, to wiſh to have her ſtill 
in ſight. And RAPRAEL made this benevolent 
reply to the doubt propoſed by ADp Au: | 
I po not blame thee for enquiring or ſearching, 
yes heaven is as the book of Gop ſet before thee, 
- wherein thou mayeſt read his wondrous works, and 
learn his ſeaſons, hours, days, months, or years. 
To attain this, if you judge aright, it ſignifies 
nothing to know whether heaven moves, or the 
earth; the reſt the great Architect did wiſely to 
conceal from Man or angel; and not divulge his 
ſecrets to be canvaſſed by them, who ought only to 
admire : or if they have a mind to conjecture, he 
bath left his fabrick of the heavens to their dif- 
putes, perhaps to ſee the weakneſs of their ſtrange 
opinions hereafter ; when they come to model 
heaven, and to compute the motions, diſtance, 
and ſituation of the ſtars, how they will govern 
the mighty frame; how build, unbuild, and con- 
trive to ſave appearances ; how incumber the 
ſphere with centric and eccentric, with cycle and 
epicycle, orb within orb : Thus I gueſs already by 
thy reaſoning, who art to lead thy offspring, and 
ſuppoſeſt, that bright and great bodies ſhould not 
ſerve the leſſer that are not bright, nor run ſuch 
journeys through heaven, the earth all the while 
Gttiug {till, and alone receiving the benefit. Fiiſt 
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conſider, that greatneſs or brightneſs. does not im- 


ply excellence: the earth, though not gliſtering 


and being ſo ſmall in compariſon of heaven, may 
contain more plenty of ſolid good than the ſun, 
that though it ſhines is barren, whoſe virtue works 


no effect upon itſelf, but in the fruitful earth; 


there his beams, (which would be otherwiſe unac- 
tive when they are received, firſt find their vi- 
gour. Yet it is not to the earth that thoſe: bright 
luminaries do their office, hut to thee, the earth's 
inhabitant: And for the wide circuit of heaven, 
let it ſpeak the high magnificence of the Maker, 
who built ſo ſpaciouſly, and ſtretehed out his line 
ſo far, that Man. may know he dwells in an e- 


diſice too large for him to fill; that he is lodged 
n a ſmall partition: and that the reſt is ordained 


to uſes beſt known to his Lok D. Attribute the 


 ſwiſtneſs of thoſe numberleſs circles to his omni- 


potence, that could add to material ſubſtances 
ſpeed almoſt ſpiritual. Me thou wilt not think 
flow, who ſince the morning ſet out from heaven, 
where Gop reſides, and before noon arrived in 
EDEN ; a diſtance not to be expreſſed by any 


number; but this J urge, admitting motion in the 
Heavens, to ſhew that invalid which moved thee 
to doubt it; not that I athrm it to be ſo, though 


it ſeems ſo to thee, who has thy. dwelling upon 


earth. Go being minded to remove his ways 
from human ſenſe, placed heaven ſo far from 


earth, that if earthly fight ſhould preſume to pry, 
it might err in things that are too high, and gain 
no advantage. What if the ſun ſhould be the 


enter to the world, and other ſtars, incited by 


— 


Fg 
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their own and his attractive virtue, move about 
bim in various circles? In ſix of them thou ſeeſt 
their wandering courſe, ſometimes high, ſome - 
times low; then hid, then progreſſive ; then going 
backwards, or ſtanding ſtill; that is, in appear- 
ance, and what if the ſeventh to theſe, this planet 
the earth (ſeeming ſo ſtedfaſt) hath three different 
motions inſenſibly? Which elſe thou muſt aſcribe 
to ſeveral ſpheres; "moved contrary ways and with 
indirect motions; or fave the ſun his labour, that 
ſwift daily and nightly revolution, ſuppoſed invi- 
üble about the ſtars; Which has no need of thy 
belief; if the earth moving towards the eaſt bring 
day, and her other oppoſite part turning from the 
-furi meet night: What if the earth's light, ſent 
from the earth through the wide tranſparent air, 
be as a ſtar to the moon, reciprocally enlightening 
her by day, and her inhabitants (if inhabitants 
there are) as ſhe by night does this earth? Thou 
ſeeſt her ſpots like clouds, and clouds may rain, 
and rain may produce fruits in her ſoftened ſoil, 
| allotted there for ſome to eat; and perhaps thou 
or thy poſterity may diſcover other ſuns commu- 
nicating dazzling lights, each orb perhaps filled 
with-living inhabitants: for it remains very open 
to diſpute, that fuch a vaſt part of the univerfe 
ſhould be uninhabited by living ſouls, and be de - 
ſert and deſolate, and ſerve only to ſhine; yet 
ſcarcely to contribute each orb one glimpſe of 
light, when conveyed down ſo far as this habira- 
ble earth, which again returns light back'to them, 
But whether theſe things are thus, or not; whe- 
ther the ſun, above all, riſes on the earth, or the 
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earth riſes on the ſun; or whether he begin his 
road from the eaſt, or ſhe advance her filent 
courſe from the weſt, do not thou be anxious to 
know things which are hid from thee ; but leave 
them to Gop above, and ſerve and fear him: let 


him diſpoſe. of other creatures where ever he has 
placed them, as pleaſes him beſt z do thou enjoy 
what he hath given to thee, that is this PARADISE, 


and thy beautiful. ſpouſe : heaven is too high for 


thee to know what paſſes there; be humbly wiſe; 
think only of what concerns thee and thy being 
da not dream about other worlds, what creatures 
may live there, or if living there, what may be 
their ſtate, condition, or circumſtances. Be 
thankful to thy CREATOR, who has revealed fo 
much to thee, not only of this earth thou inha- 
biteſt, but alſo of the higheſt — where he 
himſelf dwells. 


CHAP. II. 


Adam agrees to the advice of Raphael, and being 
full defirous of his company, relates what he 
remembered fince his ewn creation. | 


HE friendly converſation of the angel bad 
reſolved. all Apan's doubts and queſtions, 
who thus replied : | 


O Thou pure intelligence of dn how 


fully haſt thou ſatisſied my ſcruples, and taught 


me to live the beſt and eaſie j way! not to later» | 


. 
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rupt the ſweets. of liſe with perplexing thoughts, 
which Gop hath commanded us to avoid, and not 
trouble- ourſelves about futurity: but the ſoul is 
apt to rove ., unchecked, to which there is no 
bounds ;z till adviſed or taught by experience, ſhe 
| learns, that not to know at large of obſcure things, 
and remote from uſe, but to know that which 
lies before us in daily life, is the firſt wiſdom 3 
what is more is but trifling, and renders us leſs ca- 
pable to ſeek in things that moſt concern vs: 
Therefore let us deſcend from theſe high ſubjects 
to thoſe of a lower nature, and ſpeak of things 
which are near to us, and of uſe; whence men- 
tion may perhaps be made of ſomething- which 
may be of much uſe, and ſerviceable to m. 
. I nave heard thee relate what was done before 
my remembrance: now hear me relate my ſtory, 
which perhaps thou haſt never yet heard, and the 
day is not yet ſpent; till then thou ſeeſt how I 
contrive to detain thee, inviting thee to hearken 
while I ſpeak; which I can only excuſe by ſaying, 
that I do it, only hoping to hear thy anſwer. For 
I ſeem in heaven while I fit beſide thee, and thy 
diſcourſe is ſweeter to my ear, than the fruit of - 
the palm-tree (at the hour of ſweet repaſt) is to the 
taſte, though pleaſant both to hunger and thirſt; 
that ſatiates ſoon and fills, but thy words, en- 
dued with divine grace, bring no ſurfeit with the 
ſweetneſs, To whom thus RayHaEL anſwered 
with heavenly condeſcention: : 

FaTHER of MANKIND ! think not that thy 
lips are incapable of ſpeaking things pleaſant to 
hear, or that thy tongue is without eloquence z 
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for Gop hath alſo poured his gift abundantly on 
thee, and made thee both inwardly and outwardly. 
his own fair image: all comelineſs and grace at- 
tend thee, and from each word or motion; nor 
do we in heaven think lefs of thee upon earth, 
than of our own fellow-ſervants, and we gladly 
_ enquire into the ways of Gop with Max; for 
Do we ſee hath honoured thee, and ſet his love 
upon Man equal with his angels: therefore ſpeak 
on, for on the day of Max's creation it happened 
that I was abſent, bound upon an obſcure and un- 
couth voyage, out upon excurſion towards the 
gate of hell, with many legions of angels, (for 
we had fuch a command) to ſee that none iſſued 

forth from thence, either as an enemy or a ſpy, 
while Gop was in his great work: leſt he (in- 
cenſed if ſuch bold eruption had been made) might 
Rave mixed deſtruction with creation: not that 
they durſt attempt ſuch a thing, without his per» 
miſſion ; but be ſends us to execute his high com- 
mans, (as being the ſovereign king to exerciſe 
bis power, and inure us to ready obedience :) we 
found the diſmal gates faſt ſhut, and ſtrongly bar» 
ricadoed; but long before we approached them, 
we heard a noiſe'far different from the voice of 
joy, loud lamentations and furious rage, the effect 
of torment : we returned gladly up to heaven be- 
fore the evening of the Sabbath, for ſo we had in 
 Chargetodo, But now begin thy diſcourſe, for I 
am as much pleaſed with thy ny and dif- 
Courſe as thou canſt be with mine. | 

Apa replied : It is hard for Man to tell how 


human life began; for who knew his own begin- 
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lieg os but defire ſtill to converſe longer with thee; 
_ faſt indiced..me to ſpeak.—I found myſelf lying 
upon the graſs, as if new waked from ſound ſlecp, 
and in a gentle ſweat, which the fun. ſoon dried 
with his beams. Strait I turned my wondering 
eyes towards heaven, and gazed a while at the 
ſpacious ſky ; till raiſed by quick motion, I ſprung 
upward, as naturally defirous, and endeavouring 
to go thither, and. ſtood upright upon my feet: 
round about me I faw hills, dales, woods, and 
running ſtreams, and by theſe, creatures that li- 
ved and moved, and walked or elſe flew ; birds. 
were ſinging on the branches, all things looked 
pleaſant and full of ſweetneſs, and my oon heatt 
overflowed with joy. Then I conkdered myſelf, 
and ſurveyed me, limb by limb; ſometimes 1 
walked, ſometimes, as living vigour prompted 
me, I ran; but I knew not who I was; or where, 
or from what cauſe: I tried to ſpeak, and im- 
ds I ſpoke ; my tongue could readily name 
whatever I ſaw. Thou ſun, faid I, fair light! 
and thou, the enlightened earth ! ſo freſh and 
fine] ye hills, and vallies ! ye plains, woods, and 
rivers! and ye. that live and move, all ye fair 
creatures! tell me (if ye ſaw) how I came here? 
Not of myſelf.——Then by ſome great Ma- 
ker, abundant in goodneſs, and in power: tell 
me, how I may know him, how adore him, from 
whom I have this power of motion and this life, 
and feel that I am happier than I yet, know. 
While I called thus and wandered, I did net 
know whither, from the place where I firſt, drew 
breath, and firſt beheld this happy light, and none 
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returning anſwer, I (at me down (thoughtful on 2 | 
green ſhady bank, covered with flowers; there ä 
gentle ſleep firſt came upon we, and with ſoft op- | 
preſſion - ſeized my drowzy untroubled ſenſes, 
(though I then thought I was paſſing to my former 
Rate, that I was going to become again inſenſible, 
and forthwith be in a-primitive itate) when ſud- | 
denly there appeared to me a dream, which gent- 
ly moved my fancy to believe, that I yet had be- | 
ing, and lived. Methought there came one of 
divine ſhape, and ſaid to me, Apan! thy ha- 
« hitation wants thee; riſe, firſt Man, and or- 
« dained firſt father of innumerable Men!1 
come (called by thee) to be thy guide to thy 
«© prepared feat, which is the garden of PARA 
„% DSB.“ Saying this, he took me by the hand, 
and over fields and waters, in the air, as it were 
wafting me along, without ſtopping, at laſt led 
me up to a woody mountain, upon whoſe high 
top was a plain ; a wide circuit incloſed, planted 
with all manner of goodly trees, having many 
walks and bowers, in compariſon of which what 
1-faw upon earth before ſcarcely feemed pleaſant: 
every tree was loaded with the faireſt fruit, that 
hung tempting to the eye, and moved in me 2 
great deſire to gather of it and eat; whereon I wa- 
ked, and found all real before my eyes, as the 
dream had in a lively manner repreſented to me. 
Here I had begun to wander again, had not he 
who-was my guide up hither appeared from among 6 
the trees; it was Go himſelf. —Rejoicing, but 6 
with great awe and ſubmiſſion, I fell down in ado- * 
ration at his feet: he raiſed me up gently, and a 
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mildly ſaid; © I am he whom thou ſoughteſt, the 
«AUTHOR of all this thou ſeeſt above or beneath, 
&« or round about thee. I give thee this Par a- 
«-D1sE, account it thine, to till and keep it, and 
« eat the fruits of it with chearful heart; eat 
« freely of every tree that grows in the garden; 
« fear no ſcarcity here: but of the tree whoſe o- 
ec neration brings the knowledge of good and evil, 
« which I have ſet as the pledge of thy faith and 
« gbedience in the middle of the garden, and cloſe 
« by the tree of life (remember what I warn thee!) 
© ſhun to taſte, it, and ſhun the bitter conſequence; 
“for know, the day that thou eateſt thereof, tranſ- 
«. preſſing my ſole command, thou ſhalt aſſuredly 
« die: from that day thou ſhalt be ſubject to 
© mortality, loſe this happy ſtate, and be expelled 
“from hence into a world of woe and miſery.” 


Sternly he pronounced this rigid prohibition, - 


which yet reſounds dreadfully in my ear, though 
it be in my own choice not to incur the penalty 
of diſobedience : but ſoon again clearing his aſpect, 
he thus renewed his gracious purpoſe, and faid, 
„Not only this PaRADISsR, but to thee and thy 
“race I give all the earth; poſſeſs it as lords, and 
* alſo all the things that live therein, or in the 
«ſea, or air: in fign of which, behold every bird 
and beaſt after their kinds: I bring them to thee 
with low ſubjection, that they may from thee 
receive their names, and pay thee homage :* 
* thou mayeſt underſtand the ſame of fiſh, that 
* reſide in the waters, and are not brought bi- 
ther, ſeeing they» cannot change their element, 


cc 
40 


41 


nor live in the thin air.“ As he ſpake thus, 
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every bird and beaſt came towards me in pairs z 


the beaſts creeping near the ground and fawning, 


and the birds flying low: I named them as they 


paſſed, and Gop endued my ſudden apprehenſion 


with ſuch knowledge - that I underſtood all their 


natures; but in all theſes, methought, I did not 


find what I wanted; and thus I : to You | 


to the heavenly viſion: 

By what name may I know and adore thee; 
for thou art far above any name that I can give 
thee, GREAT AUTHOR of this univerſe, and all 
this good to Man ? For whoſe well-being fo fully 
and fo liberally thou haſt provided all things. But 


what happineſs is there in ſolitude? Or what en- 
joyment can there be alone? What contentment 
can be found in enjoying all things by myſelf ? 

 Tavs much 1 preiumed-to ſay; the viſion 
with a ſmile made me this reply: What is it thou 
calleſt ſolitude ? Are not the earth and air full of 
various living creatures, and all theſe ready at thy 
command, to come and play before thee ? Doſt 
not thou underſtand their language and their 
ways? For they alſo know, and reaſon in a man- 
ner not to be contemned. Thy dominion is large, 


do thou be contented to govern, and paſs thy 


time away with pleaſure among the creatures. 
Tus ſpake the univerſal Lok p of all, and in 


ſuch manner gave out his order: when J, implo- 


ring leave to ſpeak, and humbly begging that 1 


might not offend, made this reply: 
CELESTIAL power! let not my words offend 


thee, let my Maxx be propitious while I ſpeak 


I fee none who par takes theſe bleſſings with me: 
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Haft 3 not created me here, and made me thy 


ſubſtitute, and ſet theſe inferior creatures far be- 
neath me? What harmony, what ſociety, or true 
delight, can ſubſiſt between unequals? For all 
happineſs muſt be mutual, given and received in 
due proportion; but where there is a diſparity, one 


affectionate and the other indifferent, the ſociety | 


ees not well with either, but ſoon grows tedi- 
ous to both : I ſpeak of feilowſhip fit to partake in 


all rational delights, which is that J ſeek, in which 


brutes cannot be conſorted with Max; they can 
rejoice with each other, the lion with the lioneſs, 
2s being fitted to that end: bur it is not ſo with 
bird and beaſt, nor fiſh and fowl with one another, 
as being of quite different ſpecies; neither can 
the bull ſo well converſe with the ape; much 
worſe then, and leaſt of all, can Man neue 
with beaſt, _ 

To which the AUnchrr, not diſpleaſed with 
my words, anſwered: Abu! I ſee thou propo- 
ſeſt to thyſelf a nice and refined happineſs, in the 
choice of thy aſſociates, and though furrounded 
with pleaſure, wilt taſte no pleaſure, as being with» 
out a companion. What then doſt thou think of 
me, and of this my ſtate ? Do I ſeem to thee 
ſuthciently poſſeſſed of bappineſs or not, who am 
alone from all eternity? For I know none, either 


| ſecond to me or like me; much leſs equal to me. 


How then have I any to hold converſation with, 
except with the creatures which I have made, and 
all thoſe are infinite degrees inferior to me, more 
- what the loweſt of the other creatures are to 
thee 2 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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tina be left off ſpeaking, and I lowly and 


ſubmillively replied: Supreme LorD of all ! hu- 
man thoughts fall ſhort to attain the height and 
depth of thy eternal ways: In thee is found no 


deficiency, for thou in thyſelf art perfect : But 


Man is not ſo, only i in degree; which is the 
cauſe that he deſires by converſation with his like, 


to help his defects, or give comfort. There is no 
need that thou ſhouldſt propagate, who axt altea - 


dy infinite; and though but ONE, art through 


all numbers: But Max is to beget like of his like, 


and multiply his image, which requires collateral 


love, and deareſt amity. Thou, although alone, 


art beſt accompanied by thyſelf in thy own ſecre- 
cy, and doſt not ſeek ſocial communication, yet 


at thy on good pleaſure canit highly dignify thy 
creatures, and raiſe them up to what degree of u- 


nion or communion thou wilt. I by converſing 
with the brutes, cannot elevate their n nor 
find any pleaſure in their ways. 

Tas ALMIGUTY permitted me to talk thus 
freely, and was not diſpleaſed; which from the 
gracious divine voice obtained this anſwer: A- 


paul thus far I was pleaſed to try thee, and find 
thee knowing not only of beaſts, (to which thou 

haſt given right names according to their natures) 
but of thyſelf ; expreſſing well the free ſpirit with- | 


in thee, which is my image, and not imparted to 
the brutes; whoſe fellowſhip therefore being im- 
proper for- thee, there was good reaſon that thou 
ſhouldſt freely diſlike it; keep ſtill in the ſame 
mind: I, before thou ſpakeſt, knew well that it 
was not mect for May to be alone; and no ſuch 
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company as thou then ſawelt, was intended for 
thy converſation, but only brought for trial, to 

ſee how thou couldeſt judge of what was meet and 
fit. But I am fatisficd, that what I bring thee 


next ſhall pleaſe thee, as it is thy likeneſs, bone 


of thy bone, and fleſh of thy fleſh, and thou ſhalt 
be compleatly happy in thy deſires. 


WORSHIP 
"EX 4"; 


Aim att bir nuptialt and firſt mecting with 


Eve; his diſcourſe with the angel. 


ATURE being now tired out, and over- 

powered, I funk down to ſleep, fo that T 
heard him no longer. Though my eyes were 
cloſed, yet my fancy kept waking, by which (be- 
ing abſtracted as in a trance) methought, though I 

was ſleeping where 1 lay, 1 ſtill ſaw the glorious 
ſhape before whom 1 ſtood when awake, who 
ſtooping down, opened my leſt ſide, and took out 
from thence a rib, warm with cordial ſpirits, and 
the life-blood ſtreaming freſh : The wound, though 
it was wide, he ſuddenly filled up with fleſh and 
healed. He formed and faſhioned the rib with 
his hands, and under his forming hands there grew 


a creature like Man, but of different ſex ; ſo love- 


ly fair, that what ſeemed fair in all the world now 
ſeemed mean, or ſummed up and contained in her 
and her looks, which from that time infuſed" 


ſweetneſs into my heart T had never felt before 
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* 


and into all things inſpired the ſpirit of loye and | 


amorous delight. She diſappeared, and left me 1 
. dark 1 waked to. find her, or for ever to deplore 5 
ber loſs,.and abjure all other pleaſures: When out 


— 
* 


: 


of hope to ſee. her more, behold ſhe appeared not 
far off juſt ſuch as I had ſeen her in my dreamz | 


adorned with every thing that heaven or earth 


ſhe came, ted by her beavenly Maxzs, though 


of marriage : Grace was in her- ſteps, beauty like 


could beſtow upon her to make her amiable. On . 


he was not ſeen, and guided by his heavenly voice; | 
not uninformed of. nuptial ſanctity, and the rites 


the ſtars of heaven in her eyes, and in every ge- 


ſture, dignity and love. I, overjoyed, could not 


help crying out aloud ; © Bounteous and good 
Creator Thou haſt, fulfilled thy words ! Thou 
& giver of all. things fair, but -this the faireſt of 


66 thy gifts! nor doſt thou envy the happineſs of 


6 thy creatures: I now ſee myſelf before me, 
« the bone of my bone, and the fleſh of my fleſh : 

Her name is Woman, extracted from Max: 
For this cauſe Man ſhall leave bis father and 


„ mother, and they ſhall be one fleſh, and one 


« heart, and one ſoul. * 
Sus heard me thus; and though led on by 
Sw himſelf, yet. her virtue, innocence, virgin- 


modeſty, and the conſciouſneſs of her « own worth, 


(that would be wooed, and not be won unſought; 


nor forward, but retiring back the more deſirable) 


"or, to ſay all, nature herſelf (though ſhe was 


quite free from thought of ſin) wrought in her ſo, 
that ſeeing me ſhe turned away: I followed her; 
the knew what was honour, and with yielding 


a St - * 1 


F * 


Tu os I have told thee all concerning my FO 
and brought my ſtory: to the ſum of carthly happi- 


neſs which I enjoy; and I muſt confeſs to find 


indeed in every thing elſe delight; but ſuch as, 
whether uſed or not, works no great change, nor 
vehement deſire in the mind; I mean theſe deli- 
cacies of taſte, fight, ſmell, ſuch as herbs, fruits, 
flowers, » pleaſant walks, and melody of birds; but 
far otherwiſe in regard to Eve, on whom I look 
with tranſport, and whom I with tranſport touch 
Here I firſt felt paſſion, ſuperior to all enjoyments 


elſe, and am unmoved, except by this ſtrange 
commotion z finding myſelf only weak here, and 
unable to ſtand apainſt the powerful charm of 
beauty. Whether nature failed in me, and left 


ſome part of me not proof enough to ſuſtain ſuch 
an object; or making her out of my ſide, perhaps 


took. more than enough and part of my ſtrength 


from me: at leaſt, beſtowed upon her too much 
ornament, taking great care to finiſh-her as to the 
outward ſhow, but leſs exact as to her mind; for 
L well underſtand in the firſt deſign of nature, that 


in the abilities and powers of the mind, which ex- 


cel all outward forms, ſhe is the inferior; f in her 
K 2 


THE FALL OF MAN.” © mig. 
mdjetty: approved the pleading of my reaſon;—Þ 
bed ber bluſhing to the nuptial bower: On that 
hour all fortunate ftars' ſhed their kindeſt inſſu- 
ence ; the very earth, and every hill gave ſigns of 
joy; the birds, the freſh: gales, and the gentle 
. winds carried it through the woods, and as they 
| flew, ſcattered odours from - aromatic i ſhrubs, till 


the nightingales begun to ſing our eſpouſals, and 
the ſtar appeared for the bridal - lamp. 


220 PARADISE LOST; OR, 
outward form alſo leſs reſembling his image who | 
made both, and leſs exprefling the character of 

that dominion given over other creatures: Yet 
when I approach her lovelineſs, ſhe ſeems ſo ab- 
ſolutely compleat in herſelf, and ſo well to know 
her own proper part, that whatever ſhe wills to ſay 
or do, ſeems moſt virtuous,, moſt diſcreet, wiſeſt 
and beſt ; all higher knowledge in her prefence 

falls degraded, and wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
ſhews like folly: Authority and reaſon wait upon 
her, as one deſigned firſt, and not made occaſion - 
ally afterwards: And (to ſum up all) greatneſs of 
mind and nobleneſs appear lovely in her, and 
create an awe about her, as an angelick guard a- 
round her. To whom the angel, 53 _ 
pleaſed, made this reply. _ * 

Do not accuſe Nature, ſhe bath: done her pen 
do thou but thine: Be not difident of wiſdom; 
wiſdom will not deſert thee, if thou doſt not diſs 
miſs ber, when thou haſt moſt oceaſion to have her 
near thee; by attributing too much to things leſs 

excellent. For what is it thou admiteſt fo? What 
iy, it ſo tranſports thee? An outſide? Fair, no 
doubt, and very well worthy: thy cheriſhing and 
loving; but not worthy thy ſubjeclion. Compare 
ber with thyſelf, then value both: Oftentimes 
nothing is more profitable than ſelf-efteemy 
grounded upon a juſt, and welbmanaged right! | 
The more that thou knoweſt of this, the more ſhe 
will acknowledge chee te be her head, and will 
yield all her appearance of wiſdom: to thy ſuperio- 
rity; the; was made ſo beautiful, for the. ſake of 
cby delight; ſo-awiul, abet thou: mighteſt with' ho- 
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our love her, who, if thou foregoeſt thy wifdom, 
will ſee and perhaps triumph over thy weakneſs. 
But if that ſenſe of touch, whereby ManKiND is 
propagated, ſeem to thee ſuch a dear delight be- 
yond all others; think that the ſame is vouchſafed 
to cattle, and every beaſt ; which would not be 
made-common to them, 3 there were any thing 
in the enjoyment of it to ſubdue the ſoul of a 
man, or move him to paſſion: What thou findeſt 
in the ſociety of Eve above this, that is attractire, 

human, and rational, do thou ſtill love; for in 
loving, thou doft well, but not in ſubjecting thy- 

ſelf to paſſion, wherein true love does not ſubfiſt. 

Love refines'the thoughts, and enlarges the heart; 
hath his ſeat in reaſon, and acts by choice: Lore 
is the ſcale by which thou mayeſt aſcend to heaven, 
but not When funk in' carnal pleaſure 3 for which 
reaſon there was no companion found for thee a- 
mong the brutes. To whom ADan bluſhing,. 
made anſwer ; 

\NzrrTHzR her. vutfide;. which ie formed 15 
fair, nor any thing in procreation, which is corn · 

mon to all kinds, (though 1 think with much 
more . reverence of the genial bed) delight me ſo 
much as thoſe graceful ations, thoſe many deten · 

cies, that daily refult from all ſhe does and ſays; 
mixed with love and ſweet compliance, which 
declare an unfeigned union of mind, or chat there 
is in us both hut one ſoul; which harmony in 2. 
bore. pair is more ireveful than muſick to the 
Yet theſe ſubjett me not; 1 difcoyer to thee 

wi I feel inwardly from thence, but I am not 
n I meet with various objects 
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variouſly repreſented; through the ſenſes of the 
mind; yet {till being free, I approve the beſt, and 


follow what I approve, Thou blameſt tne not to 


love, for thou ſayeſt that love leads up to heaven, 


that it is both the way and the guide ; then bear 


with me, if what Taſk is lawful: Do not the ſpi- 
rits in heaven love? How do they expreſs it? Is 
it only by their looks? or: do they mix their pure 
emanations ? Do they touch by influence, or ſen- 
fibly as we do one another ? 
To whom the angel with a demi ſmile, 
which made his countenance ſhine with lovely ra- 
diance, made anſwer: Let it fatisſy thee, that 
thou knoweſt that we are happy, and without love 
there is no happineſs. Whatever thou enjoyeſt 
pure in the body, we enjoy more eminently ; ; and 
find go obſtacle, no excluſive: bars of joint, mem- 
brane, or limb: If ſpirits embrace, they mix to- 


tally; eaſier than air with air; union and com- 


mixture of pure with pure; alike kindled with de- 
fire; nor need any of the conſtrained conveyances 
of the ſenſes or paſſions, as fleſh does with fleſh, 
or ſoul with ſoul., But I can now tarry no long - 
er; for the ſun is ſetting in the weſt, which is 
my ſignal to depart. Be ſtrong, live happy, and 
love! But firſt of all love him, whom to love 
rightly is to obey, and keep his great command- 
ment: Take heed, leſt paſſion ſhould ſway thy 
judgment to do any thing, which elſe free-will 
would not admit of. The happineſs or , unhappi- 
neſs of thee and all thy poſterity is placed in thee: 
Take care! 1, and all the bleſſed above, ſhall re · 
joice to ſee thee. perſevere i in : obedicnce. Stand 


* 
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faſt; it lies free in thy own choice, to ſtand or 
fall: Having power to withſtand every texiptation 
to diſobey. #*.4 * N. * . Q 
He. aroſe immediately to 8 when Avan 
"overs him bis moſt grateful thanks for his i 
ſtructive company, and begged of him that he 
would continue his friendly viſits. After which 
the angel flew up to heaven, and Apa returned 
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Tus ARGUMENT. 


Satan having ſurveyed the earth with premeditated 
_ malice, returns in a mift by night into Paradiſe, 
"and enters into the ſerpent ſleeping. Adam and 
- Eve in the morning 0 forth to their labours ; 
Eve prepoſes to work in a different fart by. her- 
felf; Adam is net for this, telling her of the dan- 
ger of which they-wereforewarnd, and be hazard 
F her being alone. Eve, preſumptuous of her 
own ſtrengtb, uſes many arguments of ber ability. 
Adam at laſt conſents. The ſerpent finds Eve a- 
lene, and praiſes her beauty. Eve, wondering 
10 hear the ſerpent ſpeak, enquires how he came 
by that faculty, which the ſerpent informs her 
wes by means of eating of the tree of knowledge. 
The ſerpent now grown bolder, with many wiles 
induces her to eat. Being pleaſed with the taſte, 
He brings ſome of it t Adam, and acquaints 
bim with what perſuaded her to cat it. fle 
1 perceiving her left, from an ouerabundant d 
to her, net willing ſhe ſhould perifh almey\ var: 
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with her. The efefit it had on them vorh. They 
feek to cover their nakedneſs : and then lo exte - 
mate their guilt fall at variance, and accuſe one 
Wee 
CHA P. 1. 


Satan Sos the earth, with premeditated 
malice, returns in a miſt by night into Puradiſe, 
and enters into the ſerpent ſleeping. 


Ul 


| MUST now W my delightful ſabje@ 10. | 
doleful one, a relation of woe and miſery: the 
delightful converſe that paſſed between ADan- and 
_ the angel is now at an end. Man, by his difobe» 
dience, has juſtly forfeited Gop's favour,” and 
thereby introduced DzaTH, and all. the bitter 
troubles that are the forerunners of DzaTw, | _ 
This is a ſubject of ſorrow, yet it is greater, and -| 
more heroic than the anger of ACH12LES,-or rage 1 
of Tux s, or that of Nx H TUNE or JUno, Which 
ſo long perplexed the GuRREKSs and Trojans; | 
though theſe arguments employed the pens of the - || 
two great poets Homer and Vie: if I might 
but obtain of my celeftial patroneſs, who ſtill con» 1 
deſcends-undefired to pay her nightly viſits, and in- 
fpire me with unpremeditated thoughts, a ſtile an- 
fwerable to what I have to treat of, on ſuch high 
matters; on which I have deßgned long to write, 
—_— I. "NOT . late, being _ W 
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of a ſubje&t; not taking delight in writing of wars, 
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which have hitherto been the only ſubjects eſteemed 


worthy; to relate tedious and ſeigned + battles, 
- | ſovght by feigned knights; (at the ſame time leaving 
unmentioned the better fortune of patience and he- 


roic martyrdom) or to deſeribe races and games, 


tilting furniture, and tinſel trappings of gorgeovg 
knights at jouſt and tournament; then deſcribing 


feaſts, ſerved up in voluptuouſneſs and ſtate; which 


are too mean to merit the name of | heroic, Nei- 
ther ſkilled nor ſtudious concerning ſuch things, I 


leave them for this higher ſubject, which is of itſelf 


ſufficient to lay claim to that name; unleſs years, or 
coldneſs of climate hinder me from ſoaring high e- 


nough to treat of it properly; nor could I attempt 
it without the aſſiſtance of her who — 


ly to mine ea. 


SATAN, who but lately fled outlier Even r 


the threats of the angel GaBRIEL, now having me- 
ditated more fraud and malice, and being bent on 


the deſtruction of Max, (not minding though 2 


cheavier puniſhment might fall upon himſelf): retur- 


ned again without fear about midnight from com- 
paſſing the earth; fearful of being diſeovered, if he 
appeared by day, ever ance. URIEL the angel, who 


- was: regent of the fun, diſcovered bis entrance, and 


forewarned the cherubim that kept their watch. 


When he was driven from thenee full of anguiſh, 
be kept in darkneſs the ſpace of ſeven- ſucceſſive 
nights; three times he went round the equinocti- 


al line; four times he croſſed to the Poles ablique · 
Iy, (till o avoid the fun; in which time h hagꝗ tra · 
verſed the whole * on the — * v6 re- 
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turned to EpEN, and on the fide where the entrance 
' ſeemed moſt difficult, and therefore was left un» 


watched, by ſtealth found an unſuſpected way, 
There was a place, which now is not; nor has been 
ſince the fall of ADam; where the "TrGars ſhot 


into a gulph under ground to the foot of PaRA- 


Dis, till part of it roſe à fountain near the tree of 
life: SaTaN thiew himſelf into the river, and roſe 
up involved in a miſt, with the fountain into Pa- 
RAD1SE, then thought where to 'conceal himſelf: 
he bad ſearched ſea and land, from EDEN over te 
Pox r us, and from Mxoris up beyond the river 
OBy, downward as far as the ſouth pole; and in 
length weſt, from ORox r xs to the iſthmus of Da- 
RIEN, that ſtops the Sou rRH-SEA, and joins the 
north and ſouth AMERICA, and from thence he 
had journeyed as far as InD14.' Thus he roame@ 


over all the world with ſtrict fearch and deep in- 


ſpection, eonſidering every creature, which of them 
might beſt ſerve his wily purpoſes; and found the 


. ferpent to be the ſubtleſt beaſt of all the field. Af- 


ter much conſideration, he at laſt choſe him; think. 
mg him a fit inſtrument of fraud, in whom he 
might enter, and hide his dark deſigns from the 
molt piercing ſight: for in the ſubtle ſerpent, what 
ever appeared might paſs without remark, and be- 


bought to proceed from his natural witand cun- 


ning; which obſerved in other beaſts, might raiſe* 


_ fuſpicion of diabolieal power, acting within be- 
yond the ſenſe of brutes. Phereforc: he inade dis · 
_ reſolution, but being ĩnwardly troubled; he pallen- 
ately broke out into the following ſoliloquyꝛ: 


* 3 thou . 
K 6 | 
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thoughts! Gon has no doubt made thee a more de- 
_ * lightful: habitation than heaven. It is a terreſtrial 
heaven, attended only by other heavens, that move 
. round it and ſhine; yet bear their bright lights 2. 
 bove lights for that alone, as ſeeming there to cen · 
ter the influence of all their precious beams; as 
Gop is centre in heaven, and yet extends to all; 
ſo that being as in the centre, receives virtue from 
all theſe orbs ; for here, and not in themſelves, ap- 
pear all their known eſſicaey, productive of herb, 
plant, and the birth of nobler ercatures, animated 
with vegetative, ſenſitive, and rational life, which 
all are fummoned up and meet in Man! With 
what delight (if I could have pleaſure in any thing} 
could I inhabit here! Where there is a ſweet varie - 
ty of hill and valley, rivers, woods, and plains, 
with land and ſea, and foreſt, and rocks, and caves: 
But I can find no place of caſe or refuge in any of 
theſe; and the more Ifee of pleafures about me, ſo 
much the more forment I fee} within me, that 
makes hell appear more intolerable: all good to me 
becomes a curſe, and my ſtate would be ſtill mueh 
worſe, were I in heaven. But I neither deſite to 
dwell bere, nor in heaven, without I could over-: 
come him, who is now ſupreme there: not have LI. 
any hope to make myſclf leſs miſerable by what I 
ſeek, but only to make others as miſerable as I am, 
though worſe ſhould be multiplied and heaped upon 
me; for I find. no caſe tomy relentleſs thoughts but 
an deſtruction: if I can deſtroy him, or perſuade 
dim from whom all this was made) to do what 
will cauſe his on deſtruction, all this will follow: 
2 the conſegurnoe of his diſobedience; my deſign 


THE FALL OF MAN. 22 


then ſhall be that deſtruction may ſpread over alk 
Among the infernal powers glory ſhall be given to 
me alone, to have marred what he who: was: tiled 
ALMIGHTY, continued {ix days and nights in 
making; and who knows how long: before he bad 
been contriving it? Though perhaps it has been 
ſince I in one night ſet almoſt half the angels free 
from inglorious ſervitude, and leſt the thtong of his 
worſhippers ſometh ing thinner. He to be avenged, 
and to repair his numbers, which I had thus leſ- 
ſened, determined to advance in our room, à crea- 
ture formed of the earth, and endow him (though 
raiſed from {ſuch a baſe original) with thoſe heaven». 
ly perfeQions, which once were ours: this he has 
done, - cither in great ſpite to us, advancing fuck 
low ercatures to ſuch high dignity; or elſe his 
power, which he bad of old, to create angels, is 
ſpent: (if at leaſt he ever did create them, which 
who knows?) What he decreed, that he effected 3 
he made Man, and built for him this magnificent 
world, gave him the earth for his feat, and pro- 
nounced him lord; and (Oh! what an indignity 
was that!) ſubjected angels to be hig ſervants, and 
to watch and tend upon an earth · boru charge. I 
dread the vigilance of thoſe who keep guard over. 
them, and to avoid it, thus wrapped -up-in an ob- 
ſeure miſt of midnight vapours, I glide and pry in 
every buſh and bramble, where I may by chance- 
find the ſerpent aſteep; in whoſe ſhape I may hide 
me, and the dark deſign I bring with me. Oh foul- 
downfall indeed! that I, who once contended to ſit 
the higheſt-with Gods, am now forced into a beaſt, 
and mixed with beſtial lime: to become incarnate, 
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and inform the body of a brute, that before aſpired 
to the . heighth of deity! But what is it that 
ambition and revenge will not deſcend to! They 
who aſpire too high muſt ſtoop as low, and 
become liable to the baſeſt things. Revenge, tho 
ſweet at firſt, ſoon becomes bitter, and recoils back 


upon itſelf; let it; I care not, fo it ftrikes him ſure, 


who next to the king of heaven, provokes my envy, 
this new favourite, this man of clay, this ſon of def- 
pite, whom the more to ſpite us, his maker has raif- 
ed. en. ary duſt: then you 78 ret po vith 


$ a4 * 
ww 


- ——_—_ ſo ſaid, be n * like a black wilt 
thicket, he held on his midnight 
3 he hoped ſooneſt to find the ſerpent: 


he ſoon diſeovered him, faſt afleep, rolled round and 
round, with his head in the middle, full of ſubtilty; 


not yet in horrid ſhades or a diſmal den, (for there 


were as yet no ſuch things) but he ſlept upon the 
graſs, without fear or without being feared, ſor now 
no creature Was hurtful. 
bis mouth, and poſſeſſing his brutal ſenſe, ſoon in- 
ſpired his underſtanding with his own ſpirit; but 
not diſturbing his ſleep, lay nn and waited for 
the A of morn. . 


The dewl entered: in at 


„ © Fr _ 


a Ws! at length conſents,” > 
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tn the morning Adam and Eve ge Forth to harp . 
beurs, which Eve propoſes to di vide in ſeveral Pla- 
ces, each labouring apart: Adam endeavcurs to 

4 perſuade Eve to the ; Contrary ; F Fur not trevatk 
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OW wheti the facred light began to dawn in 
Ep EN, and the flowers opened and breathed 
their morning intenſe; when all things that the 


. earth produces, ptoving the wiſdom of the great 


CxEraToR, blently praiſe him, Ap and EY 


eame forth, and Joined their vocal vorſhip: that 
done, they partake of all the bleſſings with which 
they were ſurrounded, ſweeteſt ſcents, and freſh air: 


then conſult, how they may that day do n 
work in the garden there was ſor them to do; (for 
work much outgrew what two hands were capable 


| of diſpatching) Evx thus addrefſed her buſband: 


ADan! we may ſtill labour on to dreſs this gar- 
den, to tend the plants, herbs, and flowers, Which 
is the pleaſant taſk enjoined us, but till more hands 
aſſiſt us, the work grows luxutiant under our hands, 
and what we lop off by day, as being overgtown, 
or prune, or prop, or bind up, in one night or- two 
with wanton growth ſprings forth againy and grows 
wild. Now therefore give thy advice, er firſt hear 
What thoughts preſent to my mind: let vs divide 
our labours; do thou go where thy own choice leads 
thee, either to wind the woodbine * 


_ 


r 
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arbour, or direct the ivy where it may be propereſt 
for it to climb; while I among: yonder roſes, which 
are intermixed with myrtle, ſee what there is ſet 
right till noon: for while we ehuſe our taſk thus, 
fo near one another all the day long, what wonder 
is it if looks and ſmiles come between, and any new 
object bring up accidental difcourſe between us; 
which makes our day's work (fo intermitted) to 
be brought to little, though we begin carly, + and: 


the hour of ſupper come before it is earned. 


Apa returned this anſwer with a-{mile; fair 
Eve, my ſole partner and companion! dear to mo 
beyond compariſon above all living creatures ! thou 
khaſt employed thy thoughts artfully, and haſt wel“? 


propoſed how we might beſt accompliſh the work, 


aibgned us here by Gon, I praiſe thee for it: (for 
nothiag can be found more lovely in a woman, 


than to ſtudy the good of her houſhold, and to pro- 


mote good works in her huſband:) yet our Lo x3; 
bath not impoſed labour on us fo very ſtrictly, as. 
to debar us from taking (when we need) any re- 


freſn ment; whether food, or convert ſation, which ie 


as food to the mind; nor does he forbid us this 
fwett intercourſe: of looks and ſmiles;. for ſmiles- 
flow from reaſon, 'denied- to the brutes, and are the 
food of: love, and love is not the loweſt end or in- 
tention of human life; for he did not make us to 


irkſome-and tireſome toi; but to delight, and to 
bat delight joined reaſon. Doubt not, but our 
joint hands will, be able, with eaſe, to keep theſe 
paths and bowers from going into wilderneſs, at 


dealt as wide as we need walk, and till younger ] 
Handsy before it is long, ſhall aſſiſt us. But if o- 
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ver-much of my converſation perhaps may cloy thee, 
on that account I could yield to a ſhort abſence: 


(for ſometimes ſolitude is the beſt ſociety, and a 
ſhort ſeparation cauſes ſweetneſs at return) but a- 


nother doubt poſſeſſes me; leſt when thou art ſe- 
parated from me, ſomething ill ſhould befall thee : 
thou knoweſt what warning hath been given vs; 


that a, malicious for, deſpaning of his own happi- 


neſs and envying ours, ſeeks by contrivance 0 
bring us to ſhame and miſery; and watches, no 
doubt, ſomewhere near at hand, with a (greedy 


hope to find his wiſh, and us aſunder, when he 
might take an advantage; for he can have no hope 
to circumvent us thus joined together, where cach 


in a time of need, might ſpeedily and eafily give 


help to the ther. Whether his firſt deſn be to 


draw us from our duty to Gon, or whether he 
would diſturb our congugal love; {chan which per- 


baps no happineſs enjoyed by us more excites his 
envy) let it be this or worſe, leave not the faith- 


ful fide, that gave thee being, and chat ſtill guards 


and protects thee: for where danger or diſtonour 
turks, à wife is fafeſt, and ſeemlieſt by the fide of - 


her buſband, who guards her, or elſe ns 


worſt with her. {Ret 


To whom Evn, with virgin medal an me who : 


loves, and from whom he loves meets with ſome 
unkindneſs, ee auſtere compoſure, _ re- 


plied: 


ſeeks our ruin, 1 have learnt, both by informations 
r 


OrrspRING of — and ods. and lord 4 


> 


all the earth! that we have ſuch an enemy, whos . 


4 
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gel as he was departing, where I ſtood behind in a 
ſhady nook, being juſt then returned, at the ſhut. 
ting of. the flowers in the evening. But that thou 


ſhouldſt doubt my firmneſs to Gos or thee, becauſe 


we have a foe may happen to attempt it, I muſt 
confeſs. I did; not expect to hear: thou art not a- 
fraid-of his violence, it being ſuch (for he cannot 
deſtroy us, or put us to pain) as we can either not 


receive, or elſe reſiſt and repel it: it is his fraud 


then that thou att afraid of; which plainly ſhews 
that thy fear, equal to my firm faith and love, can 


be ſeduced, or ſhaken by his fraud; O ADAM, how 


ean ſuch ungcounded ſuſpicion harbour in thy 
breaſt, of her who thou ee was ſo _ 


ba to thee? $5. £57 


Ana replied wich healivg words: 3 


EVI (daughter of Gop and Max!) for ſuch 


thou art, while free from fin and blame; the rea · 
ſon that I perſuade. thee not to abſent thyſelf from 
my ſight is not becauſe I am diffident of thee, but 
to-axvid the attempt itſelf, intended by our enemy: 
ſor he who tempts, though it prove in vain, howe- 
ver aſperſes the [tempted with ſome degree of diſ- 
honour ; for it ſuppoſes the tempted not proof a« 
_ - gainſt temptation, but liable to be corrupted ! Even 
thou "thyſelf, were ſuch a wrong offered thee, 
. wouldſt reſent it with ſcorn and anger, though it 
ptoved ineffectual: then think it not amiſs, if I en · 
deavour to prevent ſuch an affront being put vp- 
on thee alone, which the enemy, though bold, will 


hardly dare to offer us both at once. Nor do thou 


think too lightly, of his fraud and malice; be muſt 
needs be very ſubtle who could ſeduce angels ; noi 
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do thou think the aſſiſtance of another unneceſſary 
or ſuperfluous : I, from the influence of thy leoks, 
receive increaſe of every virtue; in thy ſight J am 
wiſer, more watchful, (if need were ef outward 
ſtrength) ſtronger ; for ſhame, to be overeome or 
over-reached while thou looked on, would'raife new 
vigour in me, and make me exert myſelf to the ut- 
moſt: why ſhouldſt not thou, when I am preſent, 
feel the like ſenſe within thee, and chuſe the trial 
along with ys. who! am the beſt witnels of thy 
tried virtue? 1 4 71 66 FTW 
Aba ſpake inthis domeſtick nder, and in his 
matrimonial care and love; but Eve, who thought 
leſs was attributed to her dear faith than was due, 
IN ſoft words made anſwer: ' 1 
How are we happy, if this is our endif 
Always to be in fear of harm, and always to'dwell 
thus in narrow bounds, ſtraitened by a fubtle et 
violent enemy, and we meeting him firigle, not 
endued with power to defend ourſelves againſt him? 
Well, but harm thou ſayeſt does not come before 
in; only our ſoe if he tempts us, he affronts as 
with his foul opinion of our integrity: his fou 
opinion fixes no diſhonour upon us, but turns foul- 
er upon himſelf: then wherefore ſhould be be 
ſhunned or feared by us; Who rather gam double 
bonour by the event, from proving his ſurmiſe 
falſe, and are favoured from heaven with a witneſs 
of peace within; that our virtues have ſtood the 
trial? And What is faith, or love, or virtue, that 
has not been tried in its on ſtrength, and without 
other aſſiſtance? Do not let us ſuſpect, that our 


ſtate is left ſo imperfect by the wiſe CRE&TORy! as 
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not to be ſecure as well alone, as when in company 
together;. for otherwiſe our bappineſs would be but 
frail, and EDEN (to ſpeak the truth) expoſed in this 
manner, would be no PARADISE at all. To 
whom Aba with ſome fervency replies: 

On woman! Gop has ordained every thing for 
the beſt: he created nothing imperfect, nor left any 
thing he had created deficient; much leſs Manger 
any thing that might ſecure to him his happy ſtate. 
Man is ſate from out ward force, all the danger lies 
within himſelf: and that in his own power; for a- 
gainſt his will be can never receive harm: but 
Cop bas left the will free; for what obeys reaſon 
that is free, and teaſon Gop made right: but let 
reaſon beware, and keep ſtrict watch, leſt ſurpriſed 
dy fair appearances of good, ſhe diclate falſcly, and 
© influence the will to do that whinh Goothath ex- 


preſiy forbid. It is not miſtruſt then, but tender 


love, that urges me to mind thee often of thy duty; 


and de thou often remind mel We fubſiſt and re- 


main firm, yet it is poſſible for ub to ſweree; .lince: 


our reaſon may meet ſome ſpecious temptation, 


made uſe af by our adverſary to deceive us, and ſo 
not keeping: watch in the ſtrickeſt manner, at the 
was warned to do, teaſon may inadvertently fall in- 


to the deception. Then do not ſeek temptation, 


which it were much better to avoid; Which will. 
be moſt likely, if thou ſeparate thyſelf not from me- 
trials in all likelihood will come without ſeeking. 

Wouldeſt thou give proof of thy conſtancy ? Give: 
proof of thy obedience: who can he ſure of thy con · 


ſtancy or atteſt it, not ſeeing thee tempred? But, 


if thou thinkeſt another time, when. we are not ſo 
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well warned, we may be found not ſo well prepar- 
ed as thou ſeemeſt to think thyſelf, "— —Go!—for 
if chou ſtayeſt, not being free, thou art but the more 


abſent: go! in thy native innocence? ſummon alf 


thy virtue to thy aſſiſtance, and rely upon it! for 
Gow bes dene his 1 towards thee, do N 


thine: 


80 ſpoke 'the perrterch of mankind ; but ſub- 
miſſi ve EVE replied: then thus forowarned; and with 
thy permiſſion I go, and am very ſenſi ble what thou 
ſayeſt i is juſt, and as we are both now prepared, 1 
in particular, and as we are aſſured our ſoe is proud 
and hauglity, he certainly will never attack the 
weakeſt, as he woe get no , by overcoming” 
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eee alone ; e . 
ber © beauty an accompliſhments, and by ſeveral 
arguments perſuades her to taſte the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge — Joe eee to im- 
re 10 Adam. 29 | 


A En no ſo, EVE body withdrew: — 
band from her huſband's, and going light- 
ly; like what is feigned of wood<nymphs; or of D- 


| 44's train, betook her to the groves; but in her 


gait and goddeſs- ke deportment, the ſurpaſſed alt 
that has been fabled of DtANA“s ſelf; though not 
armed like her with bow aud quiver, but only with 
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ſuch gardening tools as art had rudely formed, 
without the help of fare, or the angels had brought. 
A picture of CE RES in her prime, or of Po MONA 
when ſhe. fled. from VERTUMNUS, is what ſhe 
ſcemed molt like when ſhe- parted from ADAM. 
He, with eyes full of affection, for a great while 
Jooked after her delighted; but yet he rather wiſh» 
ed that ſhe had ſtaid. He often repeated his charge 
to her to come back ſoon, and ſhe as often promi · 
ed him, that ſhe vould return to the bower by 


noon, and have every thing in the beſt order for 


their repaſt, or aſternoon's repoſe. Unfortunate 


Eva! much deceived, much failing of thy promiſe 


and preſumed return! Fatal event indeed! Thou 
from that hour didit never more find in PARADISE 
either ſweet repaſt, or ſound repoſe! thy enemy lay 


in ambuſh filled with envy and helliſh rancour, 
to intercept thee, or ſend thee back robbed and di- 


veſted of thy faith, innocence and happineſs 


For now, and ever ſince the firſt break of day, Sa- 


TAN (a mere ferpent only in appearance) was come 
forth, and upon his ſcarch; where he might like- 
heft find his purpoſed prey, the only two of Max- 
KIND living, but in them the whole race included. 
He ſought in every ſield and every bower, where a- 
ny grove of trees, or piece of garden - plot lay plea - 
ſanter than the reſt, that looked like what was un- 
der daily tendance, or had been planted for plea- 
ſure by the ſhady banks of rivers, or the ſide of 
fountains, He ſougbt for them both, but wiſhed. . 
that it might be his lot to ſind EVE ſeparate; but 
could not hope to meet with what ſo ſeldom bap- 
pened; when, beyond bis hope, and agreeable 40: 
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his wiſh, he ſpied Eve; ſhe ſtood. but half diſcos 
vered, hid behind, and buſied with roſes and other 


flowers, that grew thick round about, half ſtooping | 


to ſupport ſuch flowers, whoſe ſtalks were weak 
and ſlender, whoſe bloſſoms, though gay, purple, 
red or ſpeckled with gold, being too heavy for the 
ſtem, hung drooping down: ſhe ties them up gent- 
ly with bands of myrtle; at the fame time not re- 
flecting, that herſelf was unreſtrained; ſo far from 
het beſt prop, and the ſtorm ſo nigh. SaTan (in 


the ſerpent) drew nearer, and croſſed many a walk 


under ſhades of cedars, pines, or palm trees; then 
' rolling to and fro boldly; ſometimes hid, ſome- 
times ſeen, among the arbours, and flowers that 
grew upon the borders of the banks, that had been 
planted there by Eves; a more delightful ſpot than 
the fabulous gardens of A DON IS, or of famous AL» 


cINOUS, whoentertained UL ysS$ES; or that, which 
is no fiction, made by Solo uon, where he held 


_ dalliance with his fair EST TIA&N queen, the 
daughter of PHaRaon. The place SATAN ad- 
mired much, but more the perſon of Eves: as one 


who had been long pent up in a great and popu- 


lous city, where by reaſon of the number of inha- 
hitants, and want of room to breathe more freely, 
the air is become unhealthy, going out on a ſum- 


mer's morning to breathe among the neighbouring 
pleaſant villages and farms, takes delight in every _ 
thing he meets with, the ſmell of the freſh mowed 
graſs, cattle, or dairy, and every ſight and ſound 
that belongs to a country life; then if by chance,” 


ſome fair virgin paſs gracefully along, what before 


ſeemed pleaſing, for her ſake now pleaſes more, 
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and in her look all pleaſure is ſummed up: ſuch 
pleaſure the ſerpent took to behold this bed of 


flowers, the ſweet retirement of Evx, thus early 


and alone. The heavenly form of Eve, angelical; 
(but only. more ſoft and feminine) her graceful mno- 
cence, her air in every geſture, when the devil ſaw; 


it overawed his malice,. and was fo charming that 


it bereaved him of the fiercenefs and cruelty of his 
intention. He was then abſent and abſtracted from 
his evil ſelf, and for the time became ſtupidly good; 
diſarmed of his enmity, guile, hate, envy, and re- 
venge. But the hot hell, that always burns in 


him, (though he ſhould be in the midſt of heaven) 


ſoon ended his pleaſure, and tortures him now the 
more, the more that he ſees of pleaſure, not ordain- 
ed for him: but ſoon recollecting himſelf, reſumes 
all his ſierce envy and hate, and thus rejoicing in 


his purpoſe, recollects all his thoughts of miſchief. 


 WaiTHER, my thoughts, have you led me! 
how ſweetly carried me into ſuch a tranſport, as 
could: make me forget what brought me hither! 
Love brought me not, but hate; not the hope to 
taſte pleaſure here, and exchange PARADISE for 
hell, but to deſtroy all pleaſure, excepting that 


which I take in deſtruction; all other joy is loſt to 


me! then do not let me flip the opportunity which 


now ſo favourably offers. Behold the woman a- 


lone, liable to all attempts! and her huſband (for 
J can ſee far round) not near her; whoſe better 
underſtanding I rather ſhun, as well as his ſtrength, 
he being of a haughty courage, and compoſed of 
limbs heroic, though made of earth, and as I can- 
not wound him nor touch his bedy, he is no in- 
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confiffrable enemy: it is not ſo with me, ſo much 


hath hell debaſed, -and pain enfeebled me to what L. 
was in heaven: ſhe is divinely fair, and fit love for 
gods, not terrible; though terror be in love and 


beauty, ualeſs it be apptoached by a mind armed 


with hate as mine is; a hate the greater, as it is 

diſguiſed under diſſembled love, which is the way 

I propoſe to take to bring about her ruin. 
Tus reafoned the great enemy of ManxIND, 


| having poſfeſſed the ſerpent, and made his way to- 


wards Evx, not prone and waving upon the ground, 
as ſerpents are now, but riſing from his tail in cir- 
cles one above another: he had upon his head a 
creſt, which he bore aloft, and his eyes reſembled 
carbuncles; his neck a bright graſs green, ſinely 
touched up (as painters expreſs it) with gold, ring 
up in circling ſpirits from his body, which lay and 
floated about upon the graſs; his ſhape was very 
lovely and pleafing, never any ſince of ſerpent kind 
was more beautiful; nor thoſe that HERR M10NE and 
Cap uus were feigned to be changed into, in I- 


| LyR1a;' or the god worſhipped in ExtDauRus;. 


nor that to which it was pretended JorIirER A M- 
MON was transformed, when he begot ALEXAaN- 
DER the great upon OLYMP14az or JUPITER Cle 
PITOLINE, when he aſſumed ſuch a ſhape, to en- 


Joy the mother of Sery1o, the glory of Rows. - 
At firſt like one who wanted acceſs, and yet was 
afraid to interrupt, he worked his way ſidelong and 
winding about: juſt as when a ſhip brought on by 
ſome ſkilful pilot, near to a river's mouth or fore- 
land, where the wind veers often, ſhifts ſail accor- 
dingly ; ſo he varied his 


motions, and made many 
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a wanton" curl of his crooked train in the fight of 
Eve, in hopes to allure her eye. She being buſy, 
though ſhe heard the ſound of leaves ruſtling, took 
no notice, as being uſed often to have the beaſts 

ſport before her through the field, they all being 
obedient to her call. He now grown bolder, tho 
uncalled, ſtood before her, but ſeemed only gazing 
on her in admiration; he often bowed his head, 
and ſleek ſhining neck like enamel; and fawning 
licked the ground the trod upon: at length his 
gentle dumb expreſſion drawed the eye of Eve to 
take notice of his play: he glad that he had gained 
her attention, making the ſerpent's tongue or im- 
pulſe of vocal air an inſtrument of ſpeech, thus be. 
gan his fraudulent temptation: 

© SOVEREIGN miltreſs! (who alone art wonder. 
ful) wonder-not, much leſs arm mild Jooks with 
_ diſdain; nor be diſpleaſed that I approach thee thus, 
and gaze on thee; nor have I (thus ſingly) feared 
thy awful brow, more awful now retired. Faireſt 
" reſemblance of thy fair MaxER! all things living 

gaze on thee being thine by gift, and adore thy 

' heavenly beauty, which they behold with, tranſport! 
beſt to be beheld where it might be, univerſally | 
admired; but here among theſe beaſts, in this wild 
incloſure, (who are but rude beholders, and incapa- 
ble of diſcerning half what is fair in thee) Except 
one Man, who ſees thee? And what is one, for | 
thee, who would be looked upon as a goddeſs among 
gods, and with raviſhment adored and ſerved 
numberleſs angels, and have them eg # 
eee at Wees de votion. 
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So the tempter flattered Eye, and his words be- 
gan to make ſome impreſſion upon her heart, tho? 


- ſhe was much ſurpriſcd at the voice; at lengths 


without fear, ſhe replied. 

WHAT can be the meaning of this? Do I — 
the language of Man and human ſenſe, expreſſed 
by the tongue of a brute? Language I thought had 
been denied to beaſts, whom Gop, on the day of 
their creation, created mute to all articulate ſound: 
that they may indeed have underſtanding I ſome- 
times think, for much reaſon often appears both in 


their looks and actions. I knew thee to be the 


ſubtleſt beaſt of the field, but did not know that 


ſerpents were endued with human voice. Re- 


double this miracle, and tell me how thou be- 
cameſt capable of ſpeech; and why thou art grown 
ſo friendly to me above the reſt of the beaſts that 
are daily in fight? Acquaint me of this, and I will 
give thee full attention. 

To whom the guileful tempter thus replied : 
Reſplendent Evs!. empreſs of this fair world! it is 
ealy to me to tell all thou haſt commanded me, and 
right it is that thou ſhouldſt be obeyed in every 


thing. At firſt I was like the other beaſts that 


feed upon the trodden graſs; my thoughts were 
abject, and as low as my food, nor did I diſcern a- 


ny thing but that, or difference of ſex, till one day 


as I was roving in the field, I chanced to behold, at 


a great diſtance, a large tree full of fruit, of the 


faireſt colours, ſtreaked with red and gold: I drew 

nearer to view it, when a ſavoury odour was blown 

fromthe boughs, grateful to the appetite, and which 

plealed my ſenſes more than the ſmell of ſweeteſt 
L 2 
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, fennel, or the teats of a ewe or goat, dropping with 


milk at evening, and yet unſucked by their kids or 


lambs: I reſolved not to defer ſatisfying the ſharp - 


deſire I had of taſting thoſe fair apples; hunger and 
thirſt (two powerful perſuaders) quickened at the 
ſcent of that alluring fruit, both at once urged me 
ſo keenly: I ſoon wound myſelf about the moſſy 


trunk of the tree: (for the branches are ſo high from 


the ground, that they would require the utmoſt 
reach, or ADaM's) about the tree all other beaſts 


| Nood. longing and envying with like deſire, but 


could not reach the fruit, And now being got up 
into the middle of the tree where ſuch great plen- 


ty hung ſo high, tempting to gather, and eat my 


fill, I did not ſpare; for I never till that hour in 
eating or drinking had ſuch pleaſure. But at length 
being ſatisfied, it was not long before I perceived a 
ſtrange alteration in me, and my inward powers 
changing to a degree of reaſon; and though I re- 
tained my preſent form, yet it was not long before 


I had the gift of ſpeech. From thence forward I 


turned my thoughts to high or deep ſpeculations, 
and with capacious mind conſidered every thing 


_ viſible in earth or between; every thing that was 


fair and good; but in the rays of thy heavenly 
beauty, and in thy divine form, I behold every 
thing that is fair and good united : there is nothing 


fair that can be brought equal, or in compariſon 


with thee ! which was the cauſe that I came to gaze, 


and worſhip with thee; who art rightly declared 
univerſal miſtreſs, ſovereign of all creatures. ' 


So talked the ſpirited ſly ſnake; and Eve, more 


amazed than before, replied without thinking, Ser- 
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pent ! thy over · praiſing me leaves the virtue of that 
fruit in doubt, which thou haſt firſt taſted. But 
tell me, where does this tree grow? And how far 
is it from hence? For the trees of Gop, that grow 
in PARADISE, are a great many, and various of 
them, which are yet unknown to us; and our 
choice lies in ſuch abundance, that we leave the 
greateſt part of the fruits untouched, and {till hang - 
ing incorruptible, till more MEN grow up to be 
provided for, and help to diſburden nature, 

To whom the wily ſerpent, glad to be employ- 
ed, chearfully anſwered, Empreſs! the way is eaſy, 
and not long; beyond a row of myrtle-trees upon 
a plain, juſt by a fountain, firſt paſſing one ſmall. 
thicket of flowing myrch and balm ; if thou pleaſ- 
elt to accept of me for a guide, I can ſoon conduct 
thee thither. Lead on then, ſaid Eve. He going 
before, rolled along ſwiftly, and made intricate 
ſeem ſtraight; being ſwift to do miſchief ; hope 
and joy elevated him, and brightened his creſt; as 
when ignus fatuus, which it is ſaid ſome evil ſpi- 
rit oft attends, hovering and blazing with a delud- 
ed light, miſleads the night wanderer through mires 
or pools z ſo the ſerpent glittered, and led our cre ; 
dulous mother Eve into fraud; to the tree which: 
was prohibited by Gop, and was the occaſion of 
all our miſery: which when ſhe ſaw, ſhe ſpoke 
thus to the ſerpent, 

' SERPENT! we might have ſpared ourſelves the. 
trouble of coming hither; this fruit it not for me, 
though there be ſuch an abundance: let the credit 
of its virtue remain till with thee; wonderful in- 
deed, if it be the cauſe of ſuch effects! but we nei» 
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ther muſt taſte of this tree, nor touch it: Go p com- 
manded it ſo, and left that as the only command 
we have to obey, 

To whom the tempter vuitefally replied; in- 
deed ! hath Gop declared ye lords of all things in 
earth or air, and yet ſaid, that ye fhall not eat of 
the fruit of all the trees of the garden? To whom 
Eve (yet ſinleſs) replied: 

OF the fruit of every tree in the garden we may 
eat; but of this fair tree in the midſt of it, Gop 
hath ſaid, ye ſhall not eat thereof, neither ſhall ye 
touch it, leſt ye die. She had ſcarce ſaid this, 
tho' but in few words, when the tempter, now 
grown bold, (though with ſhow of zeal and love'to 


Man, and indignation at the wrong he ſuffered) 


begins to put on a new part; he fluctuates about 


diſturbed, as one moved to paſſion; yet with de- 


cency, as about to begin to ſpeak of ſome great 
matter: as when of old ſome renowned orator in 
ATHENS, or free Roux, where eloquence once 
flouriſhed, ſtood collected in himſelf, and before he 
ſpoke, with various motions and geftures won upon 
the audience ; ſometimes beginning with a high 
voice, and coming immediately to the ſubſtance of 


the argument, as through zeal too haſty to introduce 


it gradually: ſo the tempter, ſeeming i in the peg 
paſſion, began: | 

O $4cRED, wiſe, and wiſdom-giving plant, 
mother of ſcience! now I clearly feel thy power 
within me; not only to diſcern things in their firſt 


| cauſes, but to trace the ways of the higheſt agents, 


let them be thought ever ſo wiſe. Queen of this 
univerſe! do not believe theſe rigid threats of 
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death; ye ſhall not die: how ſhould ye die? B, 


the fruit? No; that gives ye life to knowledge: 
hall ye die by him who threatens? Look on me, 
mel who have touched and taſted it, and not only 
Hve, but by venturing higher than my lot, have at- 
tained to a life and ſlate more perfect than fate 
meant me. Shall that be denied to Man, which 
is free to beaſts ? Or will Gop blow up his anger 
for ſuch a petty treſpaſs, and not rather praiſe your 
dauntleſs virtue? Whom the pain of threatned death 
(whatever ſtrange thing death may be) did not de- 
ter from atchieving what led to happier life, and 
the knowledge of good and evil ? Of good how juſt 
is the knowledge! and evil, (if there be any 
ſuch thing as real evil) why ſhould not that be 
known, ſince it might be the eaſier ſhunned? Gop 
therefore, if he be juſt, cannot hurt you; if he did 
he would not be juſt, not Gop; not fear- 
ed then, nor obeyed; nor is it pain that you 
yourſelves are afraid of, but death. Why then 
was this forbidden? Why, but to keep ye low, in 
fubjection, and ignorance, that ſo ye might always 
worſhip him : he knows, that in the day that ye 
eat of that fruit, your eyes ſhall then be perfectly 
opened and cleared; and ye ſhall be like Gods, 
knowing both good and evil, in the ſame manner 
as they do: ſince I, by eating, am internally become 
rational as Max; by the ſame compariſon, ye ſhall 
be as Gods, riſing to deity from human nature, as 
I am from brutal to human. So it may be ye ſhall 
die, that is by putting off human nature, to become 
Gods ; if that be the caſe, death were to be wilh- 
ed for, no matter how threatened, that brings no 
L 4 
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worſe than, this along with it: and what I pray are 
Gods, that Man may not become, if he was to par- 
take of godlike food with them? The Gods, as they 

were firſt, take that advantage to impoſe upon our 
belief, that every thing proceeds from them: now 

I queſtion it; for I ſee this glorious earth, as it is 

a warmed by the ſun, productive of every kind; but 
| tl I ſee them produce nothing; if they made all 
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things, who was it that put the knowledge of good 
and evil into this tree, that whoſo eateth of the 
fruit forthwith without their leave, attains know- 
ledge and wiſdom? And wherein lies the crime, 
that Man ſhould attain to knowledge this way? 

What hurt can your knowledge do him? Or what 
can this tree impart againſt his will, if every thing 
is his? Or is it envy? Then I aſk again, can envy 
dwell among Gods?——Thefe, and many other 
reaſons, prove the neceſlity you ſtand in of this fair 
fruit; then, fair Goddeſs ! gather it, and eat it 
freely. 

HERE he ended: and his words ſull of craft _ 
deceit, found too eaſy acceſs into her heart: ſhe 
fixed her eyes upon the fruit, and ſtood gazing; 
too ſtrong a temptation z and the ſound of his per- 
ſuaſive words yet was in her ear, which ſeemed to 
her full of reaſon and truth: noon approaching, 

which excited her-appetite, raiſed by the delicious 
l and favoury ſmell of that fruit; which occaſioned 
ber to look on it with longing eyes, and at length 
1 (being grown inclinable to touch and taſte) with 
deſire: yet pauſing a while, ſhe thus reaſoned with 
herſelf, 

I MAKE nodoubt thy virtues are great, thou belt 
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of fruits, and worthy to be held in admiration, tho' 
denied Max; whoſe taſte at once gave elocution 
to the mute, and taught the tongue that was not 


made for ſpeech, to ſpeak thy praiſe. He alſo, who 


forbids us thy uſe, does not conceal thy praiſe from 
us, calling thee the tree of knowledge, both of good 
and evil : then forbids us to taſte! but his forbid- 
ding only commends thee the more, while it ac» 


| knowledges the good thou wouldeſt communicate to 
us, and diſcovers to us what we want and are de- 


barred from: for the good that we do not know, 


ſurely we have not; or if we have and do not know 
it, it is juſt the ſame thing, as if we had it not at 


all. In plain words then, what he forbids us is 
knowledge; forbids us that which is good, forbids 
us to be wiſe? Such prohibitions are not binding. 
—But, if DEATH ſhould ſeize, and bind us aſter- 
wards, what profit ſhould we have from our inward 
ſreedom ? In the day that we eat of this fair fruit, 

our doom is, THAT WE SHALL DIE.—How does 
the ſerpent die? He has eat of it and lives, and 
knows, and ſpeaks, and reaſons, and diſcerns; tho? 
he was brutiſh till then. Was DEATH invented 
then only for us? Or was this intellectual food 
prohibited us, to be preſerved for the beaſts? Ves, 
for the beaſts it ſeems ! yet that one beaſt, which 
has taſted it firſt, he does not envy, but brings the 
good he has received with joy, in a friendly man- 
ner to MEN, without any deceit or guile. What 
am afraid of then? Or rather what do I know to 
fear under ſuch ignorance of good and evil, of Gop 
or DEATH, of law or penalty? Here grows the 
Cure of all, this divine fruit, beautiful to the eye, 
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| Inviting to the taſte, and whoſe virrue is, to make 
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thoſe who eat it wiſe! What hinders then, but that 
J gather it, and at once feed both body and mind? 
_ So faying, ſhe plucked the fruit and did eat, 


The whole earth felt the wound, and Nature ſigh- 


ing, through all her works, gave ſigus of woe that 
all was loſt. The guilty ſerpent flunk back again 
to the thicket; which he might very eaſily do, 
without being obſerved by her, for ſhe wholly 
intent upon her taſte, minded nothing elſe; it 
ſeemed to her that ſhe had never taſted fruit with 
ſuch delight till then, whether it were true, or that 
ſhe only fancied ſo, through her great expectation 
of high knowledge; nor was godhead from her 
thoughts and hopes. She eat greedily without re- 


ſtraint, and did not know that ſhe was eating 


Darn: At length ſatisfied, and her ſpirits lifted 
up as with wine, merry and gay, ſhe entertained 
herſelf with this pleaſing ſoliloquy : 

O SoveRE1GN tree, fu'l of virtue, and more 
precious than all the trees in PARADISE! bleſt in 
thy power to operate knowledge, til: now kept in 
obſcurity, and unknown; and thy fair fruit fuffer- 
ed to hang, as created for no purpoſe: but hence- 
forth my care ſhall be to attend thee early every 
morning, and eaſe thy burthen of thy precious fruit, 
which is freely offered to all; till by feeding on 
thee I grow ripe in knowledge, as the Gods who . 
know all things; though it appears by their con- 
duct, that they envy what they cannot give; for if 
the giſt had been theirs, it had never grown here, 
Experience next to knowledge I owe to thee, thou 
beſt guide ! for not following thee I had remained 
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in ignorance: thou apeneſt the way of wiſdom, and 
giveſt acceſs to her, though ſhe may retire in ſe- 


cret: perhaps I am in ſecret; heaven is a great way 


off, very high, and it is remote to ſee from thence 
diſtinctly every thing upon earth; and perhaps 


ſome other buſineſs may have diverted our great 


forbidder from his continual watch, ſafe with all 
his ſpies about him——But in what manner ſhalÞI 
behave to ADAM ! Shall I as yet make my change 
known to him, and let bim partake full happineſs 
with me? Or rather not do it, but keep the ſuperi- 
ority of knowledge in my own power without an e- 
qual partner ? and ſo make an addition of what is 

wanting in the female ſex, to draw his love the 
more, and render me more his equal; and perhaps 
ſometimes his ſuperior; for being inferior, who is 
free? This may do well. — But what if Gop has 
ſeen me, and DEATH ſhould follow? Then I ſhall 
be no more; and ADAM ſhall be wedded to a- 
nother Eve, and live enjoying happineſs with her, 
when I am dead: O it is DEeaTH to think of that! 
then I am confirmed in my reſolution, that ADñAN 
ſhall ſhare with me in happineſs or miſery: ſo dear- 
ly F love him, that I could endure all DeaTas 
with him, nor woo live any life without him. | 


L 6 


180 BARADISE LOST; OR, 


CHAP. w. BY 


Eve Wein of the fruit to Adam, he eats abs 
* there on them both. 


O ning, Eve turned from the tree, having 
firſt bowed low to it, as in reverence to the 
power that -dwelt within; who had infuſed into the 
plant what could communicate knowledge, and fit 
to be partook of by Gods. In the time of her ab- 
ſence Abu had wove a garland of the choiceſt 
flowers to adorn her hair, and crown ber, after her 
rural labour, as reapers are accuſtomed to do their 
harveſt queen: he promiſed great joy to himſelf, 
and new delight at her return, which was ſo long 
delayed; yet his heart foreboding ſomething ill, 
often miſgave bim, and he felt it fail him; ſo that 
he went forth to meet her in the way that ſhe took 
that morning, when they firſt parted. He could 
not pals any other way, but by the tree of know- 
| ledge, and there he met her juſt returning from it; 
in her hand ſhe had a bough of faireſt fruit with 
the down on it, juſt gathered, of beautiful appear- 
ance and ambroſial fragrancy. She haſted to him, 
and in her face ſeemed to carry an excuſe, and an 
apology for what was done; which with pleaſing 
words, of which ſhe always had great plenty at 
command, ſhe thus addreſſed him : 
| 1 HasT thou not wondered at my ſtay? I have 
1 miſſed thee, and thought it long, deprived of thy 
111 preſence; I have had ſuch anxiety of mind, ſuch 
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agony of love, whick I never felt before, nor ever 
will againz for I never more intend to try what 
pain there is in being abſent from thee. But 
ſtrange and wonderfu! to hear hath been the cauſe: 
this tree is not, as we have been told, dangerous to 
taſte of, nor communicating unknown evil; but of 
divine effect to open their eyes, and make them 
Gods, who taſte it, and ſuch it has been taſted; 
The wiſe ſerpent, (either not forbid like us, or elſe 
not obeying) he hath eaten of the fruit: and is not 
become dead, as we were threatened ; but inſtead. 
of that endued with human voice and ſenſe, rea- 
ſoning. to admiration ! and with ſuch perſuaſion 
bath ſo wrought and prevailed with me, that I have 
taſted too, and have found the effects to correſpond 
too with me; my eyes that were before dim, gro 
openet; my ſpirits dilated, my heart enlarged, and 
I growing up to godhead : which I chiefly ſought 
for thee, and can deſpiſe without thee 3 for happi- 
neſs. is only ſo to me, while thou haſt part; it 
would ſoon grow tedious and odious, if thou didſt 
not ſhare it with me: therefore-do thou taſte too, 
that the ſame lot may join us, equal joy, and equal 
love; leſt, if thou taſte not, difference of degree 
ſhould ſeparate us, and I too late ſhould renounce 
deity for thy ſake; when heaven will not allow, and 
comply with it. 

Taus Evs told her ſtory with a chearful 
countenance; but on her cheek diſtemper glowed. - 
ADAM, as ſoon as he heard of the fatal treſpaſs 
committed by Eve, ftood aſtoniſhed and con- 
founded, and a cold horror ran through all his 
veins and relaxed his joints, The garland he 
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had wreathed for Eve he let fall out of his hand, 
and ſhed all the faded roſes; he remained ſpeech- 
leſs and * al at length he broke ſilence, us 
ſaid; 

| 0 FAIREST. att of creation! the laſt and bet 
of all Gop's works! a creatute who excelled what- 
ever can be formed either to ſight or thought, of 
holy, divine, good, amiable, or ſweet * how art 
thou loft, how on a ſudden defaced and robbed of 
innocence, now devoted to DEATH! or rather how 
haſt thou yielded to tranſgreſs the ſtrict command, 
and to rob the ſacred forbidden tree! Some curſed 
fraud yet unknown, of onr enemy, hath beguiled 
thee, and with thee hath ruined me: For certain 
my reſolution is to die with thee } How can I live 
without thee! how can I forego thy converſation, 
ſweetened and endeared by love, to live again for- 
lorn and alone in theſe wild woods! Should Gop 
create another Eve, and I for that end part with 
another rib, yet the loſs of thee wonld ever remain 
at my heart! No, no + [feel the ties of nature bind 
me thou art bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh, 
and from thy condition mine fhall never be parted, 
be it happineſs or miſery ! 

Havind faid this to himſelf, as one after ſome 
fad trouble a little comforted, and ſubmitting, after 
diſturbed thoughts, to what ſeemed without remedy, 
m a calm, conſiderate, and melancholy manner he 
turned himfelf to Eve. 

O THOUGH TLESS Eve ! Thou haſt been 1 
of a very great crime; thou oughteſt not ſo much 
as to have coveted to look upon that tree, far leſs 
to have touched and caten it, as now you have in- 
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chrred the penalty of DEATH. But now re- 
proaches are uſclets, as it is impoffible to undo 
what thou haſt done. But probably thou ſhalt not 
die; for it may be perhaps the fact is not ſo hei- 

nous now, the fruit being taſted by che ſerpent be- 


fore, profaned by him, made common and unhallow- 
ed; it is not found deadly yet on him, he lives, 


and as thou-ſaidfſt, has gained a higher degree of | 


life as Man; a ſtrong inducement to us, as being 
likely to our taſting it, to find a proportionable 
effect; which cannot be, except we become Gods, 
angels or demi-gods. Nor can I think that Gon, 
though he has threatened it, will in earneft deſtroy 
us in ſuch a manner, who are the prime of all his 
creatures, dignified ſo high, and ſet over all his 
works; which as they were created for us, and made 
dependant on us, muſt needs fail in our fall: 80 
GoD ſhall uncreate his creation, be fruſtrated in 
his deſign, do and undo, and loſe his labour; who 
(though he had power to make a new creation) yet 
he would be loth to aboliſh us, leſt the enemy ſhould - 
triumph and ſay, „Their ſtate is very fickle that 
God favours moſt! Who can pleaſe him long? 
Me he ruined firſt, now ManxinD; whom 
will he ruin next?” Which would make Sa» 
TAN triumph. However, I have fixed my de» 
termination, and reſolve. to undergo the ſame fate 
as thee: If DEATH is to be thy portion, it ſhall be 
mine alſo: I feel the bond of nature within my 
heart, ſo forcibly drag me to my own part in thee; 
for what thou art ſhall be mine, our ſtate cannot be 
divided, we are one, one fleſb, and to loſe thee were 
to loſe my better ſelf, 


2 Og * - y I, - — 
BS . * + a r 
* 2 
Nn ͤ— 3 » _ _ 
TIE 


= / " Sa SS Lo 5 
r Canalo athon cant - — 


' 
4 * + I. ee 
x * * 2 


4 A 
1 
T . 


* 
2 >." "RO" 3 
hind 


— 


- 8 2 oct 
— $44 Br ( 
» * — . l , — — 8-4 "I ** r 
mY: Re IO REIIFNET eee n 
* 


U— U—E— — 
2 


5 , * 
— — * £ — 
4 i — $A 2 122 —— = 
hu * : _ 24 PR I _ = + do alltoh 2 - CEOS — _ —_ — ay — — 
— _ : — - py — oe > 2 — 2 — - - > > — — ty — 2 2 — DW — = — 
r — p ¾ , * fan mtr 5 a4 Aa, : $ — DDr — 
1 -4 23 * — ——— — - — - . . 
* 
. 


R 
SR . 


22 


N 


PARADISE LOST; OR, 


Tavs ſpoke ADam; and Evt made him this 


256 


k 


reply: O exceeding great and glorious trial of love, 


high example, unbounded for me to copy after! 
but how ſhall I, Apa u, being inferior in nature, 


- attain to thy perfection? From whoſe dear ſide 
| boaſt that I am ſprung, and gladly hear thee ſpeak 


of our union, that we both have but one heart and one 


ſoul, of which this day affords ſufficient proof; de- 


claring thee reſolved, rather than DEATH, or any 
thing more dreadful than DEATH, ſhall ſeparate 
us (who are linked together in ſuch dear love) to 
undergo with me one guilt and one crime (if it be 
any crime) of taſting this fair fruit, whoſe virtue 


hath preſented this happy trial of thy love; which 


otherwiſe had never been known ſo eminently. If 
I thought DzaTH would be the conſequence if this 


my attempt, I would ſuffer the worſt alone, and 


rather die forſaken of thee, than tie thee to me with 
an action, that might afterwards give thee ſorrow; 
chiefly having ſo remarkable and late an aſſurance 
of thy true, faithful, and unparalleled love. But 
I feel the event far-otherwiſe ; not DEA TER, but 
life augmented ; new hopes, new joys, and new 
knowledge: So divine a taſte has touched my ſenſe, 
that-every thing that was ſweet before, ſeems flat 
and hacth to this. Taſte freely, Adam, on my ex- 
perience, and deliver all fear of DRATE to the 


winds! 


So ſaying, ſhe embraced him, and wept tenderly 
for joy; much rejoiced that he had raiſed his love 
to ſuch a noble height, as to incur divine diſpleaſure 
or DEATH for her ſake. In recompence for ſuch 
a finful compliance, {he gave him with a plentiful 
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hand from the bough of that fair enticing tree: He 


cat without ſcruple againſt his bettet knowledge; 


not deceived in the leaſt, but fondly overcome with 


female charms and enticements. The earth trem- 


bled, as it had done before when Eve eat, and Nature 
gave a ſecond groan; the ſky lowered, it thunderxd, 
and ſome drops fell at the compleating of this mortal 
original ſin; while Aba kept eating his fill, and 
took no thought; neither was Eve afraid to commit 
her former crime again, the more to ſooth him 
with her beloved ſociety; that now both being in- 
toxicated, as it were with new wine, they become 
* full of mirth, and imagine that they ſeel 
divinity within them, producing that which would 
make them ſcorn the earth. But that falſe fruit 
produced a quite different effect, enflaming them 
with carnal defire; ADAM began to caſt lafcivious 
eyes upon Eve, which glances ſhe as wantonly re- 
paid; till they burnt to the ſinful paſſion of luſt 
and Aram thus began to flatter Eve : ; 
Now Eve | I obſerve that thou art of an exact 
and elegant taſte, which is no ſmall part of wiſdom; 
ſince we apply all different taſtes to the judgment 
of the palate, which if nice, we ſay is judicious; ſo 
well haſt thou made proviſion for this day, that I 
yield the praiſe to thee. We have loſt a great deal 
of pleaſure, while we abftained from this delightful 
fruit, nor till now have known the true rcliſh- of 
taſte; If there be ſuch a pleaſure, in things for- 
bidden us, it might be wiſhed that for this one tree 
we had been forbidden ten. But come! now we are 
ſo well refreſhed, let us ſeek ſuch paſtime as cannot 
but be agreeable after ſuch delicious fare; for never 
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ſinee the day I ſaw thee firſt, and weddedthee adorned 
with all perfection, did thy beauty ſo inflame my 


ſenſe with deſite to enjoy thee: Thou ſeemeſt mote 
beautiſul to me now than ever; all which is Ping 
to the virtue of this tree. 

Hx ſaid thus, and did not — wanton Ban 
amorous motions; which were well underſtood by 
Eve, whoſe eye darted the contagious fire of luſt. 
He ſeized her hand (ſhe being deſirous) to go to a 
ſhady bank, covered oyer-head with thick branches; 
their bed was of various flowers : "There they took 
their fill of love and play, the ſeal of their mutual 
guilt, and the ſolace of their fin; till dewy fleep 
oppreſſed them, wearied with their amorous play. 

As ſoon as the force of that fallacious fruit was 
exhaled, that with exbilirating vapour had played 
about their ſpirits, and led their inmoſt powers in- 
to error; and groſſer ſleep, bred of unkindly fumes, 
and incumbered with conſcious dreams, had now 


left them; they roſe up, not refreſhed, but weary, 


as if they had not ſlept; and each viewing the other, 
ſoon found how their eyes were opened, and their 
minds how darkened! Innocence, that like a veil 
had: ſhadowed them from knowing evil, was gone; 
juſt-confidence, native righteouſneſs, and honour, 
were gone from about them, and they were left 
naked to guilty ſhame. Apa covered himſelf, 
but his covering was ſtill more ſhame : So 10ſfe 
SAMSON from the lap of DAL1LAH, that harlot he 


bad taken from among the PaLItsTINEsS, and 


waked deprived of his ſtrength ; ſo ADamand EVER 
waked, deſtitute and bare of all their virtue: They 
lat a long time confounded, as though they had 


been ſtruck dumb; till Anam, though no leſs 
aſhamed than Eve, at length broke filence : * 
O Evel in an evil hour thou gaveſt ear to that 
falſe ſerpent, whoever thought him to counterfeit. 
Man's voice; the truth being that we are fallen, 
but our promiſed exaltation falſe: Since we find 
that indeed our eyes are opened, and that we know 
both good and evil! Good loft! and evil got! 
A very bad fruit of knowledge indeed, if 
this be to know; and which leaves us naked in its 
place, void of honour, innocence, faith and purity, 
our uſual ornaments, now all defiled and ſtained? 
and evident in our faces the ſigns of foul coucupt- 
ſcence; whenee comes abundance of evil, eren 
ſhame, the greateſt of evil; and be aſſured many 
leffer will attend. How ſhall I henceforth: 
behold the face of Gop, or any of the angels, ſo 
oſten ſeen heretofore with joy and rapture? Thoſe 
_ heayenly ſhapes will now dazzle me with the blaze 
of their brightneſs, which I am no longer able to 
bear. O! that I might live ſavage here in ſolitude, 
hid in ſome thick ſhade, not to be penetrated by the 
light of the ſun or ſtars; where higheſt trees ſpread 
their broad ſhades, and darken the night! Cover 
me, ye pines! Hide me, ye cedars! with innume- 
rable boughs, where I may never ſee Gop or an- 
gel more! But let us, in this bad condition we 
are in, contrive what may beſt ſerve for the preſent, 
to hide thoſe parts of ours each from the other, that 
are unſeemlieſt, and ſeem moſt obnoxious to ſhame : 
let us find ſome tree, whoſe broad ſmooth leaves 
Joined together, and girded .upon the loins, may 
cover thoſe middle parts; that this new comes 
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SHAME may not continually approach us as un- 


clean. 
Apa adviſed thus, and they both went- to- 


gether into the thickeſt wood; there they ſoon 

choſe a fig-tree; not that which is eſteemed for 
fruit, but ſuch as at this day, known to the Ix- 
DIANS in MALABAR, or DECAN, ſpreads branch. 
ing ſo broad and long, that the bended twigs take 
root in the ground, and grow round about the body 
of the tree, from whence they firſt ſhot forth; which 
makes a ſhade like rows of pillars arched high o- 
ver, and having walks between; there the Inv1an 


- herdimen often ſhunning the heat ſhelter them- 


ſelves, and tend their herds as they feed, cutting a 
paſſage through the thick ſhade. The leaves of 
thoſe trees they gathered, which were very broad, 
and with what ſkill they had, ſewed them together, 


to cover their middles. Vain covering, if deſigned 


to hide their guilt, and the ſhame that they dread- 
ed! O how unlike to their firſt naked glory! Juſt 


ſo CoLuUumMBus found the AMERICANS, only girt 


round with feathers; who elſe were naked among 
the trees, on iſlands, or by the ſea - ſnore. Anan' 
and Eve having made theſe aprons, and as they 
thought in part covered their ſhame, were never 
theleſs not at reſt or eaſe in their minds, but they 
fat them down to weep. Not only tears fell from 
their eyes, but high ſtorms began to riſe within, 
high paſſions, anger, hate, miſtruſt, ſuſpicion, and 
diſcord, which diſturbed the inward ſtate of their 
minds, that once were quite calm and full of peace, 


now reſtleſs and. turbulent; for the underſtanding 


ruled no longer, nor did the will take it any long» 
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er for a guide, but was in ſubjection now to ſenſual 
appetite, whouſurping, claimed a ſuperior ſway over 


ſovereign reaſon. Abbau, from a breaſt thus 
diſtempered, eſtranged in look, and in a different 
tile, ſpoke thus to Eve: 


I vis thou hadſt liſtened to whe 1 ſaid, and | 
ſtaid with me as I deſired thee, when that ſtrange 
defire of wandering, that unhappy morning, I know 
not whence, poſſeſſed thee, we had then remained 
happy ſtill; not as we are now, robbed of all our 
good, ſhamed, naked, miſerable— Let none hence- 


forth require any other proof than what is revealed, 


to fix them in their obedience, but conclude what 


ever they begin to doubt, it is one ſtep towards the 


committing the crime they ought to ſhun. ADA uꝰs 
laying the blame upon Eve ſoon made her retort 


upon him. 


Ap, thou art too ſevere. Wilt thou impute 


that to my fault, or defire of wandering, which, 


who knows, might have happened as bad if thou 
hadſt been there, or perhaps have happened to thee, 
hadſt thou been there, or had the attempt been made 
here? Thou thyſelf couldſt not have diſcerned 
any fraud in the ſerpent, ſpeaking as he ſpake ; there 
was no ground of enmity known between us, why 
ſhould he mean me any ill, or do me any harm? 
What, was I never then to have parted from thy 
fide! As well I might have grown there ſtill one 


of thy ribs, and lifeleſs! Being as I am, and thou 


the bead, why didft not thou abſolutely command 
me not to go, eſpecially going into ſuch danger as 


thou IE rr 10 wert too _y _ and didſt 
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not greatly oppoſe me; nay, thou didſt permit me 
to go, approve of my going, and diſmiſſed me fairly: 
Hadſt thou been firm and fixed (as thou oughteft to 
have been) in keeping me back, then had not I 
tranſgreſſed, nor thou with me joined in the 
tranſgreſſon. 
Ana being now for the firſt time angry, re- 
plied: Is this thy love, and this the recompence of 
mine to thee? Doſt thou thus upbraid me for 
violence of affection for thee? Ungrateful Eve, it 
is thou that wert Joſt, and not me; I could have 
enjoyed immortal happineſs without thee, yet wil- 
lingly choſe DeaTH rather than to be parted from 
thee; and now thou upbraideſt me as the occaſion 
of thy tranſgreſſion; thou telleſt me I ſhould hare 
exerted my authority, and kept thee back, not alloy- 
ing thee the uſe of thy own free will. I ownl 
- thought thee more perfect than i have found thee, 
but 1 ſee my error now when it is too late; and nov 
- inſtead of confeſſing thy fault, thou art become my 
accuſer; and thus ſhall it happen to every Man 
who puts too much confidence in a Wo MAN, and 
lets her rule; for ſhe will not be counſelled or al- 
viſed, and when ſhe tranſgreſſes blames her huſband 
for too much indulgence... Thus they ſpent their 
hours in accuſing and condemning each other. 


THE'-END OF. THE NINTH BOOK. 
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PARADISE, LOST. 


BOOK TENTH 


Tu ARGU MENT. 


Man's tranſgrefſion known, the guardian angels for- 
ſake Paradiſe, and returning up to heaven are 
approved of, God declaring that the entrance of 
Satan could not be by them prevented. He ſends 
his Son to judge the tranſgreſſors ; who deſcends, 
and gives ſentence accordingly; in pity cloaths 
them both, and re-aſcends. Sin and Death ſit- 
ting till then at the gates of hell, by wondrous 
ſympathy, feeling the ſucceſs of Satan in this neu 

© "world; and the fin by Man there committed, reſbl- 
ved to fit no longer in hell, but to follow Satan 

their father up tothe place of Man ; to make the 

way eafy from hell to this world te and fro, they 
_ pave a broad highway or bridge aver. Chaos,. ac- 
cording to the track that Satan firft-made; then 
preparing for earth, they meet him, proud of ſuc 
ceſrypeturning to hell: their mutual gratulation : 
Sat aꝶ arrives at Pandemonium, in full affembly 
| relaißz with boafting his ſucceſs againſt Man; in- 
| fead * l. is entertained with a general 


— 
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hifs by all his audience, transformed, with him al. 
fo, ſuddenly into ſerpents, accerding te his dem 


given in Paradiſe: then deluded with a ſhow. of 
the forbidden tree ſpringing up before them, they 
greedily reaching to taſte of the fruit, chew duſt 
and bitter aſhes. The proceedings of Sin and 
Death God foretells the final victory of his Jon 
over them, and the renewing of all things ; but 
far the preſent commands his angels to make ſeve- 
ral alterations in the heavens and elements. 4. 
dam more and more perceiving his fallen condition 

| heavily bewails; rejeFts the condolement of Eve; 
be perſiſts, and at length appeaſes him; then to 
evade the curſe likely to fall on their offspring, 
| Propoſes | to Adam violent ways, which he approves 
not: but, conceiving better hope, puts her in mind 
_ of the late promiſe, that her ſeed ſbould be reven- 
ged on the ſerpent ; and exharts her with him to 
feek peace of the offended Deity, by $1 nd 

and ſupplication. 
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tion of BA TAN, which he had done in PA- 


RADISE, was known in heaven, and how he hav- 


ing poſſeſſed the ſerpent had perverted Eye, and 
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flie her hnſband; to taſte of the fatal forbidden 
fruit: for what can eſcape the eye of Gop, Who 
ſees every thing, or deceive him who knows all 
things? Who juſt and wiſe in all his ways, did 


not hinder S4 TAN from attempting to corrupt the 


mind of Man, who was armed with free will and 
ſtrength, eompleatly ſufficient to have diſcovered | 
and repulſed all ſtratagems whatever, either of foe 
or pretended friend : for ſtill they knew, and ought 
ever to have remembered the high injunCtion, not 
to taſte of that fruit whoever tempted themz which 
they not obeying, incurred (and what could they do 
leſs?) the penalty ; and baving in that one fin com- 
mittedrebellion, diſobedience, pride, ſenſuality, and 
ingratitude, they deſerved to fall, 

Tux angels, whoſe charge it was to guard Pa- 
RADISE, aſcended from ' thence in haſte up into 
heaven ſilent and ſorrowful.for Max; for by this 
time they knew his fallen ſtate, much wondering 
how the ſubtle fiend had found entrance into Pa- 
RADISE unſeen. As ſoon as the unweloome news 
arrived from earth to the gates of heaven, all were 
diſpleaſed 'who heard it: that time dim ' ſadneſs 
did not ſpare heavenly faces; yet, as it was 
mixed with pity, it did not leſſen their bliſs. The 
angels crouded about thoſe who were juſt arrived 
from earth, to hear and know how every thing be- 


fel: they made haſte towards the ſupreme throne, 


to give the account, and made appeat with juſt plea 
their utmoſt' diligente, which was well approved 
of when the moſt high eternal FaTHER uttered 


1 voice this in thunder, from amidſt his lecret 
cloud. 


NM 
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| Tx aſſembled angels, and powers returned, from 


| your unſucceſsful charge! do not be diſmayed nor 


troubled at theſe bad tidings from, the earth, which 
could not be prevented by your ſincereſt care, you 
being lately foretold what would come to paſs, when 
firſt 84 T AN croſſed the gulph from hell. I told 
ye then, that he ſhould prevail, and ſucceed in his 
bad purpoſe; that Man ſhould be ſeduced and flat- 
tered out of all, by reaſon of his believing. lies a- 
gainſt his Mak ER; no decree of time concur: 
ring to neceſſitate his fall, or in the leaſt have any 
impulſe upon his free-will, which was left in even 
balance to its own inclination : but he is fallen; 
and now what remaius, but that the mortal ſentence 
ſhould paſs on his tranſgreſſion ?- Darn 
was threatened to be inflicted on bim the day, that 
he tranſgreſſed, which he already preſumes vain and 
void, becauſe yet not inflicted (as he was afraid) by 
ſome immediate ſtroke; but he ſoon ſhall find, be- 
fore day is finiſhed, that forbearance is no ac- 


- quittance: juſtice ſhall not return ſcorned, as boun- 


ty. But whom do I ſend to judge them? Wbom 
but thee, my Son and vicegerent? To thee I have 
made over all judgment, whether in heaven, orearth, 
ar hell. It may ealily be ſeen, that I intend mercy 
to be companion with juſtice, when I ſend thee, the 


friend of Max, his mediator, his deſigned and vo- 
luntary ranſom and redeemer, (who is to take upon 


himſelf the nature of a Ma x) to judge fallen Max. 

80 ſpake the almighty. FaTHER; and unfolding 
his bright glory towards the right hand, ſhone forth 
his whole deity on his Sox; in whom that glory 
which in the FATHER was inviſible, was exprels 
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F 2nd manifeſt ; and who divinely gave this mild 
4 anſwer. SY 


ETERNAL wakes it is FIN who art to make 


ou, 
4 decrees; it is my part, both in heaven and earth, 
14 toobeythy ſupreme will; that thou in me, thy beloved 
bis Sox, mayeſt always be well pleaſed. I go to judge 
thoſe, who have trauſgreſſed thy law on earth; 
at» 8 / 5 


but thou knoweſt, whoever is judged, the worſt 
mult light upon me, in the fullneſs of time; for 
. ſo I undertook before thee, and now not repenting, 

7 obtain this of right, that Imay mitigate their doom, 


4 which is to fall on me: yet I ſhall ſo temper juſtice 
7 with mercy, as may fhew them both to be fully 
I fatisfied, and appeaſe thee. There will be no need 
1 of attendance or train, where none are to behold 
10 the judgment, but thoſe two who are to be judged: 


5 Sa rAx convicted by flight, and rebel to all law, 
/ is beſt condemned when abſent: for conviction 
does not belong to the ſerpent, 

Tavs ſaying, he roſe from his radiant feat of 
glory, high and equal to the Farytr: THRRONES 
and PowERs, PRINCEDOMS and DOMINATIONS 


miniſtering to him, accompanied him to the gates 
of heaven; from whence EDER and all the coaſt 
lay in proſpect : ſtrait he deſcended down: (the 
ſpeed of gods cannot be meaſured by time, though 
it may be thought to move ever ſo ſwiftly). Now. 
the ſun was deſcending toward the weſt, after noon, 
and gentle breezes, at their due hour, roſe to cool 


g | 
: and refreſh the earth, and bring on the evening; 
x when he, his wrath more aſſwaged, came both the 
6 mild judge and interceſſor, to paſs ſentence upon 


Max. Apa and Evz heard the voice of the 
M 2a. 
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LorD Go, walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, brought to their ears by ſoft winds; they 
heard and hid themſelves from his preſence among 
the thickeſt trees in the garden, both man and wife; 
till Gop approaching, thus called aloud to ADA: 

ADamM! where art thou? thou wert uſed to 
meet my coming with joy, and ſee me far off; I 
am not pleaſed that I miſs thee here, and am en- 
tertained with ſolitude, where (as it was obviouſly 
thy duty) thou-uſed to appear before me uncalled 
for: or do I come leſs conſpicuous? Or what 
change in thee cauſes thy abſence? Or what 
chance detains thee Come forth | 

AT that call he came forth, and Eve with him, 
more unwilling than he, though-ſhe had been the 
firſt to offend; they were both in a ſtate of dif- 
compoſure, and out of countenance: there was no 
love in their looks, either to GoD or one another; 
but apparent guilt, ſhame, perturbation, deſpair, 
anger, obſtinacy, hate and guile; when ADA, 
aſter faultering a great while, thus briefly an- 
ſwered: | 

I AuEARD thee in the garden, and I was afraid; 
becauſe I was naked, and hid myſelf. —To 
whom. the gracious Judge, without reproach, made 
anſwer. Thou haſt often heard my voice and haſt 
not been afraid, but always rejoiced ; how is it be- 
come no ſo dreadful to thee? Who hath told thee 
that thou art naked? Haſt thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that thou ſhouldſt not eat? 
TO ͤ whom Apa, ſorely beſet, replied: O 
heaven! in ſad difficulty I ſtand this day before my 
judge; eithet to undergo the total puniſhment of 
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the crime. myſelf, or elſe to accuſe my other ſelf, 
ſhe who is the partner of my life; whoſe failings, 
while ſhe remains faithful to me, I ſhould conceal, 
and not expoſe to blame by my complaint, But 
| ſtrict. neceſſity and calamitous reſtraint overcome 
| me, leſt both fin and puniſhment, however in- 

[ ſupportable they may be, fall wholly upon my 

head; though ſhould I be ſilent, thou wouldeſt 

: iy diſcover - what I concealed —This wo- 

man, whom thou madeſt to be my help, and gaveſt 

to me as thy perfect gift, ſo good, ſo fit, ſo ac- 
ceptable, fo divine, that from her hand I couldmot 
expect any ill; and what ſhe did, let it in itſelf 

. be what it would, her very doing it ſeemed to 

, juſtify-the deed; ſhe gave me of the tree,—and 1 

x did eat! 

; To whom. the ſovereign preſence of the Sox of 
Gop made this reply: Was ſhe thy ged? Or 
was ſhe made thy guide or ſuperior? Nay, was ſhe 
made equal to thee? that thou ſhouldeſt reſign thy 
manhood to her, and the place where Gop had ſet 
thee above her, who was made of thee and for thee : 

thy perfection far excelled her's in all real dignity: 
ſhe indeed was adorned with much beauty, and 


* 
n amiable to attract thy love, not thy ſubjection; and 
: her gifts were ſuch as appeared well under govern- 
* ment, but unſeemly to bear rule; whieh-was thy 
F part, hadſt thou known thyſelf as thou oughteſt to 
have done. Having ſaid: thus, he ſpoke to Evk in 

2. I few words, ſaying, Woman, what is this which thou 
5 haſt done? To hom ſad Ev R, almoſt overwhelmed 
7 with ſhame, ſoon confeſſing, yet not bold or talk- 
f muire before her judge, thus replied with dowu- 
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| eaſt looks: The ſerpent beguiled me. —— and I did. 
eat! 

Wurcn when the Lend Gos heard, he pro- 
ceeded without delay to give judgment on the ac- 
curſed ſerpent, who for want of underſtanding and 
ſpeech, was not able to transfer the blame from him- 
ſelf to Sa AN, who had made him an inſtrument for 
miſchief, and polluted him from the end of his cre- 
ation; who was then juſtly accurſed, as being vitiated 
in nature. To know more did not concern Max, 
nor alter his offence ; yet Gop at laſt applied his 
doom to SATAN, though in myſterious terms as he 
then judged' beſt, and thus let his curſe fall upon 
the ſerpent: 

Becavse thou haſt done this thou art accurſed 
above all cattle, and above every beaſt of the field; 
upon thy belly ſhalt thou go, and duſt ſhalt thou 
eat alk the days of thy life: I will put enmity: be- 
tween thee and the Woman, and between thy ſeed 
and her ſeed; it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou 
ſhalt bruiſe his heel. 
$0 ſpoke this oracle, which was verified and ac- 
compliſhed, when Jesvus, the fon of Marr, (who 
is the ſecond Eves) ſaw SATAN the prince of the 
air, fall down from heaven like lightning; then 
riſing from his grave, having ſoiled principalities 
and powers, he made a ſhow of them openly, 
triumphing over them, and with bright aſcenſion 
led captivity captive through the air, the very realm 
ſo long uſurped by Sa TAN, whom he ſhall tread at 
laſt under our feet; even he, whoat this time fore- 
told his fatal bruiſe; and to the aromas he = 
ſentence thus: 
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I'wILL greatly muttiply thy ſorrow by thy con» 


ception; in ſorrow ſhalt thou bring forth children; 


, uvto thy husband's will thine thall ſubmit, for he 
ſhall rule over thee. 

- LasTLY upon Apa he thits pronounced judg- 
ment : Becauſe thou haft hearkned to the voice of 
thy wiſe, and haſt eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt not eat of it, 
curſt be the ground for thy ſake; in ſorrow ſhalt 


thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns alſo - 


and thiſtles it ſhall bring forth to thee, and thou 
ſhalt eat of the herb of the field. In the ſweat of 
thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground, for thou waſt taken out of the ground; 
duſt thou act, and unto duſt thou ſhalt return a- 
gain. | 3 

So he judged. Man, being ſent both judge 
and ſaviour, and put far off the preſent ſentence of 
DEATH, which was pronounced on that day: then 
pitying them, to ſee how they ſtood before him, 
expoſed to the naked air: (that now was likewiſe 
about to ſuffer change) he did not diſdain, thence- 
forth, to aſſume the form of a ſervant; as when he 


waſhed his ſervant's feet; ſo now, as the father of 


his family, he covered their nakedneſs with ſkins 
of beaſts; which either had ſlain one another, (as 
fine the fall they began to do) or elſe were ſuch 
as had been ſhed by ſnakes, or ſuch creatures as 
change their old ſkins for new ones, and did not 


think much to cloath his enemies; nor did he only 


cloath their nakedneſs with the, ſkins: of beaſts, but 

arraying their inward nakedneſs (which was much 

more ſhameful (with his robe of righteouſneſs, co- 
| M 4 
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vered it from the fight of his FaTHErR. With 
ſwift aſcent he returned up to bim, into his bliſsful 
boſom, ſitting in glory as of old; and to the om- 
niſcient FATHER, now appeaſed, recounted all that 
had paſſed with Mer, mixing ſweet interceſſion, 


CHAP. H. 


Lin and Death make a bridge over Chaot, and travel 
from hell to earth : Satan arrives at Pandems- 
nium, and i in full afembly relates his ſucceſs again 
Man. 


"EAN while, before Aram and Eve had 
ſinned, and had ſentence paſſed on them on 
earth, Six and DEATH fat within the gates of hell 
on either fide, oppoſite to each other; the gates 
fince Saran paſſed through had ſtood wide open, 
belching outragious flames inte the Cndos, Sin 
having opened them; who now chus began to fay 
to DEATH: 

O son! why do we ſit here idly viewing each 
other, while our great author SATAN thrives in 
other worlds, and provides a happier ſeat for us his 
dear offspring? It cannot be otherwife, than that 
ſucceſs attends him: had he met with misfortune, 
he had returned before this time, furiouſly driven 
by the miniſters of vengeance; ſince no place can 
be ſo fit for his puniſhment or their revenge, as this 
is. Methinks T feel new ſtrength riſe within me, 
wings growing, and large dominion given me be- 


— 


flying, againſt the day of battle, where armies lie 
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yond this deep hell; whatever it be that draws me 
on, or whether it be ſympathy, or the force of ſome 
natural power, to unite things of- like nature at 
the greateſt diftance, by fecret attraction and con- 
veyance. Thou who art my fhadow, and inſepata- 
ble from me, muſt go along with me, for there is 
no power that can ſeparate DSA TH from Six. 
But, leſt perchance the difficulty of paſſing back + 
keeps him from returning over this gulph, through 
which there is no paſſage, let us try (a difficult 


piece of work! yet not improper for thee and me, 


nor ill ſuited to our power) to make a path over the 


abyſs from hell to that new world, where SA TAN 


has now got footing; a moment of high merit to 
all the infernal hoſt, making their paſſage eaſy, 


backward and forward from hence, or for them to 


quit hell once for all, which of theſe ſhall happen 


to be their lot: nor can I miſs the way, finding 


myſelf ſo ſtrongly drawn by inſtinct, and this new 
felt atttaction. 

To whom the meagre ſhadow, Darn, ſoon 
gave anſwer: Go, whither fate and ſtrong inclination 
lead thee on; I ſhall not lag behind, nor miſs 
the way, thou being my guide; I draw ſuch a ſcent 
of mortality, prey innumerable? and taſte the ſa- 
your of DAH from all things that lie there: nor 
thall I be wanting to the work thou art taking in 
hand, but give all the aſſiſtance that lies in my 
power. And fo. ſaying, he ſnuffed with great 
delight the ſmell of the mortal change upon earth: 
as when a flock of ravenous. birds of prey come 


2 though from the diſtance of many a 
A5 
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league, drawn by the ſcent of living carcaſſes, . 
ed for DREATER the next day in bloody war: ſo the 
grim king of terrors ſnuffed and turned up his no- 
ſtrils into the tainted air, fmelling his prey from 
afar. Then both he and Sin flew different ways 
from out the gates of hell, into the waſte, wild, 
and confuſed Cnaos, damp and dark, and with 
power (for their power was great) hovering upon 
the waters, drove, crouded together, (as if it were 
toſſed up and down in a raging ſea) all that they 
met with, ſolid or ſlimy, driving it in ſhoals on 
each ſide, towards the mouth of hell: as when two 
polar winds, blowing adverſe upon the CRonian 


| ſea, drive together mountains of ice, that ſtop the 


imagined way beyond PETSORA'ecaſtward to the 


rich coaſt of Ca THAT, DeaTH ſmote what they 


had gathered together with his petrifying mace, 
and fixed it as firm as DEL os now is fixed, which 
was ſaid once to have floated; the reſt the vigour 


of his looks bound: they faſtened all with flime 


broad as the gate, and deep as the bottom of hell, 
and built an immenſe and high arched pile over 
the foaming deep; a bridge of prodigious length, 
joining to the wall of this world, now defenceleſs 
and - forfeited to DEATH: from hence making a 


broad, eaſy, inoffenſive paſſage down to hell: 


ſo (if great things may be compared to ſmall) 
XERXES, to bring under ſubjection the liberty of 


GREECE, came from the royal palace of Sus to 


the ſea, and making a bridge over the HeLLEs- 
PONT, joined EUROPE to As14a; of whom it was 
ſaid, that he ſcourged the waves, becauſe Wan! broke | 


down his bridge. 0 s 
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Now DeaTH and Stn had brought the work 
(by wondrous art, ſuperiot to any we know) to 
the outſide of this round world; it was a ridge of 
pendent rock, which they had drawn over the CHAos, 
following the track of Saran, to the ſelf ſame 
place where he firft lightedaad landed: They made 
all faſt with pins and chains of adamant; too faſt 
and too durable they made it! and now in little 
ſpace the confines of heaven and of this world met; 

and on the left hand hell interpoſed with a long tract 
between: three ſeveral ways in ſight led to theſe 
three places. And now they had diſcovered the 
opening that led to the earth, where Sa rAN had 
entered; and tending firſt their way to PARADISE, 
they beheld him in the likeneſs of a bright angel, 
between the CENTAUR and the ScoRP10N, ſteer- 
ing upwards among innumerable ' conſtellations, 
and the ſun riſing in AriEs. He came in diſguiſe, 
but Sry and DeaTH ſoon diſcerned their parent 
through it. He, after he had ſeduced Eve, ſlunk 
without being taken notice of into the neighbouring 
wood; and changing his ſhape, to obſerve the 
ſequel, ſaw his deceitful act ſeconded by Eve, . 
(though ſhe knew nothing of the miſchief ſhe 
vas about upon her husband:) He ſaw their ſhame 
and that they had ſought vain coverings to hide 
it; but when he ſaw the Sox of Gop coming 
from heaven to judge them, terrified at that, he 
fled, not hoping by that means to eſcape, but only 
to ſhun the preſent puniſnment; fearing (knowing 
himſelf to be guilty) what Gop's wrath might in- 
flict: that paſt, he returned by night, and liſtning, 
where the unhappy couple fat in their ſad diſcoutſe, 
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and various complaints, thence. gathered-be, know- 
| ledge of his own doom; which. underſtaning not 
inſtantly to be inflicted, but in future time, he no 
returned to hell full of joy, and fraugbt with good 
-tidings; and at the brink of Caaos, near the foot 
of this new wonderful bridge, he met, (not baping 
nor expeCting) his dear offspring, who were come 
to meet him; there was great joy at their inter- 
view, and it increaſed at fight of that ſtupendous 
paſſage, which they had made. He ſtood long in 
admiration, till SIN, his fair enchanting daughter, 
thus broke the ſilence: _ 
O FaTutR! theſe, are thy great deeds, theſe 
ate thy trophies? which thou -viewelt as if they 
were not thy own ; thou aft their author and firſt 
architect; for I no ſooner divined in my heart 
(which by a ſecret harmony ſtill moves with thine, 
joined in a ſweet connection) that thou hadſt pref- | 
pered on earth, which thy looks now allo: bear | 
witneſs to, but ſtrait I felt (though the diſtance of | 
worlds was betwixt us) that I muſt follow thee, with 
this thy Sox; for fate, and the neceſſary con- 
fequence of things, will far every unite A three : 
Hell could no longer hold us, nor this obſcure, 
vnpaſſable gulph detain us from following thy al- | 
luſtrioas track. Thou haſt atchieved our liberty | 
at laſt, though till now we have been canfined 
within the gates of hell: Thou baſt given us 
power thus fat to fortify the dark abyſa. and to lay 
over it this wondrous and portentous bridge. This 
warld is now all thine; thy virtuę has won what 
thy hands did not make: Thy wiſdom bas gained 
with odds, what war bad loſt, and fully avenged us 
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for the loſs that we ſuſtained in heaven: Here 
thou ſhalt reign. monarch; there thou didſt not: 


There let him ſtill bear ſway, the conquerot, as 
battle hath adjudged him; retiting from this new 


world, which is now alienated from him by his 
own ſentence:: Aud let him beneeforth only di- 
vide with thee the monarchy of all things, parted 
by the bounds of heaven, which is his dominion, 
from this orbicular world, which is now thine; or 
let him try another battle with thee, now * 
more dangerous to his throne. 


To whom the prince of darkneſs made this - 


glad anſwer: Fair daughter! and thou who art at 


the ſame time my ſon and grand- child! you have 
given bigh proof that ye are of the race of Sa TAN, 


(for I. glory in the name, which declares me the 
antagoniſt of the almigbiy King of heaven) and 
merit great praiſe from me, and all the infernal 
empire; that ſo near heaven have, with this glo- 


tious work and triumphal act, met me come tri- 
umphal from my glorious act, and have made this 


world and hell one realm, (and made it ours) one 
continent of eaſy thoroughfare. Therefore while 
J with. eaſe deſcend through darkneſs, over the 
road which ye have made, to my aſſociate powers, 
to acquaint them with what hath happened, and 


to rejoice with them; do you two this way, among 


theſe numerous orbs {which are all yours) deſcend 
rigbt down to PARADISE ; Dwell there, and 


reign in happineſs, and thence exerciſe dominion 
an the earth and in the air, but chiefly upon Max, 
who bas been declared lord of all; make him farſt 
Jour fave and priſoner, and laſtly kill him. I 
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ſend ye my ſubſtitutes, and create ye my plenipo- 
tentiaries on earth, having matchleſs and full 


power iſſuing from me: All my hold ef this new 
kingdom depends entirely upon your joint ſtrength; 
it lying, through my craft and management, now 
expoſed to DR ATE through Sin. If your united 
power does but prevail, the affairs of hell need fear 
no detriment; therefore go, and be ſtrong in evil. 
SAYING this, he diſmiſſed them, and they with 
ſpeed held their courſe through the thickeſt of the 
conſtellations, every where ſpreading their bane : 
The blaſted Rars looked pale, and planets under 
evil influence then ſuffered real eclipſe. SaTan 


went the other way, down the cauſeway to the 


gate of hell: On either fide, CHAOS (over whoſe 
realm Sin and DEaTH had built the bridge) beat 
with rebounding ſurge againſt its foundation, 
which it could not remove. 'SaTaN paſſed 
through the gate, that was wide open and unguard- 
ed, and found the place deſerted ;' for thoſe who 
were appointed and uſed to fit there, had (as has 
been ſaid) left their charge, and flown to the up- 
per world: The reft were all retired farther with- 
in, about the walls of PanDMoNn1UMm,' the city 
and proud ſeat of Luctyer : (S4aTAN having 


been called ſo by alluſion, being compared to that 


bright ſtar.) There the legions kept their watch, 
while the chiefs ſat in council, ſolicitous what ac- 
cident might inrerceptthe return of their ſent em- 
peror ; for ſo when he departed he gave command; 


and they obſerved it: As when the TxrTAR re- 


tires from bis foe the RusstAx by As TRACAN, 
ever the ſnowy plains; or the Sorny of PRRSIA 
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retiring from the Turxs, leaves all waſte beyond 
the realm Al ADV E in his retreat to''Tavunrs, 
or CasBIN : So theſe, the hoſt lately baniſhed 
from heaven, - left the outermoſt parts of hell de- 
ſerted many a dark leagne, being reduced in care- 
ful watch round their ' metropolis, and now in 
hourly expeQation of their great adventurer, from 
the fearch-of foreign worlds. He paſſed through 
the midſt of them unmarked, appearing only as an 
inferior angel of war of the lower order; and 
from the door of the PaxnDamontu mw invifibly 
aſcended his high throne, which was placed in te- 
gal luſtre at the upper end, under a canopy of 
ſtate moſt richly woven. He ſat down a while, 
and-looked round about him, he himfelf keeping 
unfeen : At laſt, as from a cloud appeared his 
ſhining head and ſhape, bright like a ſtar; (or 
brighter; being clad with that permiſſive glory, or 
falfe glitter, that was left him ſince his fall.) The 
throng of infernal ſpirits, all amazed at ſuch a 
ſudden blaze, turned their eyes that way, behold- 
ing him they were wiſhing to ſee, The great peers 
that were fitting in council, ruſhed out from their 
dark divan, and received him with loud acclama- 
trons, and with like congratulating joy approached 
him; who, making a motion with his hand, com- 
manded ſilence, and thus addreſſed them: 
TüRON ES, DoMINATIONS, PRINCEDOMS, 
Vix ros, and PowERs ! for ſuch I declare ye 
now and call ye, not only in right, but in actual 


poſſeffion; ſeeing I am returned ſueceſsful beyond 
hope, to lead ye forth out of this infernal abomi- 


nable pit, accurſed place, the bouſe of woe, the 


great trouble. It would be long to tell what 1 


now, a broad way 1s paved by SN and DRATR, 


long foretold; 2 wonderful fabrick ! of abſolute 


— . made happy by our baniſhment. Him 


his beloved MAN,, and all his world, a prey to 
Six and DgaTH, and conſequently to us, with- 


Max kIN D; I am to bruiſe his heel, and his feed 
ſhall bruiſe my head. 


Gm of our great tyrant !, Now ye ſhall poſſeſs 
as lords, a ſpacious world, little inferior to our 
native heaven, atchieved by me with hardſhip and 


bave done; what have ſuffered ; with what pain 
I made my voyage through the vaſt, unbounded, 
and deep abyſs of horrible eonfuſion; over which, 


to expedite your glorious march: But I laboured 
through my untrodden path, plunged in the midſt 
of darkneſs and wild CHAOs, who fiercely oppoſed 
my journey with clamorous uproar, declaring that 
fate was againſt me: Afterwards how I found the 
new- created world, which fame in heaven had 


perfection! and therein found Man, placed in a 


I-have ſeduced by fraud. to difobey his CREATOR; 
and (what may increaſe your wonder the more) 
only with an apple. He, at that offended (tis a 
ſubject well worth laughing at) hath given up both 


out our hazard, Iabour or contention 3 to dwell 
in, and to rule over Man, juſt as he ſhould have 
reigned. over all other things. It is true, he has 
judged and paſſed ſentence on me too, or rather 
not me, but the ſerpent, in whoſe ſhape I decei- 
ved Max; that part that belongs to me is enmi- 
ty, which he fays be will put between me and 


Who would not purchaſe 
a. whole world with a bruiſe or pain much more 
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grievous ? And now you have heard the account 
of my performance; what remains, ſpeak. ye, who 
are all Gods, but that ye mount up, Wann 
enter into full bliſs? 

His ſpeech being ended, he ſtood a while ex» 
pecting that high applauſe and an univerſal. ſhout 
would fill his ear; when, on the contrary, he 
hears on all ſides, from tongues without number, 
a diſmal and univerſal hiſs, the ſound of publick 
contempt! He wondered at it, but had not lei- 
ſure to do ſo, long, now wondering much more at 
himſelf: He felt his viſage drawn. ſharp bis arms 
clung to his ribs; his legs twining round each o- 
ther, till no longer ſupported by them, he fell 
down with reluctance, a monſtrous ſerpent, prone 
upon his belly; his reluctance was vain, ſor now 
a greater power ruled him, and puniſhed him in 
the ſhape he ſinned, according to the ſentence 
that was paſſed on him. He would bave ſpoke, 
but inſtead of that returned hiſs for hiſs, with 
forked tongue to [forked tongue ; for now they 
were all alike transformed to ſerpents, as having 
been all acceſſary to the bold evil Which he had 
committed: The din of hiſſing was very dreadful 
through the hall, that was now ſwarming thick 
with compleat monſters, head and tail; ſcorpion 
and, alp, Cæ RAS TES the horned ſerpent, dumb 
ELLors, and dreadful Dir s, and all kinds of 
ſerpents: Such prodigious numbers as never were 
ſeen in Op hius, or other places more inſeſted 
with them: But ſtill S4 r AN amidſt them was 
the largeſt of all, being now grown à dragon, 
larger than that the ſun was W to have en» 
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gendered in the PYTHIAN vale on flime, and was 
called huge PYTHON; and he ſeemed till to re- 
tain his power above the reſt. They all followed 
him ruſhing forth to the open field, where the 
reſt of that revolted rout that were fallen from 
heaven ſtood in their ſtation, drawn up in array, 
exalted in their expeCtation when they ſhould ſee 
their glorious chief come forth in triumph. 'They 
ſaw (but it was a fight quite different) a crowd of 
ugly ſerpents : Horror at once fell on them, and 
horrid ſympathy ; for what they ſaw they felt them- 


felves now changing; down fell their arms, ſpear | 


and ſhield, and they as faſt; and renewed the dire 
/hifs, and catched the dire form by contagion ; a- 
like in puniſhment, as in their crime. Thus the 
applauſe they meant was turned.to an exploding 
hiſs,” and their deſigned triumph to ſhame, caſt 
mow themſelves from their own mouths. 

- Harp by there ſtood a grove, which ſprung 
up at · the time of their transformation (ſuch was 
the will of him who reigns in heaven!) to aggra- 
vate their patience, which was laden with fruit 
like that which grew in PARADISE; the bait of 
Eve : On that ſtrange proſpe& they earneſtly 
fixed their eyes, imagining, that for one ſor bid. 
den tree there was now riſen a multitude, to work 
them further miſery or ſhame: Yet, parched with 
burning thirſt and fierce hunger, could not ab- 
ſtain, though they were ſent only to delude them ; 
but on they rolled in heaps, and climbing up the 
trees, ſat thicker than the ſnaky locks that covered 
the head of MgGara : They greedily plucked 
the fruit, fair to the ſight, like that which grew 
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near the ſea of Soo though this, more delu- 
five, did not deceive the touch but the taſte : They, 


| ſondly imagining to allay their appetite with a 
_ pleaſant taſte, inſtead of fruit, chewed only bitter 


alhes, which the offended taſte rejected with diſ- 


like: often they tried, hunger and thirſt conſtrain» 


ing them, and were as often tormented with the 


hateful difreliſh, writhing their jaws about that 


were filled with ſoot and cinders. Thus they oit- 
en fell into the ſame illuſion 3 not as Man, whom 
they triumphed over, who fell but once; thus 
were they- plagued and worn with famine, and 
with long and continual hiſſing, till by permiſſion 
they reſumed their loſt ſhape: Yet ſome ſay, that 
every year, for a certain number of days, they are 
enjoined to undergo this humbling, to dafh their 
pride and joy for ſeducing Man. However, they 
diſperſed ſome tradition among the Heathenz of 
the purchaſe they had got; and fabled how the 
ſerpent, whom they called OpHlox, with EUR 
NOME, who encroached on her huſband, and 


ruined his poſterity, had firſt the rule of high O- 


LYMPUS that they were driven thence by 8K 
TURN and Ors, before the DicTEAN Jovs was 


. 
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1 The proceedings of Sin and Death; Ged declares 
= the final victory over them, and the renewing 
1 of all things; but for the preſent commands on- 
ty ſeveral alterations to be made in the elements, 


JT OWEVER, the helliſh offspring of SaTay 
| arrived too ſoon at PARADISE; actual 
| Sim had been there before, but now comes to 
= take up perpetual reſidence, as an inhabitant of 
| the place: Behind her came DEaTH, following 
& cloſe, ſtep for ſtep, not yet mounted on his pale 
* horſe: To whom Sin began to ſpeak thus: 

A - ALL-coNQUERING. DEATH ! and the ſecond 
that ſprung from Sa rx! what doſt thou think of 
our empire ? Though obtained with difficulty, is 

it not far better than ſtill to have. ſat watching at 


dreaded, and thou to remain half ſtarved ? 


tbe world, ſoon anſwered: Alike to me, who 

pine with eternal hunger, is hell, or PaRADISE, 

or heaven ; that place is beſt for me, where I may 

meet with moſt prey; which here, though plenti- 

1 ful, ſeems all too little to ſtuff this maw, this vaſt 

# eorps, which has been ſo long kept hungrys and 
las room for all. 

To whom Sin, his inceſtuous a thus 

replied: Do thou therefore feed firſt upon theſe 
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helPs dark threſhold ? To be neither named nor 


To whom the monſter, that SIx de ine | 
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herbs, and fruits, and flowers; next upon every 


 baaſt, and fiſh, and fowl ; (and ſure thefe are no 


coarſe morſels!) and then devour unſpared what- 
ever the ſcythe of TrMR mows down; till I, reſi- 
ding in MAN, infect all his thoughts, looks, words, 
and actions, and ſeaſon 1 for thy laſt and ſweer- 


eſt repaſt. 


Having faid ſo, each went their own ways, 


both bent to deſtroy, or make things of all kinds 


periſhable or liable to mortality; and ſooner or 
later ripen them for deſtruction: Which the A- 
MIGHTY ſeeing from his bright throne among 
the ſaints, thus to thoſe bright orders uttered his 


voice: 


Sex! with what heat theſe dogs of hell . 
vance, to deſtroy and ruin yonder world; which I 
created ſo fair and good, and had till kept in that 
ſtate, had not Man's folly let in theſe waſteful fu- 
ries, who impute folly to me: So does SATAN. 


the prince of hell, and- his adherents, that I ſuffer 
them to enter with ſo much eaſe, and poſſeſs ſo 


heavenly a place; and conniving, ſeem to gratify 
my ſcornful enemies, that laugh as if I (tranſports 


ed with ſome fit of paſſion) had quitted at random, 


and yielded up all to their miſmanagement ; and 


do not know that I called and drew them thither, 


only as my hell hounds, to lick up the dregs and 
filth, which the pollution of Man's fin had ſhed 
upon what was pure; till crammed and gorged, 
and ready to burſt, which Thou, my Son, in 
whom I am well pleaſed, at one ſtroke of thy vie- 


torious arm, ſhall deſtroy, and throw into Chaos, 


both Six, Darn, and the yawning grave, into 
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the mouth of hell, which ſhall ſtop its mouth for 
ever, and ſeal up its ravenous jaws. Then hea- 
ven and earth being renewed, ſhall be purified to 
ſuch a degree of ſanctity, as ſhall be incapable of 
1mpurity ; till then the curſe pronounced on S1N 
and DEATH thall lead them on. 

BRING done, the heavenly audience ſung HaL- 
LELUJAH, loud as the ſound of ſeas, by reaſon 
of the multitudes that ſung. * Juſt are thy ways, 
„ and thy decrees are righteous on all thy works; 
c who can extenuate thee? Next to the Son, the 
e deſtined Reſtorer of MAN KIND, be glory; by 
« whom the new heaven and earth ſhall be re- 
% newed out of the old, or elſe deſcend down 
% from heaven.” Such was their ſong, while He, 
the great CREATOR, calling forth his mighty an- 
gels by name, gave them their ſeveral charges, as 
ſuited beſt with the preſent ſtate of things. The 
ſun had firſt his command to move ſo, and ſo to 
ſhine, as might affect the earth with heat and 
cold ſcarcely tolerable, to call decrepid winter 
from the north, and from the ſouth to bring ſol- 
ſtitial ſummer's heat. To the pale moon they pre- 
ſcribed her office: To the other five planets, their 
motions in their ſeveral orbs and aſpects, in ſex- 
tile, ſquare, and trine, and oppoſite of hurtful 

and unbenign influence; and the angels likewiſe, 
by Gop's command, taught the fixed ſtars when 
to ſhower their malignancy ; which of them fall- 
ing or riſing with the ſun ſhould prove tempeſtu- 
ous. They ſet the corners to the winds, and 
taught them when with bluſtering to confound 


 "*the ſea, land, and air; and the thunder where 
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to roll with terror through the dark clouds. 
Some ſay, Gop bid his angels turn the poles of 
the earth more than twenty degrees from the ſun's 
road; and that they with labour puſhed the earth, 
fixed on her center, out of her firſt place. Some 
ſay, the ſun was bid to turn from the equinoQtial 
road, a like diſtant breadth to Taurus, with the 
ſeven ſtars that are called ſiſters, (which are the 
PLEIADES) and GEMINI, up to the tropick of 
CANCER ; thence down amain by Leo, Virco, 
and L1BRA, as low as CAPRICORN, to bring in 
change of ſeaſons to each climate ; elſe the ſpring 
had ſmiled perpetually upon the earth, with con- 
tinual blooming flowers, equal in days and nights, 
except to thoſe beyond the polar circles; to them 
day had ſhone without night, while the low ſun, 
to make amends for his being at ſo great a di- 
ſtance, had always gone round the horizon in their 
fight, and not known eaſt or weſt ; which had 
forbid the ſnow from cold EsToTiLAanD, and 
ſouth as far as beneath MAGELLAN. | 
Ar the taſte of the forbidden fruit, (as it is 
ſaid he did from the bloody banquet of THyEsTEs,) 
the ſun changed his courſe ; elſe how had the 
world, that would have been inhabited all over as 
well as EpEN (though they. had been without 
SIN) have more than now avoided pinching cold 
and ſcorching heat ? Theſe changes in heaven 
produced, {though flowly) like change upon ſea 
and land, ſtar-blaſt, vapour, miſt, and hot cor- 
rupt and peſtilent exhalations! Now the winds 
from the north, BorEas, CAcias, ARGESTES, 
and THRAc1as, burſting their brazen dungeon 
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from NorRUMBEQUE, and the ſhore of Sa morp, 
armed with ice, ſnow, hail, and ſtorms, rend up 
the woods, and turn up the ſeas: NoTvs, and 
AFER, black with thunder-clouds from SER Ra- 
LITONA, turn them up with adverſe blaſt from the 


| ſouth : Acroſs theſe forth ruſh with equal fierce- 
" neſs the LevanT and ponent winds, Ev Rus, 


and ZErnHYR; with their fide winds StRocco, 
and LrBECCHio. Thus outrage began from 
things without life: But DiscorD (the daughter 
of SIN) firſt introduced DEATH among the irra- 
tional creatures, through fierce antipathy : Beaſt 
now began to fight with beaſt, fowl with fowl, 
and fiſh with fiſh, all leaving to graze upon the 
graſs. devoured one another; nor did they ſtand 
much in awe of Max, but fled from him, or paſ- 
ſing by him, ſtared on him wich a frightful vi- 
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Adam mourng his fallen condition ; Eve endeavours 


to conſole him, but does not ſucceed. He exhorts 
ber to ſeek peace by, repentance. | | 


ESE were the growing miſeries from with- 
out, which ADAM already ſaw in part, 


though hid in the gloomieſt ſnade, and abandoned 


to ſorrow: but within himſelf he felt worſe miſe- 
ry, and his mind was toſſed and thrown. up and 
down in a. troubled ſea of diſordered paſſions ; 


* 
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which he endeavoured thus to drive away by ce com- 


plaining after this manner: 
How miſerable am I now become, 4 was 

once ſo happy! is this the end of this new glori- 
ous world, and of me, ſo lately the glory of that 
glory, who from being bleſſed am now become 
accurſed ? Hide me from the face of Gop, whom 
to behold was once the height of my happineſs ! 
Let it the miſery would end here, it were 
well; I deſerved it, and would bear my own de- 
ſervings : but this will not ſerve ! all that I eat or 
drink, or ſhall beget, is propagating the curſe. O 
voice heard once with ſo much delight, IN cREASE 


AND MULTIPLY; now it is DEATH to hear it! 


for what can I increaſe and multiply, except it be 
curſes on my own head ? Who will there be of all 
ſucceeding ages, but, feeling the evil brought 
upon him by me, will curſe my head? He will 
cry, may our impure anceſtor fare ill ! for this we 
may thank Abbau! but theſe thanks ſhall be my 
execrarions ! So, beſides my own curſe that re- 
mains upon me, all from me ſhall redound fieree- 
ly back on me, and tend to me as their natural 
center; there being light, as having reached that 
center, and loſt their gravity, which in other 
places they had! O fleeting joys of PARA DIS R, 
dearly bought with laſting miſery ! Did I requeſt 
thee, O my CREATOR, to make me a Man, 
when I was nothing but clay? Did I ſolicit thee 
to take me forth out of darkneſs ? Or to place me 
here in this delicious garden? As my will did not 
concur to my being, it were but right and juſt to 
reduce me to what I was before, that is to duſt 
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being deſirous to reſign, and give back again all I 


iv: received ; ſeeing I have been unable to per - 


form thy too bed terms, by which I was to hold 
the good that I had not ſought. To the loſs of 
that good, why haſt thou added the ſenſe of end- 
leſs woes ? In this, thy juſtice does not ſeem to 
appear.——Yet, I muſt confeſs, I conteſt thus 
when it is too late; theſe terms, whatever they 
might be, ſhould then have been refuſed, when 
they were propoſed, I may be bees thus; 
thou did accept them, wilt thou enjoy the good, 


and then cavil at the conditions? And, though 


Gop did make thee without thy leave, what if 
thy ſon prove diſobedient, and being reproved, 
ſhould anſwer and object to thee, wherefore didſt 


thou beget me? I ſought it not, nor defired it of 
thee ! woulſt thou admit'of that proud excuſe of 


his contempt of thee? and yet it was not thy 
choice, but natural neceſſity that hegot him. Gop 
made thee 'of choice, his own, and of his own, 


to ſerve him; thy reward was of his grace, then 


thy puniſhment, ſor certain, is juſtly at his will. 


Then be it ſo ! for I ſubmit ; his doom is righ- 


teous, that I am duſt and to duſt I ſhall return a- 
gain. O welcome hour, come whenever it will! 
why does his hand delay to execute what his de- 
cree fixed upon this day? Why do Llive over it? 
Why am I mocked with DEATH, and yet length- 
ened out to deathleſs pain ? How gladly would 


1 meet the. mortality that I was ſentenced to, and 


become inſenſible earth! How gladly would I lay 


me down, as in my mcther's lap! There I ſhould 


relt, there ſhould I fleep ſecurely : his dreadful 
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voice would no more thunder in my ears. I 
ſhould not be tormented with fear of worſe to me 
and my offspring, which now torments me with 
cruel expectation Vet there is one doubt 
purſues me (till, left I cannot die; leſt that pure 
breath of life, the ſpirit of Max, which Gop 
breathed into him, cannot Periſh together with 
this corporal clod : then who knows but in the 
grave, or ſome other diſmal place, I ſhall die a li- 
ving death? O horrid thought if it be true! Yer. 
why ſhould it be ſo ? It was but breath of life 
that finned ; and what dies but what had life and 
fin ? The body, properly ſpeaking, had neither. 
Then all of me ſhall die: let this appeaſe the 
doubt, ſince human underſtanding knows no fur- 
ther. For though the LorD of all be indeed in- 
finite, is his wrath ſo too? Suppoſe it! Maw is 
not ſo, but doomed mortal. Then how can he 
exerciſe wrath without end upon Man, whom 
Darn muſt end? Can he make deathleſs 
DeaTH'? That were to make a ſtrange contra- 
dition, which is held impoſſible to God him 
ſelf; as it would be an argument of weakneſs, 
not of power. Will he, for anger's ſake, draw 
out finite to infinite in puniſhed Max, to ſatisfy 
his anger, which never will be fatisfied ? That 
were to extend his ſentence beyond duſt, and the 
law of Nature; by which all cauſes elſe act, ac- 
cording to the matter they have to work upon, 
and not to the extent of their own power. But 
ſay that DE AT REH be not, as I ſuppoſed, one ſtroke 
bereaving the ſenſes, but endleſs miſery from this 
day forwards ; which I feel begun within me and 
N 2 
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without me, and ſo it is to laſt to perpetuity.— 


Ah me! that fear comes thundering back with 


dreadful revolution on my defenceleſs head: 


Dar R, as well as I, is found eternal, and both 


incorporated. Nor am I ſingle on my part; in me 


all poſterity ſtands curſed! Ah my ſons! this is a 


fair patrimony that I muſt leave you ! Oh ! that 1 
were able to waſte it all myſelf, and leave you 
none | being ſo diſinherited, how would you then 
bleſs me, who am now your curſe! Ah! why 


| ſhould, all ManxinD be thus, without guilt, 


condemned for one Max's fault? Mynxind ! 
and guiltleſs, can that be? For what can proceed 
from me but what is all corrupt, depraved both 
mind and will; not to do only, but will the ſame 
as me? How then can they ſtand acquitted in the 
Gght of Gop ? After all diſputes,” I am forced to 
abſolve him: all my vain-reaſonings and evaſions, 
though through many mazes, lead {till but to my 
on conviction: firſt and laſt, all the blame juſt- 
ly lights on me, and me only, as the ſource and 
ſpring of all corruption: all the blame! ſo might 
the wtath fall on me! Fond wiſh! Couldeſt thou 
fupport that burden, heavier to bear than the 
earth; much heavier than all the world, though 


divided with that bad Woman ? Thus what thou 


deſireſt and what thou feareſt, equally deſtroys all 


hope of refuge, and concludes thee miſerable, be- 


vond all paſt and future example; and like to no- 
thing but 8a Tax, both in crime and doom. O 
CONSCIENCE ! into what an abyſs of fears and hor - 
rors baſt thou driven me? Out of which I can find 


no way, but plague deep and deeper ſtilll. 
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Tuus Ava made loud lamentation in the 
ſtillneſs of the night; which was not wholeſome, 


cool, and mild, as ic was before Man fell; but 


accompanied with black air, with dreadful gloom 
and dampneſs ; which repreſented every thing to 


his evil conſcience with double terror. He lay 


out-ſtretched upon the ground! and often curſed 
his creation: DeaTH he accuſed as often, tardy 
of execution, ſince it was threatened to be on the 
day that he offended. Why (ſaid he) does not 
Darn come; with a thrice · acceptable ſtroke to 
end me? Shall Truth fail to keep aer word? Why 
does not Divine Juſtice haſten to be juſt? But 
Draru does not come at all, Divine Juſtice not 
the quicker for prayers or cries. O woods! O 
fountains, hills, valleys, and bo wers! When 
fad Evn, deſolate where ſhe ſat, beheld ADan 
thus afflifted ; approaching near, ſſie tried with 
foft words to allay the fierceneſs of his paſſion: 
but ADaM, with a ſtern look, thus checkt and 
drove her away. 

Bz gone out of my ſight, thou ſerpent an 


That name is fitteſt for thee, who art leagued with 


him; thyſelf as falſe as he, and as hateful ! there 
is nothing wanting, but that thy ſhape and ſer - 


| pentine colour, like his, may ſhow thy inward 


fraud; to warn all creatures benceforth to avoid 
thee, leſt that too heavenly form, hiding thy hell- 


1ſt. falſehood, enfnare them Had it not been for 


thee, 1 had remained happy; had not thy pride 

and wandering vanity, when it was unſafe, re- 

jected my Fforewarning, and diſdained to be 

tiought not fit to be truſted alone; longing to be 
N 3 
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ſeen, though it were but by the devil himſelf) 


vainly thinking to over-reach him : but meeting 
with the ſerpent; art fooled and beguiled; thou 
by him, and I by thee, to truſt thee from my fide ; 
imagining thee to be wiſe, conſtant, and mature, 
proof againſt all aſſaults; and did not underſtand 
that all was but a ſhow, rather than ſolid virtue; 
all nothing but a rib, -crooked by nature, beſt 
thrown out, as found one too many to my juſt 

number! O why did Gop, the wiſe CREaToOR! 


that peopled the higheſt heaven with maſculine 


ſpirits, at laſt create this novelty upon earth, this 
fair defect of nature? And not fill the world at 
once with Mx, as heaven with angels, without 
any female? Or find out ſome other way to gene- 
rate Max Ek IND? 'Then this miſchief had not hap» 
pened, and more that ſhall happen; numberleſs 
diſturbances upon earth, through the ſnares of 
WowEN, and a ſtrait conjunction with the ſex! 
for. cither a Man ſhall never find out a fit mate, 
but ſuch as ſome miſtake or misfortune brings 
him; or her he wiſhes for moſt, and loves beſt, 
through her perverſeneſs ſhall ſeldom gain, but 
ſhall ſee her gained by a far worſe than himſelf; 
or if ſhe love him, with-held by parents; or ſhall 
meet her, who would be his happieſt choice, al- 
ready linked in wedlock to another, perhaps his 
enemy, one that is his hate or ſhame z which ſhalt 
be the cauſe of infinite calamities in human life, 
and deſtroy domeſtick joy and peace. 

Tus he ended, and turned his back upon br. 
W . Eve not repulſed ſo, with tears that 
ceaſed not flowing, and diſhevelled hair, fell hum- 
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bly at bis feet : and embracing them, beſought 
bim to be at ns and thus A lg in her 
complaint: 

O AbAMu!l do not for ſake me; witneſs bas. 
what ſüncere love and reverence in my heart I bear 
thee, and have offended not knowingly ; but being 
unhappily deceived; with humbleſt ſupplication F 
beg to be forgiven, and claſp thy knees. Do not 
bereave me of that, on which I live, thygentlelooks, 
thy kind aſſiſtance and counſet in the uttermoſt 
diſtreſs, my only ſtrength and ſupport ! Forſaken 
of thee, whither ſhall I betake me? Where ſhall 
I ſubſiſt? While we yet live (which perhaps may 
be ſcarce one ſhort hour) let there be peace be- 
tween us two! let us both join againſt our foe, 
expreſly aſſigned us by fate, that cruel ſerpent ! 
——Do not exerciſe thy hatred on me for this mi- 
fery which is befallen us; upon me, who am al- 
ready lo{t } me, more miſerable than thyſelf ! We 
both have finned, but thou only againſt Gop; I, 
both againſt Gop and thee; and will return to 
the place of judgment, there with my cries. to im- 
portune heaven, that all the ſentence removed 
from thy head may light upon me, who am the 
ſole cauſe of all this woe to thee :' I alone, that 
am the only juſt object of bis wrath. 

Sn ended weeping, and kept immoveable in 
ber humble poſture, till having obtained peace for 
her fault acknowledged, and repented, ſhe wrought 
pity in ADAM: his heart ſoon relented towards 
her, to ſee her, who ſo lately was his ſole delight, 
and dear to him as life, now ſubmiſſive at his feet 

in ſuch. diſtreſs: to ſee: ſo fair a creature begging 

N 4 
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reconcilement with him whom ſhe had diſpleaſed, 
and ſuing for his counſel and aſſiſtance. Diſarmed 
at once, he loſt all his anger, and thus with peace · 
tul words he ſoon upraiſed her from the ground. 

. UxwakrY EVE] and too deſirous {now as thou 
wert beforc) of what thou knoweſt not, who de- 
fireſt, that the puniſhment of both our crimes 
may light upon thyſelf ! Alas! bear thy own part 
firſt ; thou art ill able to ſuſtain his full wrath, of 
which as yet thou feeleſt but the leaſt part, and 
ſeeſt how ill thou canſt bear even my own diſplea- 
fure. If prayers could alter the decree of heaven, 
1 would ſpeed. to the place of judgment before 
thee ; and be louder heard, that upon my head all 
might be viſited, and thy frailty and inſirmer ſex 
be forgiven; which was committed to my care, 
and through my permiſſion expoſed to hazard. 
But riſe !-—Let us contend no more, nor blame 
each other; we are blamed enough elſewhere; 
but let. us ſtrive in offices of love, how we may 
make each other's burden lighter in our ſhare of 
' miſery; fince DATA threatened us this day, (if 
I judge right) will prove a flow-paced and not a 
ſudden evil; a long day's dying, to augment our 
pain; and be entailed on our hapleſs ſeed. 

To whom Eve, taking freſh courage, replied 
thus: Apa! by ſad experience I know, how 
little weight my words ought to have with thee, 
having been found ſo erroneous and unfortunate : 
. nevertheleſs, being reſtored by thee (vile as I am) 
to new favour, I am hopeful yet to regain thy 
love, which is the ſole contentment of my heart, 

either living or dying; ſo that I will not hide 
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from thee what thoughts are riſen in my diſturb- 
ed breaſt, tending either to end our extreme ſor- 
4 row, or give ſome relief to it; which means, 
though ſharp and fad, yet are better to be choſe, 
and more tolerable than our preſent miſery, It 
the tender regard we have for our offspring be 
what perplexes us molt, as they muſt be born to 
certain miſery, and be at laſt devoured by Dx ATH. 
(and it is a dreadful thing, to be the cauſe of. 
miſery 'of others, and thoſe our own begotten; out. 
of our own loins to bring into this curſed world a 
miſerable race, that, after- beating the miſeries, 
muſt be at laſt devoured by a foul monſter.) It 
lies yet in thy power, before conception, to pre-- 
vent the unbleſt race, to prevent being what is yet 
unbegot. Thou art yet childleſs, childleſs re- 
main till: ſo DeaTH ſhall be deceived of his 
glut, and be forced to fatisfy his ravenous maw: 
with us two only. But if thou judge it difficult 
and too hard, converſing together, looking upon 
and loving one another, to abſtain ſrom ſweet nup- 4 
tial embraces, the rites due to love ; and withour: 
hope to languiſh with deſire, before the object 
that languiſhes with like deſire; (which would be 
a greatet miſery and torment than- any- that we | 
| dread) then, to free both ourſelves and ſeed at 
once from what we fear for both, let us 2 
. ſhort work, —let us ſeek DgaTa;—or if he is not 
| to be found, let us ourſelves with our hands per- 
form his office. Why do we ſtand: any longer 
trembling under fears, that ſhow no end but 
: death; and yet have the power of many ways to 
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die? Why not chuſing the ſhorteſt to prevent our | 


own miſery and the miſery of our poſterity ? 

_ Her ſhe ended, black deſpair having ſtopped 
her mouth, : her ſad thoughts had made her cheeks 
loſe their worldly bloom and beauty: but ADan 


nothing perſuaded: by ſuch counſel, had raifed his 


inventive mind to chearful and e apes, 
and made Eve this reply: 

EE! thy contempt of life and pleaſore ſeems 
to urge ſomething in thee more bold and nervous 


than, that which thy mind deſpiſes. But thy ſcek- 


ing ſelf-deſtruQtion refuſes that excellent thought 
to be in thee: and implies not thy contempt of 
life, but ſorrow and concern for the loſs of it, and 
an over fondneſs of pleaſure. Or if thou coveteſt 
DEATH, as the utmoſt end of all miſery, ſo 
thinking to evade the penalty pronounced; doubt 
not but Gop hath more wiſely, armed his angry 
vengeance, than to be diſappointed ſo: Lam much 
more afraid, leſt DEATH, if we ſhould ſo ſnatch 
it, will not exempt us from the pain, which we 


are obliged to pay. Rather ſuch acts of contuma- 


cy will provoke Gop to make DEaTH live in us: 
then let us ſeek ſome better reſolutian, which now 


ſprings into my, mind that part of the ſentence, 


that Thy SEED SHALL BRUISE THE SERPENT'S 


READ; a poor amends | unleſs (which as I ſup- 


poſe) our great enemy SATAN; be meant; who, 
in the; ſerpent, hath contrived this deceit againſt 
us. To cruſh his head would be revenge indeed 
which will be loſt, if we were to bring DBATR 


upon ourſelves; or reſolve, as thou haſt propofed, 
to live childleſs : ſo our enemy ſhall eſcape the 
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puniſhment. ordained him, and we, inſtead of 
that, ſhall double ours upon our own heads. 
Then do not let any more be mentioned of 
violence upon ourſelves, or wilſul barrenneſs, 
that cuts us off from bope, and only ſavours of 
rancour, pride, impatience, and rebellion. Let 
us call to mind with what gracious mildneſs he 
paſſed the ſentence upon us. We expected im- 
mediate diſſolution, which we imagined was meant 
by DEATH that day: when, lo! to thee were 
only foretold pains. in bearing and bringing forth 


children; which wilk ſoon be recompenſed with *' 


joy, the fruit of thy womb. The curſe not ſo 
directly pronounced on me, . glanced : on the 


ground; I muſt earn my bread with labour: what 


harm is that? Idleneſs had been worſe; my la- 
bour will ſuſtain me: And leſt cold or heat ſhould 
do us injury, he has, without being ſought, too, 
with timely care, provided us cloaths, (unworthy 
as. we are) with his own hands; pitying, even 
while he judged us. How much more then, if 
we pray to him, will his ear be open, and:his_ 
heart inclined to pity us? and teach us further, 
how to ſhun the inclemency of the ſeaſons, rain, 
ice, hail, and ſnow ; which now. the ſky begins 
to ſhew, us in this mountain; while the winds 
blow moiſt and keen; ſhattering the leaves of theſe 
fair ſpreading trees; which bids us ſeek ſome 
better covering, to cheriſh our numbed limbs; 
before the ſun leaves the night cold, how we may 
repleniſh his beams, gathered together by ſome 
warm or combuſtible matter; or by ſtriking two 
hard bodies together, move the heated air into 
| N. 6 : 
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PARADISE LOST. 
fire, as lately the clouds, juſlling or forced with 
winds, in their rude ſhock flaſhed the flant light - 
ning, the flame of which driven down, kindles 
the gummy. part of fir or pine, and ſends out from 


a a diſtance a comfortable heat, which might ſup- 


ply the want of that of the ſun. He will inſtruct 
us, if we pray to him, and beſeech grace of him, 
to uſe ſuch fire, and what elſe may be a cure to 
theſe evils, which our own diſobedience have 
brought on us: ſo as we need not fear to paſs this 
life agreeably, ſuſtained by him with many com- 
forts; till ſuch time as we end in duſt, our fi- 
nal reſt and native home]! What can we do bet- 
ter, than repair to the place where he judged us? 
Fall reverently proſtrate before him, and there 


humbly confeſs our faults, and beg pardon ; water- 
ing the ground with our tears, and filling the 


air with our ſighs, ſent from contrite hearts, in 
fign of unfeigned ſorrow and deep humiliation? 
He will undoubtedly relent, and turn away from 
his diſpleaſure ; in whoſe ſerene look, when he 
ſeemed angry and moft ſevere, nothing but fa- 
your, grace, and mercy ſhone. 

80 fpoke our firſt father, in true penitence: 
nor did Eve feel leſs remorſe; they forthwith re- 
paired to the place where Go judged them, fell 
reverently proſtrate before him; and there humbly 
confeſſed their faults, and implored pardon ; be- 
dewing the ground with their tears, and rend- 
ing the air with loud fighs, ſent from contrite 
hearts, in Ggn of unfeigned forrow and meek hu- 
mulation. 


THE END QF THE TENT BOOK, 
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BOOK PLEVENTH: 


Tas ARGUMENT... 


The Meſſiah offers to bis Father the prayers of our 
Ar parents, now repenting, and intercedes fr 
them : They are accepted by Gad, but he declare: 


that they muſt no langer remain in Paradiſe: 
Sends Michael\with a band of angels to turn 
them ent; but firſt reveals to Adam ſuture 
things: Michael s approach deſcribed. 


KRIS nder 80e 


e PR 16 


The Meſſiah offers to his Father the prayers of our 
firſt parents. Michael is ſent to drive them out 
of n. and . u. — to . 
HUS they evil in the” oel ſas 
tion, penitent and praying; for before 

thaty grace deſcending from the mercy-feat above, 
had Toftened the ſtonyneſs of their hearts, and in 
the room made new fleſh to grow; ſo that they 


breathed unutterable fighs and groans; which 


' 
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® " 2 * - 224 ; 1 8 0 19148 . * ; * | 
were inſpired with the'ſpirit of prayer, and eould 


ſooner force the way to heaven than the loudeſt o. 
ratory : Yet they were not mean ſupplicants, nor 
did their petition ſeem leſs important, than when 
the ancient pair, acording to the fables of old, 
DEUCcALION and chaſte PyrRHa, ſtood before 
the ſhrine of THEMIS, to reſtore the race of 
Manx1NnD, | deftroyed by the deluge. Their 
prayers aſcended up to heaven without obſtruction, 


and there found eaſy entrance; then clad with in- 


— * 


cenſe, came in fight before the FaTHER's throne, 


where the golden altar ſmoaked, cloſe by their 
great advocate; and the Son preſenting them, 


thus interceded for them; 
BenoLD, O FaFHER! the firſt fruits, which 
ſpring up in Man, from thy grace implanted in 


bim! they are theſe fighs and prayers, which 1 


thy prieft bring before thee, mixed with incenſe 
in this golden cenſor : Theſe are fruits of more 


pleaſing ſavour, produced from thy ſeed, ſown 


with contrition in his heart, than thoſe which afl 
the trees in Pa RAD ISE could have produced, ma- 
nured by his hand before he was fallen from inno- 
cence. Now, therefore, incline thine ear to his 
ſupplication; hear his ſighs, though his tongue 
be mute! He knows not with what words to pray, 
let me interpret for him, who am his advocate 
and propitiation.; impute all his deeds good or e- 


vil to me; my merit ſhall make the good perfect, 


and for the evil my death ſhall pay. Accept of 
me; and in me receive the ſweet motive of peace 
for all Max KIND: Let him live reconciled before 


| thee, though he live in ſorrow, till DEAT E. 


. 
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(which being his ſentence, I plead not to reverſe, 


but mitigate) ſhall tranſlate him to a better life-z 
where all my redeemed ſhall dwell with me in joy 
and happineſs ; and be made one wich me, as 1 
am one with the. 1 Trove la: 
To whom the — pleabng: coun- 
tenance, replied : My beloved Sox: ! all that thou. 
baſt- requeſted for Max, thou ſhalt obtain, for 
this was my decree, But the law which I gave to 
Nature, forbids him to remain any longer in Pa- 


RADISE : Thoſe pure and immortal elements, 


that know no groſs nor foul: diſcordant mixture, 
throw him out, as he is now tainted, and purge 
him off as a groſs diſtemper, to fouler air and 
mortal food, ſuch as may beſt fit him ſor the diſ- 
ſolution wrought by SIN, that firſt diſtempered 
and corrupted all things. I, when I firſt created 
him, endowed him with;two fair gifts, happineſs 
and immortality; happineſs once loſt, immorta- 
lity ſerved only to make miſery eternal, till ſuch 
time as I provided DSA TH; fo DEATH becomes 
his final remedy; and reſigns up to a ſecond life, 
when heaven and earth {hall be renewed, after a 
life tried in ſharp tribulation, and refined by faith 
and faithful works; when he ſhall be waked in 
the renovation of the juſt. But let us call to ſy- 

nod all the bleſt through the wide bounds of hea- 
ven: I will not bide my judgments from them, 
and how I proceed with MAN KIN p, as they ſaw 
lately how I did with the rebelling angels; and 
though they ſlood firm in their ſtate before, yet 


afterwards they were ſtill more; confirmed. 


TuS FATHER. conclyded thus; and the So 
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gave a ſignal to the bright miniſter that kept 
watch: He blew his trumpet, that which was 
fince heard in Ox RA, when Gop deſcended, and 
perhaps the ſame that will ſound at the day of 
judgment. The found of the "trumpet, © which 
the angel ſounded, was heard through all heaven: 
The angelical ſons of light haſted from their bliſs- 
ful bowers of ſhady amaranths, or from fountains 
or ſprings by the water of life, where-ever they 
ſat in fellowſhip of joy, reſorting, according as 
their high ſummons called them ; where they took 
their ſeats; till the ALMmIGnuTY, from his ſu- 
preme throne, thus pronounced his ſovereign will, 


O Sons of heaven! Man is become like unto: 


one of us to know both good and evil, fince he 
has taſted of the forbidden fruit: But he has little 
reaſon to boaſt of his knowledge, which only con- 
ſiſts in knowing what good he has N and the e- 
vil that has come ein its room; happier had it 


been for him, had he thought it ſuſficient"ro have 


known good by itſelf, and not have known evil at 
all. Now he repents, is ſorrowful, and prays 
with a contrite heart; all theſe are my motions in 
him; and longer than they move, ſuppoſing him 
leſt to himſelf, I know his heart how variable and 
vain it is. Therefore, leſt now he ſhould attempt 
his bolder hand to reach the tree of life, and eat 
of that, and ſo dream to live for ever, I command 
you to remove him, and ſend him out of the gar- 
den to till the ground, whence he was mken 3 
which'is a ſoil much fitter for bim 

- Mic HAEL ! do thou perform this chan of 
mine: Take to thee from among the cherubim 
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vt | 1by choice of flaming warriors ; leſt the devil raiſe 
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times: So ſend them forth, though in ſorrow, yet 
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ſome new trouble, either in the behalf of Max; 
or elſe to invade ſome new poſſeſſion. Make haſte, 
and without remorſe drive out the ſinful pair from 
the PARA DISS of Gop; drive out the unholy 
from that hallowed ground, and-denounce to them 
and their progeny perpetual baniſhment from 
thence. Yet: leſt they faint at the fad ſentence, 
rigorouſly. urged, hide all terror; for I behold 
them ſoftened, and bewailing their tranſgreſſion 
with tears. If they patiently ſubmit and obey 
with reſignation, do not diſmiſs them diſconſo—- 
late: but put them in remembrance of my cove- 
nant renewed in the ſeed of the Woman; and 
reveal to ADaM what fhall happen in future 


in peace. And on the: eaſt {fide of the garden 
place a watch of cherubim, and the wide waving 
flame of a ſword ; {where the entrance is the ra- 
ſieſt from Paxapist to EDEN) to guard all paſ- 
ſage to the tree of life; leſt PARADISE prove a 
receptacle for foul ſpirits, and all my trees ſhould 
become their prey; with whoſe ftolen fruit they 
might once more endeavour to ſeduce Man. 
Hex ceaſed here, and the arch angel prepared to 
deſcend ſwiftly, and with him the bright compa» 
ny of watchful cherubim : Each of them had four 
faces, like a double Janus; all their bodies were 
over-ſpangled with eyes, more in number than 
thoſe feigned of Ax us, and more wakeful than 
to ſleep, charmed with the ARcaDian pipe of 
Mercury, or to be lulled with the touch of bis 
fleepy rod. Meanwhile, the day broke, and freth. 


— 
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' dew fell upon the earth, when ADanand our 
firſt mother Eve had now ended their prayers, 
and found new ſtrength added from above; new 
hope to ſpring out of deſpair, and joy that was yet 
mixed with fear; ſo that he renewed * ered 
to Evx in theſe welcome word: 

EE! Faith may eaſily admit, then all the good 
ere deſcends from heaven; but that 
any thing from us ſhould aſcend up there, ſo pre 

valent as to concern the mind of the high bleſt 
God, or to incline bis will, may ſeem hard to 
believe; yet prayer will do this, nay one ſhort 
ſigh of human breath, born up to the very ſeat of 
Gop. - For, ſince I fought to appeaſe the offend- 
ed Deity by prayer; ſinee I kneeled and humbled 
all my heart before him, methought I ſaw him 
placable, and mildly bending bis ear: Perſuaſion 
grew in me, that I was heard with favour ;- peace 
returned home again to my breaſt, and: that pro · 
miſe came to my memory, THAT OUR SEED 
sHOUILD BRU ISE OUR FOE ; Which not minded, 
as then I was in great diſmay, yet now it aſſures 
me that the bitterneſs of DRA TE is paſt, and we 
ſhall live. Whence I am bold to ſay, hail to thee! 
Eve, rightly ſo called, the mother of all Max- 


| thee Man is to live, and all things live for him | 
| To whom Eve, with an humble and ſorrowful 
i countenance, made anſwer: I am not worthy that 
ſuch a title ſhould belong to me, who am a tranſ- 
| _, greflor ! who being ordained-for a help, became 
4 a ſnare to thee: To me rather belongs reproach, 


and to be deſpiſed! but my Judge was infinite in 


kind, the mother of all things living, ſince by 
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ur bis mercy, that I, who firſt brought DEATH up- 
on all, have the grace conferred on me to be the 
ſource of life: Next thou art greatly favourable to 
me, who haſt vouchſufed to give me this high ti- 
tle; I deſerve à far (other name! But the field 
calls us to labour now; labour, which is impoſed 
on us with the ſweat of our brow 3 though we' have 
not ſlept all night: For ſee the morning, regard- 
leſs of our want of reſt, begins her uſual progreſs: 
Let us go forth; 1 never will offer again to ſtray 
ſtom thee, where ever our day's work may lie; 
though now enjoined us, that we labour till the 
day decline: What can be toilſome in theſe plea- 
ſant walks, while we remain here? Let us live 
contented, though we are in a fallen ſtate ! | 
Tavus Eve ended, and earneſtly wiſhed with. 
great humility z but Gop did not conſent : Firſt. . 
of all Nature gave figns, marked on birds, beaſts, 
and the elements; light eclipſed ſuddenly, after a 
| Þ ſhort bluſh of the morning; the bird of JovR 
ſtooped from his airy tower, driving two of the fi- 
neſt birds before him; the lion, then, the firſt 
hunter that ever was, purſued a hart and a hind, 
the goodlieſt of all the foreſt, down from a hill; 
and their, flight was bent directly to the eaſtern 
gate of PARADISE, ADAM obſerved it, and ſet- 
ting his eyes upon dhe chace, with ſome emotion 
ſpoke thus to Eve 3 
O:Evz! ſome further change for us is near at 
hand, which beaven ſhows by theſe mute ſigus in 
Nature ; the fore · runners of his purpoſe, to waru 
us, Who may be too preſuming and too ſecure of 
aur diſcharge from penalty, becauſe we hare been 
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releaſed ſome days from DEATH : How long and 


what our. life will be then, who knows ? Or is it thi 
more than this, perhaps to warn us that we are ge 
duſt, and that we muſt return thither and be no 1 
more? Why elſe this double object in our ſight, hi 
of flight and purſuit, in the air and over the ground, 


one way in the ſelf-ſame hour? Why is darkneſz 
in the eaſt before mid-day 2 And why is the 
morning light in yon weſtern cloud, that draws a > 
ſhining whiteneſs along before the ſky, deſcending 
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CHAP. II. 


Ae! — them that: * S e 
Ae lamentation. * ne. but nn 


DAM was. nut miſtaken 3 in his eonjefture 3 
for. by this time the heavenly bands of an- 
155 were lighted down in PARADISE from the 
jaſper ſky, and took their ſtand upon a hill: A 
glorious: fight ! had not doubts and carnal fear 
that day made the eyes of ADan' dim: That 
Gght was not more glorious, when the angels met 
Jacos in Mananaim, where he ſaw the field 
covered with bright angels: Nor was that more 
glorious, which appeared on the flaming mountain 
DoTaran, covered with chariots and [horſes of 
fire, againſt BenHaDap, the king of Syr14; 
ho, to ſurprize the prophet EL Is HA, like an 
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aſſaſſin had levied war unproclaimed. " Mricnat Ly 
the princely arch-angel, left his powers there in 
their bright ſtand, to take poſſeſſion of the gar- 
den; and he alone took his way, to find where 
ADaM had ſheltered himſelf; who perceiving 
him at a diſtance, as he made his approach to- 
wards him, ſpoke to Eve in this manner: 
Eve! now is the time to expect to know ſome 
great matter, which perhaps will very ſoon deter- 
mine what relates to us; or, perhaps for us to 


receive new laws to obſerve: For I diſcover, from 


vonder blazing cloud that covers the top of the 
hill, one of the hoſt of heaven; and, by his port, 
none of the meaneſt; ſome great potentate, one 
of thoſe who ſit upon thrones above, ſuch maje- 
ſty appears about him as he comes along! yet not 
terrible, that I ſhould fear him; nor ſociable mild 
as RaPHAEL was, that I ſhould venture to uſe 
much freedom with him ; but he ſeems ſolemn 
and ſublime ; therefore I muſt meet him with re- 
verence, and that we may not offend him, do 


thou retire. 


He faid thus; and the arch-angel ſoon drew 
near; not in his heavenly ſhape, but clad like a 
Max, to meet with Man: He wore a military 
veſt of purple, of a brighter colour and richer dye 
than ever was known in MEL1iB&4, or TYRE, 
though that was worn by kings and heroes of old, 
in time of truce ; the rainbow had given it its co- 
lours before it was wove: His helmet, that was 
unbuckled, and ſhone like a ſtar, ſhewed him at 
that degree of manhood, where youth ended: His 
ſword, the dread of 84 TAN, hung by his fide; fa- . 
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ſtened to a ſhining belt; and in his hand he bote ne 
a ſpear. ADaM bowed down low: Micnarr, Im 
who was to keep up his royalty and ſtate, did not I th: 
bow in return, but thus declared the reafon of bis fre 
coming: na 

ADanm ! there is no need to make any preface or 
to the command of heaven, let it be ſufficient Þ8 Its 
that thy prayers are heard, and DRATH (which is do 


— 2 
— — — — . = — — — — A £23058 4 - * , AD * * _ * — ä _ 
f D LI WP. ® 464 _—_— a.” =_ ö . 7 LEE ISS www Ska. — E _-_ * Sn, - - ROS we * * - —_ ” * * 
n A. 2 — a. W rn * A r A - wi 4 4 — 2 I % — © 
IR 2 LITER "= * — ö renn ſe F 3 
— — — . ß — rr 7 EEA ⁵³·¹Ü AA ³˙ -) wr rw ee re 3 ar Cache nts e 2 * 


due to thy tranſgreſſion) is not permitted to be put ¶ th 
in execution yet for many days; which are given I th 
thee through grace, wherein thou mayeſt repent, we 
and it is poſſible God, by the interceſſion of his H 
Son, who will give thee repentance, may not ha 
only defer, but quite remit the mortal ſentence, Ml © 
and redeem thee. from the capacious claim of do 
DEATH. But he does not permit thee ro dwell Hv 
longer in this PaRaD1st: I am come to remove N 
5 thee, and ſend thee out of the ground, whence w. 
4 thou waſt taken, which is a foil much more pro- D 
14 per for thy nature now. - an 
4 THe arch-angel ſaid no more; for Adam was he 
4 ſtruck to the very heart with ſuch ſorrow, as chilled 28 
1 his blood, and almoſt deprived him of his ſenſes; 
and Eve, who though unſeen, had overheard all, I de 
| by her loud lamentation ſoon * the place ſc: 
where ſhe had concealed herſelf : hu 
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O UNEXPECTED ſtroke, 3 worſe than 
DeaTH! mult I leave thee, PARADISE? Thus 
leave thee, dear native foil! theſe pleaſant ſhades 
and happy walks, fit habitation for Gods? W here 
I had hope to ſpend quiet, though ſad, the time 
that heaven had granted us, till the dav come that 
muſt. be mortal to us both! O ye flowers! that 
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never will grow in any other climate; that were 
my early viſitation in the morning, and my laſt in 
the evening 3 which I bred up with tender hand, 
from the very firſt opening bud, and gave ye all 
names! Who now ſhall range ye up to the ſun, 
or rank your ſeveral tribes, and water ye from the 
living ſprings ? And laſtly, O nuptial bower! a- 
dorned by me with every thing that was ſweet, ei- 
ther to the ſmell or fight! How ſhall I part with 
thee, and whither wander down- into a lower 
world; wild, and deſolate, in compariſon of this? 
How ſhall we breathe in other air leſs pure that 
have been fed with immortal fruits? | 

Won the angel thus mildly interrupted: Eve! 
do not lament, but reſign with patience that, 
which with the greateſt juſtice is taken from thee: 
Nor thus over-fondly ſet thy heart upon that, 
which is not thine, Thou doſt not leave Pa RA“ 
Disk alone; thy huſband goes along with thee, 
and thou art bound to follow him: Where ever 
he takes up his habitation do thou look upon that - 


© as tby native country. 


ADAM, by this time recovering from the ſud- 
den cold damp which had ſeized him, and his 
ſcattered fpirits being returned, thus, with great 
humility, addrefled himſelf to MichAEL: | 

CELESTIAL being! whether among the 
TaroNnEs of heaven, or perhaps of them one of 
the higheſt names; for thou haſt the appearance 
of a prince of princes ! thou haſt ſoftly delivered 
thy meſſage, which, by doing in another way, 
might have annihilated us : But notwithſtanding, 
thy manner of acquainting us, thy tidings bring 
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as much of forrow, dejection, and deſpair, as the 
frailty of our nature can ſuſtain : We muſt depart 
from this happy place, our ſweet receſs, and the 
only conſolation left us; which. is familiar to our 
eyes! and all other places appear inhoſpitable and 
deſolate : And if by inceſſant prayer I could hope 
to alter the will of him who can do all things, I 
would not ceaſe tq weary him with my continual 
cries ; But prayers avail no more againſt his abſo- 
Jute decree, than breath does againſt the winds; 
blown rebounding back upon him that breathes it 
forth : Therefore I fubmit myſelf entirely to his 
great command! What moſt afflicts me is, that 
when I depart from hence I ſhall be, as it were, 
hid from his face, deprived: of the bleſſed light of 
his countenance !. Here I could frequent, with 
worſhip and adorat'o1, every place, where he had 
vouchſafed to appear to me in his divine preſence; 
and could relate to my ſons, Upon this moun- 
« tain he appeared to me; under this tree he 
« ſtood viſible; among theſe pines I heard his 
© voice; here at this fountain did I. talk with 
him.“ So many grateful altars I would raiſe 
up of graſſy turf, and pile, up every bright ſtone 
| from the brook, in remembrance, or to be a mo. 
nument to future generations: And upon theſe 
altars would I offer ſweet· ſmelling gums, and 


fruits, and flowers, In yonder lower world where 


ſhall I ſeek his bright appearances, or trace his 


footſteps ? For though.I fled from him, when he: 


was angry; yet being recalled to prolong life, and 
promiſed offspring, I now. with Joy behold, though 
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but the utmoſt Kitts 'of glory, and- adore afar 1 
kis ſoot ſte ps. 1 
Mic dat replied with great dane bes ant 
ADam! thou knoweſt, that heaven and all the 
earth are his; not only this rock, but his omni» 
preſence fills land, ſea, and air, and every kind 
that lives; warmed and cheriſhed by his quicken» 
ing and ſuſtaining power. He gave thee the 
whole, earth to poſſeſs, and rule; nor was it a 
deſpicable gift! Do not ſurmiſe then, or think 
tuat his preſence is, confined to theſe narrow 
bounds. of PARADISE, or to EDER: This per- 
haps, had been thy capital ſcat, from whence all 
generations might have ſpread; and hither might 
have come from all the ends of the earth, to ccle- 
brate and reverence thee, their great progenitor. 
But thou haſt loſt this pre-eminence ; being now 
brought down to dwell upon lower ground, and 
even with thy ſons. Let do not doubt, but in 
the valley and in the plains, Gop is, even as he 
is here; and will be found alike preſent ; ſtill 
following thee with many a ſign of his preſence, 
ſtill compaſſing thee round with goodneſs and pa- 
ternal love ; he will not hide his face from thee, 
and thou ſhalt ſee the track of his divine ſteps, 
Which that thou mayeſt believe, and be fully 
confirmed in before thou depart from hence, know, 
that I am fent to ſhew thee what ſhall come to 
paſs hereafter to thee and to' thy poſterity : Expe& 
to hear evil mixed with good, grace from above 
contending with the ſinfulneſs of Men ; and 
thereby endeayour to learn true patience, and to 
temper thy greateſt joy with fear and holy ſorrow; 
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and learn to bear with ſubmiſhon either the proſpe. 0 
rous or adverſe ſtate: So ſhalt thou lead the ſaſe M : 
life, and be beſt prepared to endure thy mona | ”! 
paſſage when it comes Aſcend this hill; la tt 
Evg (for I have cloſed her eyes) fleep here below; 

ſa 

ir 


whilſt thou to foreſight wakeſt, as before thoi 
flept while ſhe was created and made. 2601 
„To whom | ADam replied: 1 am reſigned t 
the will of heaven; attend as my fafe guide, and 
Iwill follow thee, for I am reſolved to ſubmit en- 
tirely to the will of heaven, however grievous ity 
chaſtiſements may be to obtain the promiſed reſt, 


t 


eee 


CHAS. 


7 he 4 el aſcends the hill, 2 FH befere | Ada 
| what Should happen rill the flood. 


| © they both alcended in the vifions of Gon | 

It was the higheſt hill of PARADISE, 71 
awhoſe top, the hemiſphere of the earth, on th 
cleareſt view, lay ſtretched out, to the large proſped 
of Apan's, reach. Nor was. that hil Picher not 

wider looking round, wbereon (for a different 
cauſe) the devil ſet our ſecond Avan, Cars) 


we 


„ 


kingdoms of the earth, and the glory of them, Ty 
ey: of Apam might there command, wheren 
ſtood city of ancient, or modern fame; the. ſeab 
of the mightieſt empires: from what was to be it 
future, the walls of Ca unAL U the ſeat of Cary! 
an Chau, and SAMARCAND, by Oxus, Tx MI 
kingdom; to PEXIN, the ſeat of the emperor - 
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ca; z and thence to AGRa, and LaHox, impe- 
rial cities of the GR RAT Mocur; down to 
the Gol pEN CHERSONESE: or where the em- 
peror of PERS1A fat in EcnaTan, or ſince in 
IsraHan: or Where the Czar of Russi 
fat in Moscow, or the TurkIsHn SULTAN 
in BizANTIUM; eye could alſo diſcover the 
empire of NECus, to its utmoſt port EROco; 
and the leſs maritime kingdoms of MomBaza, and 
UtLoa, and MEL ind, and SorALA, which is 
thought to be Orin, to the realm of ConGo and 
ANGOL a fartheſt ſouth : or thence, from the flood of 
Nic ER to mount ATLAS, the kingdoms of AL MAN - 
z0ox, FEZ, and Susa, Morocco and ALcrERS, 
and TREMISEN: From thence he ſaw EUROPE, and 
where Ro ME was to bear dominion over the reſt of 
the world. Perhaps he alſo faw in the ſpirit, rich 
Mex1co, the ſeat of MonTEzuUmE, and Cusco in 
inPERv, thericherſeatof ATaBAaLIPA; and Gut- 
NA, not yet plundered and enſlaved; whoſe great city 
the ſons of:GeRYoN call EL Dor A Do. But Mi- 
CHAEL ſor nobler ſights removed the film from the 
eyes of Abu, which that deceitful fruit had oc- 
caſioned, that had flattered them with clearer ſight; 
then the angel purged the viſual nerve with cye- 
bright and rue, and dropt three drops of water into 
his eyes from the well of life. So great power theſe 
ingredients had over  ADAaMy:that tät pierced | 
even to the utmoſt ſeat of his mind; and he, not 
being longer able to refrain from cloſing his eyes, 
ſunk down, and all his ſpirits became entranced; 
but the angel ſoon raiſed him up gently Nn A 
and thus recalled his attention: 


0 2 


TERESA 


ANY r 8. —.— 


— — 


Is an” —— 34 — 


—— 
XV 


—_—_— CSE 


— 


| "_ arable, and that had been tilled, whereon ew lay 


Yinigs of his fleck, the choiceſt and the beſt; then 


ad growing deadly pale, he groaned out his ſoul 


 frighted r ghts in haſte cried out to the 
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Avan! now open thy eyes; and firſt behold Il _ 
the effects which thy original fin bath brought o on 
fome, who are to ſpring from thee; who never 
touched the forbidden fruit, nor with the knake con. 
ſpired; yet from that erime of thine derived cor- | 


ruption, the force of all bad works. 


Apa opened his eyes, and beheld a field, part 


ce _ 


ſheaves of corn newly reaped; the other part of 
the field was ſheep-walks .and ſheep folds, and 
and in the midſt there ſtood a plain altar of green 
curf, which was as a land=mark between: Thither 
after a while, a ſweaty reaper brought from his til. 
Iage farſt fruits; the green ear, and the, yelloy 
ſheaf, unchoſen, as they came to hand: Next came 
a ſhepherd, with meeker looks, b-inging the firſt- 


© W= <#ws tw. 


ſacrificing, laid the entrails and the fat of the lambs, 
ſtrewed with incenſe, upon wood that had been | 
hewn, and performed all due rites : His offering was | 
ſoon confumed by fire from heaven; but the, 
offering of the former not, for his was not fincere: 
Wiieteat he inwardly raged, and as they talked, 
he roſe uß againſt him and flew him; ſtriking him 
into the midriff with a ſtone: He fell down, 


S © i» =, „ Ht he 


with an effuſſom of guſhing blood. ADan, much 


angel: | 
Oo Diner ae oa great miſchief hath, | 
happened to that meck man, who had facrificed 


with a pure heart; Is this the reward of | piety and 
tree devotion? | 
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.-MicHasL anſwered thus: Thefez. AR ane are 


| two brethren, and are to deſcend immediately from 
" Þ thee; The unjuſt bath for envy lain the juſt, 
r becauſe: his brother's offering found acceptanee 
from heaven, and his not y bat the bloody deed 


will be avenged, though here thou haſt om: him 
die, rolling in duſt and blood. | 

To which: our firſt father made anſwer: Alas! 
both for the deed, and that which is the cauſe of 
it! But, is this» that I have now ſeen DRArRH? 


; b this the way that I muſt return again to my na- 
Lure duſt! O terrible fight | Sight, horrid to think 
of; thea alas, how terrible muſt it be to 
k lbs 5. 


To whom Mica ati replied: Thou haſt ſee 
DeaTH-in his firſt ſhape, exerting his power over 
Max: But there are many ways of dying: All of. 
them are very diſmalz and yet to the ſenſes are 
wore terrible at the entrance, than they are within 
Some (as thou baſt juſt now ſeen) ſhall die by the” 
ſtroke of violence; and ſome by fire, flood, or 
famine; but more 350 intemperance in eating and 
drinking, which ſhall bring awful diſeaſes. upon 
the earth : Of which there ſhall appear a monſtrous: 
crew. before thee; that thou. mayeſt know what 
| miſery thy eating of the forbidden: fruit ſhall bring 
on MEN. 

IMMEDIATELY: there appeared: a place before 
his eyes, fad, noiſome, and dark; it ſeemed an 
hoſpital, wherein were laid numbers of people, ſick: 
of all diſeaſes; All maladies of ghaſtly Cnanes. 
and DisToR TIONS, Faint SicxNEss, AGONY - 
AT HEART; all kinds of Fevers, ConvULSiONS, 
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FALLING SICKNESS, CATARRHs. Thi SToOKx, 
UzcEers, CnoLic:PanGs, RavinG-Mapngss, 
Moavrincg-MELAnNcCHoOLY, LUNEcy, Pining 
ConsSUMeTiON, HECTIckSs, PESTILENCE, 
DRoPs1Es, Gou Ts,and AsTHMASandRHEv Ma. 
Is us. It was very dreadful, to fee the ſick toſſing 
and throwing themſelves about! and to hear their 
deep/groans!- every bed or couch having one on it, 
deſpairzng of life; and DEATH ſeemed to be ready 
at hand to triumph over them; but yet delayed his 
ſtroke, tho? ſo often called upon as their chieſeſt 
good, and laſt only hope. Who, unleſs his heart 
were as hard. as a ſtone, could behold with dry eyes 
a fight ſo full of ſorrow and deformity ? ADAM 
was not able, but wept, though he was not born ol 
Woman : Compaſſion overcame all the ſtrength of 

his natute as a Man, and he wept a conſiderable 


ſpace of time; till conſideration and firmer thought | 
put a reſtraint upon the excefs of his tears, and 
ſcarcely able to utter his words of lorrows he res | 


newed his complaint : 


'Q wrETCHED MANKIND ! How degraded by 
the fall! and to what a wretched ſtate reſerved! |} 
it were better to end here, and never be born! Why || 
is life given, to be ſnatched in this manner from | 
us? Rather, why is it forced upon us? Who, it 
we knew what we were to receive, would either 
not accept of life when offered us; or having once 
accepted of it, beg to lay it down, and be glad to| 


be ſo dilmiſſed in peace? Can the image of Gon 
in Ma (created once ſo goodly and ſo erect, though 
ſince fallen into guilt) thus be debaſed to ſuch hor- 


rid ſufferings, under ſuch excruciating pains? Why 
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„ Þ fhould not Man, who-Rill in part tetains the image 
„ and likeneſs of Go p, be free and exempt from ſuch 
6 diſorders, as he was created im the image of Gopꝰ 
25 Tauzir Mak RR“s i image for ook them; anſwer-s 
- MW cd the archangel; when they ſank and leſſened 
8 I themſelves ſo, that they broke his command: to 
ir ſerve unruly appetite, and took upon them his 
' wage, whom they ſerved; following. the voice of 


a brute, in eating the forbidden tree; for by the! 
is I ferpent's'cating, Eve was induced to fin: + There- 
t BY fore their puniſhment! by diſtemper, is as abject ; 
't BY riot disfiguring Go D's: likeneſs but theirs: Or, if 
it be the likeneſs of God, it is defaced by them- 
1 


ſelres, while they pervert the pure healthful rules 
of Na run to loathſome ſickneſs; and it is juſt: 
it ſhould have this effect, fince they had no 
regard to _ ich ane n r ee 
ertatec k! 
1.1 CANT, faid — * all this is juſt, as 
Fubmit :. But is there not yet another ways. how we 
may ſuffer DEATH, and gently mix with our 
mother e ene nn n _—_ 
pangs 2; © + 1 1427 

His replied Madrranny . y not 
painful, if thou obſerve the rule well, of taking no- 
thing to exceſs but be careful to obſerve temperance 
in eating and drinking; ſeeking from thence not to 
ſatisfy a gluttonous deſire, but only due nouriſh - 
ment: So mayeſt thou live, till many years paſs 
over thy head ; till thou drop like fruit, down to 
thy mother earth: or being quite ripened for 
Darn, be gathered with eaſe, and not plucked: 
barſhly.” This is old age; but then thou muſt 
O 4 
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outlive thy youth, and all thy- length and beauty; 
all which will change, and” thou be withered, 
weak, and greychaired: Thy ſenſes then will . 
come: unactive, nor have any reliſhi of pleaſure like 
what thou haſt now; and, for the air of youth, 
(hopeful and chearful) a melancholy damp of cold. 
neſs: and dryneſs will reign in thy blood, oppreſg 
and weigb down thy e — Wa ien 
the: balm: of life: „ b #173 
To whom our firſt: 8 nag crocs 
ward, I will not fly from DeaTH, nor would [ 
much prolong life: but rather be glad to know how! 
might beſt and eaſieſt get rid of this load which! 
muſt keep till the day appointed for me to render 
it up, and . with patience the time of 1 — 
ſolu tion! aner. 7 27 £5 

To this — replied: Neither —"_ nor 
a life; but all the time thou liveſt, live well; | 


whether for few or many days, leave that ths * 


of Gor ; and now obſerve another ſight. 
+ ADan looked and ſaw a fpacious plain, vpes | 
_ which there were-tents of different ſiaes and co. 
lours: By ſome there were cattle grazing;. from | 
others might be heard the melodious found of in · 
ſtruments; the harp and organ; and he was ſeen, | 
who moved their ſtops and chords, his nimble Þ 
fingers going through all proportions, low and high 1 
correſponded in all the parts. In another part ſtood 
one hammering at the forge, who had melted two | ; 
maſſy clods of iron and braſs, (whether found where 
accidental fire had deſtroyed the woods, upen.ſome 
mountain or valley; down to the veins of the earth; 
thence flowing hot to the cave's mouth: Or whether | 
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waſhed by ſtreams from under ground) he drained 
the liquid ore into molds which he had prepared; 
from which he firft formed his own tools, and then 
what elſe might be wrought or caſt in metal. After 
theſe, on the hither fide of the plain, a different 
fort of people deſcended from the high neighbour- 
ing bills, which was their habitation : By their ap- 
pearance they ſeemed juſt men, and the whole 
purpoſe of their ſtudy to worſhip GoD rightly, and 
to know his works, which are revealed, and to 
follow thoſe things laſt, which might preſerve 
freedom and peace to Man: They had not walked 
long upon the plain, when behold a company of 
fair women iſſued forth ſrom the tents, wantonly 
and gayly dreſſed, and adorned with jewels; they 
ſung ſoft amorous ſongs to inſtruments of muſiek, 
and came on, dancing: The men, though they 
were grave, eyed them as they paſſed, and 

let their eyes 1ove without reftraint; till drawn- 
by ſtrong paſſion and inclination; they began to 
like them, and each choſe her he liked: And 
now- they began to'talk of love, and let the day 

paſs on in nothing elfe; then grown warm, 
they light the nuptial torch, and invoke HY Men, - 
then firſt invoked, to give ſanction to marriage 


| rites: All the tents reſound with feſtivity and 


mirth. Such happy interview and intercourſe, 
the fair conſequence of love and youth, fongs, 
garlands, flowers, and charming ſymphonies, at- 
tached the heart of A DAM, who was ſoon inclined#- 
to admit delight, which he thus expreſſed: 

"ay angel! true __ of my" _ this 
| wat) -; 0804 | 
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viſion ſeems much better than thoſe two paſt, and 
forebodes more hope of peaceful days: Thoſe were 
full of hate and DE a TH, or pains and diſeaſes much 
worſe; here NaTuRE ſeems to have anſwered all 

'To whom 5 anſwered: Never judge 
of. what is belt by pleaſure, though it may ſeem a- 
greeable to NATURE ; ſeeing thou art.created to a 
nobler end, holy and pure, and in conformity with 
GoD.! Thoſe tents thou ſaweſt, which appeared ſo 
pleaſant, they were the tents of wickedneſs; in 
which his race ſhall dwell, who flew his brother; 
they appear ſtudious of arts, that poliſh and adorn 
life; and ate inventors of rare and curious things; 
unmindſul of their MAKER, thoughhis ſpirit taught 


them, but they are not thankful for his gifts: Yet 


they ſhall beget a beauteous offspring; for that fair 
ſemale troop thou ſawelt there, they that ſeemed 
like Goddeſſes, ſo blyth, ſo ſmooth, and gay, are yet 
empty of all good, wherein conſiſts the domeſtick 


honour and chief praiſe of a woman; but theſe ate 
bred up only and aecompliſhed to the taſte of ſinful F 
deſire, and leain to dance, and dreſs, and liſp, and 
glance with their eyes. That ſober race of men 
(whoſe religious lives make them be called the ſons Þ 
of CoD) ſhall ignobly yield up all their virtue, and 
all ckeir fame, to the arts and ſmiles of thoſe fair f 
atheiſts; and now ſwim in joy and laugh, for Þ 

which, in a little time, they muſt weep a world 


of tears. 


To whom AAN replied, convinced of the | 
fa ſeneſs of his joy on the ſight of pleaſure; O what Þ 
a pity and ſhame! that they who live good lives, | 
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ind begin ſo well, ſhould turn aſide tö tread in- 
direct paths, or faint by the way! But ſtill I ſee the 
tenor of Max's miſery holds on we lame, and ws. 
begin from Woman. 7 

I begins, faid the angel, _ the efeminate 
weakneſs of Man, who by wiſdom, and the ſuperior 
gifts he hath received, ſhould hold his place better, 
and preſerve his ny: But now obſerve _ 
fight. 

2 DAM looked, and av a vide tertitory ſpread 
before him; towns, and large countries between 


them; cities with lofty gates and towers, full of in» 


habitants armed and gathered together, with fierce 
faces threatening war: They were giants, and fit 
for bold enterprizes; ſome wielded their arms, and 
ſome curbed the war- horſes; for there were both 
horſe and foot, in a good 'rank and order of battle: 

One way a ſelect band drove a herd of eattle from 
foraging in a fat meadow ground, or elſe a flock of 
ſheep and lambs over the plain, which they had 
taken as their booty: The ſhepherds ſcarcely can 
eſcape witk their livesz but when fled they call 
aſſiſtance, which makes a bloody fray. The ſquad» 
rons join in battle; and now where the cattle lately 
grazed, the bloody and deſerted field hes ſcattered: 
with carcaſſes and arms. Others encamped lay 
lege to a ſtrong city, affaulting it by battery, ſcal - 
ing and mining: Others defend it from the walls 
with darts, javelins, ſtones, and ſulphurous fire! 
Slaughter and war raging on every fide. In the 
other part the heralds call. to council at the gates 
of the city; and preſently aſſemble grey-headed and 
grave men mixed with warriors;. and they make 
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barangues: But the ſaction ſoon makes oppoſit on; 


till at laſt cne Ex och tiſing up, of middle age, dif. 


much of right and wrong, of juſtice, religion, truth, 
peace, and judgment from above; both young and 
old exploded him, and had laid violent hands upon 
him, had not a cloud deſcended, and fnatched him 
from them: So yiolence and oppreſſion, and ſword- 
law proceeded through all the plain, and there was 
no refuge to be found. ADAM was full of tears at 
this ſight, and greatly es. thus nous to his 
guide: el $112: 

Olwnrar are theſe ? Theſe are — mini · 
Hes. not Men ! whoth us inhumanlydealDraTa to 
Men, and multiply ten thouſand fold the ſin of him 
who ſlew his brother; ſor of whom do they make 
ſuch general ſlaughter, but of their brethren z Mx 
of Men? But who was that juſt Man, who, had 
not heaven reſcued him, muſt have hook killed for 
his righteouſneſs ? 


MicRAEL replied thus: Tec are A „ : 
27 thoſe, ill mated mar riages which thou ſaweſt, 
where the good are matched with the bad, who of F 
themſelves: abhot to join; and being imprudently Þ 
mixed, produce prodigious births of body or mind. 
Such theſe. giants ſhall be; men of-exceeding bigh Þ 
. renown z, for in thoſe days, power. only ſhall be 


admired, and called valour and beroick virtue: It Þ 


ſhall be held the higheſt pitch of human glory to 7 


overcome in battle, and ſubdue nations, and bring 
home ſpoil. with infinite manſlaughter; and this 
done only for the glory of triumph; to be. {tiled Þ 
great conquerors and patrons of Maxxi1nvD, and be 


tinguiſhed from the reſt by his deportment, ſpoke 


] 
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called Gods and ſons of Gods; when they much 
more properly might be called deſtroyers and the 
plagues. of Mex. Thus fame and renown'ſhalt 
be atchieved upon earth; and that which moſt de- 
ſerves fame, ſhall be buried in oblivion. But he, 
the ſeventh from thee, whom thou beheldeſt the 
only righteous one ina perverſe word; and there- 
fore hated, therefore. ſo ſurrounded with foes; for 
daring fingly to be juſt, and utter diſagreeable 
truth, © That God would come to judge them 
„ with his ſaints.“ Him, the MosT Hon did, 
as thou ſaweſt, take up to heaven; for he was 
carried ſuddenly away, to walk with Gop high in 
ſalvation and the regions of bliſs, being exempted 
from DEaTH; to ſhew thee what reward attends 
the good, and the evil what puniſhment ; which 
now. caſt thy eyes forward, and thou ſhalt behold. 
Anu looked, and be ſaw. the appearance of 
things quite changed: The brazen throat of war, 
that ſounded ſo loud in the battle, ccaſed; all 
was now turned to game and jollity, to luxury, 
riot, feaſt, and dance, marrying or proſtituting, 
juſt as it happened; committing adultery, or even 


Tapes, where any degree of, beauty allured them: 


To theſe. vices they. added drunkennefs, and con- 
tentious broils. At length there came a teverend 


fire among them, and declared great diſlike of their 


wieked actions, teſtifying againſt their ways; he 
often frequented theiraſſemblies; going whereſoever 
they met, whether at triumphs or feſtivals; and 


_ preached. to them converſion and repentance, as to 


ſouls. under judgment; but it was all in vain: 
Which when he ſaw, he left of contending, and 
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removed his tents far off from theirs: "Then hew. 
ing tall trees on the mountains, he began to build 
4 veſſel of a large bulk, ſmeared round with pitch; 
and in the inſide he contrived a door, and laid in a 
large ſlore of proviſion, both for man and beaſt: 
when to his furpriſe, there came every beaſt and 
bird, and little inſect, by ſevens and pairs, and en» 
tered in, by nature taught; laſt the reverend ſire 
and his wife, and his three ſons with their wives 
entered in alſo; and Gop ſhit them in. Mean 
whlle the ſouth wind aroſe, and blowing fiercely, 
drove together all the clouds from under heaven; 
the hills ſent up to fill them vapours and moilt ex- 
halations: and now the thickened ſky was all over- 
caſt; the impetuous rain ruſhed down, and it con- 
tinued raining till the earth was ſeen no more: the 
floating ark ſwam upon the water, and ſecurely 
floated over the waves: all other dwellings the flood 
overwhelmed, and with them rolled all their pomp 
deep under the water, one wave following upon a- 
nother: the ſea was without ſhore, and the palaces, 
where luxury reigned lately, became the habitation 
of ſea⸗-monſters; all that was left of MAN EkINp, 
lately ſo numerous, embarked in one ſmall bottom. 
How then, Ap Au, didſt thou grieve, to behold the 
end of all thy offspring, and fo ſad an univerſal diſ- 
peopling of the world! another flood of tears and 
ſorrow drowned thee alſo, and ſunk thee like thy 
ſons; till gently raifed up by the angel, thou at laſt 
ſtoodeſt upon thy feet, though comfortleſs; as when | 
a father mourns for his children, which are deftroy- 
ed all at once in his ſight. He with feeble voice 
to the angel uttered this complaint: 
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War terrible vifion do I foreſee! How muetr. 
better had it been for me to have lived ignorant of 
what was to happen hereaſter! So I had born only 
my own part of evil, that of each day being ſufſi - 


cient for the day: now thoſe that were diftribute& 


and divided, to be the burthen of many ages, by 


my fore-knowledge light at once upon me; gain=- 


ing an untimely birth to torment, before their be- 
ing, with the thoughts that they muſt be. Hence- 
forward, let no Manx defire to be foretold what ſhall 
befal him or his children; for he may be aſſured 
before-hand, that it will be evil; which his fore; 
knowing can in no wiſe prevent; and as for the fu- 
ture evil, he ſhall feel it, not only effectually, but 
full as much in apprehenſion; how grievous is that 
to bear! But that care is paſt now, there are no 
Men to give warning to; thoſe few. who have eſ- 
caped famine and anguiſh, will at laſt be loſt, wan- 
dering upon the barren waters. I had conceived 
hope, that when violence and war would have ceaſ- 
ed upon the earth, then all would have gone well; 
that peace would have crowned the race of Max 


with length of bappy days: but I find that I was 


greatly deceived F for now I perceive, that peace 
corrupts as much as war waltes. | Explain to me, 
thou who art full of heavenly knowledge, how 
comes it that theſe things are ſo; and tell me, 
whether the race of MAxK«1ND will here become 
extinct? | WF; 
M1cHaetrt anſwered: thoſe, whom thou ſaweſt 
laſt in triumph and luxurious wealth, are they who 
perform acts of eminent valour and great exploits, 
but will be deſtitute of true virtue; and will ſpill 
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_ taracts of heaven ſhall be ſet open, and pour rain 
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much blood, and make great devaſtation in ſubdu · 


ing nations, and having thereby obtained -in the 
world: fame, high titles, and much riches, ſhall 
change the courſe of their lives to pleaſure, eaſe, 
and Juſt; till wantonneſs and pride, even in time 
of peace, and among. friends, ſhall occaſion ſtrife, 
and warlike deeds. Thoſe alſo, who are conquer. - 
ed, and enflaved by war, ſhall with their freedom: 
loſe all their virtue, and all fear of Gop; from 
whom (as they had but a pretended picty) they: 


found no aſſiſtance in the day of battle againſt in- 


vaders; therefore grown cool in their zeal, they 
mall thenee-forward practiſe how to live ſccure up- 
on what their conquerors ſhall leave them to enjoy: 
fo, all ſhall turn degenerate, all ſhall be depraved, 


and juſtice, temperance, truth, and faith be forgot; 


excepting Noa n, who: ſhall: be the only ſon of light 
in that dark age; he will be faithful againſt all al- 
lurements, caſtoms,. and an offended world: not- 
ſtanding in fear of reproach, ſcorn, or violence, he 
ſhall admoniſn them of their ways, and ſet before. 


them the paths of righteouſneſs, ſhewing how much 


more ſaſe they are, and full. of peace; threatening 
wrath to come, if they ſhould remain impenitent; 
and for this teaching he. ſhall be derided by them. 
But: the only. juſt Max alive, being obſerved by 


Cop, ſhall-by: his command build a wonderful ark 


(as thou haſt beheld) to ſavechimſelf-and his houſ- 


bold, from a world devoted to univerſal ruin. No 
feoner ſhall he, with thoſe of Manx1np, and all 


hvwvg creatures ſelected to preſerve the kind, be 
lodged: in: the ark, and ſhut in faſt; but all the ca- 
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day and night upon the earth; all the fountains of- 
the deep ſhall be broke up, and heave the ocean be- 
- yond all its former bounds ; till the inundation riſe 

above the higheſt hills. Then this: mount of Pa- 
RADISE, by the power of the waves, ſhall be mov- 
ad out of its place, by the violence of the-raging 
flood, and all its verdures' ſhall be ſpoiled, and all 
its trees ſet. adrift down the great river to the main 
ocean; and there take rodt, and be a bare and ſalt 
iſland, be the haunt of fiſh, and be filled: with the 
noiſe of water · ſowla; to teach thee, that Go D at- 
tributes no holineſs to place, if none be brought 
thither by MEN who frequent or dwell init. And. 
now behold what there is further to come to paſs. 
Apa looked and ſaw the ark floating to and 
fro upon the flood, which was now abated; for. the 
clouds were fled: away, driven by 2 keen north 
wind, that blowing hard and dry, began to leſſen 
the bulk of the waters, and the clear ſun ſhone hot: 
upon the watry deluge, and drew up conſiderabl 
from the waves: which made their flowing de- 
creaſe, and they ebbed towards. the deep; whoſe 
Nuices were now ſtopped, and the windows of bea ; 
ven ſhut alſo, The ark now floats no longer, but 
reſts on dry ground, fixed-faſt on the top of a high 
mountain: Now the tops of the hills began to ap- 
pears. like rocks; from whence the rapid currents. 
drove their furious tide, with great noiſe and vio- 
lence, towards the retreating ſea, Forth with a, ra» 
ven flies out of the ark, and after him (what proved 
a ſuter meſſenger) a dove, ſent forth twice, to fee 
if ſhe could find green tree or ground, whereon to, 
fet her foot; returning the ſecond time, ſhe hringy 
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an olive leaf plucked off in her mouth, which was 
a ſign of peace between Gop and Noan. After 
a while the dry ground appears, and the ancient juſt 
man deſcends from his ark with all bis train: then, 
with hands liſted up, and with devout eyes grateful 
to heaven, behold: over his head a-dewy cloud, the 
diſtinct appearance of à bow, of three colours va- 
riouſly intermixed, betokening peace with Gop, 
and a new covenant made with Max; whereat the 
heart of Ana u, which before had been ſo ſad, tre · 
joiced greatly, and thus he joyfully eried out: 
HzAVENLx inſtrucqor! who canſt repreſent fu - 
ture things, as clear as if they were preſent; this 
laſt ſ ght revives me, ſeeing that it aſſures me, that 
Man with all the creatures ſhall live, and preſerve 
their. ſeed. I do not lament now for the deſtruc- 
tion of one whole world of wicked ſons, ſo much 
as I rejoice to ſee one man fo perfect and ſo juſt, 
that God. vouchſafes from him to raiſe another 
world, and to forget all his anger. But tell me, 
what mean theſe coloured ſtreaks, that are ſtretched 
out in heaven, and look like the brow of Gop ap- 
peaſed ? Or, do they ſerve as a' flowery edge, to 
bind the fluid ſkirts of that ſame watry cloud, leſt 
it ſnould diſſolve and ſhower down upon the earth? 
To whom the arch- angel anſwered: Thou judg- 
eſt right; ſo willingly doth Gon remit his anger, 
though ſo lately he repented that he made Man, 
feeing he was become ſo much depraved ; being 
grieved at his heart, when looking down he ſaw 
the whole earth filled with violence and all fleſh cor- 
rupt inthe imagination of their thoughts: yet thoſe 
ence removed, one juſt Man ſhall find ſuch grace 
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in his ſigbt, that he relents, and determines. not to 
blot out ManKinD, and makes a covenant, that 
the waters ſhall never become à flood, to deſtroy, 
the earth again, nor ever to let the ſea ſurpaſs its. 
bounds, nor rain to fall ſo as to drown the world, 


with Ma and beaſt therein: But, when be brings 
a cloud over the earth, be will ſet his bow in the 


clouds, and it ſhall be for a token of a covenant 
between Gon and the earth; day and night, heat 
and cold, ſeed-time and harveſt, ſhall hold their 


courſe, and not ceaſe ; till fire purge all things new, 
and a new heaven and earth ſhall be made, wherein 


righteouſneſs ſhall have its fixed habitation. 


* 
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res ARGUMENT. ; 
| the . 41 continues to relate what oall * W 
the flood, then mentioning Abraham, comes by de- 
grees to explain who that ſeed of the Woman ſhall 
be, which was promiſed Adam and Eve in the fall: 
| bis incarnation, death, reſurrection, and'aſcenfion : 
the flate of the church till his ſecond coming. A- 
dam greatly ſatisfied and comforted by theſe re- 
lations and premiſes, deſcends the hill with Mi- 
chael; awakes Eve, who all this while had flept,. 
but with gentle dreams compoſed to quietneſs of 
mind and ſubmiſſion. Michael leads them out of 
Paradiſe, the fiery ſword waving behind them, 
and the Cherubim og their flatien to guard Par 
radiſe.. 


* 
* 
4 
= 
* 


- 


Lib 12 


5 ThE x. 


be 


” , 17 
$ ALITTALY ft 


- 


155 
txt 

1 
, 


iy 


We 
WT 
* $945] 


U 


W W 


% 
Willy 


\ 
d \ 
4 


[ 
gon 


ſ\ 


f 


| 


ii! | 


N. 


n. 
/ Ne 
e 


2770 
77777777077 
OA 


”# 


gr 

## 
77 9.6. - 
7 WIA 


3's 


* 4 


7777177 


V4 
1 * 
F 
7 41707771 77 

4 
7 ＋.-k]⁰ 1165 


5 


Mill 


: 


* 
* 
1% 7 


at 


- 


180 
kV 

"44% 

Ny 


| 


U 


— 9741 


2222 


+++ Tt + 


a be ot 6... 3. Acc. ͤk: a tC do wy ae  c=o T7 SY 


* * 
* * ” 
* a 
* K D 
4 * = « # . 
1 
8 * 
1 * * 1 * | 
% . 4 = 
, * 
” * of ” . . * » a g , 
Z ; - 
aw * 4 
* - 1 So p 
e I pa . „ — * * 
k a 1 T PLES 2 5 n 
- 8 1 i 
— wy % = x 
a 3 * 4 * * 
b IR 2 5 
* 
2 * 1 . . "4 . 
, ' 8 og F o | bo 
. 
” * 9 
: * * 1 * . 4 
of 8 v N N 4 4 
# K * a 
g . 
1 
- ©. * p 
* * 4 
1 g 7 "= 
1 * ( 
* * 
7 : 44% 1 
; : p . * — 
— 5. . 
' cy : 4 


4 7 F 
* ® * o - 5 bs 
* 1 * we o | e 
| ; * p ; — 7 ” 
x * % * . 5 4 » 42 A » 
ö ' 0 > & $ . 
4 1 * i 5 * * 1 ” '} RT) 4 % a7? wy 
P % ® 1 1 5 ' 
0 — * 
* 1 
* % 0 % 4 N Ss : c | 
. „ L 
* , a \ | 
* 3 ' " 5 2 : 
* Bo . , | " 
| 4 - a * a 
s* . * "4 8 4 " - 2 
F * 11 . — ry . 8 
x Fs . 
* 2 9 * i*> 85 * aw W-” 
J «% rs l , - 
- * , . 
ny 2 v2 U * * p 4 
1 * * 1 5 4 a - . 
| | 
4 t * a 88 7 ' 
* 
ON * 5 . * > 
2 » * - - Þ 
© * * * — d 
| * 
yo * A * R L h N . f g 5 
" * * % * þ * — £ ; 2 
f = * i k * Wy » n ann I — 
. 1 . 4 5 : — 4 2 : p 


= 
% 
- 
* 
» * 
: * 
6 ; 
| | i 
OS Gr te ee — — ———— — OO — — —— 2 — — r — — — — ————— ———— — — 
— — n ory + 0 Cn re arent «nf — 8 9 
* " A N 
— —— AE — 2 ö | | | | 
— 1 - 0 © TY %. * P + 93 * vo" 22 
| = . L 4 * a” a i ' 4 299.” * of x n N 4 \ \ 2 : . — 3 i 
Pf CE ENS e FD e . F n 0 1 [ "+ ihe 
2 0 7 * * F E YZ 4 ww 9 — 2 þ > 7 , \ E * 
4 WS. S "pF " Ws OO TT ee 8 ds 3 0 


* 
2 L . 5 —— 


PARADISE n. 333 


0 H A r. 1, (16 Iten 


Aichael relates what ſhall vB after the fad 
and foretells the coming of Chriſt. | 


HE angel here made a full Kop, between the 

world deſtroyed and the world reſtored, i- 
magining ADAM might have ſome queſtion to. aſk 
him. Hie then thus went on with his hiſtory: 

Apan, thcu haſt thus ſeen the beginning and 
ending of one world, and Man proceeding as from 
a ſecond ſtock: there yet remains a great deal more 
for thee to ſee; but 1 perceive that thy mortal ſight 
begins to fail thee; nor can it be otherwiſe, for di- 
vine objects muſt needs impair and weary the hu- 
man ſenſes: ſo that what is to come henceforward 
I ſhall only relate to thee; do thou therefore be at- 
tentive, and give proper audience to what I ſhall 
lay. 

Tus new race of Men, before they multiply. 
greatly, and while the dread of paſt judgments re- 
mains freſh in their minds, ſhall lead their lives in 
the fear of Gop, with regard to juſtice and what is 
right : and they ſhall multiply apace, manuring and 
improving the earth; and reaping plentiful crops.. 
of corn, wine and oil; and often from the herds. 
or flocks making freribewn of bullocks, lambs, or 
kids, with large offerings of wine poured out, ſhall 
ſpend their days in joy and ſacred feſtivity; and 
dwell for à long time in peace, by families and. - 


— . 
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tribes, under paternal rule; till one called N1x- 
noD- ſhall ariſe, of, proud and ambitious heart: 
who, not content with a fair and equal ſhare, will 
aſſume an undeſerved dominĩon over the reſt of his 
brethren, and quite diſpoſſeſs concord and the law 
of Nature from the earthy” hunting wild beaſts, and 
not only beaſts, but Mex alſo; ſubduing with war, 
and laying hoftile ſnares for ſuch as refuſe ſubjec. 
tion to Kis tytannical uſurpation: for that reaſon 
he ſhall be called a mighty Hunter before the 
Lonxp; meaning either in deſpite of heaven, or 
elſe claiming from heaven the ſecond fovereignty; 
and though he hall accuſe others of rebellion, yet 
| from rebellion he ſhall derive his name, for: ſuch is 
1 the meaning of the word NtmroD. He, witha 
At crew, joined to him by like ambition, or deſign of | 
. tyrannizing under him, marching from Enx x to- | 
wards the weſt, ſhall find the plains, in which a 
= black bituminous ſlime boils out from under the 
. ground, as it were the mouth of hell. Of chat ſtuff, 
4 and bricks, they contrive to build a city, and a 
tower whoſe top may reach to heaven: thinking 
"i thereby to get themſelves a hame; leſt, being diſ- 
"Il perſed far away in foreign lands, the memory of 
them ſhould be loſt; not regarding, whether the 
FS, fame they acquired was good or evil. But Gov, 
4 who oft times deſcends unſeen to viſit Men, and 
9 paſſes among their habitations to take notice of their 
actions, ſoon beholding them, comes down to ſec 
their eity, long before the tower reached up to hea- 
ven; and, in detiſion, confounded their native lan · 
guage, the HrBREw, and inſtead thereof, gave 
chem 6nly power to make a jangling noiſe of words, 
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not underſtood by one another. Forthwith a loud 
and confuſed talking riſes among the builders, each 


call to the other, and no body underſtands; till 


boarſe and all in a rage, they ſtorm, thinking them» 
ſelves, mocked by each other: the angels in heaven 
loaking don, held them in great deriſion, to ſee 
the ſlrange hubbub, and hear the noiſe. Thus this 
ridiculous building, which they fooliſhly thought 
might reach heaven, was leſt; and the an. 
BIBEL; which ſignifies confuſion. | 

ADAM being. diſpleaſed at what he ſaw bis ach. 
fring. do,., exclaimed thus: O execrable ſon ! to 
aſpire ſo above his brethren ; aſſuming to himſelf 
an uſurped authority not given him from Gon: 
he only gave us an abſolute; dominion, over beaſt, 
ſh, and fowl; that right we hold by his permiſ- 
ſion: but he never made Ma lord over MEN; 
that title he hath reſerved to himſelf only; for 
Gop left the human race free from human tyran- 
ny. But, this tyrant and uſurper ſtops not his 
ambitious, uſurpation upon Max only; he alſo in- 
tended his new tower to be a ſiege againſt the Gop 
of heaven. Wretched and miſtaken Man! What 
food will he convey up thither, to ſuſtain himſelf 


and his raſh'army? Where the thin air above the 


clouds will conſume his groſs entrails; and if he 
were provided with bread, he muſt die, the air be: 
ing too much ratefſied for him to breathe in. 
# Mien L replied thus: Thou haſt a: juſt ab- 
horrence- of that ſin, which brought ſuch great 
trouble upon the quiet ſtate of Max, endeavour» 
ing to ſubdue reaſonable- liberty; yet learn at the 
fame time, that ſince true liberty is loſt, by reaſon of 
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original ſin, (and liberty is always joined with 
tight reaſon, and ſeparated from it ean have no 
being) reaſon in Man being obſcured; or not o. 
-beyed, immediately inordinate deſires and ſudden 
paſſions catch the government from it, and reduce 
the whole Max to ſervitude, who till then was 
free. Thereſore, ſince he permits ungoverned 
powers to reign over free reaſon within himſelf; 
God, in juſt judgment, ſubjeCts ir from without 
to violent uturpers, Who oft-times endeavour to 
take away his freedom. So that there muſt be 
ſuch a thing as tyranny ; though that cannot ſerve 
for any excuſe to him who is a tyrant : yet, ſome- 
times nations will decline ſo low from virtue, that 


y . 5 < t 1 5 
— 4 4 K 4 - A ſ . 1 - N hes 4 n 9 1 — ** —_— "Tx" — oe) = — - = 
— — wth. ed — n * - 8 De „ „ ** 4.43 54.4.4 IS + SS «ti r rene T8 pe 
C ˙²˙.. ĩ˙Ä1±ꝛO ↄñxß̃ .w5ʃ . Lo IP ͤ I 197 9 Eoin» 2 
l — — = * — 2 — — * r . — * — 2 4 _—— ym — _ N 
with — — — — — — 0 


i no wrongs,” but juſtice and ſome fatal curſe, de- 
| prives them of their out wat d liberty, their inward 
=. being loſt by themſelves; witneſs 'Ham, the irre- 
4 verent fon of Noam, who' built the ark; who, for | 
= | the ſhame done to his vicious race; © A sER- b 
] i « yANT OF SERVANTS SHALL HE BE uxTo fs 
* „ HIS BRETHREN.” Thus will this latter world, | 
4 as the former did, go on from bad to worſe; till at 

j | laſt Goo, wearied with their iniquities, will draw 
: | his preſence: from. among them, and turn his ho- f 
ll. lineſs away from them; from thenceforth reſolved ( 
+ | to leave them to their own polluted ways, and to 1 
W ſelect one peculiar nation from all the reſt to be a- | 
. dored by ; 2 nation to ſpting from one faithſul b 
Manx; that is to fay, from ABRANAu, yet teß. b 
i ding on this ſide the river EUuEHRATESs, and c 
bred up to . worſhip idols. Canſt thou believe p 
it poſſible? O that Mex ſhould be grown ſo ſtu- p 


pid and ſenſeleſs, while yet the pattiarch Noat 


lived, who eſcaped the flood, as to forſake the li- 
ey foes, and fall down to worſhip their own ' 


ſhew him; and from him will raiſe a mighty na- 
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in wood and ſtone, and call them gods! yet 
the moſt high Gop vouchſafes to call him — 4 
viſion from his father's houſe, and from his kin- 
dred and falſe gods, into a land which he will 


tion, and upon him ſhower his benediction ſo, 
that in his ſeed all nations ſhall be bleſſed : he 
immediately obeys Gop's call and promiſes; ſirm- 
ly believing, though he did not know to what land 
he was to go. I obſerve with what faith he leaves 
his gods, all his friends, and native country, 
which is Ur of CHaLDaa ;. now paſſing the ri- 
ver EurHRATES to HARAN; and after him a 
numerous train of herds and flocks, and abundance 
of ſervants; not wandering poorly without his 
ſubſtance, but truſting all his wealth with Gop, 
who called him to an unknown land. Now he 
comes to CaNaaN ; I fee his tents pitched all a- 
bout S1CHEM, and the neighbouring plain Mo- 
REH. There he receives a promiſe, that all that 
land ſhould be given to his poſterity, northward 
from HAMA TER, to the deſart ſouth of ARABIA 
(I call things by their names, though as yet they 
are not named) and eaſt from Hzrwon to the 
MepriTtERRANBEAN ſea; mount HRMOox that 
lies these, and yonder ſea! (look at each place in 
proſpect as I point to them.) Upon the ſhore 
there is mount CARMEL ; here the river JoR Dany 
ſpringing from two fountains, is the boundary of 
Canaan on the eaſt fide; but Apranan's 
ſons ſhall dwell as far as 8E Tx, which is all that 
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long ridge of hills ! Now conſider this well, that 
all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in his 


| ſeed : by that ſeed, thy GREAT DELivertR is 
meant, who ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent; 


about which, before I depart, I ſhall reveal more 
to thee, This bleſſed patriarch (who, by reaſon 
of his obedience ſhall be called faithful A BRA. 
HaM) leaves a ſon called Isaac; and of him a 


grandchild called Jacos very much like him in 
faith, wiſdom, and renown. The grandchild, ha- 
ving twelve ſons, departs from CANaAaN to a land, 


which will afterwards be called Ecyyer, divided 
by the river NiLE : ſee there it flows, diſgorging 
itſelf at ſeven mouths into the ſea | He comes to 


lire in that land, being thither invited by a young- 


er ſon in time of famine ; (call him Josten) a 
ſon, whoſe worthy deeds raife him to be the next 
in dignity to PHARAOH in that kingdom : there 
he dies, and leaves his race growing into a na- 
tion 3 and being thought too powerful by another 
king who ſucceeded to the throne of that kingdom, 


ſome years after the death of JosEPH, he endea- 


youred to ſtop the growth of their numbers, look- 
ing upon. them as too numerous a people to ſhare 
the land with them: where he, inhoſpitably, of 
gueſts. made them flayes, and ordered the mid- 
wives of -EGYPT- to kill all the HEBREW male 
infants ; till by two brethren, (call thyſe two 


' brethren Moss and AARON) who ſhall be ſent 


from GoD, to demand his people to be delivered 
from bondage: they return back again to their 
promiſed land, with glory and ſpoils. But firſt 
thc lawleſs tyrant (who denies to know any thing 
of their Cop, or give any regard to their mel: 
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fage) muſt be compelled to let them go, by ſigns 
and great plagues : the rivers, and ponds, and 
pools of water, muſt be all turned to blood; his 
palace muſt be filled at different times with 
frogs, and lice, and flies, which will be 
loathſomely ſcattered over the land: there muſt 


be a grievous murrain 3 his cattle muſt die 
ol the rot, and blotches and blains muſt disfigure 


his fleſh, and the fleſh of all his people: then 
thunder, and hail, and fire, running along the 
ground very grievous, ſuch as there was none like 
it in EcyeT ſince it became a nation: and it 
ſmote both Man and beaſt, and every herb of 
the field, and broke every tree. What that does 
not devour, either herb, or fruit, or grain, a dark- 
ſome cloud of locuſts (ſuch as had never been be- 
fore, nor ever will be again) muſt eat, and leave 
nothing green upon the ground: a thick dark- 
neſs muſt overſhadow his kingdom ; ſuch darkneſs 
as may be felt, and- endure for three days; ſo that 
they neither ſaw one another, nor any roſe from 
their place: and laſtly, with one ſtroke at mid 

night, all the firſt-born of EGyÞ>'r, from the king 
to the meaneſt ſervant, muſt be laid dead; and e- 
ven the firſt-born of beaſts. Thus PHARAOEH, 
the king of EG vr, at length tamed with theſe 
ten plagues, ſubmits to let the children of Is KA EI. 
depart; and often humbles his ſtubborn heart; 
but ſtill it was like ice, that will freeze the hard- 
er after it has been thawed : till purſning in his 
rage thoſe he had fo lately diſmiſſed, the ſea ſwal- 
lows him up, with his whole army ; but lets the 
children of ISRAEL paſs as upon dry nes and 
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the waters were a wall unto them, on their right 
hand and on their left, which ſtood ſo divided on 
Mosts's ſtretching his rod over the ſea; till ſuch 
time as thoſe he had to reſcue were got on ſhore 
through the RED SEA. Such wondrous power 
Gop will ſend to holy Moss, though bis angels 


will be there in preſence ; who ſhall go before the 


camp of IsRAEL, in a cloud and a pillar of fire; 
and remove and go behind them, by day a cloud, 
and by night a pillar of fire, to guide them in 
their journey while PHaraon purſues them. He 
will purſue them all night, but Gop will inter- 


poſe darkneſs between him and them, till morn- 


ing ; then looking through the fiery pillar and the 
cloud,  Gop will trouble the army of the Ec rx- 


 T1ANs, and render al} their chariots unfit for uſe: 


when Mosgs, by command, extends his power- 
ful rod once more over the ſea; the ſea obeys bis 
rod, the waves return to their place that ſtood dis 
vided, and overwhelm the hoſt of PRARAORH the 
choſen people of Go p advance on, through the wild 
deſart, towards CANAAN ; not the neareſt way, 
leſt entering on the country of the Cax AAT TBS, 
it might alarm them, and they be obliged to en- 
ter into war, being quite undiſciplined, and feat 
might make them return back to EcreT, chuſing 
inglorious life with flavery, rather than death: 


| (for life is more ſweet to the nobleſt minds, ſpent 


in peace than in war; except where raſhnels 
puſhes forwards.) This alſo they ſhall gain by 
their ſtay in the wilderneſs; that there they ſhall 
lay the foundations of their government, and chuſe 
their great ſenate, through the twelve tribes, to 
rule according to the laws which God ordained 


% 
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GoD, deſcending from the mountain of SINAI, 
(which ſhall tremble at his preſence) will himſelf 
ordain them laws, with thunder, lightning, and 


the loud ſound of a trumpet ; part, ſuch as apper- 
tain to civil juſtice ; part, religious rites of ſacri- 
ice, teaching them by types and ſhadows of that 
ſeed which was decreed to bruiſe the ſerpent, by 


what means he ſhall bring the deliverance of Max- 
KIND to paſs. But the voice of Gop is dreadful to 


the ears of MEN: they beſeech, that Mogses 


might report his mind to them, and that terror 
might ceaſe: he grants them their deſire; they 
being inſtructed, that there is no acceſs to 'GoH 


without a mediator, whoſe high office now Mo- 


$ES bears in a figurative ſenſe to introduce one 
greater, of whoſe day he ſhall: foretel, and all the 
prophets in their age ſhall propheſy of the times 


of the great Mess1an. Thus laws and rights 


being eſtabliſhed, Gop takes ſuch delight in MEN. 
obedient to his command, that he condeſcends to 
ſet up his tabernacle among them, and to dwell 


with mortal Men. By his command is built a. 


ſanctuary of cedar, overlaid with gold; and in 
that an ark, or little cheſt; and in that his teſti- 
mony, the records of his covenant with his peo- 


ple: over theſe a mercy-ſeat of Gop, between 


the wings of two bright cherubim: before him 
burn ſeven lamps, as-in a zodiack, whoſe number 
is to repreſent the ſeven-planets : over the tent a 
cloud ſhall reſt by day, and a gleam of fire by 
night, except when they travel; ſor then the cloud. 
ſhall be taken up from over the tabernacle ; till at 


length they come, conducted by the angel of. 
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God, to the land promiſed to ABRAHAM and his 
feed. It would be tedious to tell, how many 
battles fought, how many kings deſtroyed and 
how many kingdoms won ; or how the ſun ſhall 
ſtand ſtill in the midſt of heaven a whole day, 
and put off the due courſe of the night, at the 
command and voice of a Man; Sun! ſtand 
it thou ftill upon GIBBON, and thou moon ! in 
« the valley of AJaLoN, till ISRAEL overcome ;” 
80 call Isaac's ſon, the third from ABRAH AM, 
and from him his whole deſcent, who thus ſhall 
win CANAAN, ſhall be called Is RAE U., or ISRAEL: 
| #TES» 
ADaM here interrupted the angel, and faid, 
Now I find my eyes opened, and my heart, which 


was perplexed, not knowing what would become 


of my family, made eaſy: I ſee in my ſeed and 
the ſeed of ABRAHAM him, in whom all the fami- 
lies of the earth ſhall be bleſſed, but till I cannot 
comprehend the reaſon of Gop's giving ſo many 
laws. There will certainly be a number of guil- 
ty perſons, where thoſe laws are to reſtrain: bow 
can Gop reſide with ſuch ? 

Micnatr made this reply: doubt. not, but 
that fin will find place among them, as being be- 
gotten of thee ; and therefore was law given them, 
to make their natural depravity appear, by ſtirring 
up ſin to fight againſt law; that when they ſee 
that law can diſcover fin, but not remove it, (ex- 
cept by thoſe ſhadowy and weak oxpiations, the 
blood of bulls and goats) they may conclude, that 
ſome blood more precious mult be paid for Max; 
the juſt for the unjuſt : that in ſuch righteouſneſs 


imputed to them by faith, they may find juſtifica- 
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tion towards Gop, and peace of conſcience; 
which the law by ceremonies cannot appeaſe, nor 


Max perform the mortal part; and not perform 


ing it, cannot live: ſo that law appears imperſect, 
and is only given, with a purpoſe to reſign them, 
in the fulneſs of time, up to a bettet covenant ; 
being led from the ſhadow of types to truth : from 
fleſh to ſpirit ; from the impoſition of ſtrict laws 
to ſree acceptance of large grace; from fervile fear 
to filial fear; from works of law to works of faith. 
And therefore Moss, though highly beloved of 
God, ſhall not (being but the miniſter of law) 
lead his people into the land of Canaan ;z but 
Joshua, whom the GENTILBS call Jas us, bear- 
ing his name and office; who ſhall bruiſe the ſer- 
pent, and bring back Man through the world's 
wilderneſs, who had wandered long there, ſafe to 


an eternal paradiſe of reſt. Mean while, they- 
placed in their earthly Canaan, ſhall dwell a 


long time and proſper ; but when the national 
ſins interrupt their public peace, provoking Gon 
to raiſe them up enemies, from whom, upon their 
being penitent, he as often ſaves them; firſt by 
Judges, then under kings; of whom the ſecond 
{renowned both for piety and warlike deeds) ſhall 
receive an irrevocable promiſe, that his regal throne 
mall endure for ever: all the prophets ſhall pro- 
pheſy the like ; that of the royal ſtock of Davin 
(for ſo I name this king) fhall riſe a ſon, which is 
the ſeed of the Woman, which has been foretold 
thee ; and which, as I have already informed thee, 
ſhall be foretold to ABRAHAM, as one in whoa all 


nations ſhall be bleſſed; he ſhall be foretold to kings, 
and himſelf ſhall be the laſt of kings, for of his reign 
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there ſhall be no end. But, firſt there muſt enſue 
a long ſucceſſion ; and his next ſon; famed for 
wealth and wiſdom, ſhall enſhrine the ark of Goy 
in a glorious temple; till then reſting under the 
cloud, or wandering in tents. Such kings follow 
him, that ſhall be bad, part good ; but moſtly bad; 
whoſe foul idolatries, and other faults added to 
the ſms of the people, will ſo incenſe Gop, 
that he will leave them, and expoſe their land, their 
city, his temple, and his holy ark,' with all his 
facred things, a prey and ſcorn to that proud city 
whoſe high walls thou ſaweſt left in confuſion; 
thence called BapyLoxn. There he lets them live 
in captivity the ſpace of feventy years; then brings 
them back again; remembring mercy, and his 
covenant fworn to Davin. Being returned from 
BaBYLON, by the leave of kings who were their 
lords, whoſe hearts Gon diſpoſed, they firſt re. 
built the houſe of Gop, and live for a while 
moderate, in mean eſtate; till grown rich and po- 
pulous, they grow factious. But the diſſenſion 
firſt ſprings among the prieſts; MEN who attend 
upon the altar, and who moſtly ſhould endeavour 
to keep peace: Their ſtrife brings pollution upon 
the temple itſelf; at laſt they ſeize upon the ſcep- 
ter, and pay no regard to the houſe of DaviD:. 
Then they loſe it to a ſtranger, to HEROD, that 
the true anointed King, the MEss14an, might be 
born, debarred of his right: Yet a ſtar appearing 
at his birth, which had never before been ſeen in 
heaven, proclaims him come; and guides the wiſe 
men of the caſt to him, who enquire the place 
where he was, to offer incenſe, -myrrh, and gold: 


THE FALL OF MAN. 345 


A joyful angel tells the place of his birth to the 


fimple ſhepherds, as they kept watch by night; 
they gladly haſte thither, and there a multitude of 
| the hoſt of heaven were praiſing GoD, and ſing- 
ing ſongs of joy. A virgin ſhall be his mother, 
but he ſhall be begot by the power of the MosT 
Hicn! He ſhall deſcend his hereditary throne, 
and the bounds of his kingdom thall be that of the 
whole earth; dut his glory ſhall be bounded only 
with the heavens. 

M1CHAEL gave over ſpeaking z perceiving A- 
Dam ſo full of joy, that if he had not vented it 
with words, it would, like grief, have occaſioned 
him to burſt out into tears; ſo he now ſpoke to 
the angel : 

O woNDERFUL prophet ! finiſher of glad ti- 
dings and future good, to the utmoſt that can be 
dcfired or hoped for; now I underſtand clearly, 
what I have often ſearched in vain 4 why the great 
REDEEMER that we expect ſhould be called the 
ſeed of Woman : Hail, virgin mother, high in 
the love of heaven! yet thou ſhalt proceed from 
my loins, and from thy womb ſhall proceed the 
SON of the moſt high GopD; ſo Gop unites with 
Man. Now is the time for the ſerpent to expect 
his final defeat, with mortal and everlaſting pain. 
When, and where, will their fight be? And tell 
me, I pray thee, what ſtroke it is that ſhall bruiſe. 
the ſerpent's head, 

MicnakL anſwered : Do not imagine that it 
will be a corporeal fight, or that there will be real 
wounds given, or received, in ſuch places as the 
head or heel: The Son of Gov does not join 
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manhood to the Godhead, that ſo he may over 
throw thy enemy with mere ſtrength : Nor is Sa- 
TAN ſo to be overcome, whoſe fall from heaven 
(which was a deadlier bruiſe) did not difable him 


from giving thee thy death's wound ; which he, 


who comes thy SAVIOUR, fhall cure again ; not 
by deſtroying Sa Tax, but by deſtroying his works 
in thee, and in thy ſeed. Nor can this be, but by 


fulfilling that (which in thee was wanting) obedi- 


ence to the law of Gor, impoſed on penalty of 
DEaTH ; and. by ſuffering DEATH, which is the 
penalty due to thy tranſgreſſion, and due to all 
them that ſhall proceed from thee : It is by this 
only, that high juſtice can be fully ſatisfied. He 
ſhall exactly fulfil the law of Gon, both by obe- 
dience and love; though love alone is the fulfilling 
of the law : He ſhall undergo thy. puniſhment, 
by coming in the fleſh to, a reproachful life, and 
to a curſed death; proclaiming- life to all thoſe 


who ſhall believe in his redemption : and that his 


obedience. is imputed to them, becoming theirs 
by faith, that they are faved by his merits, and 


not their own works, though they may keep the 


moral law. For this he ſhall live hated, be blaſ- 
phemed, ſeized on by force, have judgment. paſ- 
ſed on him, and be condemned to a ſhameful-and 
ignominious DEATH; be nailed to a croſs by his 
own nation, and ſlain for having been fo gracious 
as to bring life: But with him are crucifies thy 
enemies, that is, the law that is againſt thee, and 
the ſins of all MaxxinD; which never more 


ſhall do them hurt, who een put their truſt. 


in this his fatisfaQtion, So he dies, but ſoon 11 
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ſes again from the dead: He ſhall not remain long 
under the power of DeaTH ; before the morning 
of the third day, he ſhall be ſeen to riſe out of 
the grave, bright as the light of day; having paid 


the ranſom which redeems ManxinD from 


Dark; his death for Man, to as many as do 
not neglet the offer of life, and will embrace 
the benefit of faith accompanied by works. This 
godlike act repeals thy doom, the death thou 
ſhouldeſt have died; having through fin loſt and 
forfeited life for ever: This act ſhall bruiſe the 
head of SATAN, cruſh his ſtrength, by defeating 
Six and DEATH, the two main inſtruments of 
his power; and fix their ſtings far deeper into 
his head, than temporal DEATH ſhall bruiſe the 
conqueror's heel, or theirs whom he redeems: 

How little will that be to ſuffer? A death like 
fleep! a gentle and ſafe paſſage to a glorious and 
immortal life ! Nor will the REDEEMER after his 
reſurreCtion ſtay longer upon earth, than to appear 
certain times to his diſciples; Men, who in his 
lifetime continued to follow him: To them he 
ſhall leave in charge, to teach all nations what 
they had learnt of him and his ſalvation ; bapti- 
zing all them who ſhall believe, with water, to be 
as a ſign of waſhing them from the guilt of fin to 
pure life, and prepare their minds for death; even 
ſuch death (if it ſhould happen) as the ReDEE M- 
ER himſelf had died. They ſhall teach all nations; 
for, from that day forward, ſalvation ſhall not be 
preached only to the ſons of ABRAHAM, but to 
the ſons of AprRaHam's faith, where-ever they 
may be diſperſed throughout the whole world; ſo, 
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in his feed ſhall all nations be bleſſed : Then he 
ſhall afcend with victory up to the heaven of hea- 
vens, triumphing through the air over his foes and 
thine : There he ſhall ſurprize the ſerpent, the 
prince of the power of the air; drag him in chains 
through all his region, and leave him there con- 
founded : Then enter into glory, and take his ſeat 
again at the right hand of Gop, honoured and 
exalted above all names in heaven ; and thence, 
when the time ſhall be for the diſſolution of the 
world, he ſhall come with glory and power to 
judge both the quick and the dead; to condemn 
the unfaithfnl, but to reward the faithful, and re- 
ceire them into bliſs, whether in heaven or earth; 
for then the earth {ſhall be all a PARADISE, a far 
happier place than this of EDEN, and where there 
hall be much more glorious days. 


C-HAP.- I... 


Adam, thoroughly comforted, comes down the hill 
with Michael. 


ERE the arch-angel Mic hakt ended; and 
our firſt father ADAM, quite filled with 
joy and wonder, made this reply: 

O SURPRISING, infinite, and adorable good- 
neſs ! that ſhall produce all this good out of evil 
and turn evil to good ! more wonderful than that 
power, which by creation firſt brought light out 
of darkneſs ! I ſtand ſull of doubt, whether I ſhould 
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now repent of the fin done and occaſioned by me; 


or much rather, if I ſhould not rejoice, that there» 


from ſhall: ſprmg much more good; more glory | 
to Gop, more good-will to MEN from Go, and 

grace ſhall abound and overcome wrath. But ac- 
quaint me, if our REDEEMER aſcends again up into 


heaven, what will become of his few faithful ones, 


left among. the unfaithful herd, the enemies of 
truth ? Who ſhall then guide his people? Who: 
ſhall defend them? Will they not deal more cru+ 
elly with his followers, than they did with him ? 
Tak angel replied: That they will certainly 
do: but he will ſend. from heaven, to thoſe who 
are his, another comforter, as was promiſed by 
the FaTHER; who ſhall dwell in ſpirit within 
them, and write upon their hearts the laws ob 


faith working through love, to guide them in all 


truth; and alſo arm them with ſpiritual armour, 
able to reſiſt the aſſaults of 84 TAN, and to quench 
his fiery darts; making them not afraid of what 
Man can do againſt them, though it ſhould be 
perſecution to death; being recompenſed for ſuf- 
tering ſuch cruelties, with in ward conſolation, and 
oft · times ſhall be ſupported ſo, as will amaze their 


pProudeſt perſecutors; for the SPIRIT, which firſt 


he will pour forth upon his apoſtles, (whom he- 
ſends with the glad tidings of the goſpel to alt na- 
tions, and then upon all thoſe who are baptized): 
ſhall endue them with wondrous gifts; to ſpeak all 
tongues, and do miracles as their Lox p*had done- 
before them. Thus they gain over great numbers: 
of each nation, joyfully to receive the news of 


Alvation. brought from heaven: At length, they: 
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having performed their miniſtry well, and run 
well the race that was ſet before them, writing 
their doctrines, and their hiſtory, to ſerve for the 
inſtruction and edification of the church, they 
ſhall 'in time die; But in their room, as they 
themſelves forewarn, grievous wolves ſhall fucceed 
for teachers, who ſhall turn all the ſacred myſte. 
ries of heaven to their own vile advantages of lu- 
cre and ambition, and taint the truth with ſuper. 
ſition and traditions. Then they ſhall ſeek to ag- 
. grandize themſelves with names, places, and titles ; 
and with theſe to join ſecular power, though till 
pretending to act by ſpiritual z appropriating to 
themſelves only the ſpirit of Go p, which is promi- 
ſied and given alike to all believers : And, from that 

pretence, ſhall force upon every conſcience fpiri- 
tual laws, by carnal power; laws which none 
mall find written in the law of GoD, nor engra- 
ved. by his ſpirit within upon the heart, What 
will they do, then, but force the ſpirit of grace 
itſelf, and deſtroy liberty, which is inſeparable 
from it? What, but deſtroy Gon's living temples 
by martyrdom, built to ſtand by faith, that is, by 
their own faith, and not another's? (for who can 
ve admit to be infallible upon earth, againſt our 
own faith and conſcience ?} Yet many will take 
upon them, and preſume 'to give law to others 
faith; whence heavy perſecutions ſhall ariſe upon 
all, who perſevere in the worſhip of Gop in ſpirit 
and in truth. The remainder, which will be fat 
the greater part, will think religion ſatisfied, in 
the performance of outward ceremonies and ſpe- 


cious forms: Truth ſhall retire, be ſtruck with 
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landetous darts, and works of faith be very ſel- 
dom ſound among MEN. So ſhall the world go 
on, groaning under its burden, and good Men 
thall be oppreſſed and perſecuted, while bad Men 
flouriſh; till the time of retribution come; at the 
return of Him, who is the ſeed of the Woman; 


ſo lately promiſed to be given to thy aſliſtance 


then foretold obſcurely, but now more fully known 
to be thy Saviour and thy Lox v; who at laſt 
ſhall come down from heaven, in the glory of 
the FATHER, to diſſolve the perverted world. 
Then, after the whole conflagration, the whole 


maſs being purged and refined, he ſhall create a 
new heaven and a new earth, founded in righ- 


teouſneſs, peace, and love; which will bring 
forth fruits of eternal joy and happineſs. 

Here MicHAEL ended, and ADaM anſwers 
ed: O glorious angel, thou haſt given me a very 
ſatisfactory anſwer, in few words, of all the trani - 
actions that ſhall happen in the world, from the 
beginning of time, till it ſhall be ſwallowed up in 
eternity, of which there ſhall be no end. I now 
leave Pa RA DISE with pleaſure, having received as 
much knowledge from thee as my nature can well 
hold. I ſhall from this time make it my buſineſs 
to love, fear, and adore my moſt merciful CR E- 
ATOR, to be a careful obſerver of his providence, 


ful, and overcomes my evil with his infinite good; 
who makes his followers out of weakneſs become 
ſtrong, and turns the wiſdom of the world into 
fooliſhneſs ; that ſuffering for truth's ſake is vic- 
tory; and to the faithful DEA Ta ſo ſuffered is the 
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gate of life: This I am taught by the example of 
my ever- bleſſed REDEEMER, 
Tre arch - angel replied for the laſt time: Ha- 
ving learned thus much, thou haſt attained the 
ſum of wiſdom : wiſh for nothing higher: Though 
thou kneweſt all the ſtars by their names, and all 
the powers of heaven; all the ſecrets of the deep; 
all the works of nature, or of God, in earth, wa- 
ter, air, or fire; or though thou enjoyedſt all the 
riches of this world, and ruled over it as one 
empire, only add deeds anſwerable to thy know- 
ledge; add integrity and virtue, patience, tem- 
perance, and charity, which is the ſoul of all the 
reſt; then thou wilt not regard having loſt this 
PARADISE, but ſhalt poſſeſs within thyſelf a Pa- 
- RADISE far happier !——Let us now therefore de- 
ſcend from this hill, from whence I have been 
ſewing thee and foretelling future things ; the 
time is now come that we muſt depart from hence: 
And obſerve! the guards which I have encamped 
upon yonder hill, expect orders for moving; be- 
fore whom a flaming ſword moves fiercely: it is 
time for me to go. We mult ſtay here no longer; 
do thou go and wake EVE; I have calmed her 
ſpirit with gentle dreams, and have compoſed all 
her ſpirits to meek ſubmiſſion. When thou think» 
eſt proper, do thou inform her of what thou halt 
heard, chiefly what may concern her faith to know; 
make her ſenſible of the great deliverance. which 
is to come, by her.ſeed; on all MAN KIND; for 
ſo Gop has decreed it, THE SEED Oo THE Wo- 
AN.: By ſtedfaſtly believing this promiſe, you - 
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fhall live many da ys happy in the world, and at 


laſt be tranſlated to everlaſting happineſs. 
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The angel leads Adam and Eve out of Paradiſe ; 
the fiery ſword waving behind them, and the 
. therubim ſet themſelves round the place. 


HEY now both deſcended the hill; ApAu 
ran before the angel to the bower where he 
had left Evn ſleeping, intending to wake her, -as 


the angel had ordered him; but he found her al- 


ready riſen from . ſleep, and with chearful words 
- the thus received him: - 


I am informed where thou wenteſt with the 


angel, for Gop is alſo with us while we ſleep, 


and can communicate knowledge in dreams, which 
he bath done to me. I went to ſleep burdened 
with ſorrow and diftreſs of mind, but he has re- 
moved that, and filled me with joy, aſſuring me, 
that as by my tranſgreſſion PaRaDisE was loſt, 
ſo by me the promiſed ſeed ſhall reſtore all. I am 
ready chearſully to follow thee where-ever thou 


Zoeſt, for with thee I am happy» and without thee 


miſerable, 


Abpau was well pleaſed with her diſcourſe : 

The angel was come up to bim, and ſtood ſo near 
that he could make no reply; and from the hill 
the cherubim all deſcended in bright array, to take 
their fixed ſtation, gliding as evening miſt does o- 
ver marſhy ground. High advanced in the front, 
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| fierce as a comet; which with ſultry heat and 


The angel then took our firſt parents one in each 


having ſhed abundance of tears, they took their 


through Epkx, having the whole world to range 
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ef 


blazed before them the flaming ſword of God, ag 


vapours began to parch that temperate climate: 


hand, and led them to the eaſtern gate, down the 
hill to the plain Below, and looking back, they 
ſaw PARADISE, their late delightful habitation, 
now waved over by the flaming ſword, the gate 
filled with dreadful faces and fiery arms. After 


way, band in hand, with a ſlow and ſolitary pace 


iu, and PROVIDENCE for their guide. 
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